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INTRODUCTION. 



By an act of parliament made 27 Henry VIII., 
the twelve counties, and as many towns in Wales, 
were imprivileged to send members to Parlia- 
ment. The boroughs of Beaumaris, and Montgo- 
mery, can alone be said to be under absolute con- 
trol. The influence which prevails in the other 
towns, is not the produce of corruption, but arises 
from the popularity and hospitality of men of con- 
siderable property, whose residences are contiguoffiB 
to them, and who are ready to serve them with 
that assistance and advice, which the exigences of 
their situation may require. An instance of bribery 
is very uncommon among them, nor are their mo- 
rals debauched by frequent invitations to election 
treats, which are the parents of drunkenness, idle- 
ness, and dissipation, and in their consequences 
more generally pernicious to society than any evil 
which exists in it. Unaccustomed to depend upon 
the precarious subsistence, which they may derive 
from a sale of their votes, they are continually ex- 
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ercised in being useful to the community, by the 
laborious employments iii which they are engaged. 
Unlike the inhabitants of the rotten boroughs, 
who enjoy at one time the extreme of luxury, and 
at anothef* af^ r^uced to (he most abject ppvfsrty, 
they divide amongst their families the hard, but 
well earned fruits of their labour and their industry^ 

ANGLESEA. 

Anglesea is an island and county in North 
Wales, being abou( ^4 niilps Ipng* 18 broad, and 
80 in circumference, containing 300,000 acres of 

lan4. I^ 9Qpd5 tVQ^ iflpml^er? to Pafli£jq[iept- Th® 
counfy is djyidefl i|[\fQ 9ii( .huncjreds, viz. Uyfon, 
M^)traet|i, Mpfls^i, T^lybolion, Xwrc?lyn, an(l 
Tynplaethwy ; an^ poqt^in;^ 6a68P houses and 

33,806 iuh^^))it9pt9Jl;aiii^ i4,77An^a^6^^o<l 18,04} 
f^ip^les^ of wjioip 2,614 ^er^ retqrned employed 
in tr4.de and n^anufacture, and 9,760 in agriculture. 
It is sep^rate^d from Caernsiryonshire by a long 
l^row straight, called the Menai, and the other 
sides are entirely surrounded by the In$h sea. 
The chief product^ ^re cattle and corn { and, in fa- 
vourably se^ons, ^reat quantities of b^ley and 
oats ar^ e^pported, v^ith v^wy t|^pU|S^nd hes(d pf 
cattle; be^ide^ sl^eep ^^^^ bo^s, ^hicl;^ s^npujlly 
crq^s the ferry pf Meqaij ^o tl^e main land. Tb^ 
w^alt^, and, popu^tion pf t^f^ ^9i,and bai^ pf ]^tfi 
ye^r^ ^ec^ived a con^id^ra^l^ ipcr^SLe^ (rom. tlffi 
^}^99iWy ^^. the f^u^p.ws copper n^ine, or Fofiji/f 
V^mS^^i^.* ^WO, m^^s frojflft Atplvxti^, ^l?,e l^^g^t 
bfed of oj^s>l th.^t metftl \a \\^e ^nff^^ y((^\^, |t 



ANGLBSEA. 

is wrought similar to a stone quarry, quite ex- 
posed. A lead ore, rich in silver, is also found in 
the same mountaio. Here is likewise a quarry of 
green marhle, intermixed with asbestus. Hus- 
bandry, in general, has received great improve- 
ment siace smuggling, which used to be carried, 
on here to a great extent, has been discontinued. 
Here are likewise found mill and grind-stones. 
The island is divided into 74 parishes, of which 
most of the churches are situate near the shore, 
and lies in the diocese of Bangor. The principal 
towa 18 Beaumaris, having a bay which affords 
good anchorage. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This county was empowered to send a knight 
of the shire to Parliament by the statute of 97th 
Henry VII I. The first return was in theSSrd of that 
king ; hut we find, that the principality of Wales 
sent representatives to the English Parliament as 
early as the 1 5th of Edward II ; twelve out of each 
province of North and South Wales ; but whether 
they were chosen by the particular counties or 
provinces, is uncertain ; nos were there afterwards 
any further returns till the time of King Henry 
YIIL, as aforesaid. 

There does not appear to have been any con- 
tested election for this county until the last cen- 
tury ; of which we find the following memoirs: 

Petitions. &c. Oct. 19> 17^9. A petition 
of Owen Meyrick, esq., of Bodorgan, complaining 
of an undue return of the Honourable Richard 
Liord Bulklegr, by iBcreasing the number of fi^e- 

b3 
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holders by executing illegal conveyances, and 
making collusive estates of several houses or here- 
ditaments, of about 4t5s. per annum, to several of 
his servants and other persons, to enable them to 
vote for the said Lord Bulkiey ; and by the said 
Lord Bulkiey and his firiends using menacing 
words to deter several of the freeholders from poll- 
ing for the petitioner, together with other undue 
practices, &c. — Ordered to be referred. 

Nov. 13, 17S4. The same petition was again 
read and referred. * 

March 13. Mr. Gybbon reported the matter of 
the said petition as follows : 

That the committee had examined the matter of 
the said petition. The poll was — For Lord Bulk- 
ley 917 — The petitioner 148. 

That the petitioner objected to HI of the said 
late Lord Bulkley's voters, 63 as not qualified by 
their estates to vote, and 41 as influenced by 
bribery or menaces :— That on the first head they 
called William Lewie, esq., who said he knew all, 
or the far greater part of the voters for this county, 
and had made it his business tp speak with and 
enquire concerning them ; and gave evidence of 
their declarations and confessions as follows: — 
That five had only leases for years ; thiat 21 had 
fi'eeholds by purchase within twelve months before 
the election, or by conveyances, executed within 
that t\Tne by Lord Bulkiey, or others to qualify 
them to vote ; that eleven had no freeholds ; that 
two voted for lands of which the mortgagees were 
jn possession ; that another was only mortgagee 
for years; and fifteen persons' freeholds were under 
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408. per annum ; that two were not rated ; that 
three others were rated under 40^. per annum; 
and the rates were produced. 

Richard Thomas said that two others confessed 
to him they had no freeholds. 

That on the head of bribery and corrupt prac- 
tices, William Lewis, esq., said that 44 other 
voters had owned to him that they voted for Lord 
Bulkley for the following reasons, viz. six for 
money given by his lordship ; two for money 
given by his lordship's directions ; 28 for gifts, or 
promises of rewards by his lordship, of timber for 
repairs, fewel, marl, or the like ; another for the 
remittance of rent by his landlord, a friend of the 
said Lord Bulkley ; five others because of threats 
by his lordship ; another because of threats by his 
agent. 

Mr. Hugh Lewis said another was guilty of cor- 
rupt practices in the election. 

Thomas Evans, being examined, gave evidence, 
that five others had owned they voted for Lord 
Bulkley, because of gifts or promises of rewards by 
his lordship of the like nature as before. 

The counsel on the other side insisted that Mr. 
Lewis's evidence was not sufficient to disqualify 
so many voters, who generally had sworn to their 
freeholds at the election ; and called William 
Lewis of Tryselwyn,' who said that five of those 
objected to had sufficient freeholds at the time of 
the election, and for several years before. 

William Owen, esq., and Hugh Price said the 
like as to 13 others objected to on the same head, 
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and two others were taxed at the value of 4tOs. 
yearly, 

Wiiliam Lewis of Tryselwyn said, as to bribery, 
that six of those voters were men of considerable 
estates, and 40 others men of substance, honest 
men, and whose characters and circumstances 
freed them from suspicion of bribery, and were 
all tenants to Lord Bellew, and as such, had al- 
ways voted in his interest, or were now induced 
thereto by his friends— -Whereupon the committee 
resolved : 

** That the right honorable Richard late Lord 
Bulkley, Viscount of Cashell, in the kingdom of 
Ireland, was duly elected a knight of the shite to 
serve in this present Parliament for this county." 

The said resolution being twice read, was agreed 
to by the House. 

April 91, \79S. A petition of Thomas Lloyd of 
Llamden, esq., in this county, complaining of an 
undue return of Hugh Williams, esq., by John 
Owen, esq., the high sheriff, and Mr. Williams 
and his agents, abusing and intimidating several of 
the freeholders who came to vote for the petitioner, 
and by locking up others from voting for him, aad 
by the said sheriff refusing to poll several persons 
who tendered their votes for the petitioner, and re- 
fusing to administer the oaths appointed to be 
taken by the freeholders ; and by the said sheriff 
admitting several persons to poll for Mr. Williams 
who had no right; and by many undue practices 
and bribery, the said Mr. Williams procured him- 
self to be returned, though (he petitioner was duly 
elected. 
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Ordered to be referred to the Committee of Pri- 
vileges and Eteetrons to examine the matter, and 
report the same with their opinion. — No report. 

1798. Thoinas Lloyd, esq., petitioned, renewed 
second sessions.— No report*. 

^Oti'^iCAL etfARACTER. 

The representation of this county' has not beeri' 
contested since the year ITS** when Mr. Bay ley 
Was supported by the influence of his brother, the 
late Earl of Uxbridge, and Mr. Meyrick, by that 
of Lord Viscount Bulkley; the former of these 
gentlemen was then successful. 

These two noblemen afterwards agreed not to 
oppose each other, either in this county or 
Caernarvon ; the present Marquis of Anglesea 
therefore, nominates the number for Anglesea 
without opposition, and Lord Viscount Bulkley 
unmolested, procures the return of a representative 
of his recommendation for the county of Caernar- 
von. 



BEAUMARIS. 

BKAUMARis,a market town in Anglesea, Wales, 
949i miles from London ; containing S67 houses 
and 1,576 inhabitants, of whom 136 were returned 
as being employed in trade and manufacture. It 
has a good harbour for shipping, and is a town 
co^mte. The markets^ on Wednesday and Sa- 
turday, are well supplied with all sorts of provi- 

WStlM. 
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REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This town sent members by act of parliament in 
the 97th of King Henry VIII., by which it was 
imprivileged. The first returns were in the S3rd 
of King Henry VIII., and Newborough, now a 
decayed village, was the county town of Anglesea; 
but being exempted by act of parliament the 9d 
of Edward VI., from the payment of the members, 
the privilege was limited to this borough, which 
has returned ever since. 

No memoirs of elections, which have been con- 
tested, appear until the reign of Queen Ann, since 
which there have been several petitions. 

Petitions, &c. A petition of Owen Mey- 
rick, esq., mayor; Thomas Evans, bailiff; Wil- 
liam Meyrick, esq., and William Wynn, gent., 
burgesses of the borough of Newborough, in the 
county of Anglesea; and also of Thomas Jones 
and John Davis, burgesses of the borough of Beau- 
maris, in the said county in behalf of themselves 
and several other burgesses of the said borough, 
complaining of an undue return of Henry Bertie, 
esq., was read, setting forth that the right of elect- 
ing a burgess to serve in Parliament for the said 
borough, is in all the said burgesses of both bo- 
roughs ; 

That at the late election for the said boroughs. 
Sir Arthur Owen and Henry Bertie, esq., were 

candidates, and the majority of the burgesses pre- 
sent voted for Sir Arthur Owen : 
That William Owen, esq., mayor, John Evans, 
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and Daniel Parry, bailiffs of Beaumaris, being 
friends to Mr. Bertie, rejected the votes of the pe- 
titioners, and a great number of the rest of the 
burgesses of both the said boroughs ; and Mr. Ber- 
tie has procured_himself to be returned in wrong 
to the petitioners and Sir Arthur Owen, who was 
duly elected as aforesaid ; and yet in the said re- 
turn no notice is taken of the borough of New- 
borough : praying such relief as the House shall 
think fit. 

Ordered, this petition be heard at the bar of this 
House on the Snd of April. 

Nov. 38, 1709* A petition in substance the same 
with the former, was read and referred to the Com- 
mittee of Privileges to examine, and report with 
their opinion. 

Jan. 95, 1709. Mr. Compton reported from the 
Committee of Privileges and Elections, the matter 
relating to a contempt complained of by Sir Arthur 
Owen, in disobeying an order of the said com- 
mittee, made for inspecting and taking copies of 
the charters, poor's rates, and other parish books, 
and other public town books or papers belonging 
tc^ this borough of Beaumaris. 

That the order was served upon the persons to 
whom directed, but they refused the said Sir Ar- 
thur's agent to inspect the said charters, books, 
and papers. 

Mr. David Lloyd said, he served the order of 
the committee, (which he produced) on Mr. Grif- 
^th Parry, town clerk of Beaumaris, on the Snd 
instant, and desired the inspection of the charters, 
but be was answered they were locked up in a 
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cbest that had three locks, and he would endea* 
vour to get the keys the next day ; that the next 
day he applied to him again, and to Mr. Harrison, 
one of the bailiffs, who shewed him some books 
and papers, and shewed him an English copy of 
the charter, but refused to shew other of tlie said 
books and papers, some of which they owned s^ere 
in the before mentioned chest, and others in thef 
cupboard ; and said, Parry told him the charter of 
Queen Elizabeth was at London, and they could 
not come at any writings and papers that were in 
the town chest, pretending one of the three keys 
was lost, and refused to open the cupboard, of 
which he owned they had the key. 

Mr. Lloyd Bodville said, on Wednesday, the 
4th of January, he demanded of the town clerk, 
the inspector of the charter, books, and papers 
mentioned in the order of the committee, but was 
absolutely refused to inspect the same, or to be let 
into the room, though he owned there were seTeral 
records there. 

A motion was made tfo re- commit the report, 
bat disagreed to. 

Ordered — Mr. Griffiths Parry to be taken in*o 
custody of the sergeant at arms. 

18th. Mr. Compton reported, that the counsel 
fOF tbe petitioners alleged the right of election of 
burgesses for this borough is in the mayor, bailiffs, 
dud bui^esses in general of the boroughs of Beau- 
marts and Newborougb. 

They first readfthe statute of 97 of Henry VIIF., 
eatitled eoncernitig laws to- be ulsed in WahSi 
whisb enacts *< tiiac every bonough whicb h a shire 
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^^ town within the dominion of Wales, (except 
*^ Merioneth) shall choose one burgess, and the 
^^ bui^esses' fees be gathered as well of the bo- 
'' roughs, as they be burgesses 9f, as of all others 
^^ the ancient boroughs within the same:" also, 

The statute of 35 Henry VIII., concerning 
the payment of their fees and wages, which enacts, 
^' The burgesses of all the boroughs shall be 
*' contributary to the payment of the burgesses' 
** wages of the said shire towns, shall have like 
** voice and authority to elect, name, and choose 
^^ the burgesses of the said shire towns, like, and 
*^ in such manner as the burgesses of every the 
•* said shire towns have, or use to have/' 

Counsel alleged, that Newborough was a shire 
town till the reign of Edward the Vlth., and read 
the statutes of 2nd and 3rd of Edward the Vlth., 
for keeping the sessions and county days for An- 
glesea at Beaumaris ; which after ** appointing 
*^ the great sessions, shire, or county days, and 
*' sessions of the peace, at Beaumaris, discharges 
'* the borough of Newborough from payment of 
*^ the wages to the burgesses who shall be returned 
.*' for Beaumaris ;" which exemption they insisted 
was given for removal of the County Court to 
Beaumaris. Read also a charter of 17th of Ed- 
ward II., whereby it appeared Newborough was 
then a corporation. 

And to prove the customary usage of the bur- 
gesses of Newborough, voting for a burgess to 
serve in Parliament for Beaumaris, they called 
Mr. Rowland, who said, he had known Newbo- 
rough 65 years past, and that the inhabitants huve 
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claimed to vote for a member of Parliameot for 
Beaumaris for 48 years, and when Mr. Owen 
Hughes, who was mayor of Newborough (and he 
thinks recorder of Beaumaris) stood for Beaumaris, 
he sent to the burgesses of Newborough to come 
and vote for him, and about 30 of them went thi- 
ther accordingly ; but when they came, Mr. 
Hughes thanked them, and desired them to go 
home, for that the election was agreed ; and that 
he remembered another controversy when^ he was 
d youth. 

That he was a burgess of Newborough, but had 
quitted it since the last election. 

Mr. Williams said, he was bred up under Mr. 
Hughes, and remembers the burgesses of Newbo- 
rough came to Beaumaris to vote, but cannot say 
he saw them vote, or sign a return. 

For Mr. Bertie, it was insisted, the right was in 
the mayor, bailiff, and capital burgesses of Beau- 
maris only, and that Newborough was not now a 
corporation ; for although they had a charter of 
17th of Edward II., yet the last charter was in 
the 15th of Henry VIII., reciting all the former 
charters ; which said charter was surrendered the 
year following. 

Read the original record from the rolls of said 
charter and surrender. 

Read also the statutes of Snd and 3rd Edward 
VI., reciting that assizes, &c., had been for S50 
years at Beaumaris, and removed above 46 years 
before to Newborough, upon a false representa- 
tion to Henry VII. ; and because the village is 
not fit for the said purposes, the said courts 
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are removed to Beaumaris ; and enacts, that New- 
borough shall thenceforth be free of the charges 
of any buigess, to serve in Parliament for Beau- 
maris ; and insisted, as the surrender of the char-' 
ter determined the corporation, so the statute de* 
termined their right of voting for members of 
Parliament for said borough. 

Read also a charter of Queen Elizabeth, whereby 
the right of election of a burgess to serve in Par- 
liament for this borough is vested in the mayor, 
two bailiffs, and 21 capital burgesses ; and also a 
return of a burgess 39th Elizabeth, by which they 
appeared to have elected in pursuance thereof. 

Upon the whole, the committee was of opinion, 

'^ That the right of election of a burgess to serve 
in Parliament for this borough is in the mayor, 
bailiffs, and capital burgesses of Beaumaris only/' 

'^ That Henry Bertie is duly elected for the said 
borough ;*' to which the House agreed. 

Oct. 18, 1792. A petition of William Bodwell, 
esq., one of the burgesses of the borough of New- 
borough, in the behalf of himself and several others 
of the burgesses for the said borough against the 
return of the Hon. Henry Bertie, esq., shewing 
that the right of electing of burgesses to serve in 
Parliament for Beaumaris is in all the burgesses of 
the said borough of Newborough, as well as in the 
burgesses of the said borough of Beaumaris ; that 
at the election of members to serve in Parliament 
for the said borough, the said • Mr. Bertie and the 
petitioner were candidates ; that the majority of 
the burgesses of the said borough gave their votes 
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for the petitioner; that the mayor and baiiiifs of 
the said borough of Beaumaris, favouring the said 
Mr. Bertie, rejected the votes of great numbers of 
the burgesses of the said borough of Newborough, 
aud with violence hindered others from coming 
into the Guildhall of the said borough of Beau- 
maris to give their votes for the petitioner; and 
by these and other undue practices, the said Mr. 
Bertie procured himself to be returned for the said 
borough of Beaumaris. 

Ordered : '^ That the said petition be referred to 
the Committee of Privileges and Elections, and 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and re- 
port the same." 

Also, a petition of Lloyd Bodwell, esq., mayor, 
John Powell, bailiff, John Hughes, Riee Hughes, 
and John Williams, burgesses of the borough of 
Newborougb, in behalf of themselves and several 
other burgesses of the said borough, complaining 
of an undue return of the said Mr. Bertie by the 
aforesaid undue practices ; and adding, that several 
of the burgesses were in a riotous manner forced 
out of the Guildhall of the said borough of Beau- 
iparis, and others, assaulted and wounded ; the 
doors of the said Guildhall were shut, to hinder 
the said bui{;e8ses from going into the same to give 
their votes for the a»id Mr. Bodwell, &c. 

Ordered ako to be referred in like manner with 
the first petition against Mr. Bertie. 

Jan. 10» 1734< The petition of Mr. William 
Bodwell was again read, and referred ae before. 

NoY. 13, 1794. The said petition was again 
read, and referred as before ; but no report appears. 
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la I79S-9f William Rovell, esq., petitioned, 
and Henry Bertie, esq., petitioned. 

March 3, 1799. '' That the right of election 
is in the mayor, bailiffs, and capital burgesses only, 
and the sitting members duly elected." 

CORPORATION. 

By charter of incorporation of 4th Elizabeth, it 
consists of a noayor, recorder, two bailiffs, and 91 
burgesses, 

RIGliT OF ELECTION. 

March, 1709^ and March 3, 1799. In the Mayor, 
Bailiffs, and capital Burgesses of Qeaumaris only. 

NUMBKR QF VOTERS — 'i4. 

Returning officer*— the Mayor. 
Patron-t— Lord Viscount Bulkley. 

^OtlTICAIf CHARACTER. 

By the act of parliament made in the 87th of 
Henry VIII., all the ancient boroughs in Wales 
were to vote for one member to represent them in 
Parliament, and Newborough united with ihh 
place in electing a representative, but in the se* 
cond and third year ot Edward VI., Newborough 
V9M discharged by the court of grand session firom 
contributing to ibe payment of the member ; and 
ttos was made si pretence for depriving that pUc« 
of the right of voting, though every othei; borqugb 
in the kingdon^ bfas since comiBitte4 th# s^tne 
c^j^e of forfeiture. 

lo the 4lh Qt C^lii9«»bfeth a. new cbatritf waft oth 
t^\Qe4 $^p^nting a CQr4>Qratjo% conaii^ing of 9> 
biirgesAQSi wIm w^^tt^ to obooM fiKW ainiHW9fe. them- 



V' 

'a 



^■ 



*• 



16 WELCH COUNTIES AND BOROUGHS. 

pelves a mayor and two bailiffs, and elect a re-> 
corder and member of Parliament. Thus the people 
of Beaumaris were deprived of the right of voting 
as well as those of Newborough, and this right 
became vested in a select body of S4 individuals. 
This will also appear to be the origin of exclusive 
rights in every city and borough where such limi- 
tations have been introduced. It cannot be too 
often repeated, that the right of election was every- 
where in the housekeepers at large, till it was first 
confined to the freeholders in counties by the fa- 
mous statute of the 8th of Henry VI., and in 
cities and boroughs by new charters, and special 
resolutions of Committees of Privilege. 

This town is the only place in Wales where the 
right of election has been limited to a corporation, 
and where thirteen individuals, which is a majo- 
rity of this select body, return the member. Lord 
Viscount Bulkley has the influence and direction 
of this corporation. 



BRECKNOCKSHIRE. 

Brecicnockshire isa county of Wales, bounded 
by Radnor on the north, Cardiganshire and Car- 
marthenshire on the west, Herefordshire and Mon- 
mouthshire on the east, and by Monmouthshire 
and Glamorganshire on the south. It is about 35 
miles long, 30 broad, and about 100 in circumfer- 
ence^containingnear^lSsSOO acres of tand,of which 
9339OOO acres are in a >8tate of cultivation, and 
185,600 acres are waste, and unfit for cultivation. 
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It contains six bundreds, viz. Biultb, Crickhowe), 
Devynnock; Merthyr, Penkelly, and Talgarth) 
has four market-towns, Brecon, Builth, Crick- 
howel, and Hay ; and 69 parishes, containing 
6,S15 houses, and 31,633 inhabitants, being 15,393 
males and 16,340 females, of whom 14,346 were 
returned as being employed in agriculture, and 
4,904 in various trades and manufactures. It is 
one of the most mountainous counties of Wales, 
the Vann or Brecknock Beacon being reckoned 
the loftiest mountain in South Wales. The chief 
commodities are corn, cattle, fish, and otters' fur, 
besides manufactories of cloth and stockings. Near 
the borders of Glamorganshire, which abound with 
coal and iron ore, there have lately been esta* 
blished several iron founderies and forges. It re- 
turns two members to Parliament, being one for 
the county and one for Brecknock^ the county 
town. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This county first sent a member to Parliament^ 
by virtue of the statute of the 27th of Henry VIII. 
The memoirs concerning the elections we have 
met with are as follow : 

Petitions, &c. In 1660, there was a contest 
between Sir Herbert Price and Sir Henry Wil- 
liams, which was referred to the Committee of 
Privileges and Elections, and heard before them. 

July 19, 1661. Information was given to the 
House, that Colonel Melburne Williams, attend- 
ing as a witness for Sir Henry Williams, was ar* 
rested at the suit of one Page by George 

PART II. VOL. IV. C 
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Watson^ one of the bailiflb of Westnuoater, on a 
capias ad respondendum. 

Ordered : *< That the said Mr. WiUiama be dis- 
chaiged without paying any fees/' 

July 35. Sergeant Charleton reported from the 
committee, touching the differences between Sir 
Herbert Price and Sir Henry Williams, in the 
election for this county, several miscarriages 
therein ; and the opinion of the committee that 
the said election was void ; which was agreed to 
by the House. 

Ordered a new writ. 

Nov. SO. A complaint was made in- regard to' 
the last writ ordered for the election of a knight 
of the shire for this county. 

22. Ordered, « That Walter Vaughan, 

late sheriff of this county, be discharged of farther 
^tendance, paying bis fees." 

On Sergeant Charleton's report as to the busi- 
ness in suppressing the writ for this county, or- 
dered, ** That for the future, when any writ shall 
be delivered for any election of any member to 
serve in Parliament, the party that doth receive 
the writ shall deliver, or cause the samue forthwith 
to be sent, to the proper officer of the place for 
which the election is to be made. 

Upon this election, Mr. Jefferys was chosen, 
and Mr. Prodgers complaining of the undue elec* 
tion of Mr. Jefferys as knight for this county, the 
committee had examined the witnesses on both 
sides ; and are fully satisfied the writ was long de- 
tained, and the election not made in the usual 
place ; that many who were for Mr. Prodgers were 
refused, discouraged, pr delayed, and the poll ad- 
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journed to Mi^ prejadice; and divetis indirect m<6an8 
used to advance the numbers of Sectors for Mr. 
Jteflerys, and to diminish the number of those 
who were for Mr. Prodgerd, who would have had 
the majority if* theelection had been fairly carried; 
and the opidibh of the conlmittee, that the elec- 
tion of the said'M'r. JeflTefeys is void ; in which the 
Hk$une agneed. Ordered, a new writ. 

Nov. 96, 1693: A petition of Sir Rowland 
Gwynn, complaining of an undbe return of Edl* 
ward Jones, esq., by the partiality of the sheriff, 
and several illegal practices used by him and 
others', niany persons were admitted to vote who 
were not freeholders, and others were deterred 
and influenced in giving their votes ; and at last a 
false return was made in prejudice of the petitioner 
and freeholders of the county. 

Feb. !^9, 1696. Colonel Granville reported, 
that the committee had examined the merits of 
the election ; that upon the poll the numbers 
were — ^forMr. Jones 812 — the petitioner 717. 

It was insisted for the petitioner that there were 
many ill practices at the election ; and called Mr. 
Daniel Williams, Mr. Powell, and others, who 
said, that the poll at this election lasted six days, 
whereas it used to be but two : that on the Satur- 
day about 500 appeared, and but 63 polled ; that 
the poll was adjourned at three o'clock at Mr. 
Jones's request ; that there were several who were 
ready to have polled for Sir Rowland Gwynn ; 
and, by reason of the market on the Monday fol« 
lowing, were not polled. 

That there was a court-leet of the Bishop of St. 
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David's ante*dated, and made at the time of the 
election, as believed, to take off Sir Rowland 
Gwynne's voters ; for that several who were for 
him were summoned to that court. 

That on Tuesday, the last day of the poll, the 
sheriff dismissed the country, without proclama- 
tion, at three o'clock, though desired to continue 
the poll, and adjourned till six, then cast up the 
poll, by which many of the petitioner's votes were 
left unpolled, particularly one Thomas Davis, who 
was present. 

That before the sheriff adjourned on Tuesday, 
Mr. Daniel Williams desired him to call several of 
the petitioner's voters ; but he (the sheriff,) re- 
fused. 

That when the poll was over, he desired to be 
present when the poll was cast up, but was de- 
nied ; and nobody was present for the petitioner, 
though a scrutiny was promised. 

That they desired to make good several excep* 
tions taken at the time of the polling : but this 
was not granted. 

But it appeared to the committee, that there 
was one of each side did attend to see the poll 
fairly taken ; and if any was excepted to, they 
were sworn. 

That one who voted for the petitioner was pre- 
sently imprisoned by the under-sheriff. 

That several persons who voted for Mr. Jones 
had owned that seven several voters were threat- 
ened by several persons, or they would have voted 
for the petitioner. 

That George George had no freehold, though 
he swore he had forty shillings a-year, and said he 
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did it at the pressing instance of Mr. Jones and 
his friends, and that Mr. Jones gave him five shil- 
lings for voting. 

That Watkin Beavor promised to vote for the 
petitioner, but voted for Mr. Jones, and said he 
"was persuaded to it by Mr. Jeffereys and his mo- 
ther, who released him of 38 shillings rent. 

That John Morgan was fined 90 shillings, and 
voted for Mr. Jones, upon the promise of Owen 
Morgan to get him discharged. 

That David Bevan had four shillings to buy 
shoes for voting for Mr. Jones ; that John Wat- 
kins was promised a grey coat and a horse. 

That one scrupled to swear, but Jenkins per- 
suaded him. 

That the petitioner said he could disqualify se- 
veral of Mr. Jones's votes, but the committee did 
not admit him, because contrary to the former 
votes of the House. 

For Mr. Jones were called, Mr. Henry Williams 
and Mr Winter, who said the candidates agreed, 
and cast lots which hundred should be polled first, 
and it came to Mr. Jones's lot to choose the first : 
that the qualifications of the electors were settled; 
and, amongst the rest, it was agreed, that those 
who had leases, and Quakers who could make out 
their estates, should vote. 

That before the county was dismissed, the 
sheriff asked if they had any more voters, and Mr. 
Daniel Williams called several, but they did not 
appear ; whereupon, at the request of Mr. Mansel, 
who appeared for the petitioner, the sheriff dis- 
the county. 
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That the sheriff did say he he was offered 100/. 
to make a double return. 

Mr. William Williams said the sheriff asked 
if there were any more to poll for the petitioner ? 
And noQe appearing, he adjourned to cast up and 
^xsmine the poll ; that B. James asked how th^ 
election w/ent ; and said 100/. for 100 voices for 
the petitionier. Mr. Harcourt denied his thueat- 
^ning one Hughes, and said he only desired him 
to vote for Mr. Jones as his neighboiir ; aad Ed- 
ward Hughes denied he was threatened, as charged 
by the petitioner's evidence. 

Mr. Jones then offered to disqualify some of 
the petitioner's voters, but the committee did not 
admit him so to do, for the reasons before stated: 
upon the whole^ the committee resolved: 

'' That Edward Jones, esq., is duly elected ;* 
to which the House agreed. 

Oct. *i2, 1722. A petition of Roger Jones, 
(esq., complaining of an undue return of William 
Gwyn Vaughan, esq., by many corrupt and illegal 
practices. — No report. 

1735. William Gwyn Vaughan, esq., petir 
tioned : renewed in 9d sessions. — No report. 

POLITICAL C^XKAQTJ^n. 

The principal interest in this county is in Mar- 
quis Camden, as heir to the family of Jefferies of 
the Priory, in Brecknockshire; and Sir Charles 
Moigan, hart., of Tredegar, in thecounty of Mon- 
mouth. The present member is returned by the 
former interest ; but the family of Morgc^n repre- 
sented it in the twelve preceding Parliaments. 



BRECKNOCK. 33 



BRECKNOCK. 

BmiicKVoGS:^ thB town and ciq^ital of Breck- 
nockshire, Wales, called by the Welch Aher Han* 
dijf^ 18 seated at the confluence of the rivers Hon- 
dey and Uiske, over which there is a stone bridge. 
The streets are narrow, dirty, and irregular, and 
the houaeft in general mean. It has three churches, 
and contains 499 houses and 9,676 inhabitiantSy 
of whom 6d4 were returned as beitag employed in 
trade and manuAicture. The market is on Wed- 
nesday and Saturday. Fairs, May 4, July 5, 
September 10, and November VJ. There are se- 
veral trades of old Roman encampments in the 
neighbourhood. 

R£PRESENXAXIV£ HISTORlT. 

This town first sent a member to Parliament 
an^M S7 Henry VIlI. It was incorporated in 
1555 by charter of Queen Mary. The memoirs 
relating to the election of its members in Parlia- 
ment we have met with are these : 

PCTiTiOMS, &c. Jah. 6, 1640. Resolved upon 
the question, •' That Mr. Herbert Price, returned 
a burgess for this borough, shall sit here as a mem- 
ber till bis election be avoided. 

Resolved upon the question, ** That Mr. Ro- 
bert Williams shall not sit as a member of this 
House till his election be decided. 

Mty 17, 1660. Sergeant Cbarleton reported 
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from the committee touching the double return 
for this town, that Sir Herbert Price was returned 
by one indenture, ^nd Kingsmill Lucy, esq., by 
another : and the opinion of the committee that 
Sir Herbert Price was duly elected, and ought to 
sit as a burgess for this town ; to which the House 
agreed. 

March 19, 1678. A petition of Thomas Man-r 
9el, esq., complaining of undue practices used 
by the bailiff of this town, in returning of John 
Jeffereys, esq., to serve in this present Parliament 
as a burgess, &c. 

April 1, 1679. Sir Thomas Meers reported, 
that the committee had taken into consideration 
the matter of the return for this borough ; and it 
appears that to the writ for Brecon is affixed an 
indenture, dated the 28th of February last, be- 
tween Richard Jones and Lancelot Herbert, alderi- 
menof thisborough,andmany otherburgessesofthe 
said borough, of the one part, and Thomas Bulcot, 
sheriff of the said county, of the other part: where- 
by the said alderman and burgesses had chosen 
Thomas Mansel, esq. ; but the bailiff is neither 
party, nor hath set his hand and seal to it. 

Also, another indenture is affixed to it, dated 
the same day, between the said sheriff of the 
county of Brecon of the one part, and John Wal- 
ters, bailiff of the said borough of the other part, 
whereby the bailiff, with the wliole assent and 
consent of the burgesses there, by virtue of a war- 
rant of the said sheriff to the said bailiff directed, 
hath made choice and election of John Jeffereys, 
esq., to be the burgess of the said borough, signed 
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and sealed by said bailiff and burgesses, and also 
affixed the common seal of the said borough : 

Whereupon the committee resolved: "That 
the indenture, wherein John Jeffereys, esq., is re- 
turned, is well and duly returned ;'' with which 
the House agreed. 

April 5, 1()90. A petition of Charles Morgan, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Jeffrey 
Jeffereys esq., by several ill practices, &c. 
Ordered to be referred, but no report appears. 
Dec 17, 1698. A petition of Jeffrey Jeffereys, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Thomas 
Morgan, «sq., by many illegal practices, particu- 
larly by the sheriff of Brecon, who acted very par- 
tially against the petitioner, and returned Mr. 
Morgan, &c. 

Ordered to be referred. 

Nov. 37, 1699. This petition was again pre- 
sented and referred, but never reported. 

March 3, 1713. A petition of Edward Jeffereys, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Roger 
Jones, esq., by bribery and many other undue 
practices. 

Ordered to be referred, but no report appears. 
Oct. 35, 1733. A petition of the burgesses of 
this town, complaining of an undue return of Wil- 
liam Morgan, Qsq., by several unwarrantable pro- 
ceedings 

Ordered to be referred. 

Dec. 6. ~ A petition of divers persons, whose 
names are subscribed, being the major part of the 
legal burgesses of this town or borough, relating 
to the petitioning of the burgesses of the said 
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town, complainiDgof an undue election and return 
for the said town, (which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Privileges and Elections the 95th day of 
October last,) being offered to the House, and the 
question being put that the said petition be 
brought up to the table, it passed in the negative. 

179^. John Pratt, esq., petitioned against Tho- 
mas Morgan, esq. No report. 

1798. John Jefferies, esq., petitioned. — No re- 
port. 

CORPORATION. 

Consists of two bailiffs, 19 aldermen, and 15 
common-councilmen. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION 

In the Corporation and free Burgesses. 
Number of voters — near 300. 
Returning officers — the Bailiffs. 
Patron — Sir Charles Morgan, bart. 

political character. 

This borough has been under the influence of 
Sir Charles Morgan and his ancestors ever since 
the year 1754. 

The right of election in this place is not limited, 
as at Beaumaris, to a self-appointed corporation 6f 
94 individuals, but extends to the burgesses at 
large of the town of Brecknock, who are mostly 
dependent on the property of the wealthy patron. 
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CARDIGANSHIRE. 

Cardiganshire is a county of Sotith Wales, 
bounded on the north by Merionethshire and 
Montgomery, on the east by Radnor and Breck- 
nock, on the west by the Irish Sea, and on the 
south by Carmarthenshire. It is about 40 miles 
long, and about 80 broad, containing 300,000 
acres of land, whereof 145,000 acres are in pas- 
turage, and about 100,000 acres in a course of til- 
lage. The county contains 3,819 inhabited houses, 
and 48,936 inhabitants, being 30,408 males and 
S2,348 females, of whom 3,896 were returned as 
being employed in trade and manufacture, and 
16,311, as persons chiefly employed in agriculture. 
The county is divided into five hundreds, viz. 
Geneurglyn, Har, Moddyn, Pennarth, and Troe- 
dyroyr; has five market-towns, viz. Aberystwitb, 
Cardigan, Llanbadarnvawr, Llanbedar, and Tre- 
garon, with 77 parishes ; sends two members to 
Parliament, being one for the county and one for 
the county-town. It lies in the diocese of St. 
David's and province of Canterbury, and is in- 
cluded in the south<west circuit. Gross amount 
of assessment under the property-tax, 1806) 
173,^19/. Amount of money raised for the main- 
tenance of the poor in 1803, 10,I97/.9 being at the 
rate of 9«. Id. in the pound. 
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REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This county has returned members to Parlia- 
ment by the stat. 27 Henry VIIL, and has ever 
since returned. The memoirs of elections, and 
matters relating to them, which we have met with, 
here follow. 

Petitions, &c. A petition of the gentry and 
others, freeholders of this county, was rjsad. 

Ordered : ** That new writs be issued for elec- 
tion of members to serve in this present Parliament 
for this county and town/' 

Ordered : *' That it be referred to the Commit- 
tee of Privileges and Elections to examine the 
misdemeanor about miscarriage of the writ for 
elections of members to serve for this country ; 
and that the committee do sit this afternoon to 
examine this business. 

There doth not appear to be any report made 
from the committee of this matter. 

Feb. 4, 1688. A petition of John Vaughan, 
esq., complaining of an undue election and return 
of a knight of the shire to serve in this present 
convention for this county, in prejudice of the pe- 
titioner. 

June SO, 1689. Colonel Birch reported from 
the said committee the state of the case as it ap- 
peared to them, viz. 

For the petitioner, the counsel iosisted, that 
there being two coroners of this county, who ought 
to have made the return, the return was made only 
by one of them, viz. Morris alone ; and though 
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there was an agreement between the candidates 
not to poll the non-residents, yet they were polled 
for Mr. Lewis, and refused for the petitioner ; and 
there was an agreement to adjourn the poll till 
Mondny, yet the coroner closed it on Saturday ; 
and called Mr. Price, one of the coroners, who 
said Mr. Morris denied to seal up the poll books 
at the first adjournment ; and it was agreed the 
non-residents should be laid aside on both sides, 
and Mr. Vaughan's non-residents were sent out of 
town ; but next day Mr. Lewis's non-residents 
were called and admitted; that on Saturday night 
Mr. Lewis desired seven of his men might be 
polled, because they lived at some distance; and 
it was agreed, after polling seven each, the poll 
should be adjourned ; that they after polled about 
seven each ; but he went away, and Mr. Morris 
returned Mr. Lewis without his consent ; that se- 
veral of Mr. Vaughan's non-residents, who offered 
to poll, were refused. 

Mr. David Lloyd and others witnessed the 
agreement about the non-residents, and the sending 
away Mr. Vaughan*s non-residents, and also for 
the adjournment of the poll till Monday. 

They then called some persons to prove that 
Mr. Lewis polled some persons not qualified. 
John Thomas John said he was informed that 
James Evans had four nobles a-year^ Richard John 
about 90 shillings, and David John Frees, some 
said four nobles, others 30 shillings. 

Jones said Evans was not a freeholder of above 
96 shillings per annun^^ James had not SO far- 
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Ihiogs a-year, Richards 13 shillings a-year, and 
Hugh Williams no great matter ; cannot say what. 
For Mr. Lewis it was insisted, that the poll 
was fairly carried on : that the Prince of Orange's 
letter being delivered to Mr. Morris, the coroner, he 
gave the notice ; that the poll began on Thursday, 
continued till Saturday, which was sufficient to poll 
all that were polled ; that the non-residents were 
polled on both sides ; that there was no agreement 
for the adjournment of the poll till Monday aftfer 
seven were polled ; and Mr, Vaughan polled 90 
after the said pretended agreement. 

Several witnesses were called, and upon the 
whole the committee resolved : 

** That John Lewis, esq., is duly elected a 
knight of the shire to serve in Parliament for this 
county :" to which the House agreed. 

April 1, 1690. A complaint was made against 
the high-sheriff of this county, that he hath not 
yet made any return of the members to serve in 
this present Parliament for this county into the 
Crown Office. 

Ordered : " That the high-sheriff of thfs county 
be taken into the custody of the sergeant at arms 
attending this House.'' 

4th. The high-sheriff having made his return, 
be was discharged, paying bis fees. 

8th.' A petition of John Vaughan, esq., com- 
p^atmngof an undue return of Sir Carbury Price, 
by the illegal practices of the sheriff, in entering 
into a confederacy and adjourning the poll, and 
adaditting thevoicte of such as only had mort- 
gages, to poll for Sir Carbury Price ; and denied 
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persons of the same capacity, and better estates, 
to poll for the petitioner: that the high-sheriff 
adjourned the court so often^ and to such distance 
of place, that he polled the day after the writ was 
returnable ; and by such partiality, he returned 
Sir Carbury Price to serve for the said shire, in 
prejudice to the county, and the petitioner, &c. 

6tb. Mr. Yaughan presented another petition 
against tlie return of Sir Cai4>ury P^ce, complain- 
ing of very partial and illegal proceedings of the 
sheriff. 

Nov. 98. Mt. Gray reported from the said com- 
mittee, the case, as it appeared to them upon the 
said petition. 

That the question was, whether the poll was 
duly adjourned from Aberystwith to Cardigan. 

Upon the poll, the numbers were — For Sir 
Carbury Price 185 — Mr. Vaughan 91. 

That there is an act of parliament, 1st March, 
that says. That the sheriff's turn shall be held, 
aJtemis vieihu^, at Aberystwith and Cardigan ; 
and this time it was to be kept at Aberystwith. 

That the sheriff came down the 9th of March ; 
was not sworn till the 1 1th, and the election was 
the 19th. 

That the sheriff some time before the election, 
declared the turn was to be kept at Aberystwith, 
but for the ease of the county he would adjourn 
to Cardigan. 

For the petitioner, Marmaduke Williams said 
the sheriff declared all the voters should be polled 
at Aberystwith, before he adjourned to Cardigan ; 
that the election began 19th March, when they 
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were called by several lists, and some were polled 
on both sides ; and the sheriff adjourned the poll 
till the next day^ and promised Mr. Vaughan his 
list should be called first: the next day, the under* 
sheriff came, and began with Sir Carbury Price's 
list ; afterwards Mr. Vaughan delivered in a list of 
150 freeholders, of which only 24 were polled: 
and the under-sheriff said, ** adjourn to two at 
Cardigan," and so adjourned to Cardigan without 
proceeding in that list ; though he believes there 
were several hundreds ready to poll for Mr. 
Vaughan, and many cried out to be polled. 

Jones said to the like effect the surprise of the 
adjournment, and said besides the 91 polled for 
Mr. Vaughan, he knew of S7S freeholders more 
ready to poll for Mr. Vaughan at Aberystwith. 

Haberly said, besides the 91 and 273 spoke of 
by Jones, he knew 49 other freeholders ready to 
poll for Mr. Vaughan. 

Rice Vaughan said, there were 485 freeholders 
who would have voted for Mr. Vaughan, whereof 
394 did not poll. 

That, on behalf of Sir Carbury Price, there was 
called William Powell, who said, he believed 
there was 100 unpolled for Sir Carbury Price, at 
the adjournment on the 20th of March, 12 
o'clock : that the reason the sheriff gave for the 
adjournment was, because he was advised that 
being the day of the return of the writ, he could 
not adjourn after 12 o'clock. 

George Powell said, that several houses were 
taken up at Cardigan for Mr. Vaughan, but he 
never came or polled there ; and Sir Carbury Price 
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poUed about ^< Updn th^whoii^^ the eomtikittee 
resolved : 

«* That the adjoumiiient of the poll taken at the 
election, for a ktiight of the shir^ for this cbunty, 
hj t&e sheriff of the anid county fh>ai Aberystwith 
tb GarriiKaii ia a legtil and p5o6 adjournment/' 

** That Sir Carbury Price, bart., is duly electiifl 
a knight of the shire^ to serve in this fn-esent Par- 
liameat for this county/* 

These resolutions were read twice, and upbii 
the second readings the first was, on a division, 
agreed 10 by a tnajority of three, and the other by 
one <nily. 

Nov* 19, 1694. A warrant for a new writ was 
ordered for the election of a knight to serve foir 
this county, in the room of Sir Carbury Price, de- 
ceased. And, 

Dec# 7. A complaint being made to the Houde, 
that the writ for the electing a knight of the shire 
for this county was not delivered to the sheriff. 

Resolved : ^* That all the writs for the electing 
members to serve in Parliament, be sent immedi- 
ately to the proper oflSces, for execution thereof, 
with all convenient speed/' 

Nov. 94, 17O8. A petition of Thomas Johnes, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Lewis 
Pryse, esq., by partiality of Nathatiiel GriflSn, 
esq., high ifheriff of the said county, threats, and 
other ittegal practices. — Ordered to be heard lOtfi 
Feb. MXt. 

N6V. 16, 1709. Another petition of thomai 
Johnes, similar to last. 

Jan. 18. Ml'. Compton reported the tnatter of 

PART II. VOL. IV. D 
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the said election :-^That the poll was for Mr. 
Pryse 383 — the petitioner 347. 
But the counsel for the petitioner insisted, 

that the majority of votes was procured for Mr. 
Pryse by menaces, and other undue and illegal 
practices ; as also by the partiality of the sheriff, 
in the execution of his oflSce, and by his refusing 
to administer the abjuration oath, though thereto 
required; and they called several witnesses on 
their behalf. 

Thomas Richards, clerk, said, that he is chap- 
lain to St. Mary's, in Cardigan, and his salary, 10/. 
yearly ; but when Mr. Langbarne had the estate, 
he allowed him AOs. more, yearly ; and about 
three years after, Mr. Pryse purchased the estate : 
be went to his steward, and demanded his arrears 
of his 40«. yearly, which was not paid till some time 
before the election, when the steward pressed him 
for his vote : but he told him he would not be en- 
gaged before the election ; but was paid the three 
years arrears : that about five weeks before the 
election, Mr. Pryse asked bis vote, and offered, if 
he would vote for him, he would make his salary 
\6l. yearly. 

Morgan Howells, esq., said, Mr. Pryse about 
nine days before the election, treated him and 
about fifteen others. 

That Mr. Pryse's counsel insisted that a scru- 
tiny ought not to be granted in a county election ; 
that Mr. J. Pryse had a majority of 36 upon the 
poll; that five or six proclamations were made be- 
fore the poll was closed. 

Several other witnesses were called and heard, 
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and the dommittee jiesolved >^^* That' * Leivis 
Prise^ esq.) isfduly elected, • which being twice 
read, was agreed- to by the House/' 

March SI, 1715. A'ipetition oif Thomas Johnes, 
esq., compiaioingMof'-an; tindae* return of L^wis 
Pryae, by many illiegal prActices :-^QrtleFed to bfe 
referred to thie comimiJttee. 

Aug. S. Upon a call of the House, the name of 
Lewi^. Pryse,. esq., being. called over, and he not 
appearing :~OrderFd, that the said Lewis Pryse, 
be aem for in custody of the sergeant at arms at- 
tending /this House. . 

Feb. 2. Reported-^Th^ messenger setft to bring 
Lewis Pryse in custody to this House, could not 
obtain him, when it was ordered' that be be pro- 
ceeded against with the utmost severity. 

March ?• The sei^eant at arms informed the 
House, that be had not heard from Mr. Pryse. 

Mr. Speaker acquainted the House, that he bad 
received a letter from the said Mr. Pryse, which 
was read, stating that he was unavoidably pre- 
vented attending the House, by a very severe fit 
of the gout; that he was sorry he had incurred 
their displeasure ; that he did not know how far 
a man was obliged to stand to the choice a county 
makes of him ; and complaining of force, that he 
did not ask a single vote, and that he hoped, un- 
der his unhappy incapacity, they would order a 
new writ. 

Resolved :/♦ That Lewis Pryse, esq., a member 
of this House, having been sent for, in custody 
of the sergeant at arms attending this Houses the 
8th day of Aug. last, for not attending the service 

D 9 
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of this House ; and having never qualified himself 
as a member of this House, by taking the oaths at 
the table, be forthwith brought up in custody/' 

93rd. Mr, Speaker acquainted the House, that 
the messenger who went pursuant to the order oa 
the 7th inst. to bring Lewis Pryse, esq., up in 
custody, was returned : and the said messenger 
4tated, he was still unable to find him ; but had 
received a letter from Mr. Pryse's physician, stat* 
ing, that Mr. Pryse thought it Hiore advisable to 
be removed out of the way, than to make himself 
a prisoner in his sickly condition, the consequeMOs 
of which would be fttal to bim, if he should be 
requii^ed to undertake a journey to London, as his 
physician and the whole country could inibrm 
them. 

Resolved : '^ That Lewis Pryse, esq., a member 
of this House, having been sent for in custody of 
the sergeant at arms attending this House, the 8th 
day of August last, for not attending the services 
of this House ; and having nev^r qualified himself 
as a member of this House, by taking the oaths at 
the table ; and having been, on the 2nd of Feb. 
last, summoned to surrender himself into custody 
of the sergeant at arms, upon pain of being pro- 
ceeded against with the utmost severity ; and he 
having absconded, and peremptorily refused to 
surrender himself into custody, be for the said 
contempt, expelled this House/' 

March 7» 1716. A petition of Thomas Johnes, 
esq., to the same effect, was again read, and re- 
ferred as before. 

Dec. 6, 1717« Ordered, a warrant for anew 
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writ, for eteetiog a knight of the shire for thin 
oouDty, ia the room of Lewis Pryse, esq., expelled 
this House. 
——1728. Thomas Powell, esq., petitioned. 

POLITICAL CHARACTBK. 

The (Principal influence which prevails in this 
coastjr, is that of the Earl of Lisbume, Lord 
Cawdor; Thomas Jofanei of Hafod House, esq., 
and Major Powell, of Nanteos Park : the formed 
faowever, is considered as possessing the greatest 
ioterest. The late Earl of Lisburne having repre- 
•eMed it in five successive Parliaments, previous 
to his decease, and since the indisposition of the 
pnsent Earl has prevented his b«ing returned, 
Mr. Jobnes has been elected for the five last Par- 
liaments. 

CARDIGAN. 

Cardigan is a market ai^ county town of 
Cotdiganahire, Wales, 37 m^es from Aberystwith, 
and S3d from London ; containing 413 houses, 
and 1,911 inhabitants, of whom 173 only were 
returned as being employed in trade and manu- 
fiicture. It stands near the month of the river 
Teivey, on the Irish Channel. Market on Wed* 
nesday and Saturday. Fairs, February 13, April 5, 
September 8, and December 19. 

RBPRBSBNTATIVE HISTORY. 

This town was impriviieged to send a member 
to VutHtneM Vf If eitty VIH. The contests con- 
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cerning the election of a burgess, which we find 
have come l^before the House of' Commons, are 
these : 

The matter concemiog an election for this bo« 
rough, as set out by Sir Symonds d'Ewes. 

Nov. 5, 1604. For the matter between Dr. 
Aubrey, doctor of civil law, and Mr. William De- 
Jabarr, barrister of the common law, of Lincoln's 
Inn, touching the burgessship of Cardigan, in 
Wales. The cause atood thus :r-^ardigan has been, 
by ancient precedents, ever since the first year 
of Queen Elizabeth, a burgess town, and ever since 
the return bath be^n for Cardigan only. Now this 
Fco'liament, the sheriff of the shire favouring the 
town called Aberystwith, after he had received 
the Parliament writ, sent his warrant to the bailiffs 
of Aberystwith to choose a burgess, &c., who 
chose a burgess, viz. Dr. Aubrey, and returned 
him a burgess for Cardigan and Aberystwith, and 
sheweth in the indenture the election to be made 
by both towns ; and the indenture was signed with 
the sheriff's hand. On the other side, the bailiffs 
of Cardigan., upderstanding the writ to be come to 
the sheriff, took notice thereof, and without war- 
rant from the sheriff made an indenture and elec- 
(iop of William Delabarr, and sent the same in a 
letter to him. Mr. Delabarr sought the sheriff, 
or his deputy, in London, to deliver the indenture 
of Cardigan ; but not finding him, delivered the 
same to the clerk of the crown, paid his fees, was 
sworn, and admitted into the House till this pre- 
sent day. Now at this Committee- for Privileges, 
Dr. ' Aubrey came to complain: the- committee 
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found upon the examination, that the county 
court was as well kept at Aberystwith as at Car- 
digan, faltemis vicibusj and that the county 
court was to be kept this time at Aberystwith; 
so that when they went to the conference, both 
Aubrey and Delabarr were desired to depart forth, 
and upon consultation these questions arose :— - 
I St. Whether the House have power to 6ne the 
sheriff, because, according to the statute, he sent 
not his warrant to Cardigan ? next, if he be pu- 
nishable by the penalty of the statute ; also, if he 
have pursued his authority in making his election 
at Aberystwith ; which are left, with the divers other 
doubts, to the discussion of the House on the 
next day, and to the report of Mr. Edward Hob- 
ble or Mr. Solicitor. Nothing more appears ; and 
this was taken from a private journal. Neither 
do we find it ever determined. 

April 13. Mr. Sergeant Snig reported the case, 
and quoted statute 3^ Henry VHI., whereby 
the inhabitants of all the cities and boroughs in 
every of the twelve shires of Wales, not finding 
buigesses for the Parliament themselves, must 
bear and pay the burgesses wages within the 
shire towns of and in every the twelve shires 
in Wales ; the burgesses of every of the said cities, 
boroughs, and towns, which be, and shall be, 
contributary to the payment of the burgesses' 
wages of the said shire towns, shall be lawfully 
admonished, by proclamation or otherwise, by the 
said head ofiScer of the said town, to come and 
give their elections for the electing of the said bur- 
gesses at the said time and place, lawfully and 
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reasonably^ as shall be assigned for the same intent 
by the s^id head officer of the said shire town : in 
which election the said bui^esses shall have lil^e 
voices and authority to elect, name, and choose the 
burgess of the suid shire town, like, and in such 
manner as the said burgesses of the said shire« 
town have. 

17. Moved, " That the sheriff of Cardi* 

gan might he sent for, to answer his proceedings 
at the election formerly complained of;" and dis- 
puted whether by the sergeaat or by attachipiBnt ; 
and resolved upon question to be sent for by the 
sergeant or his defuity. 

April 30, 16()9, Sergeant Charleton reported from 
the Committee of* Privileges and bllections touch-* 
}Bg the election for the (own of Cardigan, betweeo 
Mr. Philips and Sir Francis Lloyd; that thequea^^ 
tion did arise upon the statute of 33 Henry VIII., 
as to the notice to l>e given of the election tor 
members to serve for shire towns in Wales ; an4 
the committee was of opinion, that notice of all 
elections of members for shire towns ought,, by 
the intent of the said act, to be given %o the out- 
corporations and boroughs, which do not send 
burgesses themselves ; and that no such notice 
being given, therefibre the election of the said Mr. 
Philip9 is void : to all which the HoMse agi^eed, 
and resolved it accordingly. 

In 1708, Sir Humphry lllackworth, knt., peti- 
jfcioned against Sir Simon Harcourt, knU — Petition 
withdrawn. 

In 1730, there was a double return, viz. Thomaa 
Powell and Richard Lloyd, esqrs. 
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May 7* Resolved, ^^ That the burgeaset of the 
borough of Tregaron have not a right to rote in 
the election for the town of Cardigan/' 

Refiolved, " That the right of election is in the 
burgesses at large of the boroughs of Cardigan, 
Aberystwith, Lampeter, and Aptar, only; and 
that Richard Lloyd, esq., is duly elected." 

Id 1741, Richard Lloyd, esq., petitioned against 
the return of Thomas Pryse, esq. This petition 
was renewed /our ««Mton« successively, and heard 
at the bar of the House January 23. 1746, when 
tbe petitioner's counsel represented that he was 
not prtpared to proceed, and desired the hearing 
might be deferred for three weeks, which being 
objected to by the counsel for the burgesses who 
voted for the late sitting member, Thomas Pryse, 
iBsq., deceased, praying, that, in respect of the 
time which had elapsed since the petitioner's first 
application, and of the opportunity thereby given 
bim to be prepared to prove the all^tions of his 
petition might be dismissed. 

Ordered : '' That the petition be dismissed, and 
that a new writ be issued in the room of the de* 
ceased membet." 

In 1768, Sir Herbert Lloyd petitioned i^ainst 
the election of Mr. Congreve. — No report. 

In 1774, Tbonas Johnes, jun., esq., petitioned Gicn^i^ 
s^inst the election of Sir Robert Smjth, bart., i79> 99»» 
Tbe cbairmaii of the committee appointed to try 
thk contested election informed the Hovae^ I)«* 
cenber 7^ 177^ that the petitioner was duly 
el^ctedi, ttfid aught to have been nHtirned ; sad 
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that the sitting member was not duly elected. 
The return amended accordingly. 

Another petition was presented in 18 IS. Or- 
dered to be heard March 16, 1813, but the sitting 
member retained his seat. 

CORPORATION. 

By charter of S5 Elizabeth, it consists of a 
mayor, two bailiffs, and IS aldermen. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

May 7) 1730. Is in the Burgesses at large of 
the boroughs of Cardigan, Aberystwith, Lampeter, 
and Aptar, only. 

Number of voters — upwards of S,300. 

Returning officer — the Mayor. 

Patron — Earl of Lisburne. 

political character. 

The political interest in this district of boroughs 
is nearly the same as that which prevails in the 
county. Lord Cawdor was chosen for four Par- 
liaments previously to his being created a peer; 
and the Hon. John Vaughan, brother to the Earl 
of Lisburne, has been elected into the five suc- 
ceeding ones. 

In addition to these two noblemen, Thomas 
Johnes, esq., John Adams, esq., Thomas Powell, 
esq,, of Nanteos, and Edward Loveden Loveden, 
esq., of Buscot Park, in Berkshire, have a consi- 
derable interest in the outlying boroughs of Abe- 
rystwith, Lampeter, and Adpan At the last ge- 
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neral election, in 1813, there was a contest, when 
the numbers on the poll were, for the Hon. John 
Vaughan \5i — Mr. Evans 141. 

The borough of Tregaron formerly voted for 
this district, but was deprived of that right by a 
resolution of the Committee of Privileges the 7th 
of May, 1730. 

In the year 1 136 the Welch obtained a complete 
victory nenr this town over the English army, 
commanded by Ranulph, Earl of Chester. In 
this battle the English soldiers were struck with 
such a panic, that they suffered themselves to be 
taken prisoners by the women ; the general, with 
a very few men, finding it difficult to make his 
escape. 
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CARMARTHENSHIRE. 

Carmarthenshire is a county of South 
Wales, bounded on the north by the Severn Sea, 
or St. George's Channel, on the South by Cardi- 
ganshire, on the east by Brecknock and Glamor- 
gan, and on the west by Pembroke ; it is about 40 
miles long and 90 miles broad; containing about 
520,000 acres of land, whereof 998,000 acres are 
in pasturage, 114,000 acres in tillage, and near 
100,000 acres are unfit for any cultivation. It is 
divided into eight hundreds, viz. Carnwallon, 
Carthtnog, Cayo, Derllis, Elvett, Iskennen, Kirk- 
welly, and Perfedd ; has one borough and five 
other market-towns, Kidwelly, Llandilovaurt 
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Llaneltby, Llangarn, and Llandimdovery ; and 
contains 146 parishes, 13,449 inhabited bousaa, 
and 67,317 inhabitants, being 31,439 males and 
36,878 females, of whom 4,343 were returned as 
being employed in trade and manufacture, and 
39,863 in agriculture. It has mines of coals and 
lead, the working of which, and the manufactory 
of woollen stockings, are the chief trade of the 
county. Near to Carmarthen may be seen th^ 
ruins of Kartelk Karney, which was situated oo 8 
steep and inaccessible rock ; and in the neighbour* 
hood are vast caverns, supposed to have been cop- 
per-mines of the Romaas. It returns two members 
to Parliament, and lies in the diocese of St. David's 
and province of Canterbury. Amount of assess* 
ments under the property tax 1806, 378,814/.; 
amount of money rose for the maintenance of the 
poor in 1803, 17*046/., being at the rate of 1S«. 9d. 
in the pound. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This county sent a member to Parliament by 
virtue of the statute of 47 Henry VIII. The 
memoirs of its elections, and matters of that sort 
relating to its representatives, which we have met 
with, are these following : 

Petitions, &c. Feb. 17, 1677. Information 
being given (to the House) that Sir Henry 
Yaughan being elected to serve for this county 
was outlawed, after judgment for a debt due on a 
bond of 1000/. ; and the question being, whether 
he can be continued regularly a member of the 
House. 
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April 11, 1668. Sergeant Cbarieton reported 
from the said committee the case of the election of 
Sir Henry Vaughan ; and that the committee 
were of opinion, that there was nothing objected 
afiioft Sir Henry Vaughan to impede his sitting 
in Parliament, or that he was not duly elected a 
member ; which being debated, the House agreed 
19 the said opinion, and resolved accordingly. 

In 1799, Sir Nicholas Williams, bart., petitioned 
i^inat the election of Edward Rice, esq., com- 
pleining of many illegal practices used by the she- 
riff and others, in order to favour the return of the 
said Mr. Rice. 

Dec. 18, 1794. Mr. Gybbon reported the matter 
of the said election upon the said petition.-^The 
poll was for Mr. Rice 593 — ^the petitioner 588. 

Tliat the petitioner's counsel produced evidence 
which disqualified three of Mr. Rice's voters, as 
having only leaseholds for years determinable on 
lives, and no freeholds ; and objected to four 
others, which were admitted by Mr. Rice's counsel 
to be bad votes. 

The petitioner's counsel alleged, that the peti- 
tioner could disqualify several others ; but those 
already disqualified gave the petitioner a majority, 
therefbre it was not necessary to give any further 
evidence. 

The counsel for Mr. Rice offered no evidence, 

bet admitted the petitioner had a majority, wbere^ 

foce the committee resolved : 

** That Edward Rice, esq., is not duly elected." 

''That Sir Nicholas Williams, bart., is duly 

elected." 
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The said Tesolutions being twice ready were 
agreed to by the House. 

Nov. 24, 1802. William Paxton, esq.^ peti- 
tioned against the return of James Hamiyn Wil- 
liams, esq., by partiality of the returning officer, 
and other illegal practices. 

Dec. 7» 1802. R. Mansel Philips, esq., an elec- 
tor, petitioned, charging both Messrs. Pax ton and 
Williams with bribery and treating. 

The counsel for Mr. Pax ton in his opening 
abandoned the charge of bribery and treating ; and 
insisted, 1st. On the majority of votes in favour of 
his client. 2nd. On the illegal conduct of the she- 
riff, as a ground for avoiding the. election. They 
began by offering evidence on the second head. 

The election was not closed till the last hour 
allowed by the statute 25 Geo. III. cap. 84, sec. 1. 
namely three o'clock on the I/>th day, when the 
numbers being cast up were declared to be, for 
Mr. Williams 1,267— Mr. Paxton 1,222. 

But there appeared to be the names of many 
persons entered upon the poll with a query as 
having tendered their votes for each candidate, the 
right of near 80 on each side had not been decided 
upon when the numbers were declared. 

The committee determined that it was not ne- 
cessary for Mr. Williams to go into any evidence 
to rebut the evidence adduced by Mr. Paxton, of 
the partiality and illegal conduct of the sheriff, the 
evidence which had been adduced on that point 
not being deemed to amount to such a proof of 
partial and illegal conduct, as ought to avoid the 
election ; and that Mr. Williams was duly elected. 
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POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The political influence of this county has been 
disputed for the last twenty-five years between 
Lord Dy nevor and Lord Cawdor, but the former 
has always prevailed, except at the election for the 
short Parliament in 1806, when Lord Cawdor 
procured the return of Sir William Paxton. 



CARMARTHEN. 

Carmarthen or Caermarthen is the 
county town of Carmarthenshire, South Wales, 18 
mites from Lampeter, and 930 from L6ndon. The 
houses are well built, and are usually esteemed 
the best in South Wales ; it contains 930 houses 
and ^,548 inhabitants, of whom only S06 were re- 
turned as being employed in trade and manufacture. 
It was imprivileged by Henry VIIL to send a 
member to Parliament, and James L granted 
it a charter of incorporation as a town and county 
of itself, with power to make bye laws. There are 
several iron and tin mines in the neighbourhood, 
and a large smelting house, belonging to Lord 
Cawdor. Market-days Wednesday and Saturday; 
fairs June S, July 10, Aug. IS, Sept. 9) Oct. 9, and 
Nov. 14. 

representative history. 

This town sent members by statute of 37th 
Henry VIII., and has ever since returned such 
members ; the memoirs of its elections^ &c. which 
we have met with follow. 
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Petitions, &c. April 12, 1614. Mr. Davis 
moveth against a sheriff in Wales, excluding one 
dected a member of this House. That he would 
not suffer them to have any burgesses at all. — For 
Carmarthen Mr. Thomas elected, being records 
there, moveth for a committing, and that the clerks 
of the crown and petty bag may attend, and ordered 
accordingly. 

In 17S7« James Phillips, esq., petitioned against 
the election of Arthur Bevan, esq. The sitting 
member was declared duly elected March SS, 1798. 

In 1768, Joseph Bullock, esq., petitioned against 
Griffith Phillips, esq. The petition having been 
renewed, the sitting member was declared duly 
elected .-^March 8, 1770. 

In 1796, John George Philips, esq., petitioned 
against the return of Magens Dorien Magens, esq. 
The chairman of the committee that tried this elec- 
tion reported to the House, Nov. 7, that the peti« 
ner was duly elected, and ought to have been re- 
turned and that the sitting member was not duly 
elected, The return was amended accordingly. 

In 1819, John Jones, esq., petitioned against 
the return of George Campbell, esq. A com- 
mittee was appointed March 4, 1813. During the 
trials Lord Cawdor's interference in the election 
was proved by many witnesses, and the sitting 
member was afterwards succeeded by his nephew. 

GORPOAATION. 

It is governed by a mayor, recorder, two she- 
viSby and twenty common eouncilmen, out of 
which the mayor U cboseo, who is ever after re- 
puted an alderman. 
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By charter of James I. it has a sword bearer. 

BIGHT OF ELECTION. 

March 7f 1797. Is in the buigesses of the said 
borough. 

Number op voters — about 500. 
Returning officer — the Sheriff. 
Patron — Lord Cawdor. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This town produces an instance of ecclesiasti- 
cal interference at a former election, nearly similar 
to that of the bishop of Worcester in the reign of 
Queen Ann. 

John George Philips, esq., of Cumgwilly, who 
represented this place in five successive Parlia- 
ments from 1784 to 1802 inclusive, had the mis- 
fortune to incur the displeasure of Doctor Samuel 
Horsley, then bishop of St. David's, by giving an 
independent vote for the repeal of the Test and 
Corporation acts, which have been so offensive to 
the liberal and enlightened part of the community 
ever since their enactment in the arbitrary reign of 
Charles 11. 

The bishop felt himself so incensed at the dan- 
ger he conceived the church to be threatened 
with, as to induce him to write circular letters to 
all the clergy who had votes for this town, request- 
ing that they would strenuously exert themselves 
in opposing Mr. Phillips at the ensuing election. 
However, neither the threats nor intreaties of this 
advocate for political conformity were productive 
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of the least inconvenience to Mr. Phillips. Sir 
William Mansel, the candidate supported by this 
pillar of the church, had not interest sufficient to 
hazard a poll, and Mr. Phillips was unanimously 
re-elected by his applauding constituents, and con- 
tinued to represent this town during his life. 

As there was no formal complaint brought 
against the bishop of St. David's in the House of 
Commons, he escaped those consequences which 
befel the bishop of Worcester in the reign of Queen 
Ann, for a similar attempt to prejudice the free- 
holders of that county against Sir John Packing- 
ton, who was at that time a candidate to represent 
it in Parliament. 

The following is a copy of the letter written by 
the bishop upon that occasion: 

*' Abberguilly, Aug. 24, \7S5. 

*^ Sir William Mansel has declared himself a 
candidate to represent the borough of Caermar- 
then in the next Parliament; I cannot refrain 
from declaring that he has my heartiest good 
wishes. — Mr. Phillips, the present member, has 
received the thanks of the dissenters, for the part 
he took in a late attempt to overthrow our excels 
lent ecclesiastical constitution by the repeal of the 
Corporation and Test acts ; which, I will venture 
to pronounce, are as wise and salutary laws as any 
in our code. By this it is easy to guess what part 
he is likely to take in any future attempt for that 
purpose. — T trust I shall not have the mortification 
to find a single clergyman in my diocese who will 
be so false to his own character and fame, and to 
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his duty to the established church, as to give his 
vote to a man who has ventured to discover such 
principles. 

" I am, Rev. Sir, 
" Your affectionate brother and servant, 

" Samuel St. Davids." 

Lord Cawdor governs the political interest of 
this place, and has procured the return of the 
members for the three last Parliaments, 

This town was formerly reckoned the capital of 
all Wales, and the ancient Britons made it the seat 
of their Parliaments, or assemblies of wis^ men. 
When the eldest sons of our kings became princes 
of Wales, they fixed the chancery and exchequer, 
for the south part of their principality, at this 
place, where they continued till the jurisdiction 
of the court and marches of Wales were taken 
.away. 



CARNARVONSHIRE. 

Carnarvonshire, a county of North Wales, 
18 surrounded on all sides by the sea, except the east, 
where it joins to Denbighshire, and oTi a small part 
of the south by Merionethshire. It is about45 miles 
long and IS broad ; containing about 310,000 acres 
of land, of which 160,000 are only in a state of cul- 
tivation, mostly in pasturage, and near 100)000 acres 
unfit for culture, bei ngdeep dells, moors, and chasms, 
quite a dreary region : it contains 8,304* inhabited 

E 2 
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houses, and 41,594 inhabitants, being 19,596 
males, and 91,935 females, of whom 4,934 were 
returned as being employed in various trades, and 
19,808 in agriculture. It consists of one city, 
one borough, and two other market towns, viz., 
Bangor, Carnarvon, Aberconway, and PwUhely. 
The principal river is the Conway : in the vale 
thereof, there is excellent pasturage and some 
corn-fields. Copper mines have been worked in 
various parts of the mountains, as well as lead, 
and excellent hones are found near Snowdon. It 
lies in the diocese of Bangor, and province of Can- 
terbury. Gross amount of assessment under the 
property tax, 1806, 131,100/.; amount of money 
rose for the maintenance of the poor in 1803, 
9,137/ ; being at the rate of 4«. Old. in the pound. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This county also returned a member to Parlia^ 
ment, by virtue of the statute of 97 Henry VIII. 
Of its elections and matters relating thereto, we 
meet with the following memoirs. 

Nov. 10, 1640. Ordered a warrant to issue un- 
der Mr. Speaker's hand, directed to the clerk of 
the crown, for issuing a new writ to be sent to the 
sheriff of this county for election of the knight 
of this shire ; because no county day did intervene 
between the receipt of the writ, and the day of ap- 
pearance in Parliament, so that the writ was re- 
turned with a tarde. 

Jan. 1. Ordered : ^^ That James Brinker, esq., 
high sheriff of this county, be forthwith sent for 
as a delinquent, by the sergeant at arms attending 
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tm this House, to answer his neglect and con- 
tempt to this House and Commonwealth, in not 
returning a knight and burgess for this county, 
in above a month after the election was made ; 
and to answer other misdemeanors, by him com- 
mitted, in the carriage of that election." 

SOth. Mr. Brinker, the high sheriff of this 
county, petitioned. 

Feb, 16. Resolved upon the question : " That 
so longer time shall be given, than is already given 
by the committee, for bringing witnesses to be 
examined in the cause of the election of a knight 
of the shire for this county.** 

May 12. Ordered: *' The committee for Sir Lewis 
Dive do sit to-morrow, in the afternoon, in the 
Court of Requests, to consider of the business 
and matters to them referred." After this we do 
not find another order or report. 

April, 1690. A complaint was made to the 
House, that the sheriff of Carnarvon had not yet 
made a return of members to serve in this present 
Parliament. 

4th. Another complaint against the sheriff. 

Ordered : *' That the said high sheriff be taken 
into custody of the sergeant at arms attending this 
House." 

8tfa. The sheriff having now made his return 
into the crown office, and a motion made that he 
may be discharged — Ordered : ** That the high 
sheriff of this county (first paying his fees) be 
discharged." 

In 1714, Sir Roger Mostyn, bart., petitioned— 

No report. 
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POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The political influence over this county, is like 
that of Anglesea, between the Marquis of Anglesea 
and Lord Viscount Bulkley ; but these noblemen 
having agreed not to oppose each other in their 
respective counties, the control of Anglesea is 
left to the Marquis of Anglesea, and the nomina** 
tion for this county, to Lord Viscount Bulkley. 



CARNARVON. 

Carnarvon is the county town of Carnarvon- 
shire, 5^ miles from Dolgelly, and S50 from Lon- 
don; containing 609 houses and 3,636 inhabitants, 
being 1,5S8 males, and 3,038 females, of whom 
400 were returned as being employed in trade and 
manufacture; but it is only a township and cba- 
pelry to the parish of Llanbeblig, the church of 
which is half a mile from the town. There is a con- 
siderable traffic here in slate. The air is reckoned 
particularly healthy. Market day on Satur- 
day, well supplied. Fairs, 13th Jan., 13th March, 
I6th May, S6th June, ISth Aug. 17th Sept. and 
5th Dec. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This borough is the shire town of the county, 
and as such, with its contributary boroughs, 
Criccieth, Pwllhely, and Conway, returns one 
member to Parliament, by the statute of 37 Henry 
VIIL 

The memoirs of its rights of election, and to its 
representatives in this respect, are these : 
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Jan. 11, 1640. Ordered : " That the petitions of 
Thomas Glynn, esq., and the petitions of the bur- 
gesses and freemen of the boroughs of Carnarvon 
and Conway, in the county of Carnarvon, be re- 
ferred to the committee for Sir Lewis Dive's peti- 
tion." — No report. 

March 5, 1713. A petition of William Owen, 
esq., of Porkington, in the county of Salop, was 
read, shewing, that at the election for this borough, 
the petitioner and Thomas Wynne, esq., were 
candidates ; that at the said election, a tumult 
arose, occasioned by Thomas Price, esq., conceal- 
ing the sheriff's precept, who appeared at the elec- 
tion as counsel for Mr. Wynne : the mayor and 
bailiffs, with the petitioner, were forced to with- 
draw for their safety ; by which means the peti- 
tioner is deprived of being returned; and that Mr. 
Meredith and Mr. Quillin, have returned the said 
Mr. Wynne, although they were not returning of- 
ficers. 

A petition of the mayor, bailiffs, and burgesses 
of the said borough, to a similar effect. 

A petition of Griffiths Jones, Peter Rowland, 
and other burgesses of the said borough, to the 
same effect. 

These petitions were ordered to be referred to 
the Committee of Privileges and Elections, to exa- 
mine the matter, and report the same with their 
opinion — But no report appears. 

Oct. 94, 1722. A petition of William Price, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Thomas 
Wynne, esq. : renewed 2nd and 3d sessions — No 
report. 



56 WELCH COITNTIES AND BOROUGHS. 

CORPORATION. 

Consists of a mayor, who is by patent created 
constable of the castle, one alderman, two bailiflfs, 
a town clerk, and two sergeants at mace. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

In the Burgesses of Carnarvon, Criccieth, 
Pwllhely, Nevin, and Conway. 

Number of voters — about 700. 

Returning officers— <-the Mayor and Bai- 
liffs. 

Patron — Marquis of An^lesea. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This borough, with its contributary ones, of 
Criccieth, Pwllhely, Nevin, and Conway, has been 
under the influence of the Marquis of Anglesea 
and his father, since the year 1790, and has been 
represented by one of the family, from that period 
to the present time. 

When Edward I. was buihiing this town, it was 
reported that the body of the Emperor Constan- 
tius, father of Constantine the Great, being found 
here, he ordered it to be honourably interred in 
the new church. This king is also said to have 
converted the profits of the archbishopric of York, 
then vacant, to the building and fortifying Carnar- 
von Castle ; in the eagle tower of which castle, in 
the year 1284, was born Edward of Carnarvon, the 
first Prince of Wales of the English blood, and af- 
terwards king, by the title of Edward 11. 

In the civil wars, this castle was besieged by 
the Parliament forces, and was obliged to surren- 
der to them in June, 1646. 
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DENBIGHSHIRE. 

Denbighshire is a county of North Wales, 
bounded on the east by Flintshire and Salop, on 
the west by Carnarvon, on the south by Merioneth- 
shire, and on the north by the Irish sea. Its ex- 
treme length is 48 miles, but its breadth is not 
above IK miles. It comprehends about 410,000 
acres of land, almost the whole of which is in a 
state of cultivation; and may be computed at 
150,000 arable, and 250,000 of pasturage. It is 
divided into six hundreds ; viz. Bromfield, Chirk, 
Isaled, Isdulas, Ruthin, and Yale ; and contains 
one borough town, Denbigh ; two market-towns, 
Ruthin and Wrexham;57parishes,and 12,691 houses 
inhabited by 60,352 persons, of whom 6,960 were 
returned as being employed in trade and manufac- 
ture, and 21,104 in agriculture. Its principal 
rivers are the Clwyd and Conway. Wool forms 
a considerable part of the manufacture of this 
county, and is wrought into cloths of different 
qualities, as well as stockings, particularly those 
called Angola hose. Denbighshire returns two 
members to Parliament, viz. one for the county, 
and one for the county town. It lies partly in 
the diocese of St. Asaph, and partly in that of 
Bangor. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This county is one of the twelve Welch coun- 
ties impowered by the statute of 27 Henry VIIL 
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to send a knight to Parliament, and he hath ever 
since done so. The following memoirs of its elec- 
tions and representatives we have found. 

Nov. 5, 1601. Sir Robert Cecil moved the 
House to have their opinion, in that there wanted 
a chief member, viz. a knight of Denbighshire ; 
and he said, I am to certify the House thus much 
in respect of some disorder committed there, 
touching the election by Sir Richard Trevor and 
Sir John Fludd, to which Sir John Salisbury is a 
party ; the sheriff could not proceed in election : 
for mine own part, I think fit that Mr. Speaker 
should attend my lord keeper therein (quod noia 
attend). If it please you, you shall hear the letter; 
which was read, and the contents thereof was, 

" That on the one and twentieth day of October, 

at he kept the county-day ; and there, being 

quietly choosing the knight for the shire, a cry 
came suddenly that Sir Richard Trevor and Sir 
John Fludd on the one part, and Sir John Salis- 
bury on the other, were a fighting, and all their 
companies were ready to do the like : whereupon 
presently I went to the church-yard where they 
were, and there I found both parties with their 
swords drawn ready, but with much ado pacified 
them both ; and fearing, lest by drawing such a 
multitude together, there might great danger and 
bloodshed happen, I made proclamation that every 
man should depart. By means whereof I did not 
execute her Majesty's writ as I thought to have 
done, rather chusing to adventure your honor's 
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censure herein, than to hazard so great a blood- 
shed. (Subscribed) your honor's most humbly 
at commandment, 

" Owen Vaughan." 

Also Mr. Secretary said, there was a schedule 
annexed to the letter which had some matters of 
importance not fit to be read, yet if it please the 
House to command it, they should, whereupon all 
cried " No, no/* 

After some debate, Mr. Speaker said I may in- 
form you of the order of the House, that a warrant 
must go from the speaker to the clerk of the 
crown, who is to inform the lord keeper, and then 
to make out a new writ. 

March S4, 1680. A petition of Richard Mid- 
dleton, esq., touching the election for this county. 

Ordered to be heard, but no report appears. 

Oct. 24, 1722. A petition of Robert Middleton, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Watkin 
Williams Wynne, esq., by menaces, illegal pro- 
ceedings, and corrupt practices. 

Ordered to be referred, but no report appears. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The prevailing interest in the county of Den- 
bigh is that of Sir Watkin Williams Wynne, bart., 
whose chief seat is at Ruabon, near Wrexham. 
This gentleman has represented it in the five last 
Parliaments, and his father in the three preceding 
ones. 
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DENBIGH. 

Denbigh is the county town of Denbighshire, 
North Wales, 218 miles from London. It stands 
at the foot of a craggy hill, near the middle of the 
beautiful vale of Clwyd, and was callf'd by the 
Britons Cledfryn yn Rhos^ i. e. the craggy hillin 
Rhos. I he town, although not large, is well 
built, and contains 534 houses and 9,391 inhabit- 
ants, of whom 794 were returned as being em- 
ployed in trade and manufacture, particularly of 
shoes, gloves, and other articles in leather. Market 
on Wednesday. Fairs 3d May, 15th July, and 
14th September. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This is the shire town of the county ; and as 
such, entitled to send a member to Parliament by 
the statute of 27 Henry VIII., from which time it 
has returned a representative. The following me- 
moirs relating thereto we have met with. 

Petitions, &c. March 26, 1679. A petition 
of the alderman and burgesses of the borough of 
Ruthin in the county of Denbigh, complaining, 
that they having right to vote at the election of a 
burgess to serve in Parliament for this town, had 
no notice of the time and place of election; but 
that the inhabitants of the town had privately 
elected and returned 8ir John Salusbury, bart., to 
serve as a burgess for the said town. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee. 
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Oct. 96, 1680. A petition of Edward Brereton, 
esq., also ordered to be referred, but we do not 
find any report. 

March 99, 1690. A petition of the burgesses 
of the boroughs of Denbigh and Ruthin was read, 
setting forth that the said boroughs, and the yill 
of Holt, a snnall open village, are the ancient and 
only boroughs and vill in the county who have a 
right to elect a member to serve for the boroughs 
in the county : that the said Vill of Holt (though 
no corporation) hath lately assumed the power of 
making great numbers of foreigners burgesses of the 
vill, to serve the turns of some persons to be 
elected ; and, by combination with others, have 
joined with Thomas Harper and Robert Knowles 
of Denbigh, arrogating to themselves the polling of 
the electors : and, to have Edward Brereton, esq., 
returned, did admit great numbers of persons so un- 
qualified to vote for the said Edward Brereton,esq., 
and have accordingly returned him, though William 
Williams, esq., was duly elected by the majority 
of rightful burgesses of the said borough and ought 
to have been returned. 

A petition of William Williams, esq., was read, 
shewing that by divers abuses, bribes, practices, 
and menaces, Edward Brereton, esq., was returned 
a burgess for the boroughs of Denbigh, Ruthin, 
and Holt, by Thos. Harper and Robert Knowles, 
who were not the kgal bailiffs of the said borough 
of Denbigh in prejudice to the petitioner, who ha4 
the majority of qualified voices. 

Ordered the said petitions to be referred to the 
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Committee of Privileges and Elections to examine 
and report the matter with their opinion. 

Oct. 6. Mr. Williams presented his petition 
again ; also the burgesses of Denbigh and Ruthin 
presented theirs. 

Oct. 31, 1691. The burgesses of Denbigh and 
Ruthin presented their petition to the same effect 
as before; and it was again referred in like 
manner. 

Nov. 3. Mr. Williams likewise presented his 
petition again ; and it was referred as before. 

Dec. 1. Mr. Williams withdrew his petition. 

Feb. 17, 1700. A petition of Thomas Cotton, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Edward 
Brereton, esq., by partiality of the bailiffs, &c. 

Ordered to be referred. 

— 95th. A petition of several burgesses of the 
borough of Holt in behalf of themselves and other 
burgesses of the said borough was read, stating, 
that by act of parliament 35 Henry VIII., the said 
borough, together with the boroughs of Ruthin 
and Denbigh, is empowered to elect a burgess to 
Parliament ; at which election none but burgesses 
have a right to vote ; and the election of such bur- 
gesses is, by an ancient charter, vested in the 
mayor, bailiffs, and burgesses of Holt ; that on 
the 25th of August, 169S, Thomas Warburton, 
esq., then mayor of Holt: did, without the con- 
sent, and contrary to the express will of the bai- 
liffs, and most of the burgesses, make above 400 
foreigners and strangers, brought thither by the in- 
' terest of Sir Robert Cotton of Cheshire, burgesses 
of Holt; in opposition to which proceeding, the 
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old burgesses did demand a poll, but Mr. War- 
burton peremptorily refused it ; and, on the 28th 
of Sept. following made 400 more foreigners and 
strangers, brought thither by the like interest bur- 
gesses, although the like opposition was made, 
though to no purpose : that Edward Brereton, 
esq., prosecuted an information in the King's 
Bench against the said Mr. Warburton, for his ir- 
regular proceedings, which was tried at the last 
assizes held for the county of Salop, and a verdict 
was given against him, upon full evidence given 
by his own witness ; and yet Sir Robert Cotton, 
on behalf of his son Thomas, did at the last elec- 
tion of a burgess to represent the petitioners, with 
Ruthin and Denbigh, demand that the said fo- 
reigners and strangers ought to vote in the elec- 
tion, and brought near 500 of them, which gave 
the petitioners much disturbance; Sir Robert pre- 
tending to a majority by such assistance : which 
proceedings, if permitted, may cause the election 
of a burgess to Parliament to be at the pleasure of 
any person as mayor ; and manifestly tend to sub- 
vert the constitution of Parliament, and the free- 
dom and rights of this borough. 

Ordered to be referred to the Committee of Pri- 
vileges and Elections to examine and report. 

No report appears. 

March 30, 1715. A petition of John Wynn of 
Melay, esq., in this county, complaining of an un- 
due return of John Roberts by bribery and threats 
of the said Mr. Roberts, and partiality of John Mid- 
dleton, and Mr. Thomas Roberts, bailiffs of the 
said borough, and other illegal practices. 
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Ordered to be referred, but no report appears. 

In 1741, Arthur Trevor, esq., petitioned 
against John Wynne, esq. 

Renewed Sessions 3d and 3d. 

Feb. 7, 1744. Resolved, '* That the right of 
election is in the burgesses inhabitants of the bo- 
roughs of Denbigh, Ruthin, and Holt, respec- 
tively; and that the sitting member is duly 
elected." 

CORPORATION. 

Two aldermen, a recorder, two bailiffs, 93 bur- 
gesses, who have a town-clerk and two ser- 
geants at mace. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

Feb. 7, 1744. In the Free Burgesses of Den- 
bigh Leon, alias Holt and Ruthin. 

Number of voters — at the last election in 
1819> 196 ; though there has been informer times 
nearly 2000. 

Returning officers — the two Bailiffs of 
Denbigh. 

Patron — Hon. Frederick West. 

political character. 

These boroughs have been under the influence 
of the family of Myddelton of Chirke Castle, 
whose ancestors have represented them in various 
Parliaments from the 33d of Henry VHI., and 
whose name appears in almost every return for the 
last century. The late Richard Myddelton, esq., 
who was the last of the family in the male line, 
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represented these towns in nine successive Parlia- 
ments, but upon his decease his estate descended 
to three coheiresses, one of whom married the late 
Robert Myddelton Biddulph, esq., another married 
the Hon. Frederick West, brother to the late Earl 
Delawar, and the third remains unmarried. Since 
t)ie death of Mr. Myddelton, these boroughs have 
been contested by his sons-in-law Mr. Biddulph, 
and the Hon. Mr. West. The late Sir Thomas 
Tyrwhitt Jones, bart., was chosen to succeed Mr. 
Myddelton, on the interest of the Hon. Mr. West. 
In 1809 Mr. West was elected, and represented 
them in the second Parliament of the united king- 
dom. At the general elections in 1806 and 18079 
Mr. Biddulph was returned and sat for both those 
Parliaments. At the last general election in 1819, 
Lord Viscount Kirkwall, son of the Countess of 
Orkney, was supported by the Hon. Mr. West, in 
opposition to Mr. Biddulph, when the numbers at 
the final close of the poll were, 

For Lord Kirkwall 99— Mr. Biddulph 97. 

Mr. Biddulph petitioned against the return of 
Lord Kirkwall, but the committee declared his 
lordship duly elected. 

Since the above determination Mr. Biddulph 
has died, but his successor is expected to dispute 
the patronage of these boroughs with the Hon. 
Mr. West whenever an opportunity presents 
itself. 
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FLINTSHIRE. 

FLfKTSHiRB 16 8 county of Noith Wmles, 
bounded on the north by the Irish Sea, end the 
estuary of the river Dee ; oo the east by Ohesbire; 
and on the south and west by Denbighshire. It is 
the smallest of the Welch counties, being only sbout 
3d miles long, and about nine bro^d ; comprtsiag 
160,000 acres of land, of which 1 10,000 acres %rt 
pasturage, and only 120,000 acres arable. It cop'r 
tains 7,58.^ houses, inhabited by 39^699 persoM, 
being 19^^77 males and 90,045 iemaies, of whom 
6,9S9 were returned as being employed in trade and 
manufacture, and I0«939in agriculture. Itisdivided 
into five hundreds, viz. Coleshili, Mayler, Moldi 
Prestayn, and Rhyddlan ; and contains oqe city, 
St. Asaph ; one borough, Flint; one market-^tDWd, 
Caerwys ; and 38 parishes, which are partly in th% 
diocese of St. Asaph, and partly in that of Chester. 
The principal commerce of Flintshire is derived 
from its mineral productions; the lead ore is 
smelted on the spot, and the metal sent to Chester, 
whence it is exported ; some of the ore is found 
to contain small quantities of silver. From the 
south-east part of this county the city of Chester 
is principally supplied with coal. Several pot- 
teries of coarse earthenware have been also esta* 
blished here. 

RKPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This county also sent a knight of the shire to 
Parliament by the statute 27 Henry YIII. For 
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aUboygh it had a right of sending a part, or rather 
in electing a part of, the twelre for each province 
of the principality, in the time of Edward II., it 
made no particular return iteelf, till after this sta-^ 
tute. The memoirs of its elections and repre* 
sentatives we have met with since that time are 
these : 

Petitions, &c. May i, 1626. Mr. Coryton 
moveth against the sheriff of Flint divers misde- 
meanors about the last election of the knight of 
tbe shtre : that all these abuses proved by four 
witnesses of great worth, in the affirmative ; mor- 
eth^ where the committee gave a month's time for 
hidi to come up, that this time may be shortened. 
Upon tbe question, the sheriff to be sent for 
to appear upon Tuesday fortnight, before the Cotn- 
nanttee of Privileges.— ^No report appears. 

1734. Sir John Glynn, bart., petitioned : re* 
nailed second session. 

1796. John Lloyd, esq., and the Hon. Lloyd 
Kenyon, severally petitioned against Sir Thomaa 
Mostyn's election ; and also complained of the 
high-sheriff tor allowing Sir Thomas to stand can- 
didate, he being under age. 

April 97, 1797. The speaker read a letter to 
the House, which he had received fh>m Sir Tho*' 
maa Mostyn^ wherein he says, that be did not 
mean to contest the petition presented against hia 
election. The spei^er observed to tbe Hoose, 
that one month must be allowed (as the law stood 
at present) beibre a vacancy could be declared. 
June 19, 1797. The chairman of the committee, 

V 9 



68 WELCH COUNTIES AND BOROUGHS. 

that tried these petitions, reported to the House, 
that Sir Thomas Mostyn was not duly elected, and 
ought not to have been returned; that John Lloyd, 
esq., was duly elected, and that his petition was 
not frivolous nor vexatious: that the defence of 
Sir Thomas Mostyn was frivolous and vexatious. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

Sir Thomas Mostyn has represented this county 
in the five last Parliaments, and his father, the 
late Sir Roger Mostyn in the eight preceding ones, 
and his ancestors, with only five exceptions, were 
members for the last hundred and twenty-five 
year^i, a convincing proof that this respectable 
family possess the commanding interest in the 
county of Flint. 

Earl Grosvenor, and Lord Kenyon, have resi* 
deuces and estates in this county, and the fortner 
is lord-lieutenant, in which office he succeeded 
the late Lord Kenyon, but they have no control- 
ling influence, 

FLINT. 

Flint is a borough in the hundred of Coles- 
hill, Flintshire, of which it is the county town, 
904 miles from London ; containing 909 houses 
and 1,16.9 inhabitants, of whom 369 were returned 
as being employed in trade, &c. It is much fre- 
quented during the summer season as a bathing- 
place ; but it has no market ; the fairs are on the 
^th February, 94tb June, 10th August, and SOth 
November, 
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KEPRBSBNTATIVE HISTORY. 

This, as being the shire town, with the boroughs 
of Rhyddlan, Overton, Caerwis, and Caergoerley, 
sends one burgess to Parliament by statute of 27 
Henry y III. The memoirs of its elections and 
representatives are as follow. 

Petitions, &c. Jan. 22, J628. The late 
election of Mr. Wynne, for this town, referred to 
the Committee of Privileges, to be there first 
heard. 

Feb. 9. Mr. Hackwyll reported from the Com-* 
mittee of Elections, Returns, and Privileges, part 
of the case for the election at Flint, That the 
writ issued by the direction of the lord keeper; that 
the clerks in the crown-office, claimed, in times 
of prorogation, to make out writs of course with- 
out order from the keeper — ^yes ; they had done 
so sometimes, in times of adjournment ; that the 
clerks have brought precedents, appearing in their 
books, from the 14th Queen Elizabeth to 23 Eli- 
zabeth, 46 writs ; and in the Parliament in the Ist 
Jac. In the prorogation, — writs, and two writs 
made in time of adjournment ; that the committee 
hath left the matters to the resolution of the 
House, without any opinion delivered by the com- 
mittee. This Parliament ended soon after, and 
no resolutions made. 

Oct. 20, 1722. A petition of Edward Conway, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Thomas 
Eaton, esq., by the great partiality of John Jones 
and John Pierce, who acted as bailiffs of the said 
borough, beside which several illegal practices 
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were made use of by the said Thomas Eaton and 
his agents to procure him to be elected. 

Ordered to be referred. 

Jan. 17» 173S. Another petition <tf Edvard 
Conwey, esq., same as former. 

Ordered to be referred, but no report appears. 

In 1798, there was a double return, vis. Geoige 
Wynne, and Salisbury Lloyd, esqrs. 

May 8I» Resolved: '* That the right of electioa 
is in the inhabitants of the boroughs of Flint, 
Rhydlan, Overton, Caerwys, and Caergurly^ pay* 
ing scot and lot.*' 

Resolved : ^* That the inhabitants of Knowlton 
and Overton Foreign, paying scot and lot in the 
parish of Overton, have a right to vote in th^ elec* 
tion for Flint ; and that Salusbury Lloyd, esq., is 
duly elected.'* 

In 17S4, Sir John Glynn, hart., petitioned 
against the return of Sir George Wynne, bart. 
It was renewed the following sessions ; and after 
several days hearing, on April 5, 17379 the sitting 
member was voted duly elected. 

In 1749, Richard Williams, esq., petitioned 
against the return of Sir George Wynne. 

Illarch 19. A motion was made and the ques- 
tion being put, that the inhabitants of the several 
boroughs of Flint, Rhydlan, Ceerwys, Caergurly, 
and Overton, including Knolton, and Overton Fo- 
reign, renting land or tenements for which the 
landlords thereof only pay scot and lot, havef ft 
right to vote. It passed in the negative : upon 
which the sittii^ member desired not to give the 
House any further trouble, and was voted not duly 
elected. 
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CORPORATION 

Coifsidts of a mayor, who is by patent, constat 
ble of the castle, and two bailiffs. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

May Si, 1728. Resolved ; «' That the right of 
election of a burgess to serve in Parliament for the 
town of Flint in the county of Flint, is in the /n- 
habiianis of the boroughs of Flint, Rhydtahdj 
Overton, Caerwys, and Caergurley, paying scot 
and \otr 

Resolved : '* That the Inhabitants of t^nolton 
and Overton Foreign, paying scot and lot in the 
parish of Overton, have a right to vote in the elec- 
tion of a burgess to serve in Parliament for the 
town of Flint.'* 

April 5, 1737. " That the Inhabitants of the 
above boroughs renting lands or tenements, for 
which the landlords thereof only pay scot and lot, 
have not a right to vote." 

March 19* 1741. Same resolution. 

Number op voters — uncertain. 

Returning officer — the Mayor. 

Patron — Sir Watkins Williams Wynne, bart. 

political character. 

The right of election in Flint and its conttibu- 
tary boroughs, vi^hicb are so many small villages, 
appears to have been mistaken in all the publica:- 
tions on the subject ; from the ambiguity with 
which the resolutions of April 5, 1737» and that 
of March 19, 1741, aie expressed on the jbomials, 
but we understand it to be as we hilve d^cribed 
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it. Simeon, in his appendix, has only given the 
two former resolutions, and Lord Glenbervie, 
in his first volume, page 3379 only mentions the 
right as being in the inhabitants. We understand 
it to be in all the inhabitants of the boroughs of 
Flint, Rhydland, Overton Caergurley, Knolton, 
and Overton Foreign, and that such inhabitants 
renting^ lands and tenements, /r/r which the land' 
lords thereof only pay scot and lotj have not a 
right to vote. 

Sir Watkins William Wynne, bart., has the intire 
command of these boroughs, and always nominates 
the member. 



GLAMORGANSHIRE. 

Glamorganshire is a county of South Wales, 
bounded on the north by Carmarthenshire and 
Brecknockshire, on the east by Merionethshire, 
and on the south-west by the Severn sea or Bris- 
tol Channel, about 4S miles in length, and from 
eight to 27 in breadth ; containing 422,400 acres 
of land, of which 30^,000 are in a state of cultiva- 
tion, viz. 43,000 as arable, andS62,0OO as pastur- 
age, it is divided into 10 hundreds, Caerphilly, 
Cowbridge, Dinas, Powis, Kibber, Llangwelack, 
Miskin, Neath, Newcastle, Ogmore, and Swansea ; 
comprising one city, Llandaff, one borough, Car- 
diff, and four other market-towns, viz. Cowbridge, 
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Neath,PeDrice,and Swansea; and containing H^SSi 
houses and 71>^9^ inhabitants, being 34,190 males 
and 37)33^ females, of whom 6,903 were returned 
as being employed in trade, manufacture, and han- 
dicraft, and 18,515 in agriculture. Total amount of 
property in this county returned under the income 
tax in 1806, 561,351/. Amount of assessment 
under the poor's rate in 1803, 37i780/. being at the 
rate of 7^. 3d, in the pound. It is included in 
the south-east circuit, and contains 118 parishes, 
all in the province of Canterbury, and diocese of 
Llandaff. The plenty of coal with the convenience 
for exportation has occasioned the establishment 
of an extensive copper work at Swansea. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This county is also one of the twelve Welch 
counties whose liberty of returning a member to 
Parliament was founded on the statute of 27th 
Henry VIII. Of its elections, &c., we only find 
the following memoirs. 

Petitions, &c. In 1735, Bussy Mansell, esq., 
petitioned, but we do not find any report. 

In 1-754, Charles Van, esq., petitioned against 
the return of Thomas Matthews, esq., but afterwards 
withdrew his petition. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The Duke of Beaufort, Marquis of Bute, Earl 
of Plymouth, Mr. Talbot, of Margam, the Hon. 
Mr. Windham, of Dunraven Castle, and Mr. Gray, 
possess the leading interest in this county, but in 
the £imous contest in 1789) the Hon. Thomas 
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Wiiidsar was supported bj all the aristocracy of 
Glamorganshire, against the iate Thomas Wind- 
ham, esq., who stood on the independent interest 
of the freeholders, and so vigorously opposed this 
formidable combination, which had for its object 
the dictation of a representative that Captain 
Windsor found it convenient to decline, and Mr. 
Windham was elected into every succeeding Par- 
liament till the time of his death in 1814. 



CARDIFF. 

Cardiff is a market-town in Glamoigan, 
Wales, 1()0 miles from London; seated on the river 
Taff. The streets are compact, and the houses in 
general well built, containing 314 houses and 1,870 
inhabitants, of whom 913 were returned as being 
employed in trade and manufacture. A court of 
record rs held here every fortnight, and the annual 
asizes for the county in April and August. The 
market on Wednesday and Saturday is well sup- 
plied ; and those on the second Wednesday in 
March, April, and May, are very large, and a new 
cattle market every Saturday. Fairs June 19, 
-Sept. 19i and Nov. 30. 

REPRRSfiNTATIVB HISTORY. 

This being the shire town of the county of Gla- 
morgan, as such in conjunction with Aberavon, 
Cowbridge, Kenfigg, Llantrissant, Lougher, Neth, 
and Swansea is entitled, by the statute 97th Henry 
YIII. to send one burgess to J^rliament. It has 
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several anttent charters, which are all recited hi 
the charter of the 95rd of Queen Elizabeth, and 
confirmed. The memoirs of contested elections 
for this borough, &c., are as follow. 

Petitions, Ac. June 88, \660. Mr. Turner 
reported from the Committee of Privileges and 
elections, the case upon the double return for this 
borough. That upon the examination of the fact, 
It appeared that the sheriff summoned the bailiffb 
of Cardiff, and those of the out boroughs (who 
are also interested in the election) to attend the 
election at the usual place ; and that the bailiffs of 
Cardiff came notrup at the time to the place of 
election, though room was offered to be made for . 
them, (for which they pretended the great con- 
course of people ;) and that the sheriff and bailiffs 
of some of the out boroughs (the bailiffs of Car- 
diff nmking defMilt as aforesaid,) proceeded to the 
election, and returned Bussey Mansel, esq., un- 
der the hands and seals of the sheriff and two of 
the bailiffs ; and the committee are of opinion, the 
return is good, and that Mr. Mansel is duly chosen 
and ought to sit. 

Resolved : ** That the House do agree with the 

committee, and that Mr. Bussey Mansel is duly 

elected.** 

May 24, 1661. Sir Richard Lloyd, knt., being 

returned kaight of the shire for Radnor and bur<* 

gess of this borough, waved his election for this 

town, and made cheiee to serve as knight for the 

county of Radnor. 

June 15, Mp. Sergeant Chariton made report 

from the Committee of Privileges and Elections, 
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touching the election for this town. That the 
committee had examined the cause upon the me- 
rits, and concerning Sir Richard Lloyd's waver of 
his being returned as burgess for this borough ; and 
that it appeared to the committee, that after Mr. 
Thomas had preferred his petition, setting forth his 
election as burgess for this borough. Sir Richard 
Lloyd having notice thereof, and being elected 
knight of the shire for the county of Radnor, had 
waved his election for this borough ; and that this 
House not being informed that that election was 
questioned, did thereupon direct a new writ for a 
new election ; by, virtue whereof, Mr. Basset was 
elected and returned; whereas, Mr. Thomas at the 
former election, had clearly the majority of voices, 
there being 105 for him and about 40 for Sir Ri- 
chard Lloyd^ and none of them came to the poll ; 
and that Sir Richard Lloyd acknowledged that 
he knew nothing of the election till he was advised 
thereof by a letter ; and that he did not make any 
defence; and the opinion of the committee that 
Mr. Thomas was duly chosen ; and that the com- 
mittee submitted to the judgment of the House 
what was to be done with Mr. Basset. 

Resolved upon the question, " That this House 
doth agree with the committee^ that Mr. Tho- 
mas was duly chosen burgess for this town, and 
only ought to sit in this House as burgess for this 
place.*' 

Resolved also, '* That the new writ and election 
of Mr. Basset is void.*' 

June 18, Resolved upon the question, ** That 
the deputy clerk of the crown, now attending at 



the door with the returns, do take from off the 
file, the writ and indenture whereby Mr. Basset 
was returned a burgess for this town ; and that he 
cancel the same/* And also, 

Resolved further, " That he do raze the name 
of Sir Richard Lloyd out of the indenture, whereby 
he was returned burgess for this town ; and that 

he do instead thereof, insert the name of 

Thomas, esq., who was duly elected for the said 
town of Cardiff. 

March 19) 1678. A petition of Thomas Strad- 
ling, esq., the younger, complaining of an undue 
return of Sir Robert Thomas, hart., to serve in this 
present Parliament as a burgess for this town, in 
injury of the petitioner, who was duly elected, 
and ought to have been returned. 

Resolved : " That it be referred," but no report 
appears.'' 

In 1735, Thomas Mfitthews, esq., petitioned, 
renewed second session, but no report appears. 

CORPORATIOK 

Consists of a mayor, who is constable of the cas- 
tle, twelve aldermen and two bailiffs, who are an- 
nually chosen from among the aldermen, and 
twelve common-councilmen. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

Not only in the Burgesses of this place, but in 
the Burgesses of Aberavon, Cowbridge, Kenfigg, 
Llantrissent, Lougher, Neth, and Swansea. 

Number op voters — 1,000. 

Patron — Marquis of Bute. 
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POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The Marquis of Bute has nominated the mem- 
berfor these boroughs in the last seven Parlia- 
ments; his influence prevails principally in Car- 
diff and Cowbridge ; that of the Duke of Beaufort, 
ia Swansea and Lougher; Mr. Talbot of Margam, 
has the influence of Aberavon and Kenfigg ; and 
Mr. Hanbury that of Neath. The Marquis of 
Bute is allowed to have the control, and bio 
noauoatioo is implicitly obeyed. 



MERIONETHSHIRE. 

McRiONETusHiRK is acounty in North Wales, 
bounded on the north by Carnarvonshire and 
Denbighshire, on the east by Denbighshire and 
Montgomeryshire, on the south by Cardiganshire, 
and on the west by the Irish sea and Carnarvon- 
shire. It is 33 miles long and 35 broad, and con* 
tains 600,000 acres of land, of which 350,000 are 
pasturage and 50,000 arable. It is divided into 
five hundreds, viz. Arduddwy, Edernion, Estima- 
ner, Penllyn, and Talybont; and contains 37 pa- 
rishes, four market- towns Bala, Dolgelly, Harlech, 
and Dynesmouthy, and 5,787 houses inhabited by 
^i9,506 persons, viz. 13,896 males and 15,610 fe- 
males, of whom 9,711 were employed in various 
trades, manufactures, and handicraft, and 10,308 
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in agriculture. The total return of income under 
the property tax in 1806, was 156,351/., and the 
amount of money raised for the poor in 1S03, was 
9,44'9/- being at the rate of 6s. id. in the pound. 
Tbh county lies in the diocese of Bangor, and re- 
turn one member to Parliament. Its principal 
rivers are the Dee, Defunny, Dyffi, Avon, and 
the Drwydth. 

REPASSENTATIVK HISTORY. 

This county is one of the twelve enabled to send 
one knight of the shire to Parliament by the sta* 
tute of the 37th of Henry VIII., and has dona so 
ever since. The Journals afford no memoirs of a 
contested election. All we find relating to tjb^ 
matter of election is as follows, 

Oct. 3, 1702. The House taking notice, that 
by the books pf returns from the clerk of the crown, 
there is no return madie by the sheriff of this 
county. 

Reaolved : '' That the sheriff of Merioneth, for 
not having made a return of his writ, and of the 
member, elected to serve in this present Partis'* 
ment by virtue thereof, is guilty of a breach of the 
privilege of this House.** 

Ordered that the said sl^riff be, for his said of« 
fence taken into the custody of the segeant at arms 
attending this House. 

Nov, 9. A petition of Edward Holland, high 
sheriff of this county, in custody of the seigeant 
at arms. 

Nov. 10. The high sheriff acquainted the 
House that it was a surprize to him to find the 



80 WELCH COUNTIES AND BOROUGHS. 

writ was not returned, he having executed the 
writ and made th** return, and delivered it to the 
under sheriff to bring up ; who brought the same 
with him and then withdrew. 

Ordered : " That the said Mr. Holland be dis- 
charged out of the custody of the sergeant at arms.^ 

Ater which a motion was made for taking the 
under sheriff into custody, but disagreed to. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

We find the name of Vaughan representing this 
county with only one exception for the last huh- 
dred and fourteen years. 

The present member is Sir Robert Williams 
Vaughan, bart., of Nannan. 

Evan Lloyd Vaughan, esq., who represented this 
county in five successive Parliaments from 1768, 
to the time of his death, was esteemed one of the 
last independent members of the old constitutional 
school. 

There being no borough in this county adjudged 
proper to be made choice of to nominate a burgess, 
when the principality was imprivileged to send 
members by act of parliament, which was 27 
Henry VIII., proves that some regard was had at 
that time to the equality of representation, and 
that care was taken not to constitute a represen- 
tative bodv without constituents, as is the case 
in most of the present ones. It was therefore 
enacted, that Haverfordwest, a large town in Pem- 
brokeshire, should elect a member to make up the 
deficiency. 
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MONTGOMERYSHIRE. 

MoNTGOMER Y>HiR£ IS bounded on the north 
by Denbighshire, on the north-east and east by 
Salop, on the south-east by Radnorshire, on the 
south-west by Cardiganshire, and on the west by 
Merionethshire. It is about 37 miles long and 
35 broad, and contains 500,000 acres of land, 
having about 60,000 arable, 180,000 pasturage, 
and about 350,000 uncultivated, including wood 
lands. It is divided into nine hundreds, viz. 
Cawrse, Denddwr, Llanfyllin, Llanidloes, Ma- 
chynleth, Mathrafel, Montgonnery, Newton, and 
Pool ; containing five market-towns, or rather 
boroughs, as they formerly returned one member to 
the imperial Parliament, viz. Llanidloes, Llanvil- 
ling, \iachynleth, Montgomery, and Welch-Poole. 
The county contains 47 parishes, 8,735 houses, 
and 47,97s inhabitants, viz. 99,914 males and 
95,064 females, of whom 6,938 were employed in 
trade, handicraft, and manufacture, and 13,809 in 
agriculture. Amount of money raised for the 
maintenance of the poor in 1803 was 99,9SS/., at 
the rate of 5«. 1 1 {d. in the pound. The amount of 
assessment under the property tax in 1806 was 
3I3,6l9/.v»nd the average scale of mortality for ten 
years appears to have been as 1 to 59 of the exist- 
ing population. It lies in the dioceses of St. Asaph, 
Bangor, and Hereford, in the province of Canter- 
bury, and is included in the north-east circuit. 

REPKESENTATIVK HISTORY. 

This is also one of the twelve Welch counties 
enabled to send a representative to Parliament by 

PART II. VOL. IV. G 



S9 W£LCH CdVNTIBS AND BOROUGHS. 

the statute of the 27th Henry VI 11., from which 
time it has returned one member to Parliament. 
The memoirs relating to irs elections are these: 

Pktitions, &c. July 16, 1660. Sir Edward 
Turner reported from the Committee for Privileges 
and Elections the case of the election of a knight 
to serve for this county--*-^^ That, upon examina* 
tton of the fact, some objections were made against 
the Talidity of the former election, hy reason the 
poll was demanded of the sheriff, and denied ; and 
that the committee were of opinion the poll was 
not so demanded and refused as to make the elec^ 
tion void ; and that John Purcell, esq^ who is 
returned to serve for the said county, is duly 
elected, and ought to sit :*' whereto the House 
agreed. 

Oct. 93, 1709. Notice being taken that the 
skeriffof this and other counties had not returned 
their writs for electing members to serve in this 
present Parliament, 

Resolved : ^' That the said sheriff, for not having 
made a return of his writ, and of the members 
elected to serve in this present Parliament by vir* 
tue thereof, is guilty of a great breach of the pri* 
vilegeof this House." 

Ordered to be taken into custody of the sergeant 
at arms attending the House. 

Nov. 8. A petition of John Felton, high-sberifT 
of this county, in custody of the sergeant at arms, 
acknowledging his offence, and begging pardon 
for the same, and praying to be discharged out of 
custody. 

9. Mr. Felton being examined said, that 

1)0 (immediately upon receipt of the writ) sent 
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it to Mr. Fowkes, bis under-sheriff, and that the 
execution and return thereof was left to his under- 
sheriff, and that he signed the return accordingly. 

Ordered: ** That the under-sheriff be summoned 
to attend forthwith/' 

Ordered : '' That the said Mr« Felton be dis* 
charged out of the custody of the sergeant at 



artDfi. 



POLITICAL CHARACTER. 



The leading interest in this county is disputed 
between the Earl of Powis and Sir Watkin Wil- 
litms Wynne : the latter has prevailed in returning 
the member to the five last Parliaments, but the 
Earl of Powis has frequently succeeded in his no- 
mination antecedent to that period. 



MONTGOMERY. 

MovTGOMCRT IS a borough, market, and the 
county-town of Montgomeryshire, 93 miles from 
Ludlow, and 169 from London; containing 166 
bouses and 979 inhabitants. It is situated on the 
ascent of a bill, near the right bank of the Severn, 
and was formerly surrounded with walls. At this 
pWee ere held the general quarter-sessions and 
county-courts, alternately with Machynleth, and 
it has a gaol and house of correction. The market 
IS on Tuesday. Fairs, first Monday in March, 
Mareh 96th, Saturday before Good Friday, first 
Thursday in May, June 7th, September 5th, Oc« 
toher 94th, and Noveober isth« 

o9 
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REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This is the shire town of the county of this 
name, and formerly, with its roadjutor boroughs, 
Machinleth, Llanidloes, Poole, and Llvtnvylling, 
elected one burgess, by virtue of the statute of 
27th of Henry VIll. ; but it hath lately bren de- 
termined that the right is in this town only. The 
memoirs relating to several elections in the jour- 
nals, are these : 

Petitions, &4:. 15S0. In the vacation be- 
tween the sessions of Parliament, several ^rit»' 
were issued by the Lord Chancellor, in the room 
of members sick or absent. 

Jan. 19. Several members, elected by the virtue 
of those writs, were allowed to sit. 

The names of the members are not in the ori- 
ginal journal ; but Sir Simond d'Kwes hcis inserted 
in his journal that Hirhard Herbert, esq., was 
elected, and allowed 10 sit for this town, in place 
of Mr. Pugh, who was supposed dead, but was 
only sick. 

March 18. Ordered, (upon Mr. Cromwell's re- 
port,) " That Richard Herbert, esq., returned a 
burgess for this borough in the room and place of 
Rowland Pugh, esq., supposed to be dead, but 
yet known to be in plain life, ^hall b^ forthwith 
removed from his place; and the said Rowland 
Ptigh shall stand and continue for the said place/' 
. July 16, l660i Sir Edward Turner reported 
from the Committee for Privileges: the case upon 
the return of Thomas Middleton, esq., to serve for 
this borough ; and the petition of Charles Floyd, 
♦* That, upon examination of the fact, it appears to 
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the committee that Mr. Middleton is duly chosen^ 
and ought to sit:'* vvhtreto the House agreed. 

March 19. Ir78. A petition of Kdward Lloyd, 
esq.; romplairiing of undue practices used by the 
bailiffs, in electing and returning Matthew Price, 
esq.; to serve for this ^>orough, in injury of the pe- 
titioner, who was duly elected. &c. 

Resolved: '' That it be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Privileges, &c.*' 

A petition of Matthew Price, esq., complaining 
of an undue return of Edward Lloyd. 

Resolved : *' That it be also referred, &c.'* 

20. A petition of the mayor, bailiffs, and 

burgesses, of Machinleth, Llanidloes, Poole, and 
Llanvylling, complaining of undue practices used 
by the bailiff of the town of Montgomery, in not 
giving timely notice to the inhabitantsof the said bo- 
roughs of the election ; and, upon the day of elec* 

tion,excludingthepetitionersfroro being polled, who 
had agreed to give their votes for Edward Lloyd, 
esq. ; but the said bailiff, being influenced by some 
gredt person in the neighbourhood, returned Mat- 
thew Price, esq., to serve in this present Parlia- 
ment as burgess for the said town, notwithstanding 
the petitioners, who were far the greater number, 
unanimouslymade choice of thesaid Edward Lloyd, 
to the great injury of the petitioners ; and praying 
that the said Edward Lloyd may either have the 
benefit of their voices, or that the election may be 
made void. 

Resolved : ** That the said petition be also re- 
ferred, &c." 

April I, 1679. Sir Thomas* Meers reported, 
th at ' the committee bad considered :tbe«matter. jof 
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the retura for this borough, and agreed on a report 
as follows, viz, 

'^ There are two indentures, both dated the 18th 
of February; one between John Williams^ esq., 
akeriff of this county, of the one part, and Edwasd 
Whittingham and Roger Jones, bailiffs, and many 
of the burgesses of this borough of the other part, 
(wherein Mr. Matthew Price is returned) ; and is 
signed by both the bailiffs and many burgesses, 
and a large seal against the bailiffs' names, and a 
seal to each of the burgesses' names." 

*^ The other indenture between the same sheriff 
of the one part, and many burgesses of the bo- 
roughs of Montgomery, Foole» Machialeth, Llan* 
nidloes, and^Llanvylling, in the same county, of 
the other part, (whereby Mr. Edward Lloyd is re- 
turned) and is signed by many of the said burgesses, 
but not either of the bailiffs' hands, or any seal at 
all." 

Whereupon the committee resolved: *' That the 
indenture wherein Matthew Price, esq., is returned 
is well and duly returned by the proper officers ; 
and that thereupon he ought to sit in the present 
Parliament, as well returned for the said borough 
of Montgomery :" which was also resolved by the 
House. 

Oct. S7, 1680. A petition of Sir John Trevor, 
touching the election for the shire town of Mont- 
gomery. 

Nov. 8. A petition of the bailiffs and burgesses 
of the borough of Poole, in this county, touching^ 
the election of a burgess to serve in this pseseot 
Parliament for this shire town ; and a debate 
arisiag, whether the said petition be exhibited 
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t¥ithin the time prefixed by the orders of the 
House, it was rejected. 

March 94. A petition of Sir John Trevor, 
touching the election for this shire town. 

Ordered to be referred, but no report appetrs. 

May S;j, 1685. A petition of Charles Herbert, 
esq., touching the election for this town ; also a 
petition of the mayor and burgesses of this town, 
aod ot the boroughs of Llanidloes, Poole, and 
Llanvyllme:. 

June 10. The House proceeded in the hearing 
of the merits of the SHid election ; and the coun- 
sel being called in, and heard at large upon the 
matter. 

Resolved : '* That the election of a burgess to 
serve in Parliament for this shire town doth not 
belong to the burgesses of Montgomery only." 

*^ That the several burgesses of the several bo- 
roughs of Llanidloes, Poole, and Llanvylling, in 
the county of Montgomery, have a right to vote at 
the election of a burgess to serve in Parliament 
for this shire town." 

*^ That William Williams, esq., is not duly 
elected." 

^* That the late election of a burgess to serve in 
this present Parliament for this shire town is a 
void election : and a warrant ordered for a new 
writ. 

Nov. 9, 1705. A petition of John Vaugban, 
eaq., complaining of an undue return of Mr. 
Charles Mason, by great partiality of Mr. George 
Beddoes, one of the bailiffs, in the absence of Mr. 
Edward Morris, the capitalbailiff of Montgomery, 
and by many other undue and illegal practices. 
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Nov. 6. A petition of Lumley Williams and 
John Herbert, esqrs., Morgan Edwards, John Da- 
vis, John Bembowe, Edward Evans, and Edward 
Lloyd, gentlemen, burgesses of this town and bo- 
rough, to a similar effect as Mr. Vaughan's. 

8. A petition of John Wynn and William 

Nicholls, esqrs., bailiffs of the town and borough 
of Poole; John Price and Griffith Buckley, esqrs., 
bailiffs of the borough and town of Llanvylling ; 
and Jenkin Lloyd, gent., mayor of the borough of 
Llandidloes, in the county of Montgomery; as 
well in behalf of themselves as of the rest of the 
burgesses of the said several boroughs to a similar 
effect. 

Jan. 17» 1706. Mr. Compton reported the mat- 
ter on the said several petitions as follows. The 
petitioners' counsel alleged, that the right of elec- 
tion was in the burgesses of Montgomery and 
three out-boroughs ; and the same was not con- 
troverted by Mr. Mason's counsel. 

That it was agreed Mr. Mason had a majority 
on the poll ; but the petitioners' counsel com- 
plained of ill practices used to procure votes for 
Mr. Mason, and that there was no due notice 
given of the election ; and also of a surprize in 
Mr. Mason's appearing a candidate. 

As to ill practices, they called Evans, who said 
that Powell, who voted for Mr. Mason, and de- 
manded a poll for him, offered Francis Herbert 
10/. to vote as he would have him. Herbert voted 
for Mr. Vaughan. 

As to the want of due notice, Evans and others 
said the electors were about seven or eight hundred 
persons ; that in Montgomery alone were an hun. 
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dred and twenty ; whereas at this election were 
polled seventy-one only ; that there was a general 
complaint of the surprize. 

Cooper said he had but an hour's notice. 
It appeared also that it was not known Mr. 
Mason intended to be a candidate, or did appear 
in the town, till they had actually begun the elec- 
tion ; and then Mr. Powell demanded a poll for 
Mr. Mason, and xMr. Mason appeared as a can- 
didate. 

On the poll there were for Mr. Mason 41 — 
Mr. Vaughan 30. 

That Kobison, who took the poll, said it was 
carried on hastily, so that the names of one or two 
who polled were not set down by him ; but it 
was admitted three proclamations were made for 
persons to come in to poll before the poll was 
closed. 

For Mr. Mason it was alleged that due notice 
was given. 

The committee resolved, *' That Charles Mason, ' 
esq., is duly elected;" whereto the House agreed. 
March 30, VI \5. A petition of Francis Herbert, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of John 
Pugh, esq., by bribery and corruption, and other 
violent and illegal practices, by himself and his 
agents, &c. 

Ordered to be referred, but no report appears. 
In 1728, a double return. 

April 16, 1728. Resolved : '' That the right of 
election is in the burgesses of the said shire town 
only, and William Corbet, esq., duly elected. 

CORPORATION 

Consists of two bailiffs and 12 burgesses or 
common council-men. 
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RIGHT OP ELECTION. 

June 10, 16S0. That the election of a burgess 
to serve for thi« shire town, doth not belong to the 
burgesses of Montgomery only. 

That the several boroughs of Llanidloes, Welch - 
Poole, and Llanvylling, have a right to vote at the 
election of a burgess to serve in Parliament for 
this shire town. 

April 16, 1798. That the right of election is in 
the burgesses oi the said shire town only. 

The town of Machinleth, though an ancient 
borough, and entitled to vote under the statute of 
87 Henry YIII., does not appear by the journals 
to have claimed its right at either of the above 
periods. 

The two last resolutions of 1680, and 17S8, 
being at variance with each other, the burgesses 
of Llanidloes, Welch- Poole, and Llanvilling, and 
also those of Machinleth, have a power to assert 
their right of voting for a member for Montgo- 
mery, before another committee of the House of 
Commons, by the statute of S8 George HL, and 
also an appeal within twelve calendar months, 
against any future decision, is given them by the 
said act. 
Number of voters — SO. 
Returning officers — the Bailiffs. 
Proprietor — the Earl of Powys. 

political character. 

This town, like all the others in Wales whick 
were imprivileged to send members to Parliament, 
had its contributory boroughs, who participated 
in the invaluable right of election, until the year 
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1728« when ooa of those resolutions of the Uouses 
wbich has swept away the constituents of roost of 
the English boroughs, extended the disfranchising 
arm of authority to those of Machinleth, Llanid-^ 
Iocs, Llanvilling, and Welchpool, which are now 
stripped of their ancient privileges, and the right 
declared to l>e in the burgesses of Montgomery 
anfy. The number of electors are now not more 
than eighty ; consequently the inde|>endence of 
its parliamentary character is at an end, and the 
borough, like that of Beaumaris, is entirely at the 
disposal of a patron. 

Of the boroughs disfranchised by the resolution 
oftheCommitteeofPrivilegesinl798,Welch-Poole 
contains 530 houses; Machinleth S41; Llanvilling 
437; Llanidloes 480 houses; and the four bo- 
roughs united, have a population of 7)516 persons, 
who were all deprived of the right of representa- 
tion, to confine it to Montgomery, a place with 
only 155 houses, and 979 inhabitants. In what 
way can this he accounted for, except that Mont- 
gomery is the property of a lord, while the other 
four boroughs are perfectly independent. They 
were all equally entitled to the exercise of this 
privilege, by 27 Henry VIII., which empowered 
Wales to send twelve representatives for the coun- 
ties, and as many for all the ancient boroughs. 
Welch-Poole, Machinleth, Llanvilling, and Llan- 
idloes, were four of these ancient boroughs ; 
they continued to exercise the right of voting 
from the year li36, to 17S79 a period of 191 years, 
when it was resolved, that the right of election 
was in the borough of Montgomery only ! ! ! In 
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the same manner have the inhabitants of most of 
the boroughs in England been deprived of the 
same right ; and what renders this grievance the 
more inexplicable and oppressive is, that almost 
every committee has differed with the former one 
in its determination. The journals are crowded 
with these contradictory resolutions, and in the 
cases of Saltash and Steyning, two members have 
been sitting in the House at the same time, who 
have been elected by different descriptions of con- 
stituents, and both have been determined by suc- 
ceeding committees, to possess the exclusive right 
of election. 

This plainly demonstrates, that the original right 
of the people has been lost sight of, and that these 
determinations originate in an ignorance of the 
constitution of Parliament, though there are not 
wanting persons who attribute them to other mo- 
tives. If the Grenville Act had repealed all these 
resolutions, and established the right in the house- 
holders of all the boroughs, it would have restored 
the ancient right of election, and saved a million 
of money that has since been expended in contest 
and litigation. 



PEMBROKESHIRE. 

Pembrokeshire is a county in South Wales, 
bounded on the north east by Cardiganshire, on 
the east hy Carmafthenshire, and on the other 
'sides by the Irish sea. It may be estimated to be 
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in length about 30 miles, and its extreme breadth 
about 27. It contains about 335,600 acres of land, 
about 14-0,000 being arable, 160,000 pasturage, 
and of the remainder, about 8,000 acres appear to 
be totally unfit for cultivation. This county is 
divided into seven hundreds ; viz. Castle Martin, 
Dewsland, Dungleddy, Kemess, Kilgerron, Nar- 
berth, and Rouse, and contains one city, St. Da- 
vid's : one borough, Haverfordwest ; six market 
towns ; Fishguard, Kilgarron, Newport, Pem- 
broke, Penby, and Whiston ; the whole containing 
143 parishes, 11,869 houses, inhabited by 56,280 
persons; viz. 25,406 males, and ;j0,874 females, of 
whom 4,846 were returned as being employed in 
trade and manufacture, and 20,088 in agriculture. 
There is a cotton mill near Haverfordwest, a forge 
at Blackpool, and iron and tin works on the Tivy. 
Some years since an attempt was made to introduce 

the linen manufacture, but it did not succeed. 
The amount of assessment under the property tax 
in IS06 was 322,7 )0/., and the amount of money 
raised for the maintenance of the poor in 1803, 
was 13,213/., at the rate of Ms. S^d. in the pound. 
The average scale of mortality according to the re- 
gistered burials for ten years, appears to have been 
as 1 to 70 of the existing population. 

REPHESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This is one of the twelve Welch counties. It 
was formerly a county palatine, within Wales, 
and its earl was Comes Palatimis^ and had Jura 
Regalia. Its jurisdiction was taken away by the 
statute 37 Uepry VIII., which enabled it to send 
one knight of the shire^ and two burgesses : one 
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for Pembroke, and one for Haverfordwest. The 
memoirs of matters relating to its elections, here 
follow. 

May 28, 1634. Mr. Glanville reported con- 
cerning one of the knights of Pembrokeshire, 
against Sir James Parrot. That the committee 
resolved not to me Idle with it, because it came 
after the time six weeks. 

Resolved, ** That the election and return of Sir 
James Parrot, is due and good." 

Feb. 91, 1700. A petition of John Barl6w, 
William Skirme, John Philips, Owen Ford, esqrs., 

and several other freeholders of this county, com- 
plaining of an undue return of Sir Arthur Owen, 
by great partiality of the sheriff, in privately deli- 
vering the writ to Charles Phillips, John Lang- 
hame, John Meyrick, esqrs., great friends of Sir 
Arthur ; and as pretended, deputed them, with 
Thomas Skirme, his under sheriff, with the execu- 
tion thereof, and to take the poll, together with 
many other illegal practices. — No report. 

March 30, 1715. A petition of John Barlow, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Sir Arthur 
Owen, by great partiality of the sheriff, and that 
guards oFtwelve men were appointed, most of them 
servants to Sir Arthur, armed with his halberts, 
under the notion of the sheriff's men, many of 
whom behaved themselves very insolent towards 
divers of the freeholders, and beat them ; whereby 
they had not the opportunity of giving their votes 
for the petitioner. Ordered to be referred, but no 
report appears. 

1728. Sir Arthur Oweii, bart., petitioned ; re- 
newed in 3d and 3rd sessions^^No report. 
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1711. John vSymmons, esq., petitioned, renewed 
Sd sessions anri withdnwn. 

1762. Hugh Owen, esq., petitioned against 
Sir RichaM Phillips, renewed the following ses- 
sions, but on the 27th of March, I766, requested 
leave to wit! draw it, to which the House agreed. 

I7fi8. Hugh Owen, esq., petitioned, renewed 
the 9d sessions, when the merit of this election 
was tried at the bar of the House, and on the 
6th of March, 1770, the House resolved it was a 
void election. 

177^. Several of the freeholders in favour of 
Symons, esq., and themselves. The merits of this 
petition was tried at the bar of the House, when 
on April 27. 1770, the House resolved : ** That 
the sitting member was duly elected.*' 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The political interest in this county, is disputed 
between Lord Cawdor, and Sir John Owen. At 
the last general election in 1819, there was a con- 
test between Sir John Owen and the Hon. Mr. 
Campbell, eldest son of Lord Cawdor, which ter- 
minated in favour of the former : the numbers at 
the final close of the poll being, for Sir John Owen 
1599— Hon. Mr. Campbell 1344. 

This is not considen^d by any means as con- 
clusive in favour of the Ivaronet, as Lord Milford 
represented this county in the eight preceding Par- 
liaments, and was always chose in opposition to 
the Owen interest. Lord Milford and Lord Ken- 
sington unite with Lord Cawdor, and it is ima- 
gined that their united interest will prevail at a 
future election. 
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PEMBROKE. 

PKMBROKEf a borough and market town, con* 
sisting of two parishes, in the hundred of Castle 
Martin, Pembrokeshire, situated on a branch of 
Milford IJaven, 10 miles from Haverfordwest, and 
350 from London ; containing 333 houses, and 
1, 84!^ inhabitants, of whom 316 were returned as 
being employed in various trades and manufactures. 
The market is on Saturday. Fairs, May Hth, 
Trinity Monday, Jgly 10th, and September 35th. 

liEPRKSENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This is the shire town of this name, enabled to 
send a member to Parliament, by the statute 37 
Henry V IlL, and it has joined with it in this pri- 
vilege, the boroughs of Tenby and Wiston. The 
memoirs concerning the elections and its rights 
in the journals, are these. 

Petitions, &c. — May 18, 1621. Sir George 
Moore reported from the Committee for Privilegea, 
concerning a burgess for this borough — That they 
of Pembroke stood upon it ; they only had right, 
and the outboroughs none. That the outboroughs 
were refused to have their voice. Hereupon the 
choice of Powell by those of Pembroke, holden 
void by the committee. 

Dec. 5, 1710. A petition of Lewis Wogan, esq., 
complaining of an undue return of Sir Arthur 
Owen, by bribery and many other illegal practices, 
and stating that the mayors and burgesses of Wis- 
ton and Tenby in this county, have a right to vote 
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in the election of a member, together with the 
mayor and burgesses of Pembroke ; but the mayor 
of Pembroke would not permit the mayor and 
divers bu loesses of Wiston to vote tor the peti- 
tiooeri tho^igfa they had frequently used that right 
without interruption. 

A petition of the :mayor, divers of the burgesses, 
of tjtus ancient borough of Wiston, in the county 
of Peinbroke^ on behalf of themselves, jumI the rest 
of theJbuugesses of the said borough, staUogthat 
the said borough is an ancient borough by pre- 
scription, and their mayor and burgesses, and also 
the.may^H* and bufgesaes of Tenby, together with 
the mayor and bud^esses of Pembroke, have a 
right to vote at ithe election of a burgess to serve 
in Parliament for the borough of Penibroke, and 
have fi^quently exercised that right; and the mayor 
of Pembroke has igiveia notice of such election ; 
b.9t Sir Arthor Owen, hart., (do gain the govern- 
ment of Pembrdke wbdUy to his own hands) in 
1704, procured himself to be elected mayor, (al- 
tbou^ by the charter he was not qualified so to 
be) and so continued lU^aUy for two years, during 
jwhich time he admitted great numbers of his de« 
pendant's tei^apts, afid servants who did Aot live 
within the liberties of Pembroke, to be common- 
councUmen and bwgesses ; thereby intending 
contrary 10 the charters and bye laws of the said 
borough, to deprive t^ petitioners of their right 
of election. That Sir Arthur ihath procured divers 
of his dependants of mean fortunes, who were not 
faouseholders in the town, to be elected mayor, 
n^ho have also admitted great numbers of unqua- 

PART II. VOL. IV. H 
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lifted persons as bui^esses of Pembroke ; and the 
present mayor, Joseph Rickson, solicited in the 
last election for Sir Arthur, and proceeded to elec- 
tion, without giving the petitioners such notice as 
the law requires^ and complaining of many other 
illegal practices. 

Dec. 8, 1711. The said Mr. Wogan, and the 
said mayor and burgesses of Wiston, presented 
two petitions, the same in substance with those 
aforesaid, which were severally read, and referred 
again. 

Feb. 9i. Mr. Freeman reported the matter 
upon the said petitions, as it appeared to the Com- 
mittee. That the counsel for the petitioners al- 
leged, that the right of election is in the mayors» 
bailiffs, and burgesses of the several boroughs of 
Pembroke, Tenby and Wiston. 

That the counsel for Sir Arthur Owen alleged 
the right of election to be in the mayors* bailij9b, 
and burgesses of Pembroke and Tenby only. 

That the poll was taken of the burgesses of 
Pembroke and Tenby only. For Sir Arthur 
Owen 2 7— Mr. Wogan 124. 

Hereupon much debate as to the burgesses of 
Wiston having a right to vote, when the com-^ 
mittee resolved : 

" That the mayor and burgesses of the ancient 
borough of Wiston, in the county of Pembroke, 
have a right to vote at the election of a member to 
serve in Parliament for this borough of Pem- 
broke." 

To add 239 to the petitioners' poll, was called 
John Owen, esq,, who said, that the mayor and 
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burgesses of Wiston came to Pembroke to vote in 

* " • « 

this election, and upon their coming there, the 
fire-bell rang, upon which there was a great tu- 
mult : the burgesses and inhabitants for several 
miles ran together ; and Sir Arthur Owen made a 
speech and told them, that the Wiston burgesses 
were come to destroy their rights and privileges. 
but he would stand by the corporation of Pem- 
broke with his life and fortune ; and thereupon 
the Wiston burgesses were said to be enemies ; 
and the mob went up and down, and huzza'd at 
the houses into which those burgesses were got, 
to avoid the danger of this tumult. That the bur- 
gesses of Wiston who came to vote were 329 ; 
that the mob declared they would knock them on 
the bead if they came to the poll ; and guards 
were set against them at the hall stairs, &c., &c. 

Griffith said, the fire-bell rang at Sir Arthur 
Owen's instance, &c. 

The committee resolved, " That Sir Arthur 
Owen is not duly elected : that Lewis Wogan? 
esq., is duly elected :" whereto the House agreed, 
and ordered the return to be amended. 

March 30, 1715. A petition of George Barlow, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Thomas 
Ferrers, esq., by partiality of the mayor of the said 
borough, he being entirely in the interest of the 
said Thomas Ferrers, esq., and by bribery, pro- 
mises of preferment, &c., and by many other ille- 
gal means: and although the said Thomas Ferrers 
is not legally qualified in respect of estate. 

A petition of the burgesses inhabiting within 
the ancient corporation of this town and Tenby, 

H S 
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on beMf of tbetnselves aad other burgesses of the 
said boroughs, sbewit^ that Wistoo, a small vil- 
lage, never pretemled to be a borough, or to have 
a right of voting, riil withia these four years ; and 
all Ihe colour of right Wiston had, is set forth in 
a manuscript tifider ihe hand of the deceased's 
material evidence, 4«eady to be produced : aad 
praying, •^. — No report appears on either of 
tihese last petitions. 

1741. A petitbn of Raleigh Mansell, esq., 
renewed 9d sessions and withdrawn. 

COKPORATION. 

is governed by a mayor, two bailifis, and an un- 
certain miiaber of common councilmen, out of 
frhom vbe mayor is cboaen, 

RIGHT OF ELECTION, 

Feb. S3» 1711. In the mayor, bailiff, and bur- 
gesses of the several boroughs of Pembroke, 
T.enby and Wiston. 

NOMBEA OF VOTBRS — sbout 500. 

EsTURNf N>C» OFFICER — the Mayor. 
PArROH-«*Sir John Owen, bart. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

These boroughs have been represented by the 
Atmily of Owen ofOrielton House, in the county of 
Pembroke, and by persons nominated by them ever 
since the restoration of Charles II., in 1660. This 
family having become extinct in tbe old line, their 
68ttites have been bequeathed to John Lord, esq., 
who has wsume4 the namevif Owen^ nnd lias lately 
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been created a baronet. Thk gefttleQByw M flit pt^ 
sent member for ikia couiUy, aod |iatroift oi tk^ 
district of boroughs. 

The burgesaes of tbia place, Id conj unction with 
Iboee of Wjaton $mA Tedby, elect the member. 
There is no special resolution of the Houait of 
Commons, respecting the right of the burgesses 
of Tenby, but with respect to those of Wiston, it 
baa beea teaolved, that the mayor and burgesses 
of tiieaacienrborcMigh of WitrtoiK m th«oouiity 
of Pembcoke, hare a r^hi to vol« in Ibt election 
for the borough of Pembroke. 
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Haverforditkst is the principal town ia ex- 
tent, population, and trade, in Pembrokeshire, 10 
miles from Pembroke, 7i from Milford, and S64 
from London ; containing 599 houses and 9,880 
inhabitants, of whom 97^ were returned as being 
employed in various trades. This is the assize 
and county town of Pembrokeshire, and is called 
by the Welch Hwlffardd. It owes its advantages 
principally to the circumstance of standing on the 
banks of the navigable part of the Dungleddy 
river. The market here is one of the largest and 
most abundant in Wales, particularly for fisb. It 
has also a very large corn-market, and a great fisiir 
fer horses and cattle of all kinds on the 7th of 
July, the day of St. Thomas k Becket, the tutelai^ 
saint of the upper town. There is a cotton*miil 
near it, which employs about 160 persons, and is 
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the principal manufacture in the county. The 
markets are on Tuesdays and Saturdays, and the 
fairs May 12th, June 12th„ JulyTth, Sept. 1+th 
and 94th, and Oct. I8th ; and on the 1st of May 
and 39 th of September in the adjoining precinct of 
Prendergast. 

REPRKSXNTATIYE HISTORY. 

This borough within the county of Pembroke 
sends one member to Parliament in lieu of a shire 
town for the county of Merioneth. It is a county 
of itself by charter of King Edward IV. ; after- 
wards by King Henry VIII. ; and lastly by King 
James I. It was incorporated by King James I., 
and the last charter directs that it should be called 
by the name of the mayor, sheriff, bailiffs, and 
burgesses of Haverfordwest, during the said will 
and pleasure of the said King James. It has re- 
turned one burgess to Parliament from the 97th 
Henry VIII. Concerning the right of election 
and its representatives, in that respect the journals 
of the House of Commons afford the following 
memoirs. 

May 28, 1624. Mr. Glanvylle reported from 
the Committee of Privileges and Elections for Ha- 
verfordwest. The committee of opinion to let it 
rest till the next sessions. So resolved by the 
House. 

June 29) 1660. Mr. Turner reported from the 
said committee, the case upon the election of a 
member to serve in this present Parliament for 
this town ; and the committee's opinion there- 
upon. 
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The petition of the mayor and common-council 
of this town and county was read. 

The question being propounded. That this 
House do agree with the committee in their report 
concerning this town ; and the question put. 
That this question be noWput ; it passed in the 
negative. 

Resolved, " That the election of Wm. Phillips, 
esq,,, to serve in this present Parliament for this 
town is void ; and a new writ ordered « 

April 4, 166S. Sergeant Charlton reported from' 
the said committee, touching the election for this 
town and county, between Sir Wm. Moreton, and 
Mr. Isaac Lloyd ; That the question was, whether 
the mayor and burgesses of the town only, or the 
mayor, burgesses, and inhabitants, that paid scot 
and lot, had voices ; and that upon perusal of the 
statute of the 31st of Henry YHL, the committee 
was of opinion, ^' That the mayor, burgesses, and 
inhabitants, that paid scot and lot, had voices ; and 
that although Mr. Lloyd had the greater number 
of voices, yet divers of them did not pay scot and 
lot ; and these being set aside, Sir Wm. Moreton 
had the major number, and so was duly elected. 

Resolved upon the question, ^' That the matter 
toacbing the election for the said town, be recom* 
mitted to the said committee ; to examine whe- 
ther any of the burgesses and inhabitants of this 
town did not pay stot and lot, which did give 
voices for Sir Wm. Moreton, and how many ; and 
to make their farther report, touching the election 
for the said town. 

May S3, 1663. Sergeant Charltoti reported 
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fK>in the said conunittee. That the coflDmittee 
Were of opinion, that the buigesset' and mhabiu 
abt8 of t&is town who paid scot and lot had voices 
in the eledtion ; and the committee npon exami* 
natioii' of the whole matter, were of opinion, that 
Mir. Lldyd was not du^ljr elected, and that Sir 
Wm. Moreton was duly elected. 

A pelition was tendered subacrifced by several 
petaotia touching the election for thia towa, and 
npon the question lead, and then the resokicion. 
That Sit Wm. Mantoa was duly elected was dis- 
agi^eed to; and a aew writ ordered for ao deetion 
of a member for this town and countv. 

Oct. 15y 1667* A petition of Hagh Owenv esq. 

Nov. 96. Setgeant Charlton reported fht' case 
of the election for this town and county, between 
Sir Frederick Hide and Mr« Owen. 

That the committee bad passed a resolve, viz. 

^ That the election for Haverfordwest is a void 
election :'' whereto the House disagreed; aa also 
to a motion to have it recommitted, and i^eaolved, 

^* That Sir Frederick Hide is duly elected and 
ought to sit. 

May «8, 1673. A petition of William Wogan, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Sir Herbert 
Perrot, to serve for this town and county in injury 
of the p^tioner, who was duly elected, and ought 
to have been returned. 

Oct« 93. The same petition was again pre- 
sented and referred in like manner. We do not 
find any report thereupon. 

March 19, 1679. A petition of Thomae Owen, 
es()., Mmplaining of an uiidue practice in the re- 
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turning of WifUtm Wogan, csq.^ in mjuttf oC the 
petitioner, &c. 

Resolved, <^ That it be referred^ but no report 
dppeavs. 

Mamh S5. A petition of Jolm Bowenr^ thoriff 
of this town and county, on behalf of hifDseif and 
others, oomplaining of undue and illegal practices 
io one Edward Hughes pretended sheriff of this 
town and county, in electing and i^tuniing Wm. 
Wogan, esq., to serve in this present Parliament, 
in injury of the petitioner and others the inhabit^ 
BBts^ who did duly elect Thomas Owen, esq. 

Resolved, '* That it be referred/' 

Oct. 30, 1680. A petition of William Wogan, 
eSQ^, waa read. 

A petition of the town and county of Haver- 
fcfdwest was likewise read. 

Ordered that they be referred, but no report ap- 
pears. 

May 15, 1715. A petition of John Barlow, esq«, 
complaining of an undue return of Sir George Bar-* 
low, by the illegal practices of James Wheeler, 
esq., the present mayor, and Joseph Priest, she- 
riff, &c. 

July 4. Mr. Hampden reported the matter 
touching the said election as follows : 

That the right of election was agreed to be in 
the freeholders, burgesses, and inhabitants, paying 
scot and lot, and not receiving alms. 

The poll was for Sir George Barlow 228— the 
Petitioner 181. 

The counsel for Mr. Barlow excepted against 
79 fOtes for Sir George Barlow, viz. 34 as ill^al 
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bargesses ; SO alms men ; 16 inhabitants, not pay-* 
ing scot and lot ; eight neither freeholders, bur- 
gesses, nor inhabitants ; and two minors. 

And as to these exceptions many witnesses were 
examined, and the petitioners' counsel proceeded 
to give evidence of partiality and arbitrary pro-^ 
ceedings of the mayor and sheriff in favor of Sir 
George Barlow ; but the counsel for Sir Geoiige 
Barlow said they were surprised, and having no 
witnesses to justify the election, tbe committee 
resolved, 

^^ That Sir George Barlow is not duly elected. 

'^ That John Barlow, of Laurenny, esq., is duly 
elected." 

Resolved, ^^ That the proceedings of the mayor, 
and common-council of this town, in making bur- 
gesses without the consent of the commonalty was 
illegal, and contrary to the rights of the said town ; 
and that the burgesses so pretended to be made, 
have not thereby acquired any right of voting at 
any future election. 

And then ordered the return to be amended. 

1735. A petition of Wyrriott Owen, esq., re- 
* newed ^d and 3d sessions. — No report. 

1741. A petition of Hugh Barlow, esq., re- 
newed 2d sessions and withdrawn. 

CORPORATION 

Consists of a mayor, sheriff, two bailiffs, and 
twenty.four common-councilmen. 

RIGHT OF £LECTION. 

July 4, 1715. In the Freeholdersi Burgesses, 
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and Inhabitants, paying scot and lot, and not re- 
ceiving alms. 

, At the same time resolved, " That the proceed- 
ings of the mayor and common-council in making 
buigesses without the consent>of the commonalty, 
was illegal and contrary to the rights of the said 
town ; and that the burgesses so pretended to be 
made, have not thereby acquired any right of vot- 
ing in any future election. 

Number of voters — about 400. 

Returning officer — the Sheriflf. 

Patron — Lord Kensington. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

Lord Kensington, and his late father, have re- 
presented this town with only one exception for 
the last fourteen Parliaments : it is, however, by 
no means a close borough, an opposite party exists 
10 the town in favour of Mr. Phillips, who was a 
candidate at the last election in 1813, when the 
numbers on the poll were. 

For Lord Kensington 220 — Mr. Phillips 98. 

A compromise took place about five and twenty 
years since between Lord Kensington and Lord 
Milford, of Picton Castle, when it was agreed be- 
tween these two noblemen that the former should 
upon his supporting invariably the interest of the 
latter in thecounty of Pembroke, receive a similar 
return from Lord Milford in the town of Haver- 
fordwest. While this union subsists Lord Ken- 
sington will have the controlling influence in this 
place. 
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RADNORSHIRE. 

R.A0KORSBtRE IS ft cottttty of South Wate«r, 
bounded on the north by Montgomeryshire, on the 
east by Shropshire and Hereford, on the south and 
south-west by Brecknockshire, and on the north- 
west by Cardiganshire, being nearly triangular. Its 
greatest length is about 31 miles, and its breadth 
about 96, containing 396,400 acres of land, of 
which 85,000 are arable and 150,000 pasturs^e. tl 
contains one borough. New Radnor, and two other 
market-towns, Knighton and Presteigne. It is 
divided into six hundreds, yiz. Colwyn, KeraoIySy 
Knighton, Paincastle, Radnor, and Rhiader, the 
whole containing 59 parishes, 3,675 houses, in- 
habited by 19,050 persons, viz. 9,347 males 9,703 
females, of whom 889 were employed ih trade and 
manufacture, and 8,690 in agriculture. The 
amount of assessment under the property tax in 
1806, was 118,095/. ; and the total amount of the 
poor's rates in 1803, 10,939/. being at the rate of 
58. 8}rf. in the pound. This county lies in the 
diocese of St. David's, and province of Canter- 
bury. The assizes are hdd at Presteigne. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This is one of the twelve Welch counties re- 
turning a knight to Parliament by virtue of the 
statute in the 97th Henry VIII. The memoirs 
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relating to its elections do not occur until since 
the restoration, of which we meet with tbe fol- 
lowing. 

Petitions, &c. May 6, 1678. Sir Thomas 
Meeres reported from the Coaimitteeof Privileges 
and Elections touchine: the election for this county, 
That Mr. Samuel Powell, by his letters and friemk, 
bis petition and claim might be dismissed ; That 
Sir Thomas Littleton, at the desire of Mr. Powell 
withdrew tbe said Mr. Powell's jietition, by the 
perarission -and comeirt of the committee : mad 
rbaft the committee resolved, 

** That the petition and claim of Mr. Sam4]el 
Powell to be ^ected for thisicounty, and the whole 
cause and question of return -and election be to- 
tally dismissed : and the said committee were of 
opimoii that Richard Williams, esq., be reported 
Witi elected, to serve in this Pariitment as kivigfat 
of the shire for this county: whereto the Brase 
i^reed. 

March 31, 1715. A petition of Thomas Uarley, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Richard 
Fowler, esq., by a combination of the said ftich. 
F^jwler, Edward Fowler, esq., the faigh-sberiflT, 
Mr. Wm. Chamberlain, under-sheriff, Mr. Mat- 
thew Davies, and other confederates, who by pro- 
mises, threats, &c., endeavoured to influence the 
freeholders to vote for the said Richard Fowler, 
and stating that the said Mr. Hariey, with several - 
^freeholders, demanded oftbe^puty-sheri'ff to pro- 
ceed to election and return tlie petitioner who had 
the majority of votes, but he refused the same. 



1 19 WEt£H CODNTIEB AND BOROUGHS. 

though it came not in within the time limited, be 
referred to the Committee of Elections. — ^No 
lieport* 

March 90, 1678. A petition of Robert Deer- 
ham, leaq., 'Oonphuning of an undue return of 
Sk lEdnnard Haiiey, by partiality of the bailiff^ 
(who 18 not authorised to make the same,) and 
other illegal practices. 

The clerk of thecrown being called in, infoimed 
the House, that there was no return for this town 
aflSxed to the writ, but a return for the county 
only. 

And one Mr. OstUod being called, informed the 
House that he had an indenture, which he was 
directed by ithe ah^iff to affix to the writ ; and 
that he had tendered it to the clerk of the crown ; 
and the todenttite being bfonght up to the stable, 
ordered, '^ That the cterk of the crown -do affix 
the precept and indenture to ihe wrk for Radnor. 

1679* A petition of Richard Deerham, esq., 
complaining of ma undue ceturn of Sir £dward 
Harley. 

Resolved : ^^ That the said petition be referred 
to the Committee of Privil^es, &c. ; but no re- 
port appears.*' 

Jan. 93, 1688. A petition of William Probert, 
esq., oomplainiDg of an undue return of a burgess 
fto serve in this present convention for this bo- 
rough, wasvead. 

March 28, 1689. Ordered : '' That the matter 
touching the election of a burgess for this borough, 
upon the petition of William Probert, esq., be 
heard. 
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April 15. Sir Joseph Tredenham reportjed the 
matter upon the said petition as follows : 

That for the petitioner the counsel opened it— ^ 
That by the 97th and 35th of Henry VIII., all 
the bui^esses, as well of the out-borous^hs as of 
the shire-towns of Wales, (except for the town of 
Merioneth,) had a right to vote for a burgess of 
the shire^town ; and that in the county of Radnor 
there were five borough towns, who had a right 
to vote for a burgess for this borough ; and that 
the majority of bui^esses of two of the out-bo- 
roughs, who heard by accident of the election, 
were for Mr. Probert ; and that the rest of the out- 
boroughs, not having any notice of the day of 
election, did not appear ; and called witnesses to 
prove the same. 

For Mr. Williams it was admitted, that the 
out-burgesses had a right of election, but insisted 
that Mr. Williams had the majority • and a poll 
was never demanded ; and called witnesses to the 
same effect. 

The committee resolved, ** That Richard Wil- 
liams, esq., is duly elected:'' which was agreed to 
by the House. 

March 95, 1690. A petition of Robert Harley, 
esq.9 complaining of an undue return of Sir Row- 
land Gwynn, by partiality of the Bailiff. 
• Oct. 6. Another petition of Robert Harley, 
esq., shewing that the high-sheriff of the county 
of Radnor proceeded to the election about the 
95th of February, but issued out no precept to the 
bailiff of this borough ; so that the election for 

PAET H. VOIf. IV. I 
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this borough began not till the 17th of March, 
notwithstanding which unwarrantable practices, 
the petitioner was duly elected by the majority of 
legal qualified voices, but the bailiff had returned 
Sir Rowland Gwyno-, in prejudice of the peti- 
tioner. 

Nov. 18. Mr. Grey reported the matter upon 
the said petition ; that the question between tbd 
petitioner and Btr Rowland Gwynn was eoncem^ 
inft the right of election. 

That the petitioner insisted that the right Of 
election lies in the burgesses of Radnor, Rhayader^ 
Knighton, Knucklas^ and Kevenlice, only. 

That the sitting member insisted, that Paines^ 
jMstle and Presteigne bad an equal right in electing 
with the said other towns. 

That as the poll was taken> the numbers with- 
out Presteigne and Paine's-castle were thus: for 
Sir Rowland Gwynn 172— for Mr. Harley I7i- 
But several others were excepted to, and taken 
off from Sir Rowland Gwynn's poll; and besides 
these, there were 34 of Paine's-castle and 45 of 
Presteigne, who voted for him. 

To prove Paine's-castle and Presteigne bad a 
rights the counsel insisted upon the statute of the 
87th of Heniy VIII., cap. 86., that said, ** Th« 
burgesses' fees should be levied as well of the shire*' 
towns as of other ancient boroughs within the 
same shire /* and the record of a return for this 
borough, wherein Presteigne and Norton Wen 
mentioned ; also a copy of a record of an indech- 
ture of return, 30 Car. Ih, said to be tnaJid be«- 
tween the bailiff of the ancient borough of Paine's 
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CMtle aod the bailiffs of other Iowm thefaia 
named. 

But it waa said by Jobn Williams, aged 64, and 
by another, aged 82, that Williams had lived at 
Presteigne all bis time, and the other had been 
town-clerk of this boroagh 90 years, and oeveip 
knew any of Pnesteigne rote for Parliament men : 
thereupon the conmiittee resolved : 

" That the right of election of burgesses to serve 
im Pafliameot for this borough is in the burgesses 
of Radnor, Rhayader, Knighton, Knqcklasand 
Kavenlice, only/' 

*«^That Sir Row land Gwynn is not duly elected/' 

** That Robert Harley, esq., is duly elected :" 
wheveto the House agreed, and ordered the return 
to be amended. 

March 31, 171^. A petition of Edward Harley, 
esq., (commonly called Lord Harley,) complaixung 
of an undue return of Thomas Lewis, esq., junior, 
who is not qualified, by partiality of Mr. Samuel 
Burton, bailiff of the said borough ; and that the 
said bailiff, Thomas Lewis, senior, and William 
James, have pretended to make some hundreds of 
illegal burgesses, and polled them for Mr. Lewis> 
junior, declaring it was to exclude the petitioner, 

March 6, 1716. Another petition of Edward 

m 

Harley, esq*, was read, the same in substance as 

before. 
Bodi these petitions were ordered to be refimrecL 
Dec. 4, 1717. Another petition of Edward 

Harley, esq., to the same effect as the former ; and 

also complaiBiBg of menaces, bhbdry, and threats, 

I S 
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used to endeavour to influence the electors to give^ 
their votes against the petitioner. 

Also ordered to be referred, but no report ap-^ 
pears. 

1728. A petition of John Verney, esq. ; re- 
newed second sessions. — No report. 
^ 17*5. A petition of William, Viscount Bate.. 

man ; renewed second sessions. — No report. 

1741 . A petition of the burgesses. — No report. 

In 1761, there was a double return, Edward 
Lewis and Thomas Lewis, esqrs. The former in- 
formed the House that he did not mean to contest 
the matter, and the clerk of the crown was ordered 
to attend and erase his name, Nov. 28. 

In 1768, Edward Lewis, esq., petitioned against 
the return of John Lewis esq.. May 7i 1768, the 
petitioner was declared duly electeJ. 
Gicnbcnric, In 1774, Kdward Lewis, esq., again petitioned 
317-877*. against the return of John Lewis, esq. The chair- 
man of the committee appointed to try this case 
informed the House that the petitioner was duly 
elected, and ought to have been returned. 

In 1780, Edward Lewis and John Lewis, esqrs., 
were both returned, and the former petitioned. 
On the 31st of January, 1781, the committee 
found the petitioner duly elected. 

John Lewis, esq., had been returned by the re- 
sident burgesses, but the determinations of the 
committees were in favour of the non-resident bur- 
gesses. 

CORPORATION 

Consists of a bailiff and S5 burgesses. 
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tladnor was an ancient borough, by prescription, 
till the reign of Queen £lizabeth, who granted it a 
charter, with many privileges, together with a ma- 
nor, containing 11 townships and a jurisdiction, 
extending 10 or 12 miles. This town has also a 
court of pleas for all actions, without limitation^ 

RtGHt OF ELECTION. 

Nov. 19, 1690. Is in the Burgesses of Radnor, 
Rhayader, Knighton, Knucklas, and Kevenlice^ 
only. 

March 7» 1769* The several persops, though 
they had no other claim to be burgesses of the bo- « 
roughs of Rhayader and Knucklas than by virtue 
only of a presentment made in the pretended court- 
leet, holden under the authority of certain letters 
patent, which appear not to have been enrolled 
within the time expressly required by the said 
letters patent, in order to the validity thereof, 
ought not to have been admitted as legal voters at 
thoklast election. 

Number of voters — about 1,000. 

Returning officer — the Bailiff. 

t»OLltlCAL character. 

This town has been subject to various contests 
on the right of election. The question at issue 
has been, whether the word Burgesses meant such 
as Were resident within the boroughs of New Rad- 
nor, Rhayader, Knighton, Knucklas, and Kevenlice, 
only, or whether it extended to those who did not 
reside within the said boroughs. Three petitions 
have been presented to the House since the pass- 
ing of the Granville Act, which have all originated 
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in this dispute. The first tras that of Edward 
Lewis, esq., on the 6th of December, 177*, agaimt 
the election of John Lewis, esq., who had been 
returned by the resident burgesses, which was de- 
termined on the 27th of January, 1775, in farour 
of the petitioner. The second was, in consequence 
of a double return of both these gentlemen at the 
ensuing general election in 1780, which, on the 
Silt of January, 1781, was likewise determined in 
favour of the non-resident burgesses ; and the thiid 
arose out of a contest at the general election in 
1790, when the Earl of Oxford, who was patron 
of this borough, thought proper to withdraw his 
tountenance from Mr. Edward Lewis, the late 
member, and to support his relation David Mur- 
ray, esq. Mr. Lewis, who had before experienced 
the influence of his lordship^s patronage, and had 
twice succeeded by petition, on the claim of the 
non-resident burgesses, now became a candidate on 
that of the resident ones ; when the numbers upon 
the poll were — for David Murray, esq. 809-*- 
Edward Lewis, esq. 313. 

Mr. Murray was accordingly returned, and Mr- 
Lewis became a petitioner upon the same claim of 
right which he had formerly opposed, and against 
which he had twice succeeded by petition. 

We presume this petition was not proceeded in, 
as we find no report upon it. 

Richard Price, esq., of Knighton, has represented 
these boroughs m the five last Parliaments, since 
the patronage of the Earl of Oxford has declined. 
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Tas Report of the Committcie of the Frienik of 
the People, associated for the purpose of obtaining 
1 reform of Parliament, contains such a correct 
•Md simple statement of the origin and present 
atale of ttie representation of Scotland, that we; 
tmd it necessary to introduce it as an authentic 
testimony of the ancient freedom of election in that 
part of the British empire. 

It will not require any comment where the evi- 
dence is so complete, nor any apology where the 
authority is not to be impeached. To use their 
own words, ^' an unembellisbed detail of facts 
must be refuted before it can be shaken,'^ and can-' 
not fail to convince where interest or prejudice 
has not warped the mind. 

The representation of the kingdom of Scotland, 
which contains two millions of inhabitants^ is con- 
fined to the tenants of the crown in the several 
counties, to a corporation of thirty^ihree indi- 
viduals in the city of Edinburgh, and to sixty-five 
delates from the same number of self-elected 
corporations of the royal burghs of Scotland. 
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The whole number of electors in some of the 
shires does not exceed ninej and the whole con- 
stituent body of thirty-three counties, is no more 
than one thousand three hundred and sixty-eight, 
a number greatly inferior to that of the freeholders 
* in the smallest county of England ; while the 
number of representatives is only one more than is 
furnished from the rotten boroughs of Cornwall. 
We shall forbear to make any comment where the 
external evidence of defective representation is so 
glaring, as to set at defiance all sophistry, and im- 
press conviction on the unprejudiced part of roan- 
kind ; where the represented part of the commu- 
nity does not amount to a hundred in a hundred 
thousand, and where property, held in tenure from 
the crown and corporate bodies, deriving exclusive 
privileges from accident and intrigue, can alone 
exercise the rights of freemen. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 

OF THE 

FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE. 



(C 



Before your committee proceeds to the con- 
siderttion of the important objects to which they 
conceive you chiefly intended to direct their at- 
tention, it may not be improper to mention a sort 
of representation which is peculiar to North Bri- 
tain ; which has an irresistible tendency to give to 
the crown an undue influence in the House of 
Lords, and which, by a more silent, but not less 
effectual operation, contributes equally to the 
same end in the other House of Parliament. 

** At the union of the two kingdoms, in the be- 
ginning of this century, the peers of Scotland slir- 
rendered their hereditary right to seats in Parlia- 
ment, and were limited to an elective representa- 
tion by sixteen of their number. It is not the in- 
tention of your committee to enter at large into 
the history of their elections ; it is sufficient to 
state, that it is universally known, that ever since 
the Union they have been considerably influenced 
by the ministers of the crown, which species of 
patronage has given them an undue preponderance 
in the popular branch of the legislature, by means 
which will be afterwards explained. 

'^ Your committee having thus slightly touched 
on the state of the Scottish peerage, and only ts it 
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has a reference to their immediate object, they 
will now endeavour to fulfil their duty by pre- 
senting to the Society a true and impartial account 
of the representation of the people of Scotland in 
the House of Commons. 

^* They will first establish, as they think, incon- 
trovertibly, 

1. That the constitution of the Scottish Parlia- 
ment was originally popular and free. 

3. That many laws which have been enacted tot 
the regulation of elections, bear evident marks of 
the combined efforts of the crown and the aristo- 
cracy, to narrow the rights of election. 

3. That each of these laws deprived the people 
of some right formerly enjoyed and exercised. 

4. That by various fictions of law, contrary to 
the spirit of the British constitution, the right of 
election of members to serve in Parliament has 
been transmitted from those to whom it justly and 
naturally belonged, to others who had no right 
whatsoever* 

6. That these grievances have been long and 
severely felt by the people, and that they have 
been often complained of, and that various statutes 
for their remedy have been vainly enacted, and 
successfully eluded. 

6. That the system of representation in Scot'- 
Und is now so confined and defective, that it has 
beoHne a mere mockery upon the name or idea» 

'' Although the oomities, cities, and bitrghs, 
labour .under the same constitutional grievance, 
and suffisr equaiiy firpm tlie gradual deteriotatioo 
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of tkeir ancient cowlitioih it will be necenarj to 
oomider their history separateiy, on acooutat of the 
different modes in which their rights have been 
cjicumscribed, usurped, or destroyed. 

COUNTIES. 

*• By the constitution of Scotland, the Parlia- 
ment being the King's Court Baron, or Curia 
Regis^ he could summon all his immediate te- 
nants to attend him there. In those remote times, 
service in Parliament was not considered as a pro- 
fitable privilege, but as a burthensome duty ; and 
in the beginning of the fifteenth century, the sys- 
tem of representation was introduced for the ease 
and benefit of the vassals of tenants. Yet, until 
near the end of the sixteenth century, every free- 
holder, or tenant of the crown, was entitled to vote 
at elections, however small his property might be, 
which sufficiently proves the ancient popularity 
and freedom of the institution. 

In the reign of James the Sixth of Scotland and 
First of England, (a monarch who was not distin- 
guished by too great an attachment to the liberty 
of mankind,) the right of voting was first restricted 
to freeholders possessing lands of forty shillings of 
what was called " old extent ;'* that is of lands 
which were so rated in the cess or county-books 
about the end of the 13th or beginning of the 14th 
century. Your committee wish you to observe, 
that this was a great and fatal blow to popular elec- 
tion ; for though forty shillings was made, as in 
England, the nominal standard of a vote, yet by 
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for their r. 
•uccesstiill' 

6. Ih-^' 
Jtnd is II' 
becouK-' .' 

" Alil. 
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Ml, by substituting lands worth 
ijose worth 100 or 130/. 
Hirt^nent was not thought enough ; 
■■• 1 1 .. tlie modes of proving the exist- 

>lil forty shilling votes were rendered 
:u by details with which your com- 
!i()t trouble you ; they will only state, 
■^Milritions many of those votes havedis- 
»nd that very fow of them now remain. 
MMto voiir committee have confined them- 
' the statement of those evils which arise 
:m> magnitude of the qualifications required 
tors, and their consequent paucity: they 
• ' yet supposed that this precious right is exer- 
-■ 'i by the real proprietors of the soil, under 
iiaiii grievous and improper limitations; but 
4it^y are now to describe mischiefs of another na- 
ture, which have been suffered to grow up, which 
have been ihndly fostered in the bosom of kingly 
and aristorratic power, and which have totally per- 
verted, and completely overturned, the real repre- 
sentation of the counties. 

" By the Art of Charles II., 16S1., the founda- 
tion was laid for the intolerable abuses which now 
exist, and which certainly were never contemplated 
Of foreseen by that Parliament. It was then enacted, 
that the right of voting should be in persons pub- 
Kbly infeoffed in property or superiority of lands 
Mfforty shillings old extent, or 400/. Scots valued 
^iMt ; thus making the distinction, and drawing the 
VM, between /iro/»«r/y and \rity. It is ne- 

^tettHry to explain this t|r iority, because 

Ifpom an abuse of it thiK ievances in the 
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elections for knighu of ^the shire io Scotland have 
arisen. 

^^ The feudal law supposes the king to be the 
sole {proprietor of all the lands in the kingdom: 
from him his vassals hold by charter ; in like man- 
ner his vassals may grant lands to be held from 
them by charter ; these sub-vassals may repeat the 
same operation ad infinitum ; but the original or 
immediate vassal of the king, has the sole right of 
voting or being elected to serve in Parliament. 
From this system the following consequences have 
flowed : 

1. '^ Proprietors ofestates^ of whatsoever value^ 
who hold from a subject, are not entitled to vote» 
or to be elected. It is computed, that in several 
counties, nearly one half the lands are held in tbia 
manner from subjects superior: over the wbole 
kingdom it is believed, that one fifth of the landa 
are so held, therefore the proprietors of one fifth 
of the landed property, as far as that property 
operates, are deprived of any voice in the choouog 
their representatives. 

9. '* In this class of landholders, so excluded 
from this invaluable franchise, are men of estates 
worth from 500/. to 9,000/. per annum ; but what 
is more to be lamented, it comprehends the beat 
and moat virtuous parts of the community ; 
namely, the middling and smaller gentry, and the 
industrious yeomen and farmers, who have inhe- 
rited or acquired some landed property. 

3. '^ Many perscms without the smallest interest 
i^. the land, possess the right of voting and of 
being elected. 
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4. ^' It 18 a principle in the constitution, that 
no man shall have more than one vote in the same 
county in his own person ; and it is another prin- 
ciple, that no peer 6f the realm shall have any 
vote at all in the election of members to serve in 
the House of Commons. 

^' By an ingenious device of the lawyers, these 
two fundamental principles have been eluded : 
when a person of great property wishes to multiply 
his votes, be surrenders his charter to the crown; 
he appoints a number of confidential friends to 
whom the crown parcels out his estates in lots of 
400/., Scots valued rent : then he takes charters 
fifOm these friends for the real property, thus leav- 
ing them apparently the immediate tenants of the 
crown, and consequently all entitled to vote or 
to be elected. This operation is equally open to 
peeiB and great commoners, who have availed 
themselves of it accordingly ; the peers thus ac- 
quiring an influence from which they are excluded 
by the spirit and forms of the constitution ; and 
the great commoners extending and multiplying a 
right in an undue and fraudulent manner, thereby 
depreciating or extinguishing the franchises of the 
smaller proprietors, with great and manifest preju- 
dice to the general liberty of the country. 

*' This legal fraud began io this century, and 
has been chiefly practised during the present reign ; 
it therefore derives no shelter or sanction from 
custom, which the folly of men allows to cover 
a moltitude of glaring abuses. Your committee 
will not dwell on the various modes by which it 
hn been perfMmed: they will briefly state, that 



198 SCOTLAND. 

the common methods have been by life rent, char- 
ters, charters on wadset or mortgage, and charters 
in fee. 

" The legislature has oot been blind to these 
mischievous innovations ; nor has it been inactive 
in endeavouring to resist and prevent them. It 
has admitted that these delusive surrenders of 
charter? and consequent creations of nominal and 
fictitious votes, are fraudulent in fact and princi- 
ple ; and it has been decreed, that wherever they 
can be detected, they shall be illegal and void. 
Several laws have been passed for the prevention 
of such proceedings, and for the detection of such 
crimes. Oaths have been enacted to be takenby 
freeholders, claiming to poll at elections, couched 
in the strongest terms, and providing as many 
guards as the zeal and wisdom of the legislature 
could invent ; but all these precautions bave^been 
constantly defeated by the ingenuity of the learned 
profession, who have always succeeded in finding 
salvos for weak consciences. Gentlemen of the 
fairest characters, nay clergymen, have been in» 
duced by subtle explanations and the nicest 
verbal subterfuges, to take these oaths contrary to 
the evident intendment of the legislature, contrary 
to the received meaning and usage of our Ian* 
guage, and in defiance of the'general sense of their 
country. 

• ** Your committee refer you to the acts, 13 
Anne, rnp. 6, and 7 : George II. cap. 18, not only 
for the terms of the oaths, but for the purpose and 
meaning of the laws. 
^' The court of session in Scotland have been 
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remaikably unfortunate in their endeavours to 
giye e0ect to these laws. Being composed of 
fifteen judges, and the sentences being decided by 
%\ke nsajority actually present, it has necessarily 
happened, that from the diversity of opinions na* 
iturally incident to mankind, the decisions of the 
court have frequently varied, according to the ab- 
;fence or attendance of the several lords ; and the 
Mme points at issue have often , undergone very 
.di^S^rent und opposite determinntioqs. Nor has 
:the .situation of the subject been n^uch bettered 
by tke appeal to the (iloqse of Peers; for very 
coDtrary systems concerning these election laws 
have been maintained and carried into effect by 
the highest authority in that final judicature. What 
was law one day, and under the direction of one 
judge, was not law another day, and under ano- 
(t)|er judge : and thus froip the double uncertainty 
.f^f the manner in whic^ ^he majorities on the 
Scottish bench might decide, and of the varying 
opinions of the high legal characters in England, 
men have had no security, apd have been doomed 
to wffer ii^cerium jus^ 8um{ifn^m injuriam. It may 
not.be wrong to state, th^t not less than six hun- 
flr^ lawsuits h^ve taken place within these twenty 
years, on this subject, of county elections, which, 
ivith the attendant legal operations, have cost 
abqve a millipn of pounds sterling. 

-' The parliamentary representation ofthe coun- 
ties in Scptland has, therefore, according to the 
ejXpressipn.of a^poble lord, high in the law, '^com- 
p]^)^!e|y slid frpjn its basis." Much undue influ- 
^»jt;€)|)as been acquired by the crown, the nobility, 

PART II. VOL. IV. K 
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and the great proprietors ; the laws bare been 
eluded and perverted ; the number of electors has 
been greatly diminished; and the constitutional 
rights of the subject have been invaded, usurped, 
or annihilated. 

'^ By table, No. 1, which is annexed, it will be 
seen, that in two of the counties, there are only 
three real voters in each ; in seven, not more than 
ten : in all of them, respectively, very few. The 
total number of real voters in the whole is 1,390 : 
total of false, nominal, and fictitious voters, 1,301 : 
and thirty-three counties return only thirty mem- 
bers, six having only the right of sending a mem- 
ber to every second Parliament." 

CITIES AND BURGHS. 

** By the ancient and original constitution of 
the cities and burghs, the magistrates and town 
councils were chosen hy the resident burgesses and 
proprietors of houses and lands : this, however, 
was a state of freedom, too incompatible with the 
proud and narrow views of the kings and nobility, 
who, constantly in hostility with each other, 
agreed in nothing but degrading and oppressing 
the people. By an act passed in 1469, the town 
councils were invested with the power of electing 
their successors ; and in 1474, it was ordained 
that four persons of the old, should be annually 
chosen into the new town councils. By these 
laws, as far as they were effectual, the burgesses 
and inhabitants at large were disfranchised ; they 
had no longer any control over their magistrates ; 
and the corporations became self-elected junt08» 
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totally separated in interest from their former con* 
stituents and fellow citizens. 
(. ^\ iSyery city or burgh had certain estates in 
land, houses, fisheries, port duties, and oth^r: va- 
luable sorts of property ; the revenue arising from 
which, was, by their original charters and consti- 
tutions, destined to be applied for the .benefit of 
their ^communities ; but as soon as the magistrates 
Md councils acquired the power of electing them^ 
selves in perpetuity, they administered, embez-* 
zled, and delapidated these estates at their plea- 
aure. 

^' This subject is now. before Parliament ; and 
a great body of evidence has been compiled, which 
will soon be published, and which will throw very 
great light on the ancient stale of the Scottish 
burghs. Your committee, however, have thought 
proper to mention it as one great branch of the 
encroachment on former rights. 

^^ It is absolutely necessary to state, that these 
unjust acts of 1469, and 1474, have been so de- 
tested by the people, and so much resisted in 
practice, that tbey have never been completely 
executed in any one place : in many of the 
burghs, the burgesses continued for a long period 
to elect their ;Own magistrates ; and several char- 
ters have been granted, as low down as the end of 
the last century, conferring the right of election 
on the burgesses. These acts, then, on which 
the present system is founded, have not the sanc- 
tion derived fi*om the submission, consent, or re- 
verence of the people ; and their appeal woul4 oot 

K 9 
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be an iniiovatioD, but a restoration of ancient 
rights and privileges. 

«' If the cities and burghs had suffered in their 
common 'property only, by these tyrannical laws, 
they would have been comparatively fortunate ; 
but as their representatives in Parliament were to 
be chosen by the magistrates and councils, when 
they lost the right of electing them, they lost all 
share in the choice of their legislators ; and in 
this unhappy situation they find themselves at 
this day. 

^' At the union, Edinburgh, being the capital, 
alone retained the right of sending one member to 
Parliament. AM the other towns were thrown into 
districts of foursand fives, each district beingallow* 
ed to send one member. This induced a regulation 
which still more sensibly wounded the freedom 
of election. By it every burgh now elects a dele^ 
gate ; these delegates meet by rotation at each of 
the towns to elect the representative. The place 
where they meet is called the presiding burgh for 
that election, and its delegate has a casting vote in 
case of an equality of voices. The burghs have 
no control on their delegates ; they must trust en- 
tirely to honour for the return of the person by 
whom they wish to be represented : and there 
have been instances where the delegates have 
corruptly betrayed their trust, and have acted con- 
trary to the desire and expectation of their con* 
atituents. 

** Another evil, deeply felt by the great com- 
mercial townsi is their being classed with insigni- 
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ficaDt and ot>8Cure burghs ; among many instances 
of this, it will be sufficient to mention Glasgow, 
which is known to be one of the most opulent 
trading cities of Great Britain. Its number of in- 
habitants exceeds 77)000 ; its delegate is chosen 
by thirty«two persons, who are selt-elected : and 
this delegate hus only one voice of four in the 
choice of a member of Parliament, in common 
with the delegates of three little towns, the inha- 
bitants of which are not more than 3,000. 

^' By table, No. 9, it apprars that of fifteen 
members for the cities and burghs, one for Edin- 
burgh is chosen by thirty-three persons : the other 
fourteen by sixty-five delegates, who are elected 
by 1,990 persons. 

*' The inhabitants of Scotland are above two 
millions ; their representatives are chosen by 
9f64S ; Scotland sends forty-five members ; a single 
county in England^ namely Cornwall, sends forty- 
four. 

•* Your committee will now conclude : they 
have endeavoured to be as brief as possible, and to 
confinethemselvesMrictlytothe most material facts. 
Volumes might have been written on the matter 
which has presented itself to their observation : 
but they hope with deference to the judgment of 
the society, that they have more truly executed 
the task which they undertook by compressing, 
than by expanding the subject. 
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No. 1. 

Tabk, jSfc. ofHumber of Electors in the CountieSy Sfc. 



1 Aberdeen .. • . . 

t ArgjfU - - - . 

9 Ayr = • - - •• ^ 

4 Banff - - - - 

5 Berwick . . . . 
Dunbartoa . . . . 

7 Dumfries - - - . 

8 Edinburgh, or Mid Lothian 

9 Fife 

10 Forfar, or Angus - - - 

11 Haddington, or East Lothian 

12 Inverness - - - - 
IS Kincardine • - . ▼ 

44 l^irkcudbright - . . 

15 Lanerk - •■• - 

16 Linlithgovr, or Wiest TiOliiiftn 

17 Moray, or Elgin - - - 

18 Orkney - - - . 

19 Peebles . ^ . . 
SO Perth - - - - - 
9J Reofi:ewr - - - . 

22 Ross - - - - - 

S3 Roxburgh • - • « 

H Selkirk - - , . 

25 Stirling » - - - 

26 Sutherland - - w . 

27 Wigton - - - . 

The following six shires elect 
a member alternately. At 
Che last election the shires of 
Kute, Clackmannan, and Nairn, 
relumed a member to Parlia- 
ment. At the next election, 
the shires of Caithness, Kinross, 
and Cronuirty, will return a 
member to Parliament ; that is, 
Caithness aliernately|with Bute, 
Clackmannan with Kinross, 
and Nairn with Cromarty. At 
the last general election in 1812, 

28 Bute 

29 Clackmannan ... 

30 Nairn . - - - 



To return next Election 

51 Caithness • . - 

52 Cromarty - - ^ 
jSS Kinross • - * 
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Vbmi- 

oal. 



96 
31 
119 
15 
87 
51 
Jl 
10 
S2 
24 
IS 
83 

6 
72 
69 
18 
53 
21 

5 
19 
82 
S3 
49 
13 
90 
23 
34 



9 
11 
14 



1812 
Real aad 
nominAL 



145 
52 

147 
84 

134 
43 
72 
34 

216 

114 
76 
55 
74 

137 
98 
71 
33 
29 
42 

184 
78 
70 

143 
38 

103 
26 
50 



Valoed r« ni of eaich 
shire of Scotland, 
Scots money. 



L. 

235,665 

149,595 

191,605 

79,200 

178,365 

33,327 

287,941 

191^54 

362,584 

171,519 

168,878 

73,188 

74|921 

114,571 

160,000 

74,931 

65,608 

56,551 

51,937 

585,000. 

68,076 

75,040 

315,5M 

80,307 

108,518 

26,193 

65,338 



8 11 
10 O 





7 

19 
3 
3 
7 

16 



7 

8 



4 
9 
5 

7 



5 10 
9 



1 
19 

O 
19 



9 




3 


2 
5 
X 



IS 10 



15. ^ 

10-5 

14 6 X 

15 6 " 

8 9 

9 9 
7 8 



1201 
1 
7 



15,022 


13 


8 


26,482 


10 


lO 


15,162 


10 


11 



18 
23 
25 



2364 b,802,180 10 

24 37,256 2 10 

11 12,897 2 8 

16 20,192 11 t 



1235 



2405 13,872,563 1 



No. II. 

Table of the Humber of Ekctors o/the Royal Burgh*. 
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1! 




33 




9 St^rline - 


- ai-i 




S Dinwall - - 


. 15-1 




Inverkelthing 


- 15 




Dornock - 


-15 




Durafermliue 


- 36 


5 


Wick - - 


-12^ 


5 




- 19 




Kirk«nU - 


-33 I 




Que ens ferry 


- SI 




T»in - - 


■ "J 




10 Ruiheif;W<i 


-3! I 




3 Fortrose - 


15-, 




GlasBuw - 


4 




-2il 


4 


Rc<il>e» - 


- 15-> 


Nairn 


. loh 


DumLarlon 




Forrrs 


- nJ 




U Jedburgh . 


- 85-1 




4 Elgin - - 


IT 




Dunbar - 


■ SO 




Banff 


\7 




NortI, Berwick 


13 


5 


Cullei. 


26 > 
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Laudtr 


- IT 




Klnlore 


9 




lIaddin»ton 


- 35 
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9J 
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- "-1 
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- st\ 
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13 J. 
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- itJ 




Abtrbrothock 


19 




13 Dumfries - 


- 35-» 




Interbervie 


isj 




Kirkcudbright 


- 17 




6 Penh - - 


aeS 




Annan 


- 21 . 
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Duudee - 


39 




Loclunaben 


- IS 




St. Andrew's 


39 y 
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I7j 




Cupar 


31 
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*"-! 
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IttJ 
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80 i 
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7 Crail - - 


S1-] 
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13 
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ibJ 
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Hothsay - 


19 
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Id Edinburgh 33 persons elect one member of Parliament. Id each 
«f the other 14 district* the respective town-councilt nominate one 
ddepte each, and b; the majcrit; of theae delegates Id each district 
tbe member ol' Pullainent is elected. 

Hiiu, in Edinburgh ■■ - 33 persons elect 1 member, 

lajhe other districtsi,330 choose fiS person*, who elect 14 wembtrs. 
So thmt uiLmuel; in th« burghs 98 pervons elect 



STATE 



OF TBE 



SEVERAL COUNTiES OF SCOTLAND. 



The counties and boroughs of Scotland send 
45 members to the Im{!>erial Parliament. The repre- 
sentation of this kingdom, though containing two 
millions of inhabitants is confined to the Tenants 
of the Crown in the several counties, who bear an 
exact resemblance to th^ burgage- tenure boroughs 
in England. In the city of Edinburgh thirty-three 
individuals elect the member, and sixty-five dele- 
gates from the same number of self-elected corpo- 
rations of the royal boroughs return the remaining 
fourteen members. The whole constituent body 
of thirty-three counties amount to no more than 
two thousand four hundred and five, real dnd no- 
minal electors, nearly one half of whom are of the 
latter fictitious description. 



ABERDEENSHIRE. 

This shire contains three royal boroughs, Aber- 
deen, Rintore, and Inverary ; and several large 
»nd handsome towns, as Peterhead, Fraserburgh, 
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Huntly, and Old Meldrum. It is divided into S5 
parishes, containing 35,^49 houses, inhabited by 
123,082 persons. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

Petitions, &c. 1707. Alexander Redney, 
esq., petitioned ; renewed sessions S. 

On the return of William, Lord Haddo, (son of 
the Earl of Aberdeen,) in 1708, there was a peti- 
tion of Alexander Irwin of DruoJ, Alexander Gor« 
don of Pitlurg, Thomas Erskine of Pittodry, and 
James Moir of Stony wood, barons and freeholders 
of the shire of Aberdeen, in behalf of themselves 
and others, having a right to vote in elections for 
members of Parliament, and to be legally repre- 
sented in the House of Commons of Great Britain, 
complaining of the eldest sons of peers, who were 
peers of Scotland before the Union, being chosen 
to serve in the House of Commons of Great Bri- 
tain for that part called Scotland. On the 3d 6f 
December, the House proceeded to take into con- 
liiderdtion that part of the act for uniting the two 
kingdoms which relates to election of menhrbers to 
serve for Scotland ; aWd the counsel itere called in, 
and the petition^ aUd representations relating to 
that matter were again read : and after the counsel 
had been heard, they withdrew ; and the question 
being put, That the eldest, ^sons of the peers of 
Scotland were capable, by the laws of Scotland at 
the time of the Union, to elect or be elected to re- 
present any shire or borough in Scotland to sit in 
tlie House of Commons of Great Britainj it passed 
in the negative; in consequence of which* Lord 
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Haddo was declared incapable of sitting in the 
House, and a writ was ordered for a new election. 

May 22, 1732. Sir Archibald Grant, bart., was 
expelled the House on account of the Charitable 
Corporation. 

In 1735, Alexander Fraser, esq., petitioned 
against the return of Sir Arthur Forbes, knt., and 
bart. 

In 1S06, Alexander Hay, esq., petitioned against 
Mr. Ferguson's election. 

Number of voters — nominal 96 

Total 145 

Patron — Duke of Gordon. 



ARGYLESHIRE 



Contains two royal boroughs, 49 parishes, 
14,100 houses, and 76,850 inhabitants, being 
35,738 males and 41,112 females, of whom 4,196 
were returned employed in trade, and 199900 in 
agriculture. 

Number of voters — nominal SI 

Total 52 

Patron — Duke of Argyll. 



AYRSHIRE 



Is about 65 miles long and 36 broad : contains 
two royal boroughs, Ayr and Irvine, 45 parishes. 
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having 13)603 houses and 84,306 inhabitants, be- 
ing 39,666 males and 44,640 females. This county 
gave birth to the famous Sir William Wallace, in 
the reign of Alexander HI., who, after fighting 
gloriously for his country, was at length betrayed 
into the hands of the English by one Monteith, 
while asleep in his house at Glasgow, and most 
cruelly executed in 1305. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

Petitions, &c. In 1735, Charles Cochrane, 
esq., petitioned against the return of Brigadier- 
General James Campbell ; renewed sessions 9d 
and 3d. — No report. 

1741. General James Campbell petitioned 
against the return of Patrick Crawford, esq. ; re- 
newed sessions 2. 

1780. Sir Adam Fergtiisonj bart., petitioned 
against the election of Hugh Montgomery, esq. 
On April 2, 1781, the chairman of the committee 
that tried this contested election reported to the 
House that the petitioner was duly elected, 
and ought to have been returned. The retufti 
amended accordingly. 

In 1796, William Fullarton, esq.» petitioned, 
but afterwards withdrawn. 

Number of voters — nominal 119 

Total 147 

Patron — Earl of Eglintoun. 
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BANFFSHIRE 

Contains 7,789 bouses and 35,807 inhabit- 
ants, being 16,067 niales and 19,740 females, of 
wbom 4,890 were returned employed in various 
trades and manufactures, and 1 1,177 in agriculture. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

Petitions, &c. In 1735, Arcbibald Ogilvie, 
esq., petitioned against tbe return of James Aber- 
crombie, esq. — No report. 

Number of voters — nominal 15 

Total d4 

Patron*— Baroness Abetcromby. 



BERWICKSHIRE 

« 

Is about 34 miles long and 19 broad, and con-^ 
tains 6,173 houses, and 30,691 inhabitanta^ b^ing 
14,294 males, and 16,327 females, of whom 3,343 
}^eve returned as being employed in trade and 
manufacture, and 6,396 in agriculture. 

representative history. 

Petitions, &c. In 1735, Sir John Stewart, 
bart., petitioned against the return of A. R. 
Campbell, esq. ; renewed sessions 2d and 3rd. — No 
report. 

In 1741, there was a double return, viz. Sir 
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John St. Clair, bart., and A. H. Campbell, esq. 
The latter was declared duly elected. 

Id 1780, Sir John Patterson, bart., petitioned 
against the return of Hugh Scott, esq. The chair* 
/Dan of the committee reported it a void election» 
and Mr. Scott was again returned. 

Number of tqtjeiRs— -nomiiuil 87 

Total 134 

Patrons-— Earl of jHome, and Mr. Home of 
Wedderburne. 



BUTE AND CAITHNESS. 
BUTESHIRE 

Contains 1,911 houses, and 11,791 inhabit- 
ants, of whom 4,8S1 were returned as, being em- 
ployed in trade and manufacture. 

Number .qf voters — nqminal 9 

iTotal IS 

Patron— ^Marquis of Bute. 



CAITHNESS-SHIRE 

Contains 10 parishes, in which are 4,433 
Abuses, and 22,609 inhabitants, of Whgm 2,201 
were returned as being employed in trade and ma^ 
nufaoture. 
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REPRKSENTAXIYE HISTORY. 

The shires of Bute and Caithness alternately 
send a member to Parliament. 

Petitions, &c. In 1728, John Sinclair, esq-, 
petitioned; renewed sessionsSd and 8rd — -Noreport. 

1741. Patrick Dunbar, esq., petitioned.— No 
report. 

Number of voters — nominal 11 

Total 24 

Patron — Sir John Sinclair, bart. 



\ 
CI.ACKMANNAN AND KINROSS. 

CLACKMANNANSHIRE 

Contains 2,100 houses and ]0,85S inhabit- 
ants, of whom 1,037 were returned as being em- 
ployed in trade, and 872 in agriculture. 

Number of voters — nominal 11 

Total 28 

Patron — Baroness Abercromby. 



KINROSS-SHIRE 



Contains seven parishes, 1,372 houses, inba* 
bited by 6,725 persons, viz. 2,116 males, and 
3,609 females, of whom 888 were returned as be- 
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ing employed in various trades and manufactures^ 
and 667 in agriculture. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

The shires of Clackmannan and Kinross send a 
member to Parliament by turns. 

Petitions, &c. In 1710, Lieut.-Gen. Charles 
Rosse petitioned dgainst the return of Mungo 
Graham, esq., who was found not duly elected. 
His seat was taken by Sir John Malcolm, bart. 

In 171^9 James Murray, esq., petitioned against 
the return of Wm. Douglas, esq. — Withdrew his 
petition. 

173^5 Sir John Shaw, bart., petitioned against 
the return of James Erskine, esq. ; renewed ses- 
sions 9. — No report. 

1741, Alexander Bruce, esq., petitioned against 
ihe return of Sir John Bruce Hope, bart. — Peti- 
tion withdrawn. 

In 1774, James Francis Erskine, esq. ; petitioned GicnTmie, 
against the return of Ralph Abercromby, jun. esq, s^d/ait. 
for Clackmannan. A committee was appointed 
April 5, 1775. The petition stated, that the sit- 
ting member, was absolutely disqualified and ine- 
ligible. On the 7th of April the committee deter- 
mined the sitting member duly elected. 

Number op voters — nominal 17 

Total 16 
Patron — Thomas Graham, esq. 
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CROMARTY AND NAIRN. 

CROMARTYSHIRE 

Contains 1,000 houses, and 5,390 inhabit- 
.^Pts. 

Number of voters — noiniQal 6 

Total 1 1 
Patron — Henry Davidson, esq, 

NAIRNSHIRE 
Contains 1,940 houses, inhabited by 8,957 
persons, viz. 3,639 males, and 4,618 females, of 
whom 898 were employed in various trades and 
manufacture, and 9,901 in agriculture. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

These counties are represented alternately. 

Petitions, &c. In 1735, James Brodie, esq., 
petitioned against the return of Alexander Brodie, 
esq. ; renewed in sessions 9. 

1741. George Mackenzie, esq., petitioned 
against the return of Sir William Gordon, bart. — 
No report. 

1784. Cosmo Gordon, esq., and certain free- 
holders of the county of Nairn (in favor of George 
Campbell, esq.,) petitioned against the return of 
Alexander Brodie, esq. 

April 3, 1786. The chairman of the committee 
informed the House, that the sitting member was 
duly elected. 

Number of voters — nominal 14 

Total 95 
Patron — Lord Cawdor, 
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DUMFRIESSHIRE 

Comprises three districts, vh. AntHandalef, 
Eskdale, and Nithsdale : is about 60 miles long, 
and 30 broad, and Contains four royal boroughs, 
Annan, Dumfries, Sanquhaf, atid Lochmaber, and 
4S parishes ; containing 10,785 houses, and 54,547 
inhabitants, being 95,407 males and 39) 190 fe- 
males, of whom 6,917 were returned as being em- 
ployed in trade and manafacture, and 10,691 in 
agriculture. 

REPRESENTATITE HISTORVw 

Petitions, &c. In 170§, William Grierson, 
esq., petitioned against James Lord Johnston : hef 
withdrew his petition; but a new writ was not- 
withstanding ordered, in consequence of the sitting 
member being declared incapable of sitting in the 
House on account of his being the eldest son of a 
Peer of Scotland. 

The petitioner took his seat. 

Feb. 13, l7ll. William Grierson, esq., was de- 
clared not duly elected. 

Resolved, " That Homer Maxwell and others, 
who were infeofied of estates redeemable upon the 
paying a Rose Noble, have not a right to vote/* 

1714. James Murray, esq., petitioned against 
the return of Sir William Johnston, but the merits 
of his election not having been decided. Sir William 
Johnston sat all this Parliament, both for this 
county and the boroughs of Dumfries, &c. 

PART ir. VOL. IV. L * 
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1736. Alexander Ferguson, esq., petitioned 
against the return of Charles Erskine, esq.— Peti- 
tion withdrawn. 

1741. Matthew Sharp, esq., petitioned against 
the return of Sir John Douglas, bart. 

Number of voters — nominal 11 

Total 72 

Patrons — Duke of Buccleugh, Marquis of 
Queensbury, and Earl of Hopetoun. 



DUNBARTONSHIRE 

Is about; 40 miles long, and 93 broad ; contain* 
ing 13 parishes, 3,37^ houses, inhabited by 80,710 
persons, being 9>796 males, and 10,914 females, of 
whom 7)9i9 were returned as being employed in 
trade and manufacture, and 4,633 in agriculture. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

Petitions, &c. In 172f, John Campbell, esq., 
petitioned against the return of Mungo Haldane, 
esq. The petition was renewed the 9d and 3rd 
session. 

Resolved, Jan. 93, 1/95, '* That the splitting of 
interests in undivided shares of lands is contrary to 
the act in Scotland, antio 1681 ; that the purcha- 
sers of such undivided part be disqualified from 
voting, and that the petitioner was duly elected. 

17S0. The Hon. George Keith Elphinstone, 
petitioned against the return of Lord Frederick 
Campbell. 

Feb. 14, 1781. The chairman of the committee 
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appointed to try this election reported to the 
House, that the petitioner was duly elected, and 
ought to have been re^driled. Thei return amended 
accordingly. 

Number of voters — nominal 51 

Total Ati 

PAtRdK — Dlike of Montrose. 



EDINBURGH COUNTY, ur MIDLOTHIAN, 

Is about 50 mile^ bng atid 90 broad, and con- 
taioiog aboiit 950,400 acres of land. It is divided 
idtD 01 |)arishes, wherein are included 17)111: 
houses, inhabited by 123,934> persons, being 
544994, males and 68,750 females, of whom 91,036 
were returned as bdng Employed in trade and ma- 
dnftctare, atod 7^768 in agricalture. 

BEPRESENTATIYE HISTORY* 

Petitions, &c. 1799. John! Baird, edq., pe- 
titioned againM the return of Robert Dundas, esq. 
Petition withdrawn. 

1744. Several electors petitioned against the 
election of Sir Charles Gilmore, bart., but he was 
voted duly elected. 

Number op voters — nominal 10 

Total 34 

Patron — Duke of Buccleugh. 



l9 
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ELGIN COUNTY^ MORAY PROPER, or 

MURRAY, 

Is about 49 miles long and 90 broad, and con- 
tains two royal boroughs Elgin and Forres, 18 pa- 
rishes, and several considerable towns, the whole 
containing 5,999 houses, inhabited by 96,705 per- 
sons, viz. 11,763 males and 14,949 females, of 
whom 4,410 were employed in trade, handicraft, 
and manufacture, and 8,131 in agriculture. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

Petitions, &c. 1708. Sir Harrie Innes pe- 
titioned against the return of Robert Urquharti 
jun., esq.-— No report. 

In 1784, Alexander Penrose Cummiiig, esq., 
and certain freeholders in his interest, petiticmed 
against the election of the Rt. Hon. James, Earl 
of Fife, of the Kingdom of Ireland. 

178^. The chairman of the committee reported 
the sitting member duly elected. 

Number of voters — nominal ^3 

Total 33 

Patron— Earl of Seafield. 



FIFESHIRE 



Is about 60 miles long and 18 broad ; contain- 
ing 480 square miles, 17,065 houses, inhabited by 
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93)743 persons, of whom 17)300 were returned as , 
being employed in trade, handicraft, and manufac-* 
ture, and 9)651 in agriculture. It contains 13 royal 
boroughs, viz. Cupar, St Andrew's, Inverkeithing, 
Dumferline, Burnt island, Kingborn, Kirkcaldy, 
Dysart, Pittenween, Anstruther, Easter and 
Wester Kilrenny, and Crail ; and 63 parishes. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY, 

Petitions, &c. 170S. Sir John Anstruther, 
bart., petitioned against the return of Pat. Mon- 
crief, jun., esq. — Petition withdrawn. 

In 1776, John Henderson, esq., petitioned oicnbmie, 
against the return of James Townshend Oswald, 1'79-W. 
eaq. 

March 99. The chairman of the committee 
informed the House that the sitting member was 
doly elected. 

1779* J^ T. Oswald, esq., having been made 
auditor of the exchequer of Scotland, a new writ 
was ordered June 9, when Robert Skene, esq.« was 
chosen. John Henderson, esq., petitioned against 
his return on the score that the sitting member 
held an office created since the year 1704. The 
petition was renewed the following session. 

Feb. 7 9 1780. The chairman of the committee 
appointed to try this contested election reported 
to the House, *^ That the sitting member was not 
eligible to be elected, on account of his holding 
an office created since the year 1704, and that the 
petitioner was duly elected, and ought to have 
been returned/' The return amended accord- 
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ingly. Robect Skene, esq., sat afterwaids ]n. lTSiO» 
till bis ckath, 178f . 

]^UMBBA OP TOTKRS*^fiominal 39 

Total 916 

Pataon — Geojeval Wemjss.- 

■' i H i ll ul iW 

FORFARSHIRE, or ANGUSSHIRE 
Js about 50 miles long wad SO bomid. 

PfiTiTiovs, &c. la 1715, Joho Carnigie, e^q., 
who sat in the three preceding Parliaments for tfm 
county, was expelled the House for being in open 
rebeUioD, and a new writ ordered June. 99^ 

17SS. Alexander Duncan, esq., petitioMd 
against the r^um of James Scott, juo., esq. ; re- 
newed 9d and drd sessions.— No report. 

1735. Jasies Carnegie, esq., petitioned against 
the return of Thomas Lyop, esq. — Petition, witib* 
drawn. 

17S9. Sir David Cainigie, bart., petitioned 
against the retm!|i of Archibald Douglas, esq., be 
being ineligible, as ia fact, be was a Britisbi peer 
as heir to the Earldom of Angus. 

April 23. The ccmimittee reported tlie sitting 
member eligible, and duly elected^ 

Number of yotiirs — pominal 34 

Total 114 

Patron — Hon, William Maule. 
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HADDINGTONSHIRE, or EAST LOTHIAN 

Is divided into 94 parochial districts, which 
contaio 5fi5\ bouses, inhabited by 99<.986 per- 
sons, viz. 13,890 males, and 16,096 females, of 
whom S«994 were returned as being chiefly em- 
ployed in trade and manufacture, and 5,346 in 
agriculture. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

We do not find any petition concerning the 
election of any member for this county. 
Number of voters — nominal 13 

Total 76 
Patron — Earl of Hopetoun. 



INVERNESSHIRE 

Comprehends the districts of Badenoch, Lo* 
chtber, aitd Glenelg, subdivided into 31 parochial 
districts ; cont^ning 14,357 houses inhabited by 
74,S99 persons, viz, 33,801 males and 40,491 fe- 
males, of whom 3,864 were returned as being em- 
ployed in varioua trades and manufactures, and 
34)068 in agriculture. 

REPRBSRNtATIVB HISTORY. 

We do not find any memoirs of any petitions 
concerning the election* of any member for this 
county. 

Number of voters — ^nominal 83 

Total 55 

Patron — Charles Grant, esq. 
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KINCARDINESHIRE 



Contains 5,68 S houses, inhabited by 96,349 
persons, viz. 13,104 males and 14,245 females, of 
whom 6,033 were returned as employed in various 
trades, handicrafts, and manufactory, and 7i9S4 in 
agriculture. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

Petitions, &c. In 1735, Jphn Scott, e;q„ 
petitioned against the return of John Falconer* 
esq., renewed the9d> 3rd, and 4th session^. 

Number qf Votjsr^ — nominal 6 

Total 74' 
PATRON-^Mr. Barclay of Urie. 



KIRCKCUDBRIGHT STEWARTRY 

. CoNT|A.iNs two royal boroughs, Kirckcudbright 
add new Galioway, and several considerable vil- 
lages ; is divided into 38 parishes, containing 5,600 
houses, inhabited by 99,911 persons^ viz. 13,619 
males and 15,592 females, of whom 3,539 were em- 
ployed in various trades, and 5,856 in agriculture. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

Petitions, &c. 1714. John Greirson, esq., 
petitioned against the return of Sir John Stuart, 
bart. — No report. 

1735. Thomas Murdoch, esq., petitioned against . 
the return of Patrick Heron, esq, ; renewed 9d 
session,*— No repgrt, j . 
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1741. William Stewart, esq., petitioned against 
the return of Basil Hamilton, esq. — No report. 

1780. John Gordon, esq., petitioned against the 
return of Peter Johnstone, esqr. On the 5th of 
March, 1781, the chairman of the committee re- 
ported to the House that it was a void election. 

John Gordon, esq., having been returned in 
178 1, P. Johnstone^ esq., and several of the inha^ 
bitants, petitioned. Feb. 6, 1789, the chairman 
of the committee reported to the House that Peter 
Johnstone, esq., the petitioner, was duly elected, 
and ought to have been returned. The return 
amended accordingly. 

Nov. 95, 1805, the Hon. Montgomery Granville Peckweii, 

John Stewart, petitioned against the return of Pa-^'*'^' 
trick Heron, esq. The committee was appointed 
on May 5, 1803. On the 10th, the petitioner was 
declared duly elected, and ought to have been re- 
turned. The return amended. 

Number op voters — nominal 79 

Total 137 

Patron — Earl of Galloway. 



LANARKSHIRE 

Is about. 47 miles long and 80 broad, containing 
;about 870 square miles, or 556,800 acres. It is 
i}ivided into three wards ; the upper, the middle, 
and lower wards. 

Petitions, &c. Id 1715, Sir Jan^s Stewart, 
bart., petitioned against the return of Lord Arch^ 
bald Hamilton.-^No report. : i i '>. 
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1722. Sir James Stewart, bart, again petitioned 
against Lord Archibald Hamilton ; renewed the 
2d sessions. — No report. 

1774. Daniel Campbell, esq., petitioned against 
the return of Andrew Stuart, esq. 

April 10, 1775. The chairman of the committee 
that tried this contested election, reported to the 
House, that the sitting member was duly elected. 

Number of voTEiiSr*-nominal 69 

Total 98 

Patrok — Duke of Hamilton. 



« 



LINLITHGOWSHIRE, or WEST LOTHIAN, 

Is aboirt 90 miles long, and contains 2,796^hauses 
and 17,S44 inhabitants, viz. S,999nQ»lies and9»71^ 
females, of whom 3,839 were employed in various 
trades and manufactures, and 4rl6& in agricuUure. 

r£pr£S£:ntaiivk history. 

P£TiTiONS, &c. In 1708, James, Lord John- 
ston, eldest son of the Marquis of Annandale, was 
declared incapable of beii^ elected, on account of 
his being the eldest son of a Peer of Scotland. 

L733. Sir James Cunninghame,bart., petitioned 
against the vetum of George Dundas, esq. ; re- 
newed in Sd, Srd, and 4th sessions, and the sit- 
ting member voted duly elected. 
1. 1736. Sir James Cunniinghame petitioned against 
libe return of Alexander Hamilton, esq.; re- 
newed 2d, 3rd, 4th, add 5th sessions. 
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In 1768, Jamea Dundaa, esq., petitioned. againat 
John Hope, esq. The petition was renewed the 
3d seasidn; and March 27^ 1770, the chairmEin 
of the commiitee reported* that th^ petitioner 
VTiM du]y elected^ and ought to have baen retmoed* 
The return amended accordingly. 

Number of vote&s— ^nomiAad IS 

Total 71 
Patron — Earl of Hopetoun. 



w^f^F^^^imm 



ORKNEY and SHETLAND STEWARTRY 

Contains 4,475 houses, inhabited by 24,445 
persons, viz. 10,848 males and 13,597 females, of 
whom 9,370 were returned as being employed in 
trade and manufacture, and 14,586 in agriculture^ 

R]9:PR£9£NTiA7rV^ HISTORY. 

The early aceounis of these isle^i are involved in 
iable. According to Os«an, the Orkneys were a 
distinct kingdom, having powerftil monarchs. of 
then* own. 

Petitions, &;c. it>17^) Jatt^sMoodie, esq ^ 
petitioned against the return of Colonel George 
Douglas.— ^No report. 

l7Q8s Paliyick Honyt&an, esq., petitioned against 
the reoura of Sir James Diongtes^ knt;.. 

Petition withdrawn. 

Lb 1780) Chafles Qundas^ etq., petilaoiled 
against Robert Baiki«, esq. Feb. Is;, 1781, the 
ciminnan of tfafe cominititee afipoitited- to try this 
contieBted elect ipn Imported to the ttoiisf), that the 
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petitioner was duly elected, and ought to have 

been returned. The niturn amended accordingly. 

^natr, ' In 1790, Thomas Dundas, esq., and certain 

309.* ' . freeholder^ in his interest, petitioned against the 

return of John Balfour, esq. On April S4, 1791« 

the chairman of the committee informed the House 

that the sitting member was duly elected; that the 

petition of T. Dundas, esq., appeared frivolous 
but not vexatious, and that the petition of the 

freeholders did not appear frivolous or vexatious. 
Number of voters — nominal SI 
Patrons — Liord Dundas and Sir William Ho-» 

neyman. 

Total 29 



PEEBLES COUNTY 

Contains one royal borough, Peebles, and is 
divided into 16 parochial districts, the whole con- 
taining 1,680 houses, inhabited by 8,73^ persons, 
viz. 4,1 60 males and 4,57^ females, of whom 886 
were returned as being employed in trade and ma- 
nufacture, and 2,013 in agriculture. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

Petitions, &c. 1710. William Morrison, esq., 
petitioned against the return of Alex. Murray, 
esq. 

1732. Sir James Nasmyth petitioned against 
John Douglas, esq. ; renewed 2d session. 

Sir Alexander Murray petitioned against the re- 
turn of Sir James Nasmyth, bart., and Sir James 
was voted duly elected. 
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1795. Double return, viz. Sir Jamed Nasmyth, 
and Sir Alexander Murray, barts. ; the latter > \ 

waved his feturn. 

Number of voters — nominal 5 

Total 42 

Patron— *Sir Hugh Montgomery. 



PERTHSHIRE. 



This cotinty contains 99,383 houses, inhabited 
by 136,366 persons, viz. 58,808 males and 67,558 
females^ of whom 39,773 were returned as bein^ 
employed in trade, manufacture, and handicraft^ 
and 34,404 in agriculture. 

rkprssbntatiVe history^ 

Petitions, &c. In 1708, John Haldane, esq., 
(Mitioned. — Withdrawn. 

1715. Sir Hatty Stirling, biatt., petitioned.— 
No report. 

Number of voters — nominal 19 

Total 184 . 

Patron — DukeofAthol. 



RENFREWSHIRE 



Contains 17 parochial districts, one royal 
burgh, Renfrew, and several large towns, as Paisley, 
Oieenock, and Port Glasgow, besides a number of 
populous villages, the whole containing 7)857 
houses and 78,058 inhabitants, viz. 36,068 males, 
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and 41,9SS firaiiles^ Of whom 9i,f 46 wet-e returned 
as being employed in various trides, handicrafts^ 
and manufactures, and 3,S94- in agriculture. 

REPRSSBNTATIVE HISTORY. 

Petitions, &C. Ill 1729, Sir Robert Pollock, 
bart., petitioned against the return of Major Tho- 
mas Cochrane : renewed ^A and 3rd sessions. 

Number of voters — nominal 82 

Total 78 
' PAThoN — Sir Michael Shaw Stewart. 
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ROSS-SHIRE 



Is nearly SO miles in length, and about the same 
number in breadth ; containing three royal bo- 
roughs, Dingwall, Tain, Rosemarkie, and divide 
into 30 parochial districts, containing nf014 
houses, and 52,291 inhabitants, viz. 24,143 males, 
and 28,148 females, of whom 4,589 were returned 
as being employed in various trades, and 23,097 
in agriculture. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

Petitions, &c. In 1708, George Ross, esq., 
petitioned against Hugh Ross, jun. esq. Re- 
solved, Jan. 28, 1709, " That there ought to have 
been twelve days exclusive between the day of 
election, and the day appointed by writ of sum- 
toons ; that Hugh Ross, jun. esq., is not duly 
elected, apd that a new writ ought to be issued." 
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Charles Ross, esq., was afterwards returned, 
against whom Sir James Mackenzie, hart., peti- 
tioned, March 99, 1710. 

1799* Charles Ross, esq., petitioned against 
the return of Alexander Utquhart, esq. — No f^" 
port. 

1741. Hugh Ross, esq^ petitioned-~No report. 

Number of voters — nominal 83 

Total 70 

pATROK~-Heirof the late Lord Seaforth. 



ROXBURGHSHIRE 

Is divided into 31 parishes, containing 6,156 
houses, and 33,689 inhabitants, viz. 15,813 males, 
and 17,869 females ; of whom 9,964 were returned 
as being employed in various trades, and 7,148 in 
agriculture. 

R£PRK8ENTAT1VK HISTORY. 

Petitions, &c. In 170S, William Ker, esq., 
petitioned against Sir G. Eliot, bart., and the sit- 
ting member was declared duly elected. 

In 1790^ John Rutherford, esq., petitioned fn»»f ▼•!• 
against Sir George Douglas bart* The committee ' ^' ^ ^ 
was appoiated March 96, 1799 ; end on the 30tb, 
the chairman informed the House that the sittiBg 
member was- duly elected. 

Number op TOTEBS^^-^^iominai 49 

Total 148 

PATROK~*Earl of Minto. 
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! SELKIRKSHIRE 



Contains 986 houses, and ^,070 inhabitaots, 
viz. 3,356 males, and 9,714 females, of whom 333 
were returned as being principally employed io 
trade and manufacture, and 1,033 in agriculture. 

REPAESENTAXIVE HISTORY. 

tj We do not find any petitions concerning the 

election of a member for this county. 
'^ Number of voters — nominal 13 

Total 3S 
Patron — Duke of Buccleugh. 



STIRLINGSHIRE 

ts divided into S3 parishes ; containing 7)530 
bouses, and 50,825 inhabitants, viz. 23,875 males, 
and 26,950 females having 11,878 employed in 
trade, and 99458 in agriculture. 

representatve history. 

Petitions, &c. In 1722, John Napier, esq.* 
petitioned against the return of John Graham, 
jun., esq. ; renewed in sessions 2d, Srd, and 4th, 
and then withdrawn. 

In 1734, Thomas Erskine, esq., petitioned 
against Sir James Campbell, hart. The sitting 
member was voted duly elected in 1735. 

In 1790, Sir Alexander Campbell, bart., and 
several of the freeholders, petitioned against Sir 
Thomas Dundas's election. 
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March 17» 1791. The chairman of the com- 
niittee appointed for the purpose of investigalion^ 
reported to the House, ^^ that the sitting member 
was duly elected, and that neither the petitioos- 
giv^n 10, Qor Sir Thomas Dundas's opposition to 
them, were frivolous or vexatious.*' 

1796. Robert Belches, esq., petitioned against 
the return of the Hon. Sir George Keith Etphin* 
stone, K, B. when Mr. Belches dying soon after^. 
the petition was withdrawn. 

1809. Sir Robert Abercrombie, hart., petitioned 
against the election of the Hon. Elphinstone 
Fleming. The petition was renewed Nov. 18, 
1803, but as no evidence was produced in support 
of it. May 3, 1804, the sitting member was voted 
duly elected. 

Number of voters — nominal SO 

Total 109 
PATRON-^Doke of Montrose. 
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SUTHERLANDSHIRE 

£ktsmd8 in length 80 miles, and in breadtk 
40. It contains only one town and borough, 
Dornoch; IS'parishes; 4,315 houses, and 33,117 
inhabitants, viz. 10,495 males, and 12,699 females, 
of whom 670 were employed in trade. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

In 1729, Sir John Gordon, bart., of Enboe, pe- 
titioned against the election of Sir William Gor- 

PART II. VOL. IV. M 
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doti, bartw Resotved, Feb. 95, 17935 '' Tbst the 
right of election is in the heritors, feuers, wad- 
setters, and life-renters^ possessed of lands ifithis 
shire, whether holding ef the crown, or of the 
subject, and that Sir William Gordon, bart*, is 
duly elected.*' 

1735. Sir William Gordon, bart., petitiooed 
against the return of Sir James FergusoiH with* 
drew his petition : renewed ici sessions 9« 

1741. George Mackay, esq., peCilioDed; re* 
newed sessions S, 3, 4. 

I747* Lieut. Gen. James SI4 Chh pcftitioaed 
i^inst the return of Captain George Mackay ; ra- 
newed sessions 9, 9, 4. 
FfMcr,T.«. Dec. 17, 1790. Robert Home Gordoo> esq., 
* petitioned against James Grant, esq. : Robert 
Bruce >Eneaa Macleod ako petrtioaed Dec. 93. 
Mr. Gordon claimed tiie seat, stating that the sit- 
ting member was inedible. At the kml^ ht in« 
sisted only on a void election. Mr. Macleod also 
claimed the seat. On the tSth of March, 1799, 
the committee informed the House by their chair- 
man, ^' that the sitting member was duly elected ; 
that Mr. Gordon's petition was not frivolous or 
vexatious, and that Mr. MacLeod's was frivolous 
and vexatious." 

Number of voTSRS-^nominal 9S 

Total 96 

Patron — Marchioness of Staflbrd. 
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WIGTONSHIRE 

Contains fchtee rojeaA bovougha, y'lz. Wigton, 
iSllMfH^^) and' Whitliorn ; and 17 pori&hes ; con- 
^^ims 4,660 houaeft, and 99,919 inbabflarits, viz. 
)Q»^70 «iaks, and 19,348 females, of whom 1,815 
wefH» f«tVJr»ied< aa being employed in trade, and 
^^99^ in agriculture. 

Petitions, &c. In 1710, Col. Patrick Vane 
was declared not duly elected. His seat was 
taken by John Stewart, esq. 

I73i. Alex^aadep M'DowaH^ esq., petitioned 
%g9inst the return of Col William Dairy mple; 
renewed sessions 9. 

176i9. Jamea Murray, ^eq^., pelijbioned, and on 
lb# 99d) Feb. h^ raquMted kave to withdraw it, to 
which the House agreed. 

)a I784i Thomas Goldie, esq., petitioned against 
the return of Andrew M'Dowall, esq. Feb. 18, 
)79«$9 %h^ CQm&ittee informed the House by their 
chairman, thai the sitting member was duty 
ekctedb 

NuJC»KE OP voTBRS-^Dominal 34 

Total 60 

PAiEOiiT-tEarl of Galloway. 



M 9 



164 BOROUGHS OP SCOTLAND. 



EDINBURGH CITY. 

Edinburgh is the inetropolitaii city of Scot- 
land, and county town of Mid Lothian, 56 miles 
from Berwick, and 394 from London: contains 
7«49S bouses and 67*988 inhabitants, being 98,799 
males and 38,559 females, of whom 10,705 were 
returned as being employed in trade, commerce, 
and manufacture ; in the latter particularly is 
the branch of cambric and muslin ; and 1,490 in 
agriculture. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

In 1710, Henry Hamilton, esq., petitioned 
against the return of Sir Patrick Johnston, knt. ; 
the sitting member duly elected. 

1715. John Campbell, esq., petitioned against 
the return of Sir George Warrender, but withdrew 
his petition. 

174 1 . Deacons of Edinburgh petitioners. — ^No 
report. 

17B0. Sir Lawrence Dundas, hart., petitioned 
against the return of William Miller, esq. 

March 29, 1781. The chairman of the com- 
mittee informed the House that the petitioner was 
duly elected, and ought to have been returned. 

1807. A petition was presented against the 
return of Sir Patrick Murray. 

April 13. The chairman of the committee re- 
ported to the House, that the sitting member was 
duly elected, and that the petition was frivolous 
and vexatious. 
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CORPORATIOK. 

I Provost 1 Old dean of Guild 

4 Baillies 1 Old Treasurer 

1 Dean of Guild 9 Merchant counsellors 

1 Treasurer 3 Trades counsellors 

1 Old Provost 6 Ordinary council dea- 

cons 
4 Old Baillies 8 Extraordinary ditto 

Total 33. 
Number op voters — 33. 
Patrons— Duke of^Buccleugh and Mr. Dun- 
das of Arniston. 



BOROUGHS. 

District I. Kirkwall^ Wick^ Domoek^ Taiuj 

and Dingwall. 

KiRKWALLi a royal burgh and chief town of 
the Orkney Isles, in the parish of Kirkwall and 
St. Ola, in the island of Pomona, contains 417 
houses and 9,6^1 inhabitants, viz. U078 males and 
1,^43 females, of whom 365 were returned as being 
employed in trade. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

4 Baillies 13 Common counsellors 

1 Dean of Guild 4 Deacons of crafts 

Total S3. 
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Wick, a royal borough on the east coast of the 
shire of Caithness, se^at^d at the mouth of a small 
riviT of tire ume nafme, SO miles frotti Thurso ; 
containmg 884 hdUbes and 3,986 inhabitabts, of 
fHMm 1;0'15 v^epe iSeturned as being; ecnpK>yed iu 
various trades ; but the chief branoh of '^i^merce 
98 its fisheries. Wiok is the courity «6Wn'«»r Caith- 
ness, and the se«t of the sheriff's court. 

CORPOftAnON. 

1 Provost ! T»»»ifrft- 

Bflitlies 7 OtiuMeHim 

1 Dean of Guild Totrf 1«. 

Dornoch, a rqyal.bfiCfiMg^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^"' 
therland, 39 miles from Fort George ; containing 

559 houses and S,S69 inhabitants, of whom 196 
only were returned emflKyy^d w trade. It stands 
on the north coast of the firth of Dornoch, and 
^tfs madea1'0^alt)ttrbugh Hy Kfng; tharles, but 
is now going to'fi^bay. ^t'Js governed by a pro- 
mos ty'ib or bai flies, sind ^O'oouTisellors. 

ft 

CaRt>OR A flOJP. 

'4 SailliM ^8 <C6tiii9^1k>fs 

1 Dean of Guild T«t)dn5. 

Tain, or Thane, a royal borough, and the 
county town dfRois-shire, seated on the lli^b of 
DWttttCh, tfen rnHes frbtn Cronaarty, containing 
507 h«iis6s'iifia 2,^ itiliabitarits. 
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•CORPORATIOK. 



1 Prmwi 1 Treasurer 

3 Saiiiies 9 CounsellorB 

1 Dean of Guild Total 15, 

QiNGWALL, a Toyal borough in the shire of 
Ross, ten miles fram Inverness, end V66 from 
Edinburgh, containing 978 bouses and 1,418 in- 
habitants, of whom 191 were returned as being 
employed in trade and manufacture. 

CQiRPOBATION. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

S Baillies 10 Counsellors 

J Dean of Guild Total \5. 



RXPRB&XIITATIVE HISTORY. 

These royal boroughs join in sending one mem- 
ber to Parliament. 

Prtitions, &c. In 1708, Sir James Macken- 
zie, hart., petitioned against the return of Robert 
Douglas, esq. — Petition withdrawn. 

1714. The magistrates of Kirkwall petitioned 
€^ain8t the return of Robert Munro, esq.-*— No re- 
port. 

1799. Robert Gordon, esq,, petitioned against 
the return of Robert Munro, esq. — No report. 

In 1741, Sir Robert Mearns, hart., petitioned 
against the return of Charles Erskine, esq. 
election declared yoid March 8, 1749. 
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Ludcrs, In I7S4, John Sinclair, esq., petitioned against 

VOL 111. p. ^j^^ return of the Right Hon. Charles James Fox, 

April 18, 1785, the chairman of the committee 

reported, that the sitting member was duly 

elected. 

Same Parliament, Sir James Riddell, hart., pie- 
tioned against the return of George Ross, esq., 
:tiut. afterwards withdrew bis petition, 
. Same Parliament, Major-general Charles Ross 
petitioned against the return of Captain Charles 
Ross. — No report. 

1 806. Sir John Sinclair, bart., petitioned against 
the return of John Randol Mackenzie, esq. : the 
committee found the sitting member duly elected. 
Numbi:r op voters— ^5 
Patkok — Marchioness of Stafford. 



District II. Inverness ^ Forres, Naim^ and 

Fortrose, 

. Inv£RN£Ss, a royal borough and county town 
of Inverness-shire, standing on both sides of the 
river Ness, where it falls into the Moray firth, 32 
miles from Fort Augustus, and 1 56 from Edinburgh, 
containing 1,393 houses and 8,733 inhabitants, viz. 
3,718 males and 5,014 females, of whom 1,389 were 
returned as being employed in various trades find 
manufactures, and 26S in agriculture. The chief 
msQufactures are of hemp and flax, and some of 
<:Otton and woollen ; there are also several tan- 
neries, brick-wprks, &c. The harbour is safe and 
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commodious : vessels of SOO tons can unload at 
the quay, and those of 500 tons can ride at safety 
in the firth, within que mile of the town. 
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1 Provost 
4 Baillies 
1 Treasurer 



CORPORATION. 

1 Dean of Guild 
1 1 Merchant counsellors. 
3 Trades counsellors 
Total 31. 



FoRRBS, a royal borough in the shire of Murray, 
on a rising ground, near the bay of Finhorn, 10 
miles from Nairn^ and 90 from Fochaber; con- 
taining 663 houses and 3,114 inhabitants, being 
1,974 males and 1,840 females, of whom 380 were 
returned as being employed in trade, &e. The 
houses are neatly built, and the river Findhorn, 
which is navigable within two miles of the town, 
abounds with salmon. 



CORPORATION. 



1 Provost 
4 Baillies 
1 Dean of Guild 



1 Treasurer 
10 Counsellors 
Total 17. 



Nairn, a royal borough and the county town 
of Nairn,^ situated on the coast of the Moray Frith, 
where the river Nairn flows into that arm of the 
sea; eight miles from Fort George, and. ten from 
Forres; containing 643 houses and 9,915 inhabit- 
ants, viz. 930 males and.l,98i females, ot* whom 
691 were employed in trade and manniacture. 



I 
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COBTORATIOir. 

1 "Provost ' 1 Treasurer 

3 Baillicfls 11 Counsellors 

1 Dean of Guild Total 17. 

FoRTROSS, a itrjral borough in the 8b]re<of Ross, 
j^ em the north side cf the iMurray Firth, nearly op- 

posite to Fort George, seven miles from Fort 
George, and nine from Inverness ; containing 37S 
houses and 1,389 inhabitants. This borough com- 
prises two towns, Vtiz. iRosemarkie and'Cfaanonry, 
which were united by royal charter. The former 
is a borough of ooosiderable aotiqurty. T^e tatter 
lies about one mile westwasd, and reeeives dts 
wme from >the Obanmni)F of Rt>ss, 4uid the bish^'s 
tresideooe : it ^is now ^ttie>iMt of a ipnetrioyteny. 

1 Provost 1 Doan of guild 

3 Baillies 9 Counsellors 

1 Treasurer Total 15. 

«£aP'ilaRSi&Ntr ACTIVE HISTORY. 

These four roy^l boroughs send one member to 
Parliament. 

(p£T)nu^ovs,*lcc. bi 1714>, Gwnge Mackenzie, 
(wq^ ^lelioianed ^agsimt itfhe letum of Williun 
'StmiTt,(ew).««--No npert. 

dn i1'7S8, A^fasKander ijtDrdon, esq., ivasdecbved 
not (fluly idlected, but 'bad leave to petition. 

1768. ^k (MBxtcadev Grant, bert^ and the de- 
l^teB'of nbe (two 'boiDUgfaswho voted for him. 
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f>etftioii«d ; but they afterwards Teqirettied leave 
to 'wirbdftfW tbeir petition. 

1S03. Tiie return of Alexander Penroae Cvm-. PeekwtU, 
•i fig Gordon, esq., was petitioned fl^ai<mt by Sir^'*'*^'**^' 
Hector M^»ro, tnit no evideace being adckjced in j 

support of tlve f^irkm, in 1 80S (be sitting tmemrber J 

was declared duly elected. The petition was not 
voted frivolous or vexatious. 

Number of voters — 4. 

Patron — Cliarles Grant, esq. 



DisTRtcv ni. JSigm, i2ulUn^ Sanff*^ Jhwerury^ 

*and 'Kiniore. 



I 



I 



Elgin, a royal borough and county town of 
Elgin, or Murrayshire, on the banks of the snoall i 

river Lossie, three miles from its influx into the T 

German Ocean, Hi from Forres, and 1^69 from 
Cdrnbiifgh ; containing 1,001 houses aitd 4,945 
inhifbitafnts, being 1,857 males and 2,488 finales, 
of wbdm 1 ^'675 were ^returned as being employed 
in trade and manufacture, and 710 in agriculture. 

C0R^0ftAT(I0N. 

1 ¥rdvost 4 Old Baillks 

4 Baillies 1 Old Dean of Guild 

1 Dean of guild 1 Old Treasurer 

1 Treasurer 3 Counsellors 

1 Old ProvoM; S Deacons of'Watfhi 

Total 19. 

Cvvt etk , a itoyal iKMHigh *i nht Mn^flkm ff, | 

f S tdite^'frbiki BVttfr ; MiMaii^ilfg 96t kMWS wid i 

i\ 
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1,076 inhabitants, of whom 481 were returned as 
bein^ employed in manufactures, principally of 
linen and damask, established by the Farl of Sea- 
field, who is the hereditary provost of the town, 
and has under him three baillies, a treasurer, a 
dean of the guild, and 13 counsellors. 

CORPORATION. 

3 Baillies 1 Treasurer 

1 Dean of Guild 31 Counsellors 

Total 26. 

Banff, the capital town of the shire of Banff, 
44 miles from Aberdeen ; contains 660 houses and 
3,571 inhabitants, of whom 4S9 were returned 
employed in various trades and manufactures. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Deacon convener 

4 Baillies 1 Deacon assessor to the 
1 Dean of Guild deacon convener 

1 Treasurer 18 Guild counsellors 

Total 27. 

Inverury, an ancient royal burgh in Aber- 
deenshire, containing 189 houses and 783 inhabit- 
ants. 



1 Provost 
4 Baillies 



CORPORATION. 

1 Treasurer 
9 Counsellors 
Total 15. 



KiNTORS, a small borough in the shire of 
Aberdeen, seated on the river Don, 15 miles west 
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from the county town, and containing 196 houses 
and 846 inhabitants. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

3 BailHes 3 Counsellors 

1 Dean of Guild Total 9- 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

These five boroughs ^end one member to Par- 
liament. 

Petitions, &c. In 1715^ J^es Murray, esq., 
was declared not duly returned, but had leave to 
petition. 

1793. John Campbell, esq., petitioned against 
the return of William Fraser, esq. The petition 
was renewed the two following sessions, and the 
petitioner voted duly elected, Jan. S3, 1795. 

Number op voters — 5. 

Patron — Earl of Seafield. 



District IV. Aberdeen^ Montrose^ Brechin^ 
Inverbervie^ and Aberbrothock. 

Aberdssk, a city, the capital of Aberdeen- 
shire, 84 miles from Edinburgh, and 474* from 
London ; containing 1,753 houses and 17)597 in- 
habitants, of whom 10,450 were returned em- 
ployed in various trades and manufactures. It is 
divided into the Old and New Town. The old 
lies about a mile to the north of the new* 



w 






*.: 
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CORPORATION. 



1 Provost 

4 Baillies 

1 Dean of Guild 

1 Treasureir 

1 Sboremaster 

1 Master of mortifica- 
tions 



1 Master of kirk and 

bridge works 
1 Master of tbe guild 

brethren's bospit^l 

6 Mercbanl couoaellora 
S Trade counsellors 
Total 19. 



> 






Montrose; a royal borough and sea-port towB. 
in tbe abir« of Angus orForfajr* seated ouaipeBioaiila 
formed by the Sotuth Eski ^ large expanae of water 
called the Bason, formed by that river mA the 
German Ocean, 12 maleaft'om Aber^thicki^ 36^ 
fl!Qm Aberdeen, and 70 froQ) Jgdiqburgh ; coolaijif. 
\jog 1,010 house* and 7^974 iahabUaQta, via* 3,380 
males and 4,d94 femalei^ of whom 1,4SS were em- 
ployed in various trades a^d m^nufaQtuiofy and 
3S3 in agriculture. 



CORPORATION. 



1 PcQVSOSt 

3 Bailliqa 
1 Dean of Guild 
I Treasurer 
i Old PrQVQst 
3 OU Bailli^ 



1 OldDeanofGuUd 
1 OldTrearaier 
1 Master of the hospital 
1 Old master pf ditta 
3 Mercbaiit9 couaseUors 
9 Trades eoimaelioc* 
Totnl 19. 



Brechin, a royal borough io the sbive of An* 
gus, eight miles from Montrose, and M^from Duo- 
dee ; containing 7^6 houses and 5,466 inhabit-^ 



■ s 
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ants^ bdng 9v^90 i]iale» and Sf94<6 feoMtlM^ of 
whom there were only 857 returned as being em^ 
ployed in trade and manufacture. There are se- 
veral well attended fairs or markets held here ; that 
called Trinity Fair or Muir is the best for cattle 
in the north of Scotfamd* 



Invbrberyie, a ptriak in the shite oTKiBcar** 
diae» 96 mites fron^ Aberbrotbick> and 40 from 
Aberdeen ; containing 903 houses and 1,063 in-« 



i'. ■ 
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CORPOftATION. il 

1 Provost 1 Master of the hospital < 

S Baillies 5 Mercbont counsellors 

1 Deaa of Guild 9 Mercbeat counseUors 
1 Treasurer Total 19. 



< 
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GORFQMJLriOHL. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

S Bailliea 9 Counsellbra "^i 

1 Dean of Guild Tote) 15. ^ 

Abe^brothwick, a royal burgfa of Scotland, l^ 

in the county of Angtm or Forfef, 15 miles from St. > 

Andrew's, and 40 from Edinburgh ; containing 629 
houses and 4,943 inhabitants, of whom 1,839 were 
returned employed in various trades. It is seated at 
the mouth of the river Borthwick, as its name 
imports. The port is of great antiquity, and has ^| 

a good coasting trade for coals and lime. The 
manufactures are chiefly of brown linens and Os- jl^ 

naburghs. It exports thread, barley, and wheat, 



■A 
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to England ; and imports flax, flax-seed, and tim* 
ber, from the Baltic. 

CORPORATION. 

I Provost 1 Convenerof the trades 

S Baillies 1 Treasurer 

1 Dean of Guild 13 Counsellors 

Total 19. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

The delegates of these five boroughs send a 
member to Parliament. 

Petitions, &c. In 1710, James Scott, esq., 
was declared not duly elected. 

171 i. James Erskine was declared not duly 
elected. 

1733. William Kerr, esq., was declared not 
duly elected, but had leave to petition. 

1741. (Alexander Udney esq., petitioned. — 
Withdrawn. 

1747* David Scott, esq., petitioned against the 
return of Charles Maitland, esq. : heard in part, 
and then withdrawn. 

Number of voters — 5. 

Patron — James Farquhar, esq. 
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District V. Forfar^ Perth^ Dundee^ Cupar^ 

and City of St. Andrew. 

Forfar is a royal borough of consir1eral>le anti- 
quity, in the shire of Angus or Forfarshire, 13 
miles from Uundee; containing 736 houses and 
5^\65 inhabitants, being 3,486 males and 3,079 
femah'S, of whom 1,381 were returned as being 
employed in trade and manufacture. A consider- 
able manufacture of canvas, sail-cloth, Osnai>urghs 
for sheeting, and other coarse linens, is carried on 
in this place ; besides the making of shoes called 
broguesj which employs a number of hands. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 11 Merchant counsellors 

3 Baillies 4 Deacons of crafts 

1 Tre^urer Total 19. 

Perth, the capital of the shire of Perth, situ- 
ated on the south-west bank of the river Tay, 38 
miles fmm Edinburgh; containing 1.35.i houses 
and 14,S78 inhabitants, viz. 6,73^ males and 8,155 
females, of whom iJ,585 were returned as being 
employed in trade, manufacture, and handicrafts, 
and 13S in agriculture. From all the au'^ient his- 
torians It appears that Perth was formerly a place 
of great trade. The salmon fishery on tlie i ay is 
very extensive, the annual riut of which is about 
7000/. per annum. The salmon are sent to Lon- 
don packed in ice, or pickled, a smack sailing 

PART II. VOL. IV. N 
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every third or fourth day during the season. The 
staple manufacture of Perth is linen, but of late 
years that of cotton has bern introduced, and is 
daily incrtasing; and it is computed that upwards 
of 15,0()0 looms are employed in the town. There 
are also extensive maauiactures of leather, bootB, 
shoes, gloves, &c, 

CORPORATION* 

I Provost 3 Old Merchant Baiilies 

3 Merchant BaiUies 1 Old Trades Bailiie 

1 Trades Bailiie 1 Old Dean of Guild 

1 Dean of Guild 1 Old Treasurer 

1 Treasurer 6 Merchant Counadkini 

1 Old Provost 10 Trades Counsellors 

Total $6. 

DuKDSE, a royal borough in the shtne of An* 
gus or Forfar, on the north bank of the river Tay, 
11 miles from Cupar, and 40 from Edinburgh; 
containing 6,9i3 houses and t^6,0Si inhabitants, 
being 1 1,. ^38 males and 14,54*6 females, ofwhoM 
6,100 were returned as being employed in trade 
and manufacture. The principal manufactope bene 
is of linen, particularly Osnaburghs, canvas, bag« 
ging, &c. for exportation, and the Dundee co* 
loured thread has long been in high repute^ its 
ancient name was Alecium^ or Alec^ but changed 
at the building of St. Mary's church, by tbc Earl 
of Huntingdon, to Dondei^ or Donu^m Ikei^ fi 
gratitude for his miraculous escape ffx>ai akip^ 
wreck in 1189, when returning from tHe crusades. 
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CORPORATION. 

1 Provoit 1 Old Provost 

4 Baillies 3 Old Baillies 

1 Dean of Guild 6 Merchant Counsellors 

1 Treasurer 3 Trades Counsellors 

1 Shoremaster Total 19* 

CuFAR OF Akgus, atown and parish in theval« 
ley of Strathmore, partly in the shire of Angus, 
and partly in the sbire of Perth, Scotland, 19 nailes 
from Perth, and 53 from Edinburgh ; containing 
460 bouses and S,416 inhabitants, oiwhom 497 
were returned as being employed in trade and ma- 
nufacture. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 13 Merchant Counsellors 

5 Baillies 8 Trade Counsellors 

1 Dean of Guild 4 Adjoined Counsellors 

1 Treasurer Total 31. 

St. Andrew's, a town and ancient city in the 
shire of Fife, Scotland, 47 miles from Edinburgh ; 
contains 848 houses and 4,666 inhabitants, being 
1,984 males and 9,589 females, of whom 681 were 
returned employed in trade. 

corporation. 

1 Provost 14 Guild Counsellors 

4 Baillies 1 Deacon Convener 

1 Dean of Guild 7 Deacons of Trades 

1 TreMwer Total 99. 
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REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

The delegates of these five boroughs send a 
member to Parliament. 

Petitions, &c. In 1710, John Haldane, esq., 
petitioned against the return of George Yeaman, 
esq. — No report. 

172^, there was a double return, viz. Charles 
Leslie and William Erskine, esqrs. ; the former 
declared not duly elected, but had leave to peti- 
tion, which he did, and which was renewed two 
sessions. 

1769. Robert Mackintosh, esq., petitioned 
against the return of George Dempster, esq. — Pe- 
tition withdrawn. 

Number of voters — 5. 

PatroN'-— Sir David Wedderburne. 



District VI. Crail^ Kilrenny^ Anstruther 
Easter^ Anstruther Wester^ and Pittenweem. 

Grail, a royal borough, in the shire of Fife, 
Scotlaiiil, four miles from Anstruther, and 39i from 
Edinburgh; containing 3^8 houses and 1,652 inha- 
bitanis, ot whom 146 were returned as being em- 
ployed in trade. It stands on the banks of the 
firth of Forth, and has a small harbour. 

corporation. 

3 Baillies 1 1 Merchant Gounsellers 

1 Treasurer 6 Trades Counsellors 

Total 21. 
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KiLRENiVY, a royal burgh in the shire of Fife, 
Scotland, on the north coast of the firth of Forth, 
two milcs from Anstruther. It has much decreased 
since the Union, and the decay of its once consi- 
derable fishery. It contains 305 houses and 1,043 
inhabitants. 

CORPORATION. 

3 Baillies 11 Counsellors 

1 Treasurer Total \6. 

Anstruther Easter, a sea-port town and 
borough in the district of St. Andrew, Fifeshire, IS 
miles from Cupar, and 25 from Edinburgh; con- 
tains 191 houses and 969 inhabitants. 

corporation. 
3 Baillies 15 Counsellors 

1 Treasurer Total 19. 

Anstruther Wester, a parish adjoining to 
Anstruther Easter ; contains 65 houses and S96 
inhabitants. The inhabitants are principally fisher^ 
men. 

corporation. 
3 Baillies 11 Counsellors 

1 Treasurer Total 15. 

Pittenweem, a royal borough and sea-port, in 
the shire of Fife, Scotland, lying on the coast of 
the firth of Forth, IJ mile from Anstruther, and 
20 from Kirkcaldy; containing 1S4 h'^uses and 
1|072 inhabitants, of whom 1,001 were employed 
in trade, principally in the salt and coal works in 
the neighbourhood, the whole parish lying on a 
field of excellent coal. 
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COBPORATIOK. 

4 Baillies 19 Counsellors 

1 Treasurer Total 24. 

RKFAESENTAIIVE HISTORY. 

These five places join in sending a member to 
Parliament. 

Petitions, &c. In 1708, Sir John Anstruther, 
bart., was declared not duly elected. His seat 
was taken by Msgor-General G. Hamilton. 

In 1713, George Hamilton, esq., petitioned 
against the return of Sir J. Anstruther, bart., but 
the sitting member was voted duly elected. 

In 1733, there was a double return, viz. David 
Scott and Philip Anstruther, esqrs. The former 
being declared not duly returned, Mr. Scott pe- 
titioned, complaining of an undue election, and 
Mr. Anstruther was voted duly elected. Re- 
solved, Dec. 30, '' That the petition of David 
Scott, esq., is groundless, frivolous, and vexa- 
tious/' Ordered : *• That David Scott, esq., do 
make satisfaction to Philip Anstruther, esq., for 
the costs and expenses he hath been at by reason 
of the said petition." 

1741. Major-General Philip Anstrutli«r, peti- 
tioned against the Hon. George Stuart, esq. — 
Withdrawn. 

1763. Robert Alexander petitioned against 
the return of Sir John Anstruther. — Withdrawn. 

1784. Lieut. Gen. Moncrieffe petitioned against 
the return of John Anstruther, esq. — Withdrawn, 

Number of voters — 6. 

Patrok — Sir John Anstruther. 
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District Vlf. Kh^gkorn, Kirkcaldy^ Brunt* 

iskindi and Difsari. 

KiifGH&itN i^ a royal borough in the shire of 
Fffe, Scotland, pleasantty situated on a hill on the 
eoast of the firHh of Forth, opposite to Leith, afifd 
eontAins 3!6 bouses and 2,308 inhabitants, viz. 
\fiS6 mates and 1,952 females, of whom 423 were 
retorned as employed in trade, and 975 in agricol*^ 
tlktt. The ptin^ipal mami^ctured here are thread 
stockings, and the spinning of cotton and flax. 
It h«s two harbotrr9 ; one bekyw the town, and the 
6f hei^ above half a mile distant at Rettycur, for the 
eonremence of the passage-boats to Leith. 

1 Provosk 13 Counsellors 

9 Bailiies 6 IXeacons 

I itt9Mtec Total 29. 

Kirkcaldy, a borougfii' and sea-port town in 
the shire of Fife, on the firth of Forth, three miles 
from Kinghorn, and 13 from Edinburgh ; contain- 
ing 354 houses, and S,24S inhabitants, viz. 14,4<64 
mates and 1,784 females, of whom 700 were re- 
turned as being principally employed in the ma- 
nufacture of checks and tickings, and of leathei* 
and cotton. It is supposed to have derived its 
name from the Culdees, who had a cell here. 

CORPORATION. 

I Provost 1 Treasurer 

9 Bailiies 16 Counsellors 

1 Dean of Guild Total 21. 
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Bkuntisland, a town and royal borough in 
the district of Kircaldy, shire of Fife, standing on 
the banks of the firth of Forth, six miles from 
Leith, and seven from Edinburgh ; containing 965 
houses and 1,530 inhabitants, of whom 153 were 
returned as being employed in trade, &c. It has 
a good harbour, defended by a pier ; and the town 
appears anciently to have been fortified. This 
place had a considerable trade before the union, 
in the exportation of corn and malt, after which it 
continued on the decline till within these last ten 
years. There are now a sugar-house, vitriol-work, 
and a considerable distillery. It has also a tolerable 
business in ship-building. Among the rocks are 
excellent beds of oysters; and in the neighbour- 
hood are quarries of firee and lime-stone. 

COBPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 1 Merchant Counsellors 

2 Baillies 7 Trade Counsellors. ♦ 

Total 21. 

Dysart, a royal borough in the shire of Fife, 
on the shore of the firth of Forth, two miles from 
Kircaldy, and 16 from Cupar; containing inclu- 
sive of its hamlets, 835 houses and o,385 inhabit- 
ants, of whom 1,372 were returned as being em- 
ployed in trade and manufacture. It has about 
700 looms employed in the manufacture of checks 
only. A number of hands are also occupied in 
ship. building. It has a very good harbour, and 



* When a nobleman is provost, there are three baillies, and 
the council consists of twenty-two. 
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about 36 vessels employed in the coal and foreign 
trade. Vast quantities of salt are also made in the 
neighbourhood. The ground on which this burgh 
stands rises gradually from the sea for about a 
mile, and then slopes down to the river Orr on the 
other side. Besides the town the hurgh includes 
three villages, viz. Fathead, Galaton, and Borland, 
a great number of whose inhabitants are employed 
in the manufacture of nails. Below FHtheail, on 
a free-stone rock, stands the old castle of Kaven's 
Craig, belonging to the family of St. CUir. Free- 
stone and lime-stone are found in various parts of 
the parish; but its most valuable productions are 
coal and iron stone. The coal pits here were 
among the first wrought in Scotland 300 years ago; 
the seams now working are about 60 fathoms be« 
low the surface. The iron stone is very rich, 
yielding about 13 cwt. of pure metal per ton of 
ore. The chief proprietor of these valuable works 
is the Earl of Rosslyn. 

CORPORATION. 

3 Baillies SI Counsellors 

1 Treasurer Total 24. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

Th^efour places send one member to Parlia- 
ment. » 

Petitions, &c. In 1709, John Sinclair, esq., 
eldest son of Lord Sinclair, was, being the eldest 
son of a peer, declared incapable of being elected. 
A new writ was ordered. See Aberdeenshire. 
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1799. Thomas Leslie, esq., was declared not 
duly returned, but had leave to petition. 

1774. James Townsend Oswald, esq., peti- 
tioned. — Not renewed second session. 

Number of voters — 4. 

Pathox— General Ferguson. 



District VIIL Inverbeiiking, I>mmfermiin0j 
Cuirass, Sterling j and Queensferry. 

IffTBRKRiTHiNG, a royat borough and sea-port 
town in Fifeshire, on the north coast of tfhe firth 
of Forth, at tbe head of Inverkeifhing Bay, eight 
miles from Dunfermline, and 19 from Edinburgh ; 
containing 3S9 houses, and 3,398 inhabitants, viz. 
1,031 males and 1,197 f<nnales, of whom 177 ^^^re 
returned as employed in trade and 91 in agricuU 
ture. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

9 Baillies 10 Counsellors 

1 Dean of Guild Total 15. 

Dunfermline, a royal borough in the shire 
of Fife, the seat of a Presbytery, and the most 
considerable manufacturing town in tbe county, 
three miles from the firth of Forth, and 15 from 
Edinburgh ; containing 1,498 houses and 9,980 
inhabitants, being 4,671 males and 5,309 femaies, 
of whom 1,709 were reti>rned ad being employed 
in various trades and Qianufectores. It has »good 
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weekly market, and eight fairs annually. The 
peculiar manufacture here is of diaper table linen, 
in which there are employed nearly 1,200 looms. 
In the chest of the corporation of weavers is pre- 
served a curious specimen of their art, being a 
shirt wrought entire in the loom, above a century 
ago, without a seam, or the least assistance of ths 
needle. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Old Dean of Guild 
9 Baillies 1 Old Treasurer 

1 Dean of Guild 3 Merchant Counsellors 

1 Treasurer 9 Trades Counsellors 

1 Old Provost 8 Deacons of Crafts 
9 Old Baillies Total 23. 

CuL CROSS, a royal borough in the shire of 
Perth, Scotland, on the north shore of th^ firth 
of Forth, 23 miles from Edinburgh ; containing 
967 houses, and 1,503 inhabitants, of whom 170 
were returned as being employed in trade and ma- 
nufacture. 

CORPORATION. 

S Merchant Baillies 1 Deacon Convener 

1 Trades Baillie S Merchant Counsellors 

I Dean of Guild 5 Trades Coansellors 
1 Treasurer Tot^l 19. 

Stirling, an ancient town in Scotland, in that 
division of Lenoxshire to which it gives name, 
situated on the river Forth, ^5 miles from Edin- 
burgh ; containing 614 houses, and 5,356 inhabit- 
anil, of whom 514 were returned as being em- 
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ployed in trade. The principal manufactures are 
of carpeting and shalloons. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Dean of Guild 

4 Baillies 7 Merchant Counsellors 

1 Treasurer 7 Trades Counsellors 

Total 21. 

QuEENSFERRY, a royal burgh in the shire of 
Linlithgow, Scotland, on the coast of the firth of 
Forth, nine miles west of Edinburgh : containing 
77 houses, and 454 inhabitants. 

CORPORATION. 

9 Seamen Baillies 5 Landmen Counsellors 

1 Landman BaiUie 3 Deacons of Crafts 
10 Seamen Counsellors Total 3K 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

These five boroughs join in sending one mem^ 
ber to Parliament. 

Petitions, &c. In 1708, Sir John Wemyss, 
bart., petitioned against the return of Col. John 
Erskine — No report. 

1714. Col. John Erskine petitioned against the 
return of H. Cuningham, jun. : The committee 
discharged Col. Erskine from proceeding on it, 
not being signed by himself. 

1735. James Erskine, esq., petitioned against 
the return of Lieut. -Col. Peter Ualket; renewed 
sessions 2. 

1762. Alexander Wedderburn, esq., petitioned 
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against the return of Francis Holborne: but after- 
wards withdrew it. 

1774'. Sir Alexander Gilmour. hart., petitioned, 
and also four petitions from electors, complaining 
of an undue election and return. The petitioners 
afterwards rtquestt^d leave to withdraw their peti- 
tions ; to which the House agreed. 

1784. James Francis Erskine, esq., petitioned 
— No report. 

1796. Sir John Henderson, bart., petitioned 
against thf» return of the Hon. Andrew Cochrane 
Johnstone. The committee reported to the House, 
that the sitting^ member was duly elected, and that 
neither the defence nor petition was frivolous or 
vexatious, March 31, 1797. On that very day, 
the hon. A. C. Johnstone (who took the name of 
Johnstone in this Parliament, on his marriage 
with the daughter of the Earl of Hopetoun) was 
made governor of the island of Dominica, and a 
new writ ordered. 

There was a double return in 1809, and ^he p^,^^,j 
hon. Alexander Forester Cochrane, (whose name ▼oi- >•?•!- 
Stood first in the return) and Sir John Henderson, 
bart., petitioned. The committee was chosen 
Feb. 8, I80.i; and on the 28th day, they deter- 
mined that the hon. Captain Cochrane was duly 
elected, and. that neither of the petitions was fri- 
volous or vexatious. 

James Trotter, a witness summoned by the 
speaker on the part of Sir J. Henderson, having 
neglected to appear, was, on his surrendering him- 
self, committed to Newgate, April 4, ISQS, and 
reprimanded and discharged, paying his fees, May 6. 



I 
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1606. The bon, Alexander F- Cochrane and 
others, petitioned against the election of Sir John 
Henderson, bart. — No report. 

Number op voters — 5. 

Patkon of the whole — Earl of Hopetoun. 

District IX. Glasgow, Renfrew, RuthergUn, 

and Dumbarton. 

Glasgow, a city in Lanarkshire, Scotland, 35 
miles frocn Edinburgh, and 10 miles from Dum* 
barton ; containing 30.37<) houses, and 77%38d in* 
habitants, viz. 33^007 males, and 49.378 iemales, 
of whom ^9,335 were returned as being employed 
in varif>us trades and manufacturifs, and 1,4^34 itt 
agriculture. Glasgow is situated on the north 
bank of the Clyde, and with respec*t to commerce 
aod manufactures, may be considered the chief 
city of Scotland. The annual value of the pro- 
duce of the coal-mines in the barony of Glasgow, 
is estimated at from 30 to 40,000/. sterling. Over 
the coals there is a thin, but very rich stratum of 
iron stone. This was formerly considered at an 
jnctimbraoce^ but since the erection of the Clyde 
iron works, it has been employed in the most ad- 
vantageous manner, and affords a new source of 
employment to a great number of persons. In 
early times, the trade of Glasgow chiefly aroae 
from the curing of salmon and herrings, which 
were chiefly sent to France, whence wines and 
other commodities were received in return. In 
I609f the population of Glasgow amounted to 
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only from 7 to 8,000 ; fifty years after that period, 
it was from 14 to K5,0(K) ; in the year 1755, it had 
increased to 97,115; and in 1775, to 43,000. 
From the census in 1802, it appears to have in- 
creased to 77,385, and including the suburbs and 
adjoining places, to 86,630. 

CORPOBATJOK. 

1 Provost 1 Master of Works 

2 Merchant Baillies 1 Deacon Convener 

1 Trades Baillie 12 Trades Counsellors 

1 Dean of Guild IS Merchant Counsellors 

1 Treasurer Total 33. 

Renfrew, the county town of Renfrewshire, 
Scotland, pleasantly situated on the river Cart, 
five miles west of Glasgow, and three north of 
Paisley. It consists of one narrow street about 
half a mile long, with several bye lanes; contain<- 
ing 426 houses, and 2,031 inhabitants, viz. 962 
males, and 1,06^) females, of whom 292 were re- 
turned as being employed in trade: but the com- 
merce of the town is very inconsiderable, although 
its local situation is well adapted thereto; the 
principal branch of trade is in the manufacture of 
thread, but there are also extensive soap and candle 
works, and about a hundred looms employed in 
the silk and muslin weaving. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Dean of Guild 

9 Bftillies 1 Treasurer 

1 Old Provost 13 CounseHors 

9 Old Baillies Total 21. 
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RuTHERGLFN, a roynl borough, in the thire of 
Lanark, Src I liiid, ^i nnlfs Irom (Jiasofow; con- 
taining ^47 houses, Hn<i ?. 437 inlrahiu:nrs. It is 
of great .antiquity, and was (oraitrly ot much larger 
extent than now, the foundation or streets heing 
otten found in the fields. The fairs of this town 
have long ^len tainous for the show of Lanark- 
shire horsjcs, esteemed the best for draught in 
Scotland. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

3 Baillies 15 Counsellors 

Total 19. 

Dumbarton, the county town of the shire, is 
a royal borough, 14 n)iles north west of Glasgow ; 
containing 397 houses, and 9,549 inhabitants, be- 
ing 1J95 tnales, and 1,416 females, of whom 611 
were returned as being employed in trade, &c. It 
IS a VI ry ancient town, and supposed to be the 
Alcluid of the Britons, and one of the seats of 
Fingal. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

2 Baillies 10 Counsellors 
1 Dean of Guild Total \5. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

These four royal boroughs join in sending one 
mem*»er to Parliamint. 

Pf I rioNs, &c. 170S. Daniel Campbell, esq., 
petitioned : withdrew his petition. 

1728. John Blackwood, esq., was found not 
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duly returned, but had leave to petition, which he 
did; it was renewed the following sessions ; but 
the second petition differing from the first that 
was delivered in 17^9, Resolved, *' that it be re- 
jected/' He petitioned again, and it was also 
renewed without efiect« 

1796. James Dunlop, esq., petitioned against 
Mr. Craufurd's election. 

1803. Boyd Alexander, esq., and the Provosts 
of Glasgow and Renfrew, being delegates for those 
boroughs, petitioned against the return of Alex- 
ander Houston, esq. The delegates from the bo- 
roughs of Rutherglin and Dumbarton, had voted 
for the sitting member ; for whom also the dele- 
gates from Dumbarton, the presiding burgh, had 
given his casting vote ; but the petitioner ob- 
jected to the election of the delegate from Dum- 
barton. The committee that tried this election, 
decided generally, that the petitioner was duly 
elected, March 30, 1803. The return amended. 

I8O6. A petition against the return of Archi- 
bald Campbell, esq. — No report. 

Number of voters — 4. 

Patrons of the whole — Sir John Maxwell and 
Archibald Campbell, esq. 

District X. Selkirk, Peebles ^ Lanark, and 

Linlithgow. 

Selkirk, a royal borough, and the county town 
of Selkirkshire, Scotland, situated on a rising 
ground on the banks of the £ttrick, 11 miles 
from Hawick, and 36 from Edinburgh : containing 

PART II. VOL. IV. O 
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396 houses, and 9,098 inhabitants, of whom 3H 
were employed in various trades. 

CORPOBATION. 

9 Baiilies 1 Old Treasurer 

1 Dean of Guild 5 Deacons 

1 Treasurer 5 Colleagues to the Dea- 

cons 
9 Old Baiilies 10 Merchant Counsellors 

1 Old Dean of Guild 5 Trade Counsellors 

Totol 33. 

Peebles, a royal borough, and the county 
town of the shire of Peebles, or Tweedale, plea- 
santly situated on the banks of the Tweed, over 
which it has an elegant bridge of five arches. It 
lies 99 miles south of Edinburgh, and contains 

397 houses, and 9,088 inhabitants, viz. 963 males, 
and 1,19 J females, of whom 336 were returned as 
being employed in trade and manufacture, princi- 
pally in that of woollens. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

9 Baiilies 11 Counsellors 
1 Dean of Guild 1 Deacon 

Total 17. 

Lanark, ar oyal burgh, and the county town 
of Lanarkshire, Scotland, 94 miles from Glasgow, 
and 30 from Edinburgh. It stands on a rising 
ground near the river Clyde, 666 feet above the 
level of the sea, and contains 649 houses, and 
4,699 inhabitants, viz. 9,180 males, and 9,519 fe- 
males, of whom 1,6 11 were returned as employed 
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in various trades aod manufactures, principally 
that of cotton. 

CORPORATION. 

9 Baillies 1 Treasurer 

1 Dean of Guild 19 Common Counsellors 

1 Deacon Convener Total 17. 

Linlithgow, a royal borough, and chief town 
of Linlithgowshire, or West Lothian, Scotland, 
16 miles west of Edinburgh. It consists princi- 
pally of one street, about three qnarters of a mile 
long, and contains 457 houses, and 3,094 inha- 
bitants, viz. 1,680 males, and 1,914 females, of 
whom 1,729 were employed in various trades and 
manufactures. It was anciently a place of great 
trade and opulence, and had first the harbour of 
Blackness, and afterwards of Queensferry, assigned 
to it as its port; but since the union it has de- 
clined considerably. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

4 Baillies 19 Merchant Counsellors 

1 Dean of Guild 8 Deacons of Craft 

Total 97. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

These four boroughs send one member to Par- 
liament. 

Petitions, &c. In 1714, William Hamilton, 
esq., petitioned against the return of Sir James 
Carmicbael, bart. 

o2 
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1799. George Douglas, esq., petitioned against 
the return of Daniel Weir, esq. : renewed sessions 
9, 3, and then withdrawn. March 17> 1795, Mr. 
Weir having died, and a new writ ordered. 

1795. William Frazer petitioned against John 
Murray, esq. The sitting member voted duly 
elected, 1796. 

174-1. There was a double return; viz. James 
CarmichacI, and John M'Kay, esqrs. The former 
waved his return. 

1747. Lawrence Dundas, esq., was declared 
not duly elected. His seat was taken by James 
Carmichael, esq. 

1806. William Maxwell, esq., petitioned against 
Sir Charles Ross, bart. The committee found Sir 
Charles Ross, bart., duly elected, March 95, 1807* 

Number of voters— 4. 

Patron of the whole — Duke of Buccleugh* 



District XI. Haddington^ Dunbar^ North 
Berwick^ Lauder ^ and Jedburgh. 

Haddington, a royal borough, and the county 
town of Haddingtonshire, or East Lothian. It is 
17 miles from Edinburgh ; contains 688 houses, and 
4,049 inhabitants, viz. 1,874 males, and 9,175 fe- 
males, of whom 576 were returned as being em- 
ployed in trade and manufactures. The principal 
manufacture is that of coarse woollen cloth, which 
is carried on in the suburb. There are two annual 
fairs, well attended, and a weekly market on Fri- 
day, accounted the best grain market in Scotland. 
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CORPORATION. 

1 Provost IS Merchant Counsellors 

2 Merchant Baillies 1 Trades Counsellor 
1 Trades Baillie 7 Deacons of Crafts 
1 Treasurer Total 25. 

Dunbar, a royal borough and parish in the 
shire of Haddington, Scotland, situate on a email 
eminence at the bottom of Dunbar bay, 27 miles 
equidistant between Edinburgh, and Berwick- 
upon-Tweed. It contains 696 houses, and 3,951 
inhabitants, being 1,736 males, and 2,215 females, 
of whom 602 were returned as being employed in 
trade and manufacture. The houses are mostly 
new, regularly built, and well supplied with water. 
The harbour is safe, and defended by a strong 
battery ; besides which, here are a large and con- 
venient dry dock, and two considerable rope* walks. 
The inhabitants carry on a very extensive trade in 
the export of corn. Numerous fishing boats be- 
long to the town. 

corporation. 

I Provost 1 Treasurer 

3 Baillies 15 Counsellors 

Total 20. 

Berwick North, a royal borough and sea- 
port, in the shire of Haddington, Scothnd, situated 
on the firth of Forth, 22 miles from Edinburgh ; 
containing 353 houses, and 1,583 inhabitants. 
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CORPORATION. 

2 Baillies 1 Old Treasurer 

1 Treasurer 6 Counsellors 

2 Old Baillies Total I?. 

Lauder, a royal borough in the ahire of Ber- 
wick, Scotland, seated on a river of the same name, 
which falls into the Tweed. 32 miles south of 
Edinburgh, and 34 from Berwick ; coqtaining939 
houses, and 1,760 inhabitants, of whom. 634 were 
returned as employed in various trades^ 

CORPORATION. 

S Baijlies 14 Counsellors 

1 Treasurer Total 17, 

Jedburgh, a royal borough in the shire of 
Roxburgh, Scotland, on the banks of the river Jed, 
11 miles frr)m Kelso, and 45 from Edinbuigh ; it 
contfiins. including the parish, 648 houses, aqd 
3,834 inhabitants, viz. 1,770 males, and 2,064 fe- 
males, of n horn 483 were returned as employed in 
various trailes and ^44 in agriculture. The trade 
and population of this place has considerably de- 
creased sinte the union. It has several well at- 
tended rairs, and a good weekly market for corn 
and rattle. It is the seat of a presbytery, and of 
a circuit court. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

4 Baillies 14 Merchant Counsellors 

1 Dean of Guild 4 Council Deacons 

Total 35. 
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REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

These five boroughs send one member to Par- 
liament. 

Petitioxs, &c. In 1722, Lord William Hay 
petitioned against the return of Sir James Dal- 
rymple. — No report. 

In 17^^, there was a double return, Sir John 
Douglas, brirt., and William Kirkpatrick, esq.: 
the former waved his return. 

In 176S, Patrick Warrender, esq., and the Hon. 
John Maitland, were both returned, but the latter 
informed the House, that he did not mean to con- 
test the matter, and his name was accordingly 
erased. 

In I77I1 Charles Ogilvie, esq., petitioned against 
the re-election of Patrick Warrender, esq. April 
19? the committee informed the House by their 
chairman, *- that the silting member was duly 
elected." 

In 1774, Sir Alexander Gilmour, bart., Andrew Gicnbmic, 
Dicksor^esq., &c., constituent nienibers of •hela3,47i. 
borough of Haddington, the magistrates and town 
council of North Berwick, and the provost, magis- 
trates, and town council of tl»e borough <»f Dun- 
bar, petitioned against the elertion of the Hon. 
John Maitland. A committee^ was tppointed 
May 2, 1775, and on the 8th, they inJbr ■ ed the 
House by their chairman, that the sitting member 
was duly elected. 

Id 1787) George Johnstone petitioned against 
William FuUarton, esq. The sitting member was 
declared duly elected. 



J' 
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In 1790, William FuUarton, esq., petitioned 
against the Hon. Thomas Maitland. The com- 
mittee determined, 179I9 that the sitting member 
Mras duly elected, and that the petition was frivo* 
lous and vexatious. 

Number of voters — 5. 

Patron of the whole — Earl of Lauderdale. 



District XII. Dumfries^ Kirkcudbright^ San^ 
quehar^ Annan^ and Lochmaben. 

Dumfries, the county town of the foregoing 
shire, is a royal borough, standing on the river 
Nith^ nine miles from its fall into the Solway firtht 
and 73 from Edinburgh, It contains, including 
the parish, 1,363 houses and 7»388 inhabitants* 
being 3, 177 majes and^4)lll females, of whom 612 
were returned as being employed in trade, &c» 
The assizes for the county, and for the stewartry 
of Kirkcudbright, are likewise hejd here twice a 
year. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

3 Baillies 12 Merchant counsellors 

I Dean of Guild 7 Deacons 

Total ^6. 

Kirkcudbright, a borough and the county 
town of the stewartry of Kirkcudbright, stands 
on the river Dee, about four miles from its en- 
trance into the firth, and 28 from Dumfries : it 
contains 36*5 houses and 2,3S0 inhabitants, viz* 
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1,043 males and 1,338 females, of whom 385 
were returned as employed in trade and manufac- 
ture, principally in that of cotton, established 
about i7^<3, and 356 in agriculture. It consists 
of two streets meeting at right angles, and the 
buildings in general neat and regular. Near the 
centre is a large and elegant court-house. The 
harbour is safe and well sheltered, being from 16 
to IS feet deep at low water, and 40 at high water. 
To the port belong about 38 different sized ves- 
sels. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

2 Baillies 13 Common Counsellors 

Total 17. 

Sanquehar, a royal borough in the shire of 
Dumfries, seated on the river Nith, and on the 
border of Ayrshire, 87 miles from Dumfries, and 
33 from Ayre. It consists principally of one long 
street, and contains 468 houses and 3,350 inha- 
bitants, viz. 1,054 males and 1,396 females, having 
about 300 persons employed in the woollen trade, 
and the manufacture of stockings and carpets. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

3 Baillies 11 Counsellors 
1 Dean of Guild Total 17. 

Annan, a town and borough in Dumfries-shire, 
eight miles from Gretna, and fifteen from Dum- 
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fries : contains 464 bouses and 3,570 inhabitants, 
of whom 341 were returned employed in trade. 
It is situated on a river of the same name ; vessels 
of 350 tons can come within half a mile of the 
town, and vessels of 60 tons as high as the bridge, 
which consists of five arches, defended by a gate- 
way. A manufactory for carding and spinning 
has lately been established, which has increased 
the town. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Dean of Guild 

3 Baillies 13 Counsellors 

1 Treasurer Total 19. 

LocHMABEN, a royal borough in the shire of 
Dumfrii s, in the district of Annandale, seven miles 
from Dumfries. The parish extends about ten 
miles along the b>nks of the river Annan, and 
contains 49^) houses and 2,053 inhabitants, of 
whom 771 wvre employed in trade and manufac- 
ture, principally in that of coarse linen cloth for 
the English market. It was formerly a place of 
great opulence and trade. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Dean of Guild 

3 Baillies 10 Counsellors 

Total 15. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

These five boroughs send one member to Par- 
liament. 
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Petitions, &c. In 17O8, William Patterson 
and William Johnson, csqrs., were both returned, 
The latter was declnred duly elected. 

1722. Alexander Fergusson, esq., petitioned 
against the return of William Douglas, esq. 

1795- Double return ; viz. Sir John Douglas, 
bart., and William Kirkpatrick, esq. The former 
waved his return. 

1735. Basel Hamilton, esq., petitioned. With- 
drew bis petition. 

1741. William Stuart, esq., petitioned. — No 
report. 

1784. Sir Robert Herries, knt., petitioned 
against Sir James Johnstone, bart. — No report. 

Number of voters — 5. 

Patron of the whole — Marquis of Queensberry. 



District XIII. Wigton^ New Galloway^ Stran^ 

raer^ and Whitehom. 

WiGTON, a royal borough in the shire of Wig- 
ton, situated on the side of a hill near the mouth 
of the river Badenoch, seven miles from Newton 
Douglas; containing 274 houses and 1,473 inha- 
bitants. It is a port of the customs, comprehend- 
ing the creeks of Wigtonshire from the mull of 
Galloway to the mouth of the river Dee. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1+ Counsellors 

2 Baillies 1 Town clerk 
1 Treasurer Total 19. 
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New Galloway, a royal burgh in the parish 
of Glens, and stewartry of Kirkcudbright, in a de- 
lightful vale called Glenkins, from the river Ken, 
which waters it, 18 miles from Newton Douglas, 
and 78 from Edinburgh ; containing, Kells in- 
cluded, 170 houses and 778 inhabitants. The 
buildings are neat and regular. It possesses little, 
if any trade : however, from its centrical situation, 
it has a good market, chiefly for oatmeal and bar- 
ley. Galloway was made a royal borough by 
Charles I., when it had scarcely 20 houses. In 
this neighbourhood stands Kenmure Castle, the 
seat of the Gordons of Kenmure, who are pro- 
prietors of the town. 

COBPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Dean of the market 

S Baillies 15 Counsellors 

1 Treasurer Total 20. 

Stranraer, a royal borough in the shire of 
WigtOHi at the head of Loch Ryan, six miles from 
Port Patrick ; containing 340 houses and 1,722 
inhabitants, many of whom are employed in some 
extensive cotton and linen manufactories. Many 
of the houses are well built, and it has a good har- 
bour, with a custom-house. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

2 Baillies 13 Counsellors 
1 Dean of Guild Total 18. 
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Whitehern, or Whithorn, a royal borough 
in the shire of Wigton, situated on the bay of 
Wigton, where a stream of water falls into the 
harbour. The town consists chiefly of one street, 
intersected by several alleys, containing 363 houses 
and 1,904 inhabitants. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost I Treasurer 

9 Baillies 16 Counsellors 

Total 19. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

These four boroughs send one member to Par- 
liament. 

Petitions, &c. In 1728, the magistrates, &c. 
of Wigton, petitioned against John Dalrymple, 
esq., complaining that the said John Dalrymple, 
esq., pretended to be elected at Stranraer, whereas, 
by the statute in that case, the election ought 
to be at Wigton, and the return made by the 
common clerk of the said borough. The sit- 
ting member was declared duly elected. 

1735. Captain John Dalrymple petitioned 
against the return of Captain James Stuart. 

1763. Hutchinson Mure, esq., petitioned, but 
afterwards withdrew it. 

In 1774> Henry Watkin Dash wood, esq., pe- cienbeme, 
titioned against William Norton, esq. The com- I^,'.Vi5! 
mittee (who was chosen March 21, 177^0 ^^^^^'lli^' 
mined, (March 23,) that the petitioner was duly 
elected, and ought to have been returned. 

Nov. 24, 1802. Robert Vans Agnew, esq., pe- Peckwdi, 
tioned against John Spalding, esq. The commit- l^i^^'to. 
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tec was appointed March 3, 1803, and on the 7th 
determined the sitting member to have been duly 
elected. 

Number of voters — 4, 

Patron of the whole — Earl of Galloway. 

District XIV. Ayre^ Irvine^ Rothsay^ Inverary^ 

and Camhletown. 

Ayr, a royal borough in the shire of Ayr, 74 
miles from Edinburgh; contains 797 houses and 
5,493 inhabitants, being 2,424 males and 3,068 
females, of whom 4,S6l were returned employed 
in trade and manufacture. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

S Baillies 10 Merchant Counsellors 

1 Dean of Guild 2 Trades Counsellors 

Total 17. 

Irvine, or Irwine, a sea^port and royal bo- 
rough in the shire of Ayre, standing on a river of 
the same name, \5 miles from Arran, and 61 from 
Edinburgh ; and containing 710 houses and 4i534 
inhabitants, viz. 1,850 males 2,734 females, of 
whom 3,961 were returned as employed in trade, 
and 336 in agriculture. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

2 Baillies 10 Merchant Counsellors 
1 Dean of Guild 2 Trades Counsellors 

Total 17. 
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RoTHSAY, a roy»l boroii6:h and parish in the 
Isle of Bute, 70 miles from Edinburgh; containing 
59S bouses and 5,331 inhibitants, viz. 3.49^ 
males and 3,736 females, of whom 4,347 were re- 
turned as being employed in various tnules and 
manufactures, particularly in the co'ton branch. 
It has an excellent harbour at the bottom of an 
extensive bay, and a large herring fishery. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 4 Common Counsellors 

S. Baillies 1 1 Trades Counsellors 

1 Treasurer Total 19. 

Inverary, a royal borough and county town 
of the shire of Argyle. It is pleasantly situated 
on a small bay at the head of Loch Tyne, and con- 
tains 375 houses and 3,045 inhabitants, viz. 9S6 
males and 1,065 females, of whom 315 were re- 
turned as employed in various trades, and 114 in 
agriculture. The chief support of the place is its 
herring fishery ; about 30,000 barrels of herrings 
being annually caught in the Loch. A linen ma- 
nufacture was established here in the year 1748, 
and in 1776 an attempt was made to introduce 
the woollen manufacture on a large scale, but it 
did not meet with success. In 1754, a company 
from Lancashire, called the Argyle Furnace Com- 
pany, erected a large iron work two miles from 
Inverary, which still continues, and is said to be 
in an increasing state. The ore is imported from the 
west of England, and is smelted with charcoal pro- 
duced from the forests in the neighbourhood. One 
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ship belonging to the town is engaged in foreign 
trade ; and about half a dozen employed in im- 
porting meal, coals, merchants' goods, &c., and 
exporting wool, timber, and oak bark. 

CORPORATION. 

I Provost 1 Treasurer 

S Baillies 9 Counsellors 

Total 13. 

Cambletown, a royal borough in the shire of 
Argyle, in the district of Kintyre, 139 miles from 
Glasgow, and 176 from Edinburgh ; containing 
1000 houses and 7)093 inhabitants, of whom 649 
were returned as being employed in trade and 
manufacture. It was made a borough in 1701, 
before which time it was called Caenn^loch (Loch 
head,) and was formerly only a small fishing vil- 
lage. It has a harbour in the form of a crescent, 
two miles long and one broad, with from six to 
ten fathoms water, and is much frequented during 
the herring fishery. There are coal mines about 
three miles distant from the town, which are 
brought by a canal from thence. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

2 Baillies 12 Common Counsellors 
1 Dean of Guild Total 17. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

These five boroughs join in sending one mem- 
ber to Parliament. 

Number of voters — 5. 

Patron of the whole — Duke of Argyll. 



REPRESENTATION 



OF 



IRELAND. 



In giving the History of the Parliament of Ire- 
land, and the present state of its representation, 
we have had recourse to the statistical and poli- 
tical account of that kingdom by Edward Wake- 
field, esq. ; a work possessing the highest merit, for 
general information, profound knowledge, and au- 
thentic report, 

" It appears that, for the space of almost a cen- 
tury and a half after Henry II. had taken posses- 
sion of Ireland, there was but one Parliament 
for both kingdoms, the laws made in the Parlia- 
ment of England being transmitted to Ireland, un- 
der the great seal, to be proclaimed, enrolled, and 
executed as the laws of Ireland. 

** The first regular establishment of a Parliament 
in Ireland seems to have been about the end of 
the reign of Edward II. ; for the meetings and 
consultations of the great lords before that period, 
although in old annals called Parliaments, are not, 
in the proper sense of the word, entitled to that 
appellation. When Ireland was invaded by the 
Scots under Bruce, the English governtuent found 
itself so much embarrassed, that, not being able 
to afford effectual assistance to its Irish subjects, 

PAET II. VOL. IV. p 
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they were authorized to hold a general council of 
the kingdom among themselves, in order that they 
might pursue speedier and more decisive measures 
for allaying the commotions with which the whole 
country was then agitated. 

" In the reign of Henry Vll,» the Parliament 
of Ireland became, in some measure, dependent on 
that of England, by an act passed under the direc- 
tion of Sir Edward Poynings, the lord deputy, by 
which it was provided that all the Matutni latdy 
made in England, of a public nature, sboQldl he 
held effectual afid valid in Ireland*, (t has b&tw 
erroneously supposed, that this act extenited to 
the whole code of English statutes ; fbr, iQ^reality, 
it refers only to a certain number, whidi^ hdwever 
inaccurately stated, were under the eye of the Ifitfb^ 
l^islature. 

'^ From this regulation/' says ProfcHsor MiMiV^ 
it may be fairly inferred, that the Wwh ParliamtMf 
was at thi^ time understood to possess aft inde- 
pendent legislative authority ; for if that asseibbfy 
was capable of adopting the English laws, it nftust 
have possessed the power also of rejecting th^tlA^; 
^nd, as this act of legislature sufficientlif t^^ifies 
the exertion ot independence on the ptil of Ire- 
land, the assent of the governor on- thd part of the 
Icin^, leaves no doubt of his majesty'^ aprptokirioQ 
and concurrence.*' 

But to secure the dependence of the IrisJh ^aiw 
liament, Henry endeavouved to prevent debate,' 
by putting a negative upon all their proceed^ng*^. 
Wrth this intention, he caused! another act to be 
passed) commtonly known by tfee |fam>e 6f Poyr 
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mag'n Laor, which declares that do Parliament 
tbotild be held in Ireland, until the lord deputy 
and his council should make known to the king 
and council in Enjgfland the causes for which the 
fiWseting' was to be called, and the bills which were 
lb bto passed ; and that, unless the king's leave 
Were previously obciiiiied, the acts of any Parlia- 
itaent should be void. 

In the reign of Qt^een Mary this law was still 
further extended, by an act passed under the pre- 
tence of explaining the true meaning and intent 
df the former; in which it was enacted, that no 
Parfiament should be held rn Ireland until the 
dhi^f governor and council had certified to the 
kmg and council of England not only the measures 
which were in contemplation at the time when the 
Pisrirament was called, but those also which might 
become the subject of its future deliberation. Such 
was the act which finally established the usage of 
holding Parliaments and enacting laws in Ireland, 
Md by which the proceedings of its legislature 
were determined till the year 1789, when the Irish 
Parliament was declared independent of that of 
England. 

Before the 33d year of King Henry VIIL, it 
appears that none were admitted into Parliament 
but Englishmen by birth or the descendants of 
Englishmen, the Irish being entirely excluded, 
because their lands, being beyond the limita of 
counties, could send no knights ; and as they con- 
tainied no cities or towns, they could send no bur- 
gesses. But it is not improbable that the chief 
reason was the jealousy of the Ei^lrsh govem- 

p 3 
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ment, which, suspecting their fidelity, did oot 
deem it prudent to suffer them to become mem- 
bers of the great national council. 

Before the 34th year of the same sovereign, when 
Meath was divided into two shires, there were 
only 13 counties in Ireland, besides the liberty of 
Tipperary ; the number of knights, therefore, must 
have been few, since there were only lour ancient 
cities, and the boroughs which sent burgesses did 
not exceed thirty. Hence it app^rs, that the 
whole House of Commons could not then amount 
to a hundred persons ; and although Qujeeo Mary 
added two shires, and Queen Elizabeth seventeen 
more, to increase the number of knightSitbey, did 
not all send members to Parliament* for the remote 
shires of Ulster did not return any. 

Ireland, therefore, in the reign of King James, 
contained 33 counties ; and as some of them had 
no boroughs, it was found expedient to create 
40 new ones, by which expedient the influence 
of the crown acquired a considerable accession of 
strength. Charles I. exercised this prerogative, 
but not to so great an extent ; and Queen Ann 
added one borough, which appears to have been 
the last. 

In the year 1719, a private law-suit in Ireland* 
gave rise to a controversy about the right of appeal 
from the Irish tribunals to the House of Lords in 
Britain; and the consequence was, an act of the Bri- 
tish Parliament, the express object of which seems 
to have been, to subject Ireland to a state of com- 



* Between Sherlock and Annesley. 
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plete dependency on the crown of Great Britain. 
By tWsact it was declared, first, " that the king's 
majesty, by and with the consent of the lords 
spiritual and temporal, and the Commons of Great 
Bi'itain in Parliament assembled, had, hath, and 
oiight to have, full power and authority to make 
statutes of sufficient force and validity to bind the 
people and kingdom of Ireland/' 

Secondly, " That the House of Lords of Ireland 
have not, nor of right ought to have^ any juris-* 
diction to judge of, affirm, or reverse any judg- 
ment, sentence, or decree, given or made in any 
court within the said kingdom/' 

But notwithstanding the servile state in which 
the legislature of Ireland was held, it seems to 
have preserved its independence in taxation. No 
British Parliament, it appears, ever assumed, or 
even claimed, the right of imposing taxes on that 
country; and several instances are. recorded, in 
which it manifested its jealousy on this point with 
ai spirit worthy of the national character. In I69O, 
the Commons of Ireland rejected a money bill, 
because it had not originated in their House. In 
I709> a money bill was returned from England 
with alterations, and on this account it was re- 
jected by the Commons. A similar circumstance 
took place in 176S ; but, notwithstanding these 
exertions of the Irish nation in favour of liberty 
and independence, their efforts were countei*- 
acted, and for the most part frustrated, by the in- 
discreet influence of the crown ; and nothing con- 
tributed more to render it effectual than the dura- 
tion of their Parliament. 
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According to the early constitution of Parlia* 
ment, both in England and in Ireland, these as- 
semblies could be dissolved at the pleasure of the 
crown ; but when this prerogative was not exer- 
cised, they remained till the death of the king. la 
England, however, in the reign of William HI.* 
the nation becoming jealous of the power which 
the king had acquired over Parliaments, their du- 
ration was limited to three years : this period, in 
the reign of George I., was extended to seven ; 
but as no change of the same kind had been intio- 
duced into Ireland, the Parliament there conti- 
nued to exist, according to the old plan, with the 
life of the king, till the year 1768, when, in con- 
sequence of a bill brought in by Dr. Lucas, thie 
member for Dublin, its duration was restricted to 
eight years. 

Agreeably to the Act of Union in 1 800, the repre- 
sentation of Ireland consists at present of 98 tempo- 
ral peers, elected for life by the general body of Irish 
peers ; four spiritual ones, consisting of bishops, 
who are replaced by the same number every two 
years in rotation, ; and 100 commonerSy chosen 
from the following places : 

Taking the representation by counties, including 
the cities, towns, and boroughs, which tbey con- 
tain, it will stand thus : 



2 Antrim 


1 Belfast 


-^ 




1 Carrickfergas 


J» 




1 Lisbnm 


5 


2 Armagh 


1 Armagh (City) 


8 


2 Carlow 


1 Carlow (Boreogh) 


8 


2 Cavan 




S 


2 Clare 


1 Eddii (Boros§^) 


8 



2 Cork 



2 DoBq^d 
dPuHiB 



2Feniumagli 
2 Galway 
2Kerfy 
2 Kildare 
2 Kilkennj 
2 Kingf 8 Countj 
2 Leitrim 
2 Utterick 
S JU>QdoQdrri7 

.2 Loi^H^ibrcl 

2 ^ayo 

SMeatk 

2 IfoDiliagan 

2 Qmaen'fl Coanty 

2'IUiOQiMMm 

S Bogo 

2Tipp€|ai7 

2 Tyrone 
2 Waterford 

2 Wettmeath 
2 WezAid 

2 Wifkkw 
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2 Cork (City) 

1 Yoaghall (Boroug^h) 

1 fiandoo Bridge 

1 Kin3ale 

1 Mallow 



1 Newiy (Boroogh) 

1 Downpatrick 

2 Dublin (City) 

1 Dvblin (Unitemicy) 
1 EBDiakilleD (Borougb) 
1 Galway (Boiougfa) 
1 TfBlee (Boroogh) 



Total. 



914 



1 Kilkenny (Borough) 



1 limerick (City) 
1 Londonderry (City) 
1 Ciolenune (Borough) 

1 Dragbeda (Borougb) 
1 Dundidk 



8 



s 



s 



8 
8 
3 
3 
3 
2 

a 

8 



} 



} 



1 PMar&ngton (Borougb) 

1 SUgo (Borough) 
1 Clonmell (Borougb) 
1 Casbcll (City) 
1 Dnnganuon (Borough) 
1 Waterford (City) 
1 Donganron (Borough) 
1 Athlone (Borougb) 
1 Wexford (Borougb) 
1 NewRoct 



2 
2 
2 
S 
2 
8 



} 

} 
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ANTRIM. 

The qualification of freeholder is the same in 
Ireland as in England, a clear forty shillings in- 
terest for a life ; but as it is customary in Ireland 
to insert lives in all leases, freeholders are cre- 
ated without the actual possession of property 
being considered as necessary, and their votes are 
considered as a right of the landlord. This system 
of creating votes in Ireland, is carried to an extent 
of which people in England can have no idea. 
The passion for acquiring political influence, pre- 
vails throughout the whole country; and \t has an 
overwhelming influence upon the people; to divide 
and subdivide, for th<s purpose of making freehold- 
ers, is the great object ofevery owner of land ; and 
Mr. Wakefield considers it as one of the most per- 
nicious practices that has ever been introduced into 
the operations of political machinery. It reduces 
the elective franchise nearly to universal sufirage ; 
to a population who, by the very instrument by 
which they are made free, are reduced to the most 
abject state of personal bondage. Mr. Wakefield has 
known freeholders registered among mountain te- 
nantry, whose yearly head-rent did not exceed 
Ss. 6rf.; but living upon this half-crown tenure, were 
enabled to swear to a derivation interest of forty 
shillings per cninum. This right, instead of being 
an advantage to the freeholder, is an excessive bur- 
den, as he is obliged to attend elections at the 
command of the agent, otteij with great inconve- 
nience ; and is ordered to vote tor the object of 
his landlord's choice, with as little ceremonr as 
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the Jamaica planter would direct his slave to the 
performance of the meanest offices. Of this we 
have a striking and recent instance, in the case of 
Mr. Alcock, member for the county of Wexford, 
who challenged Mr. Colcough. The cause of 
this unfortunate quarrel was, that the latter re- 
fused to relinquish the votes of the tenantry of a 
Mrs. Cholmondely, who had written to her agent, 
to desire her tenants to vote for the former ; but; 
notwithstanding this mandate, these poor people 
for once insisted on giving their suffrages to She- 
ridan and Colcough. Could Addison rise frdik 
his grave, what would be his opinion of such free- 
holders?* Mr. Wakefield has alluded to the above 
lamentable transaction, to shew what are the com- 
mon feelings in Ireland on' isuch occasions, aiid 
these ideas are not confined to the county where 
the fatal event took place to which he has al- 
luded, they are universally throughout every part 
of the island. \ • 

After this information, the reader will not be 
surprised to learn that tnany counties are over- 
ruled in their choice by the will of some great ter- 
ritorial possessor; and there afe few in ivhi^fi a 
coalition of two or three of the principiafl 'land- 
holders will not settle the election -according to 
their own vie^s: 



• \ 



Antrim. — This county, which is in the prdT- 
vince of Ulster, is aboilit 46 miles long, 27 broad, 
and contains about 38,000 acres 6f ladd, !56 pa- 
rishes, and about 30,514 houses, and l70,XX)0iiibW- 
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* See Addison's Fmholdlri Mo. i; tbikdoD^edit. 1758. 
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bitants. Most of the inbabitaDts are of Scotch 
eztractioo, and attached to the Presbyterian form 
of worship. 

POLITICAL CUARACTEE. 

The Marquis of Hertford, and Marquis of Do* 
n^al, Earl O'Neil, and the Antrim family, whoee 
property is now divided between two heiress^ : 
the Countess of Antrim and Lady Mark Kerr, en- 
grossed nearly the whole land of the county ; and 
on their estates all the freeholds originate. The 
Marquis of Hertford, therefore, returns a member, 
with as much ease as the owner of .-Old Sarum 
•ends one to the House of Commoas ; and nor 
thing but an opposition on the part of the other 
three families, Qsm create a contest. At present, 
IfOrd 0*Neirs interest prepondeiatet ; and his 
brother represents the county. 

PATRONS-^Marquis of Hertford, and Earl 
O'Neil. 

BELFAST. 

Ik 179S, this town coiitained 3,107 housea, %pd 
about 18,390 inhabitants. Here are considerable 
manufactures of cotton, cambric, sail cloth, and 
linen, and others of glass, sugar, earthenware, &c. 
It has a large exportation of butter and salt pro- 
TJaioQS. 

lePLITICAL CJKARAqTKfl. 

The right Qf electipn is in twelve self-elected 
hurfie^ses^lipder the patronage of the Marquis qf 
Donegal, who returns a member of his own family. 

P4'7fiQll^M»iqyis of DoB^al. 
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CARRICKFEBGUS, 

The assize town of the couDty of Antrim. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

It is a corporate town, but the nuinberof bur^- 
gesses is unlimited ; and, besides these, the free* 
holders possess the fight of suffrage. It may be 
considered an open place, ahhough the Marquis of 
Do^c^Ij and Marquis of Doiynshire hate great 
influence, which, if united, would probably TCr 
turn the member. 

LISBURN, 

A TOWN in the county of Antrim, has a very 
considerable manufacture of tinen clolh, and a 

good market. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This place belongs to the Mapqy^ii of Hertford. 
The right of election is vested in such of the iqha- 
bitants as occupy a tenement of fivepoundl^p^ 
annum, and ip freeholders of focty shillings, all of 
whom derive from the Marquis, at whose recom-* 
mendation the member is returned. 

Patron — Marquis of Hertford. 

ARMAGH. 

This county is 39 miles in lengtb» 170 in 
breadth, and is divided into 73 baronies, contain- 
ingnthout 17O96SO aciw of laod^ about 99,900 
haufM» md iaD>QQO ifthabttaiits. 
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POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The Earl of Gosford, and Mr. Brownlow, have 
immense estates in this county ; and although 
they do not possess a commanding interest, will 
probably continue to exercise so much influence, 
that the members returned will be gentlemen of 
their choice. Earl Charlemont, and Mr. Cope, 
are the owners of large estates here ; but they do 
not possess power equal to the proprietors above- 
mentioned. 

Patrons — Earl of Gosford, and Wmf. Brown- 
low, esq. 

Armagh, the qity which. gives name to the 
county, was once a^very considerable place, but 
now is only a village. In 1149, it was constituted 
an::archbisbopric byi Cardinal Papyreo, with the 
consent of the king's nobility, and states of Ire- 
land. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The election here is in twelve bui^esses elected 
by themselves. 

Patron — Archbishop of Armagh. 

CARLOW. 

This county contains 220,098 English acres of 
land, 60 parishes, and 8,763 houses, and 44,000 in- 
habitants. 

POLITICAL character. 

NV* ^ ^^^vannah of Borris, has votes sufficient to 
reiL in'>er; the election of the other will 
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be contested between the Latouebe, Brewen, and 
Burton families. 

Patkon — Mr. Cavannah of Borris, one member. 

Carlo w, the county town, stands on the east 
side of the river Barrow, by which it communi- 
cates with Waterford river and the grand canal. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The right of election is in twelve burgesses, 
who elect each other. 

Patron — Earl of CharJeville. 



CAVAN 



Is about 47 miles long, and 94 broad, contain- 
ing 30 parishes, about 16,134 houses, and SI, 570 
inhabitants. The linen manufacture is carried on 
here to a great extent. 

POLITICAL character. 

Were the freeholders of this county registered, 
they would amount at least to 6,000, but one half 
neglect to enrol their names. Here there is but 
one Roman catholic proprietor, Mr. Dease ; yet, 
in the population, the catholics bear to the pro- 
testants the proportion of five to one. The pro- 
testant land-owner directs the Roman catholic 
freeholders at every election. Of the 3,000 regis- 
tered freeholders, 700 are. under the Earl of Earn- 
ham, and 300 under Colonel. Bacry|.his,QOUsin ; it 
may therefore be remarkedt- UHi^,I;^itd.;£arQham 
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commaiicls the retunt of the member. The other 
18 independent ; but the protestant idterest pre- 
▼•ils in the election of one who is to vote against 
the catholic claims. 

Patrov — £tf 1 of Farnbam, one member. 



CLARE 

Contains two market town«» 79 jparisbea, and 
about 96,000 inbabitanCs. 

POLITICAL CHARACTSR. 

The Earl of Conyagham, and the family of Sir 
Edward O'Brien, have freeholders suflScient to re- 
torn the membcirB for this cotMy. A contest 
may arise, from the latter endedvouriDg to return 
both the members ; but the elective iafkneace 
must always remain between the two families. 

Patrons — Earl of Conyngham, and Sir Ed- 
ward 0*Bried. 

ENNIS. 

fiiTNis, in Clare, w it is sometimes called, the 
c«yunfy tcf^n of Ctare« w Thomond, is very lai^ 
^nd populous. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This^ borottgfh has twefre self-elected burgesses, 
irho choose the membier. 

PAtRON-^ir Edward O^firien, and James FiU- 
gerald, A<}., ritektiately. 
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CORK. 

This county contaids 339 villagMi 76^739 
houses, and 416,000 inhabitants. It i^ reilmrltfttbly 
fertile, and produces corn, vegetables, cattle, tu. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The popularity of the Earl of Shannon, and the 
property he possesses, give him influence su€l« 
cient to return one member. This County is so 
large, that it is not possible for the freeholders of 
any individual to command the election of a re- 
presentative. It contains one million of acres, andf 
90,000 persons entitled to vote. In so extensive 
a district, there are many owners of very conside- 
rable estates, besides Lord Shannon, Lady Kingd- 
ton, Mr. Hyde, Mr. Aldworth, Mr. Freeman, Mr. 
Newenham, Mr. Anderson, and several others^, all 
of whom have a great number of tenardts, so that 
the independence of one memtjer, at least, is Frkely 
to be secured. 

Fai^rok— £fflrl of ShAanon, 6ne Member. 



CORK. 

Cork, the capita*! of the county of the same 
name, is a sea-port, and supposiied to contain about 
8,600 houses, and near 100,000 iflhabitaiitsr. In 
trade and cotnmerce it exceeds any other town iq 

Ireland. 
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POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The Enrl of DonoughiDore, Mountiford Long- 
field, esq., and Mr. Newenham, have the prevail- 
ing interest in the election tor this city ; that of 
Lord Donoughmore and Mr. Longfield are co- 
existent with religious parties; and as these par-, 
ties, whether in or out, have exercised the im- 
mense patronage annexed to this great emporium 
of Ireland, it may readily be conceived that the 
state of politics here is subject to considerable va- 
riation. The members of the corporation are nu- 
merous, and among them are six or seven hundred 
who are unyielding protestants. The freeholders 
within the precincts of the city have the right of 
voting, but the majority are catholics. Mr. 
Newenham's interest arises from his being owner 
of a great part of the city ; and whenever he exerts 
his influence, if united with that of the Earl of 
Cork, who has a large estate under similar cir- 
cumstances, it is sufficient to return a member. 
In the strong contests between the two other in- 
terests, he has hitherto taken no part ; and when 
the leases on his estate are expired, which will 
soon be the case, it is probable that his intimacy 
with the noble families will induce him to remain 
neuter. 

Of the last general election in 1812, there was 
a contest for this city, when the numbers at the 
final close of the poll were, for Mountiford Long- 
field, esq. 918 — Sir Nicholas Conway Colthurst, 
bart. 699 — Hon.T;. H. Hutchinson 639. 

Patrons — Earl of Donoughmore and Mounti- 
ford Longfield, esq. 



'^ 
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YOUGHALL 

Is a considerable town in the county of Cork. 
The hmrhour is very commodious, and has a con- 
venient quay. The town has a considerable ex« 
port trade, and a good market. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This is a close corporation, under the influence 
of the Earl of Shannon* An attempt has lately 
been made to procure the right of voting for free- 
holders, in which case the Duke o^ Devonshire 
would return the member. 

Patron — ^Earl of Shannon. 

BANDON BRIDGE. 

Am ARKST-TOWN in the county of Cork, on the 
river Bandon, over which it has a bridge. This 
town was erected in 1610, in the midst of an im- 
passable bog, by Richard Boyle, first Earl of Cork. 
It was at first inhabited by protestants. Here are 
a considerable. number of manufacturers of cotton, 
camblets, ticking, &c. It contains about 12,000 
inhabitants. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

It has twelve burgesses, who elect each other. 
Patron — Earl of Bandon. 

PART II. VOL. IV. Q 
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KlNSALE 

Is a towD in the county of Cork, seated od the 
river Bandon. It is a populous and commercial 
place, and has a deep and secure harbour. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This borough has also twelve burgesses who 
elect each other. 

Patron — Lord de Clifford. 

MALLOW 

Is a considerable town in the county of Cork, 
seated on the river Blackwater. It has a good 
market. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The electors are the tenants of the manori be- 
longing to Mr« Jephson. 
Patron-— Mr. Jephson. 



DONEGAL 



Is a county of the province of Ulster, about 68 
miles in length, and 36* in breadth, and containing 
42 parishes, 23,^31 houses, and 140,000 inhabit- 
ants. It has many excellent harbours, and several 
extensive linen manufactories have been estab- 
lished. 
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POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The Earl of Conyngham and the Marquis of 
Abercorn have freeholders sufficient to return the 
members for this county : but the Marquis of Do- 
n^al possesses an estate, which, if managed, would 
give him an influence sufficiently powerful to en- 
able him to succeed against either of them. There 
are 9000 freeholders in the county, and Lord 
Southwell is the only Roman Catholic proprietor 
in it. The chief land-owners are absentees ; but 
under this head are comprehended persons who, al- 
though absentees from the county, live in Ireland. 

Patroks — The Marquis of Abercorn and Earl 
of Conyngham. 



DOWN. 

A COUNTY in the province of Ulster. It is about 
49 miles in length, and 34 in breadth. It contains 
79 parishes, and is computed to have about 36,656 
houses and 904,500 inhabitants. In this county 
are numerous bleach-greens, and an abundance of 
neat habitations, with an orchard to almost every 
cottage. Its trade in the linen manufactory is 
averaged annually at 159,000/. 

POLITICAL character. 

It contains 30,000 freeholders, who elect the 
friends of the Marquis of Downshire without a 
contest. To ensure this object, the Marquis's 
estate has been divided, sub-divided, and again 
divided, until it hat become a warren of free- 

Q 9 
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holders, and the scheme has completely succeeded. 
The landed property of this nobleman exhibits, 
perhaps, the best specimen of political agronomy^ 
to be found in Ireland, and is a proof of the inge- 
nuity of those by whom it was planned.']' 
Patron — Marquis of Downshire. 

NEWRY, 

A CONSIDERABLE town and sea-port in the 
county of Down, situated on the side of a steep 
hill, at the foot of which is the Newry Water, 49 
miles north of Dublin. 



* As this word may oot be anderstood, perfaaps, by every 
reader, I most remark, that it is derived from the Greek, ia 
which iy^mfAta Signifies a distribation or divisioa of land. 

t A similar system of division was pursued, abont thirty years 
Ago, by some of the Scotch peers, particularly in the north, for 
the purpose of acquiring parliamentary influence: they assigned 
over certain portions of their land, at its valued rent, to their 
factors, to clergymen, and other dependents, sufficient to qualify 
them as freeholders, receiving security that the land should 
revert to its real owner on their death, or at a specified period. 
This iniquitous practice, in which grave ministers of the kirk 
condescended te become the instruments of corruption, was car- 
ried to a most extraordinary height: but, if I am rightly in- 
formed, the votes of such freeholders were questioned as being 
illeg^al, and in some cases brought before the Court of Session at 
Edinburgh, and the whole system overturned. Johnson, in 
answer to a letter of Boswell, who, alluding to this practice, had 
consulted him, ** Whether the unconstitutional influence exer- 
cised by the peers of Scotland, in the election of the represen- 
tatives of the Commons, by means of fictitious qualifications, 
ought not to be resisted?*' says, ** the usurpation of the nobi- 
lity, for they apparently usurp all the influence they gain by 
fraud and misrepresentation, I think it certainly lawful, perhaps 
your duty, to resist. What is not their own, they have only by 
robbery." BosweWs Life of Johnson, vol. iv., p. 265, 266. 



".>'■*?.■•:-■«•-■ 



OF IRELAND. 29^ 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

General Needham derives considerable interest 
from his being owner of the turbary adjoining to 
the town ; but it is not sufficient to command the 
return, though he is the present member. At the 
last general election there was a contest, when 
the numbers were, for the Hon. Francis Need- 
ham 346 — Henry Curran 144. 

Patron — the Hon. Francis Needham. 



DOWNPATRICK, 

The county town of Down, is seated on the river 
Newry. It is a borough and market-town. Near 
it are the ruins of an ancient cathedral, remarkable 
for containing the tomb of St^ Patrick, its founder. 

political character. 

Inhabitants who occupy tenements of five 
pounds per annumj and freeholders of forty sbilr 
lings, all have votes. Lord de Clitford is owner 
of the principal part of the town, and is also the 
patron ; his lordship, however, has been unfortu- 
nate in the choice of his agents, whose families 
have now acquired property and influence suffi- 
cient to enable them to form a commanding oppo- 
sition to his interest at every election. 

In 1819, there was a contest for this borough, 
when, at the final close of the poll, the numbers 
were, for Charles Stewart Hawthorne, esq. 149 — 
John Wilson Croker, esq. 134. 

Pathon — Lord de Clifford. 
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DUBLIN. 

A COUNTY in the province of Leinster, being 
about 25 miles ioiiR and i6 broad ; containing 107 
parishes, four market-towns, 36,000 houses, and 
908,000 inhabitants. 

POLITICAL CUARACTEB. 

The freeholders of this metropolitan county 
are too numerous, and too opulent, to be subject 
to the influence of any individual. 

DUBLIN, 

The metropolis of Ireland, is situated at the 
bottom of a large bay, and divided by the river 
Liffey into two nearly equal parts. Its form is 
nearly that of a square of two miles and e half in ex- 
tent each way, containing two cnthedrals, 18 parish 
churches, two chapels of ease, \6 Roman Catholic 
chapels, a church for French Calvinists, a Danish 
and Dutch church, a Jewish synagogue, and no- 
merous meeting-houses, besides about 17,000 
house?, inhabited by 190,000 persons, including 
the garrison. The streets bear a near resemblance 
to those of London. The city is in like manner 
supplied witli water by means of pipes. Dublin 
is an archit^piscopal see, and returns, with the nni- 
versity and county, five members to Parliament. 
The civil government is vested in a lord-mayor, 
recorder, two sheriffs, 24 aldermen, and a com- 
mon-council. Besides the silk, woollen, and wors- 
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ted manufiictures, carried on chiefly in the sub- 
urb, called the Earl of Meath's Liberty^ many 
other useful branches of manufacture have been 
established of late, and the trade is altogether daily 
jBcneasing. The circular road which surrounds 
the city commences at the east end of the town, 
on one side of the river, terminates on the opposite 
shore, and is about 13 miles in length. This road 
forms a very agreeable ride, and is much fre- 
quented. It is the boundary of the jurisdiction 
of the new police guard, consisting of 40 horse- 
men and 400 foot, r^ularly armed, who patrole 
the streets in small parties, and have sentinels at 
proper stations. The different markets are well 
supplied with flesh, fowl, and fish ; the latter in 
greater perfection than in any other capital in 
Europe. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The corporation, forming a large body of wealthy 
citieens, and the freeholders being numerous and 
respectable, they are in the same situation as the 
Sectors of the county, and cannot be controlled. 

DUBLIN UNIVERSITY. 

Trinity Collie, the university of Dublin, 
consists of a provost, vice-provost, seven senior, 
and 15 junior fellows, 17 scholars of the house, 
and about 400 students. 

POLITICAL CHARACTBR. 

The member for the university is not required, 
to exhibit any landed qyalification, «id is chosen 
by the fellows and students : the latter form by 
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far the majoiity. Being young men of liberal edu- 
catioD, inspired with that honest boldness, and 
warmed with that patriotic zeal which are pecu* 
liar to youth, they are independent in their choice, 
and return the man whom they consider most 
worthy of their confidence. 

FERMANAGH, 

A COUNTY in the province of Ulster, is about 
S5 miles long, and 95 in breadth, containing 19 
parishes, and about 19,000 houses, inhabited by 
79,000 persons. The county is navigable through- 
out, by means of the lake of Lough Erne ; but the 
hilly, rugged, and uneven face of the country, and 
the numerous bogs, render it difficult for travel- 
ling. The linen manufacture, and raising of cattle, 
is the chief occupation of the inhabitants. The 
water of Lough Erne, is said to have the property 
of accelerating the bleaching of linen cloth. This 
county abounds with flax, and has one good linen 
market. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

There are in this county three immense terri- 
torial possessions, which belong to the Earl of 
Enniskillen, Mr. Brooke, and Mr. Archdall. These 
families may contest the representation among 
themselves; but no other influence can interfere 
with their views; if unanimous, they may return 
whom they choose. The freeholders amount to 
5,000. The Earl of Enniskillen, and Mr. Arch- 
dall, at present return the members. 

Patron s~-The Earl of Enniskillen, and Mr. 
Archdall. 
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ENNISKILLEN, 



A MARKET town in the county of Fermanagh, is 
pleasantly situated on an island, in a narrow strait 
between the two parts of Lough Erne. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This is the county town, and has twelve self- 
elected burgesses. 

Patron — The Earl of Enniskillen. 

GALWAY, 

A COUNTY in the province of Connaught, is 
about 89 miles long, and 49 broad ; and contain- 
ing ll6v parishes, 98 churches, about 98,913 
houses, and 149,000 inhabitants. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

Here there is no commanding territorial interest. 
The Roman catholic landed property is very ex- 
tensive, and will always return members disposed 
to support that interest. The freeholders amount 
to about 4,000. 

GALWAY, 

The county town, is pleasantly and advantage- 
ously situated for foreign trade, on the bay of 
Galway, in the Atlantic ocean. The northern 
side is foul and dangerous for vessels, but on the 
south it is very safe; yet none but vessels of 
small burthen can come up to the town. This 
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harbour is defended by a strong fort. The town 
18 surrouniled with stroog walls, and is governed 
by a iMayor. sheriffs, and recorder. The salmon 
and herring fishery is carried on io Galway with 
great spirit, and employs several hundred boats ; 
it has also a considerable trade in mdking and ex- 
porting kelp, and of late years the linen manufac- 
tures have been considerably improved. 

POLITICAL CHARACTEB. 

The freeholdiTS within this borough, and the 
members of the corporation, elect its representa- 
tive. The corporators are chosen »t will, and are 
at present under the patronage of the Right Hon. 
Denis B. Daly, and James Daly, esq,, of Dunsan- 
dale; consequently, these gentlemen return tbe 
member alternately. Respecting this boroi^h, 
the following anecdote has been related to us ; 
we do not however vouch for its autheottcitj. 
The pDtro)), on the approach of an election, find- 
ing that an opposition was to he made to hit in- 
terest, nmrched a regiment of soldiers into the 
town, from Louglirea, where they were quarfered, 
and where he caused them -to be elected f 
These inilitary freemen voted for his friend, who 
was of- oursr returned. 

Patrons — The Right Hon. Denis B. 
and James Daly, esq., alternately. , , 
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KERRY, 



A COUNTY in the province of Munster, is about 
54 miles long, and from IS to 40 broad ; contain- 
ing 84 parishes, and about i9«400 houses, and 
107)000 inhabitants. The county town is Tralee. 
It possesses many excellent harbours, and the 
southern district is plain and fertile; but a large 
part of it is full of mountains, almost inaccessible, 
so that little corn is produced, and grazing is the 
chief management of the farmer. Considerable 
quantities of beef, butter, hides, and tallow, are 
exported from hence. Most of the southern parts 
produce iron ore, and it contains several medicinal 
springs. 

POLITICAL CHARACTEB. 

The influence of Lord Kenmare, returns both 
the members for this county. I do not mean to 
insinuate, that any two gentlemen nominated by 
him will, of necessity, be elected ; but his lord- 
ship being nearly related to Mr. Herbert, and in 
intimate habits of friendship with Earl Glandore, 
DO individual would consider it prudent to oppose 
a candidate supported by so formidable an interest, 
which could influence the numerous freeholders 
on the estates of these three great proprietors. 

Patron — Lord Kenmare. 

TRALEE, 

Tflx shire towD of the county of Keny^ pnv- 
▼ioce of Muncrter, tolerably w^ll built, but has no 
oiaqufactoriea of any coosequenoe. The hay is 
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very shallow* and will not admit of vessels of 40 
or 50 tons to come nearer than within one mile of 
the town. A considerable trade is carried on her^ 
in the herring fishery. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This borough has twelve self-elected burgesses. 
Patron — Sir Edward Denny. 



KILDARE, 

A COUNTY in the province of Leinster, about 
33 miles long, and from 13 to 91 broad, con- 
tains 11,300 houses, about 60,000 inhabitants, 
and about 100 parishes. It is a very fine, fertile, 
and arable country. The assizes are held alter- 
nately at Athy and Naas. Here are several cotton 
manufactories. 

political character. 

The Duke of Leinster is proprietor of 70,000 
acres in this county, being one third of the whole 
superficies. A number of freeholders, therefore, 
sufficient to return one member, is created, and 
also to give the proprietor a considerable influence 
in the election of the other. 

Patron — Duke of Leinster, one member. 

KILKENNY, 

A PROVINCE in thecountyof Leinster, is about 

35 miles long, and IS broad, contains 137 parishes, 

about 17,750 houses, and 100,000 inhabtants. 

The surface is in general level, and the soil fertile, 



OF IRELAND. SS? 

producing good corn. Wool is a considerable 
branch of trade here. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The Earl of Ormonde, and the Earl of Bessbo- 
rough, through their influence, each return a 
member for this county. 

Partons — The Earl of Ormonde, and Earl of 
Bessborough, one each. 

KILKENNY, 

This city, seated on the river Nore, is one of 
the neatest and most pleasant towns in the 
kingdom, and consists of two parts, called the 
Irish and the English town, both joined together; 
and containing about 17)000 inhabitants. The 
manufactures carried on here, are chiefly those of 
coarse woollens, blankets of extraordinary flne 
quality, and starch. 

political character. 

The Earl of Ormonde, and the Earl of Desart, 
have the commanding influence over the corpora- 
tion, who can create an unlimited number of free- - 
men. The freeholders in the borough also, have 
the right of sufirage, but their titles are derived 
from the tenures under Lord Ormonde. 

In 1819, there was an opposition to this joint 
interest, when the number of voters appeared to 
be 18 : there being 

For OveringtOQ Blunden, esq. — 14 
Coles, esq.—— 4 

Patrons — Earl of Ormonde and Earl of Desart, 
alternately. 
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KING'S COUNTY, 

A COUNTY in the province of Leinster, so 
called after Philip of Spain, the husband of Queen 
Mary, being about 30 miles long and 90 broad. 
It contains 59 parishes, 13,^36 houses, and 74,d00 
inhabitants. The capital of the county is Philips* 
town. The principal manufacture carried on here 
is that of linen, consistingof dowlas, sheeting, &c. 
which is in an increasing state. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The brothers-in-law of the Earl of Charleville 
and Earl of Ross are the present members for this 
county. With Lord Ashtown, the cousin of the 
former, they have large territorial possessions here, 
on which a majority of the freeholders derive their 
titles. 

Patrons — the Earl of Charleville and the Earl 
of Ross. 



LEITRIM, 



A COUNTY in the province of Connaught, being 
about 43 miles long and from 6 to 16 broad, con- 
tains 91 parishes. The northern parts are moun- 
tainous, but furnish food for a great number of 
young cattle ; the northern parts are level, and 
the soil fertile. The linen manufacture serves to 
increase population, and the lands in general are 
well cultivated. Some considerable iron-works 
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have lately been established at Arigna. The 
county town is Carrick. 

POLITICAL CHARACTKR. 

There are no gentlemen of large fortune resident 
in this county ; the members are returned by the 
successful influence of extensive territorial pro* 
perty in the fiimilies of Clements and Latouche. 

In 1819 there was a contest for this county, 
when the numbers at the close of the poll were as^ 
follow :— For John Latonche, esq. 9,168 — Henry 
John Clements, esq. 1,998 — Luke White, esq. 
1,913. 

Patrons— Henry John Clements and John 
Latouche, esqrs. 
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LIMERICK, 

A COUNTY in the province of Monster, is about 
40 miles long, and from 17 to 95 broad, containing 
195 parishes, and about 170,000 inhabitants. It 
is watered by several rivers, bot principally by the 
Shannon and the Maig. The south-east and 
south-west parts of the county are very moun- 
tainous, and not productive, but the remainder is 
fertile and particularly rich in pasture, most of the 
fine cattle slaughtered at Cork being its produce. 

POLITICAL CHARACTXR. 

The Earl of Clare can recommend one member; 
the other may be considered as independent, ex- 
cept as fer as relates to the influence of the Roman 
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catholic party; which, in questions where their 
interest is concerned, must command the return 
of the members. Without detracting from the 
merit of the present representatives, with one of 
whom, Mr. Quin, I have the honour of being ac- 
quainted, and for whom, from my knowledge of 
his excellent character, I entertain as favourable 
an opinion as his constituents ; I cannot h^lp re* 
gretting the loss which the county has sustained^ 
by the secession of Mr. Oliver, who has found it 
inconvenient to attend to his parliamentary duties 
in England. This gentleman was returned by the 
voice of independence; he served his constituents 
with fidelity ; and, with an integrity rarely to be 
found in the present venal age ; he consequently 
resigned his seat rather than neglect his duties. 
He is now enjoying, in the bosom of his family, 
the tranquil joys of domestic life ; possessed of 
that happiness which arises from conscious recti- 
tude, and followed in his retreat by the good 
wishes of all who ,know how to appreciate his 
worth. His inccorruptible patriotism, and desire 
to promote every useful undertaking, will be long 
remembered by those who looked up to him as 
their best benefactor. In him the county of Li- 
merick could boast of a representative whose cha- 
racter might be ranked with those of a Martin, a 
Saville, a Hussey, or a Beckford. In this county 
there are 3,000 freeholders. 

Patron— -Earl of Clare, one member. 
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LIMERICK. 

A CITY in the county of Limerick and province 
ofMunster. It is about three miles in circum- 
ference, and contains about 5,000 houses, and 
40,000 inhabitants. It is a county of itself, and 
18 divided into the Irish and the English town. Its 
commerce has kept pace with its size. The linen, 
woollen, and paper manufactures, are carried on 
here to a considerable extent, and it has also a 
considerable share in the exportation of provisions. 
The country round it is fertile and pleasant, but 
the air is generally moist. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The corporation of the city possess the power 
of making an indefinite number of freemen, which 
throws it under the influence of Mr. Pendergrast 
Smyth, whose tenants at Gore, in the county of 
Gal way, are freemen of Limerick. 

Patron — Pendei^rast Smyth, esq. 



LONDONDERRY, 

A COUNTY in the province of Ulster, is 32 miles 
in length, and about SO in breadth, comprises SI 
parishes, and contains about 35,000 houses and 
125,000 inhabitants. In various parts there are 
very extensive linen manufactories. 

part II. VOL. IV. R 
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POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The greater part of this county has been granted to 
the twelve companies of the corporation of London, 
who have again let tlicir estates on freehold leases. 
At present, tlie lleresford family have on lease 
three of these proportions, which enables them to 
return one member. The Karl of Londondeny 
and his brother, Mr. A. Stewart, possess two 
more, and have hitherto succeeded in returning 
the other; but a Mr, Ogilby has created bo 
great a number of freeholders, on a lease granted 
to him by the Skinners* Company, that, combined 
with the interest he can procure from the Pon- 
sonby family, who hold another of these propor- 
tions, and from Sir William Rowley, he will suc- 
ceed most probably in the representation of the 
county. 

Patboks — Marquis of Waterford, Earl of Lon-r 
donderry, and Mr. Ogilby. 



LONDONDERRY, 

The capital and county town of the couatyl 
Derry, was built by a company of London adveD^ 
Hirers, in the reign of James I., and consists oq 
two principal streets, which intersect each Other J 
In the ceulre of tlic town is ;ii) exchange ; 
has al&o a coinmodiuus market. 



This city t 
.). C. UerusfoRl i 
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flat, but towards the north rather moaotaioous. 
The river Shannon passes through the more level 
part of it, which is sometimes liable to be over- 
flowed. It has a very extensive share in the linen 
trade. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The Oxma^itown estate returns one member; 
the election of the other is liable to be contested 
between Sir Thomas Newcomen and the Earl of 
Granard. Lord Longford has large property in 
tkts county, but does not attempt to exercise any 
political influence. 

Patrons — Earl of Ross and Earl of Granard. 



LOUTH, 



A COUNTY in the province of Leinster, about 
S3 miles long, and from 9 to 14 broad; containing 
61 parishes, 11,500 houses, and about 57,750 
inhabitants. The chief towns are Dundalk, Car- 
lingford, Drogheda, Ardee, and Dunleer. It is 
the smallest county in tlie kingdom, but is very 
fertile, pleasant, and healthy. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The influence of the Earl of Roden and the Right 
Hon. John Foster certainly commands the return 
in the county. 

Patrons— Earl of Roden and the Right Hon. 
John Foster. 
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DROGHEDA, 

A SEA-PORT and county of itself, containing a 
population of 30,000 persons, in the county of 
Louth and province of Leinster. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This borough contains a large corporation, and 
a numerous body of freeholders, subject to no 
other control than that which must always arise 
from gentlemen spending their incomes in a liberal 
manner among the people. 



DUNDALK 

Is a sea-port, and the assize town of the county 
of Louth, in the province of Leinster. It is most 
advantageously situated for an extensive inland 
trade, and has a very commodious and safe port, 
through which it carries on an extensive trade. 
The bay also has good mooring, and abounds with 
flbh. Dundalk has a market-house, and maintains 
a considerable manufacture of muslins, linens, and 
cambrics. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This borough is a close corporation. 
Patron — Earl of Rodeo. 
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MAYO, 

A coyMY iu the prQvioce of Connaught» ia 
about 50 miles long and 44 broad ; containing 68 
parishes, about 27,970 houses and 1^0,000 inhar 
bitants. The western coast is mountainous, and 
scarcely inhabited, but the interior produces ex- 
cellent pastur^e, and is >yaterec| \\y, i^eveipal lakes 
^d rjvers. On the coast there are spna^good har- 
bours. Mayo, which was th^ cour^ty to\^n, 19 
g9^e to decay. Its c^ief towQ now U B^llinroihei 
but the assizes are held at Cs\stl^-|p^r. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The Marquis of Sligo, and Lord Viscount Dil- 
lon, have each estates large enough to create free- 
bpJLder^ su^cien^ly numerous to elect one mem- 
\m^X. liOrd Ty raw ley had a powerful interest ia 
ibis county, but it appears to have gradually de- 
clined : bi^ ^on^ Mif. CufFe, bears a most honour- 
aW? character ; aad vye believe there are many ia 
\h^ county who would be happy to se^ him fillipg 
Uwit pM.blic situation, tp whicb it w**^ ex-pect^ 
k^ would be raised by tbe suflfcages of the electoj^. 

Patrons — Marquis of Sligo and Lord Viscount 
Dillon. 



MEATH, 



A COUNTY in the province of Leinster, is about 
SO miles long from north to south, and from 26 to 
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35 broad from east to west; containing 14-7 pa- 
rishes, about 22,468 houses and 112,400 inhabit- 
ants. The country is extremely fertile and plea- 
sant, abounding with crops, and gives pasturage to 
innumerable flocks and herds of cattle. There is 
a considerable manufacture of coarse linens estab- 
lished in different parts of the county. Trim is 
the county town. 

POLITICAL CUARACTER. 

This county contains 4,000 freeholders. The 
Marquis of Headfort and the Earl of Damley, 
when their influence is united, can return one 
member : the election of the other will depend on 
the Roman catholic interest, which is powerful, 
as many gentlemen of that persuasion reside here, 
at the head of whom is that justly respected noble- 
man the EarLof Fingal. According to present cir- 
cumstances, it is most probable that the catholics 
will support the friend of the Earl of Darnley in 
preference to the son of the Marquis of Headfort, 
the Earl of Darnley having refused an appointment 
under an administration which is inimical to ca- 
tholic emancipation, whilst the Marquis of Head- 
fort has accepted one. Should the catholics be 
divided in their support of one candidate, it will, 
perhaps, enable the protestant interest to start a 
new one, who maybe successful, whilst the other 
interest is divided. 

Patron — Marquis of Headfort, one member. 
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MONAGHAN, 

A COUNTY in theprovinceof Ulster, nearly the 
same as Cavan in length and breadth. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

Though the majority of the population is Ro- 
man catholic^ this county, as is the case in Cavan, 
is controlled in the choice of representatives by 
protestant land-owners, who return gentlemen 
whose political opinions are known to be unfa- 
vourable to the catholic cause. There is no in- 
dividual prevailing interest in the county. 



QUEEN'S COUNTY, 

A COUNTY in the province of Leinster, being 
about S5 miles square, containing 60 parishes, and 
about 15,048 houses, and 83,000 inhabitants. The 
capital of the county is Maryborough. 

POLITICAL CHARACTEB. 

The Earl of Portarlington, Lord Viscount de 
Vesci, and Sir Henry Parnell, are all related, and 
have upon their estates a band of freeholders suf- 
ficient to return one member. The other is in- 
dependent. The freeholders amount to 2,600, of 
these 250 belong to Lord de Vesci, and 400 to the 
Earl of ^Portarlington ; so that, with the number 



OF IRELAND. 949 

under the Parnell influence, they can count alto- 
gether 1,000. 

Patrons — Earl of Portarlington,Lord de Vesci, 
and Sir Henry Parnell.. 

PORTARLINGTON, 

A TOWN partly situated in King's, and partly 
in Queen's county, province of Leinster, and plea- 
santly seated on the river Barrow. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This borough has twelve self-elected burgesses. 
At the time of the Union, Mr. French, now Lctrd 
Ashtown, was the member. On his b^ing created 
a peer, the Right Hon. Isaac Corry, the then 
chancellor of the exchequer, was returned. This 
gentleman should have been elected for Armagh, 
in the room of Dr. Duigenan, who was disposed, 
and perfectly ready to resign his seat. This was 
one of those political manoeuvres which are so 
frequently practised to answer certain purposes; 
and we could unveil the whole mystery, did not 
motives of delicacy restrain us from wounding the 
feelings of some, whose grey hairs shall be suf- 
fered to sink into the grave undisturbed by any 
animadversion from our pens. 
Patron — Earl of Portarlington. 
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ROSCOMMON, 

Is a county in the province of Connaught, 
being about 47 miles in length, and from 9 to 29 
in breadth, containing 17»140 houses and 86,000 
inhabitants. It is a fruitful county, and yields 
excellent corn, as well as pasturage, yet there are 
•ome extensive bogs ; the face of the country is 
tolerably level, having but few hills. J'he chief 
town is Athlone, but the assizes are held at Ros- 
common, the shire town. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

Here the Roman catholic interest again pre- 
vails, and is increasing. Mr. French has an im- 
Viense property ; but his influence arises rather 
from the liberality of his conduct in hia intercourse 
with society than from the number of freeholders 
created on his estates. 

Patron — Arthur French, esq., oae member. 



SLIGO, 



Is a county in the province of Connaught, 2o 
miles in length and 32 in breadth. It contains 39 
parishes, about 11,500 houses and 60,000 inhabit- 
ants. Besides Sligo, which is the principal town, 
there are many considerable villages in which the 
linen manufacture flourishes. 
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POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This county is chiefly absentee property: . Mr. 
Cowper and Mr. Wynne possess very powerful 
influence in this county: but Mr. O^Hara wa9 
started on an independent interest: he is a geot|6» 
man of ancient family in this part of Ireland, which 
gives him so much weight, that he is continued 
representative, in preference to the rich and power- 
ful families above-named. Without derogating 
from the merit of either of the present represen- 
tatives, 1 must state, that Mr. Wynne is as proper 
a choice for a county member as any person in the 
united empire. If a high and dignified sense of 
honour, inflexible integrity, close application to 
business, an ardent zeal for the interest of one's 
native country, displayed in cultivating its soil 
and improving its inhabitants, can create esteem 
and respect, then ought this gentleman to have a 
seat in Parliament, where the assistance of his ta- 
lents and experience, at this perilous time, might 
be of essential service. As a great landed pro- 
prietor, he spreads civilization around him by re- 
siding on his estate, and spending a princely in- 
come among his tenants ; as a father, in the bosom 
of a numerous and happy family, who respect and 
adore him, he sets an example which cannot fail 
of having a beneficial influence on his servants, 
neighbours, and dependents ; as a magistrate. dis- 
charging the duties of that important office with- 
strict attention to impartial justice, be ia enabled 
to repress disorder, and to maintain peace audi; 
tranquillity. Happy would it be for Ireland, if 
all her wealthy sons wene guided by the aameprii^. 
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ciples, and actuated by the like zeal ! If the ab- 
sentees of the county of Sligo, who have free- 
holders at command, were sensible of their own 
interest, they would not be long in deliberating to 
whom they ought to give their influence and sup- 
port, when a vacancy in their representation takes 
place. 

Patron — E. S. Cowper, esq., one member. 



SLIGO. 

The county town of Sligo is seated on a bay of 
the same name ; in 1788 it contained 916 houses 
and 8,000 inhabitants. It carries on a considerable 
trade ; its rivers being navigable for vessels of 
1,200 tons up to the very town quays. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This borough has twelve self-elected burgesses. 
Patron — Owen Wynne, esq. 



TIPPERARY, 



A county lying in the province of Munster, is 
about 59 miles in length, and from 12 to 31 in 
breadth. It contains 147 parishes, 30,700 houses, 
and about 170,000 inhabitants. The principal 
productions are cattle, sheep, butter, and flour. 
The county town is Clommel, and the other prin- 
cipal towns are Cashel and Carrick. 
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POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

Lord Landaff has 26,000/. per annum in this 
county, and can return one member. United as 
are his lordship's opinions with the Roman ca* 
tholic interest, he can greatly assist in bringing in 
another. Mr. Prittie, the other member, now 
votes with the catholic interest. His family, and 
that of Lord Donally, formerly supported the pro- 
testant party ; and his return, notwithstanding his 
numerous family connections in this extensive 
county, was produced more by the opposition to 
Mr. Bagwell, than by any prevailing interest 
which he possesses. The freeholders are 13,000. 

Patron — Lord Llandaff, one member. 

CLONMELL 

Is an improving town, in the county of Tippe- 
rary, province of Munster, pleasantly situated on 
the river Suir. It is governed by a mayor» re- 
corder, bailiffs, and town-clerk. The river is na« 
vigable from hence to Carrick and Waterford, and 
it has a considerable trade in the woollen branch, 
particularly by the Quakers, who are very nume- 
rous here. 

POLITICAL character. 

This is a close corporation, under the influence 
of Mr. Bagwell, who is the patron of the borough. 
Patron — Right Hon. William Bagwell. 
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CASHELL 

Is ft city in the county of Tipperary, Munster, 
three miles from the river Suir. It is tolerably 
well built, containing about 600 houses, having a 
handsome market-house, sessions-house, county 
infirmary, charter school, and a barrack, it is go- 
rerned by a mayor, recorder, and bailiffs. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This city has twelve self-elected burgesses. 
Patron — Richard Penncfathor, esq. 



TYRONE, 



A COUNTY in the province of Ulster, is about 44 
miles in length, and from IS to 33 in breadth, con- 
taining 35 parishes, and about 2S,70(> inhabitants. 
The soil is various : in some parts it is exceedingly 
rich and fertile, and in others rouixb ^nd moun- 
tainous, but on the whole, cultivation has been 
much improved of late years. Near Dnngannon 
are several colleries, and in its neighbourhood, as 
well as at Cookstown and Stewartown, are several 
extensive bleach-fields. The assize town is 
Omagh. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

In this county there are 20,000 freeholders. 
The independent interest prevails in returning one 
member, and the Marquis of Abercorn hopes to 
nominate the other. 

Patron— Marquis of Abercorn, one member. 
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DUNGANNON 

Is an ancient town in the county of Tyrone, 
and province of Ulster. In the neighbourhood 
are several coal mines. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This borough has twelve burgesses. 
Patroni — Lord Viscoont Northland. 



! ■«■ ■ M 



WATERFORD, 



A COUNTY in the provhice of Munster, is iff 
length about 46 miles, and in breadth 28 ; con- 
taining 34 parishes, about 18,796 houses, and 
110,000 inhabitants. This county presents a di- 
versity of soil and prospect, but in general is ex- 
tremely pleasant and fertile, producing excellent 
corn and pasturage. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The influence of the Marquis of Waterford has 
succeeded in returning his kinsman, the gallant 
Marshal Beresford, who has not a place of resi- 
dence in the county. The Roman catholic in- 
terest elects the other. The Duke of Devonshire, 
whose estate is very extensive, might, were it un- 
der only tolerable management, return both mem- 
bers. The freeholders are 3,000. 

Patron— Marquis of Waterford, one member. 
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WATERFORD 

Is a city and sea-port town, and capital of the 
county of the same name, province of Munster; 
containing ahout 35,000 inhabitants. It has an 
excellent harbour, commodiously situated for 
trade, and vessels of the largest burthen can ride 
up to the quay. It stands on the banks of the 
Suir, which is a broad, deep, and rapid river, five 
miles from its junction with the Nore and Barrow. 
Upwards of 70 sail of shipping are employed in 
the Newfoundland trade, and it is computed that 
about 3,000 hogs have been killed here weekly, 
and cured, chiefly for the supply of the royal 
navy. Much butter is also exported hence, say 
70,000 casks per annum ; besides Which, the com- 
merce in beef, corn, linen, and with the mother 
country, is very great. The white glass and other 
manufactures are also in a very flourishing state. 
The quay is above half a mile in length, and of 
considerable breadth. Packet-boats sail regularly 
between this port aud Milford Haven. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The corporation of this city, like those of Li- 
merick, Galway, &c., was supposed to possess 
the power of creating an unlimited number of free- 
men ; and, in that case, the representation of the 
city would have been under the alternate influ- 
ence of Mr. Bolton and Mr. Alcock. Sir Joha 
Newport, a banker in this city, who was never a 
member of the Irish Parliament, prevailed in a 
petition against Mr. Alcock, t^he votes being con- 
fined to resident freemen and freeholders. 
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DUNGARVON 

Is a tolerably well built town, in the county of 
Waterford and province of Monster. It has a 
very commodious harbour, and supplies Dublin 
with fish, and great quantities of potatoes. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The Duke of Devonshire and the Marquis of 
Waterford, have each large property in this town, 
and the right of sulSrage being vested in the free* 
holders on their estates, the elections give rise to 
violent contests between these noble families ; 
the Duke of Devonshire, however, returns the 
member. 

Patroh— Duke of Devonshire. 



WESTMEATH, 



A COUNTY in the province of Leinster, is 
S8 miles long and SI broad, contains 69 pa- 
rishes, about 13,700 houses, and 70,000 inhabit- 
ants. It is in general very fertile,. particularly in 
pasturage, the greatest attention being paid to the 
grazing and dairy farming, notwithstanding which, 
it produces much more corn than serves for the 
consumption of its population. The chief town 
is MuUingar, which is the second great fair in 
.Ireland for wool. The assizes for this county are 
held at Mullingar. 
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POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The protectant land-owners in this county c<»n- 
mand the Roman catholic tenantry. The resi- 
dence of Lord Longford, his great popularity, and 
the high esteem in which the Pakenbam &mily 
are held, adds so much weight to his so honour- 
ably acquired influence, that he returns one mem- 
ber: notwithstanding which, Mr. Rochfort and 
the protestant interest are, perhaps, more certain 
of success with the other seat. 

In 1819, there was a contest for this county, 
when the numbers at the close of the poll were: 

For the Right Hon. Hercules Pakenham 737*-* 

Gustavus Hume Rochfort 696. Tighe, 

esq. 287. Tighe, jun„ esq. S2, 

Patrons — Earl of Longford and Gustavus 
Hume Rochfort, esq. 

ATHLONE, 

A TOWN partly situated in the county of West- 
meath, and partly iu Roscommon, stands on the 
river Shannon. Although this town is so adran- 
tageously situated for trade and improvement, it 
yet remains in many parts in a poor, ruinous, and 
filthy state. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This borough has twelve self-elected burgesses« 
Patron — the Right Hon. William Handcock. 
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WEXFORD, 

A COUNTY lying in the province of Munster, is 
about 39 miles in length and 30 in breadth ; con«- 
taining 109 parishes. Its principal rivers are the 
Barrow and Slaney. This county, though not in 
general mountainous, contains a large proportion of 
coarse, cold land and stiff clay; notwithstanding, 
many parts are very fertile, and produce excellent 
grass and corn. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

Lord Mountdiorris has great influence in the 
election of the representatives of this county. The 
case is the same with the Marquis of Ely. The 
Roman catholics, however, are numerous, power- 
ful, and active ; Md of course impatiently submit 
to the thraldom of having their representatives 
nominated by protestant peers ; but I am sorry to 
say, that their intemperate zeal has, on some oc- 
eations, been carried to excess. On the vacancy 
occasioned by the present Marquis of Ely coming 
to that title, they succeeded in returning Mr. 
Caesar Colclough, though great doubt still exists 
whether there was any such person in being ; if 
he were alive, he was then a prisoner in France. 
On the next vacancy, they returned Mr. Carew, 
a choice which reflects honour on their discern- 
ment, as the talents and integrity of this gentle- 
man would render him an ornament to any assem- 
bly. This county is the only one in Ireland 
where the tenants have displayed the courage to 

s 3 
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act in opposition to their landlords. On some 
occasions this had been the case ; but it is merely 
from a religious principle, as they have no other 
political system to support, than that which pro- 
motes the interest and success of the Catholic 
faith. 

Patrons — Marquis of Ely and Lord Viscount 
Mountmorris, one member. 

WEXFORD 

Is a sea-port and the principal town id the 
county of Wexford, seated at the mouth of the 
river Skmey, and contains about 9)000 inhabitants. 
In the town and neighbourhood are several exten- 
sive woollen manufactures. The Barons of Forth, 
which adjoins this town, whose inhabitants are 
descendants of its ancient British colony, still re- 
tain the language, manners, and customs of their 
origin. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This borough has twelve self-elected burgesses. 

Patrons — the Marquis of Ely and Richard 
Neville, esq,, alternately. The latter is teller of 
the Exchequer. 

NEW ROSS 

Is a populous thriving town in the county of 
Wexford, on the river Barrow. It has a consider- 
able traffic in the export of provisions. The rii'er 
is navigable for large vessels up to the quays, and 
forms an excellent harbour. 
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POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

Tiiis borough has twelve self-elected burgesses. 
Patrons — Mr. Tottenham and Mr. Lee alter- 
nalely. 

WICKLOW, 

A COUNTY lying in the province of Leinster, is 
about 30 miles in length, and from \5 to S6 in 
breadth, containing 58 parishes, 11,600 houses, 
and about 68,000 inhabitants. It produces some 
considerable rich veins of copper and other mine- 
rals ; and even gold has been discovered, but in too 
small quantities to be )vor:th the expense of wor4(- 
ing. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The extensive estate of Earl Fitzwilliam in this 
eounty returns both members. 
Patron — Earl Fitzwilliam. 



That the reader* may be enabled at one glance to 
see the present state of the representative system 
of Ireland, Mr. Wakefield has reduced the pre- 
ceding account to the tabular form, annexing the 
names of the patrons to such places as are known 
to be subject to decisive influence. He has even 
gone farther, and ventured, on what he considered 
as sufficient authority, to hint at the general bias 
of public feeling ; shewing, however, not so much 
the opinions, as the prevailing desire of the country 
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respecting the unfortunate religious question, 
which forms so prominent a subject in every en- 
quiry concerning Ireland. The inhabitants of 
those places, to which he has not annexed a mark, 
are too supine to interest themselves in such a 
manner as to enable him to form a conclusion on 
their political attachments. In some instances, 
the opinions of the patrons and of the electors are 
at variance. Those of the patrons, therefore, are 
not to be confounded with that of the people ; 
which, if numbers be worthy of consideration, muat 
be an argument in favour of extending relief to the 
Roman Catholics. To illustrate thii by example. 
Mr. Wakefield has taken the county of Mona- 
ghan ; in which, if the people were admitted to a 
general poll on the question, he was induced to 
believe, that in the proportion of 6ve to one they 
would vote in favour of the catholic claims. But 
so great is the influence of their protestant land* 
lords, that if summoned lo a poll, none but gen- 
tlemen, the acknowledged friends of that interest 
would succeed, or even obtain more than a few 
votes. S.icli events will not shew the opinions 
of the people, but iheir slavery and degradation, 
and their total indifference to those rights which 
belong to them as men. Considerable respect, 
no doubt, is paid to the opinion of landlords, who 
form the wealthiest part of the community; an^ 
on that account he considered this table as highly 
interesting, as it will shew where the influence 
prising from riches is situated, and in what hands 
this formidable lever of political power ia depQ- 
^ited. 





OF IKKI.AND. 






Mem- RcligioM 




Religiou 


ber 


bbsof ifaa 




bias of the 




Electors. 




Patrons. 


ADtrim countj 


1 


Lord Hertford 


- 


- p 




1 


Lord (/Neil - 


- 


- p 


Belfast BeroQ^h 


I 


M. Donegal - 


- 


- p 


Carrickferg^us - - 


1 


Open, 






Lisburn - •. 1 


1 


M. Hettfoid * 


«• 


. p 


County of AroMgk 


1 F 


Mr. Bcownlttw 


* 


- P 




I F 


Earl Qoaford • 


m 


- p 


City of Armagfh • ] 


I 


Primate » • 


m 


- p 


CouDty of Carlow - ] 


I RC 
1 RC 


Mr. Cavannak <* 


- 


. RC 


Borough of Carlow - 1 


I 


Earl CkarieviUe 


• 


. P 


CoQSty of Cafan - ] 


[ P 

i F 
i RC 


Earl Famham 


- 


- P 


County of Clare * 1 


O^Brien family 


• 


- RC 




1 RC 


Earl CenynghaiB 


- 


- RC 


Borough of Ennit - 1 


i 


Sir Edward O'Brien 


7 


RC 






James Fitzgerald 


5 


tlteroate. 


County of Cork - ] 


I 
1 


Earl Shannon * 


- 


- P 


City of Cork - - 1 


1 

L P 


Earl Lengueville 


• 


- P 




1 RC 


Earl Donoughmore 


. HC 


Borough of Youghal 


r 


Earl Shannon - 


- 


- P 


Bandon Bridge » 1 


1 


Earl Bandon « 


m> 


. P 


Kinsale - - - - 1 


\ 


Lord de Clifford 


m 


. RC 


Mallow - . - 1 


I 


Mr. Jephson m 


m 


- P 


County of Donegal 1 


I RC 
L RG 


M. Abereom 
Eari Conyngham 






County of Down » S 


\ P 


M. Downsbiro 


- 


. RC 


Borough of Newry 1 




Open: 






Downpatrick 1 




Lord de Clifiord 




RC 


County of Louth - 1 


I RC 


Eaii Roden 




P 




RC 


Right Hon. John Foster P 


Borough of Drogheda 1 


RC 


Open. 






DonkaU - - - 1 




Earl Roden' 




P 



263 



364 



COUNTIES, CITIES, AND BOROUGHS, 



Mem* Religioiu 


Religtoas 


ber 


. bias of the 


bias of the 




Electors. 


PAtrons. 


County of Dublia - 


1 RC 
1 P 


i Independent 




City of Dublin - - 


1 RC 
1 P 


> independent 




University of Dublin 


i 


- 




County of Fennanagh 


1 P 


Lord Enniskillen 


p 




1 P 


Col. Archdall 


p 


Bor. of Enniskillen 


1 


Lord Enniskillen 


p 


County of Galway i 


2 RC 


Independent 






1 RC 


The Mr. Dalys, alternate RC 


County of Kerry i 


I RC 


Lord Kenmare 


RC 


Borough of Tralee 


1 


Sir Edw. Deny» a minor RC 


County of Kildare 1 


I RC 


Duke of Leinster 






L RC 


Independent 




County ef Kilkenny . 1 


L RC 


Earl Besborough 


RC 




L RC 


Earl Ormonde 


RC 


City oT Kilkenny 1 


L 


£ Earl Ormonde 

t Eari Desart, altemau 








* 


King^s County 1 


I P 


Eari Ross 


p 


J 


i P 


Eari Cbarleyilie 


p 


County efLeitrim 1 




Clements 
Latouche 




County of Limerick 1 


L RC 


Eari of Clare 


p 




I RC 


Independent 




City of Limerick 1 




Mr. Smith 


p 


County of Londonderry 1 




M. Wateribrd 
E. Londondeirry 




City of Londonderry 1 


I P 


Independent 




Borpugk of Coleraine 1 




M. Waterford 




County of Longford 1 


P 


Earl of Ross 


p 




I RC 


Lord Grauard 


RC 


Mayo 1 


RC 


M. Sligo 


RC 




i RC 


Lord Viscount Dillon 




County of Meaih 1 


RC 


r M. Headfort and 
I Eari Darnley 


\ RC 






^ 


1 


RC 


Independent 
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Queen's County 



Mem- 
ber. 

2 
1 



Religious 
bias of the 
Electors. 



ReUfioas 

buuofthe 

Patrons. 



Bor. of PortarlingtOQ 1 

County of Roscommon 2 

Sli^o 1 



Borough ofSligo 
County of Tipperary 

Borough of Clonmell 
City of Cashell 
County of Tyrone 

Bor. of Dungannon 
County of Waterford 

City of Waterford 
Borough of Dunganron 
County of Westmeath 

Borough of Athlone 
County of Wexford 



Wexford 1 



County of Wicklow 2 



] 



RC r Lords de Vesci and 

\ Portariington 
RC Independent 

Lord Portariington 
RC Independent 
P Mr. Cowper 
P Independent 
P Mr. Wynne 

RC Lord Llandaff 
RC Independent 

Mr. Bagwell 

Mr. Pennefiither 
RC M. Abercom 

Independent 

Lord Northland 
RC M. Waterford 
RC Independent 
RC Independent 
RC Duke of Devonshire 
P Lord Longford 
P Mr. Rochfort 

Rt. Hon. W. Handcock P 
RC Independent 

Mr. Tottenham and *) p 

Mr. Lee, alternate 3 

Marquis Ely and Mr. ^ p 
Neville, alternate S 

Earl Fitzwilliam RC 



RC 



RC 



P 
RC 

P 
P 
P 



RC 

P 

P 



Of the hundred members, therefore, twenty- 
nine appear to be independent of any influence, 
but that of religious party ; and in questions on 
this subject their votes may be supposed to stand 
as follow : 
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Neuter 




Car rick fergus 

unty if' Cork 
'm>ioukIi of Newry 
niversity 




Roman Catholic - 
ProtesUnt 


- 18 

- 7 










29 




County of Cariow 
Borough of Drogheda 
County of Dublin 
City .: Oiiblin 
Count) .r Oalway 
County of Kildare 
County of Limerick 

• 

County of Mealh 


2 


RC 
RC 
RC 
RC 
RC 
RC 
RC 
RC 


Queen's County 1 
Co. of Roscomman 2 
County of Tipptraiy 1 
County of Tyrone 1 
County of Waterford 1 
City of Waterford 1 
County of Wexford 1 
Total 18 members.^ 


RC 
RC 
RC 
RC 
RC 
RC 
RC 


County ofCavan 
County of Dublin 
City of Dublin 




P 

P 
P 


City of Deny 1 

• 

Co. of Monagban 1 
County of Sligo 1 


P 
P 
P 



Total seven members.f 



* Of these 18 members, in the present Parliament, tht mem- 
ber for Drogheda votes against the consideration of the catkalic 
petition, as does Mr. Pole, the member for the Queen's Connty, 
and Mr. Kam, the member fdr Wexford County. 

t Oi these seven members, in the present Parliament, Mr. 
Shaw, the member for Dublin city, and Mr. Hamilton, the 
member tor Dublin county, have declared themselves friendly 
to the catholic claims. 
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In considering the real state of the representa- 
tion of Ireland, we must deduct from the hundred 
members of the House of Commons those who 
have been returned by the influence of the pa- 
trons of boroughs, as follows : 



Meinbvn* 
Mr. Straban, printer, in London 

Rt. Hon. George Tiernej 
Mr. H. Martin, barrister, London 
Mr. Hughan, merchant, London 
Mr. Pocben, a Leicestershire gent. 
Mr. Stephens, barrister, London 
Mr. Williams, banker, London 
Hon. Mr. Lambe, Hertfordshire 
Mr. Peel, under sec. state, £ng1. 
Mr. Claude Scott, Dorset, gent. 
Mr. Turner, of Leicestershire 
Mr. Wigram, merchant, London 
Captain Parker, R. N. London 



267 



Places. 


l^itroos. 


Carlow 


Lord Charville 


Band on Bridge 


Lord fianden 


Xintale 


Lord de Clifford 


Dunkald 


Lord Roden 


EnniskiJlen 


Lord Enniskilkn 


Tralee 


Sir £dw. Denny 


Kiikeonj 


LordDesart 


Portarlington 


Ld. Portarlington 


Cashtfl 


Mr. Pennefather 


Dnngannon 


Lord Northland 


Athlone 


Rt.h.W.Handcock 


New Ross 


Mr. Tottenham 


Wexford 


Mr. Neville 



These thirteen menibers, few of whom ever saw 
Ireland, certainly can have nothing to do legiti- 
mately with the representation of that country. 
Scotland has, he believes, always been represented 
by her own sons, men familiar with the customs, 
habits, and prejudices of the people; acquainted 
with the local circumstances, interests, and wants 
of that part of the kingdom, and, consequently, 
better able to defend its rights, and propose or 
support measures for its benefit and improvement. 
But Ireland has nominal members, who cannot be 
supposed to have a greater knowledge of its real 
situation than they have of Thibet or Abyssinia. 
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The following close boroughs are represented by 
gentlemen connected with Ireland. 



Places^ 

Belfast 

Liiburn 

Armagh 

Bonis 



Ffttrons. 

Marquis DoDegal 
Marquis Hertford 
The Primate 

Mr. Fitzgerald 



Youghall ' Lord Sbaonoo 



Members. 
Mr. May, his father-iD-latr 
Lord Yarmouth, his ton 
Dr. Duigenan, the jadge of the 

ecclesiastical court 
Mr. Fitzgerald, his son, a lord of 

the Irish treasury 
Sir John Keane, hart., a covotj 

of Cork gentleman. 



Mallow 



Mr. Jepbson 



Downpatrick Lord de Clifford 



Galwaj 

Limerick 



James Daly, esq. 



Coleraine 
Sligo 

Clonmel 
Dungannon 



Tliere is a Mr. Jephsoo, a pen- 
sioner on the Irish estabUtb- 
ment of 600/. per ann*; Mr. 
Wakefield did not know that 
be was the member. 

Mr. Croker, a banister of Irdand 

Himself 

Mr. Peoderg. Smith - Col. Vereker, bis nephew, coo- 
stable of Limerick, fnd a lord 
of the treasury 

Marshal Beresford. 

Mr. Canning, a county of Derry 
gentleman 
RtHon. W.Bagwell Col. Bagwell, his son, muster 

master general 
Duke of Devonshire General Walpole, his cousin. 



Marquis Waterford 
Mr. Wynne 



These thirteen boroughs are not in the same si- 
tuation as those given in the former list. The 
connexion, however, between the members and 
the places they represent, may be easily traced to 
its source ; and Mr. Wakefield is not much in- 
clined to censure the partiality to relations or 
friends, while the interests of the country do not 
suffer. Patronage, thus exercised, is less baneful 
than that which is converted into a source of cor- 
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ruption, or into the means of acquiring personal 
emolument by a sacrifice of the public : to the 
latter the people of Ireland are reconciled by habit ; 
but these examples of the wealthy ^nd the great, 
whom we ought to look to as models of honour 
and virtue, have a most pernicious influence on the 
people, tending to debase their minds and familia- 
rize them to selfish and dishonest conduct. In 
this respect there is a considerable difference be- 
tween England and Ireland. It cannot be over- 
looked that there are many borough proprietors in 
England and Ireland, ready to traffic for the repre- 
sentation as any other property ; but how are 
these borough-mongers esteemed, or how do they 
rank in society ? England has patrons who en- 
tertain very different ideas of this traffic, and who 
have never, by any such mercantile transactions 
endeavoured to corrupt the representatives of the 
people. We have a Fitzwilliam, a Bedford, and 
many others, who are noble exceptions to this too 
general practice.* 



* The opinion of the present speaker, the Rt. Hod. Charles 
Abbot, on this subject, should be fastened ta the entail of every 
great nan*s title to his estate. Coosideriog it in this important 
light, we shall take the present opportunity of giring an extract 
from it. 

*^ That the inflaence of property in maintaining civil order is 
of the highest importance, no man living can dovbt ; it is 
the firmest cement to all the relations of social life; it gives sta- 
bility to the state, and prosperity to the empire. That the pos- 
session of property may, and must, and ought to have a predomi- 
nant influence in the election of members to serve in this House, 
1 think is equally clear ; but that abandoning all their legitimate 
rights of inflqence, and lajing aside all the virtuous and gene- 
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If the Irish patrons permit a traffic in this way, 
it is a circumstance to be regretted ; and shews 
how easily men by habit and example are recon- 
ciled to practices, which, if uninfluenced by the 
countenance of society, they would never have en- 
dured. Mr. Wakefield, therefore, is less disposed 
to blame the patrons of Irish boroughs for pursu- 
ing this system, although it is necessary to exhi- 
bit It in all its deformity to public reprobation ; 
to the men he entertains no hostility, it is the 
practice he reprobates. 

With many of them he is personally acquainted, 
and he knows that in other respects they possess 
minds highly honourable ; if they err, therefore, 
it is from mistaken notions of duty imbibed from 
intercourse with the world, and confirmed by the 
conduct of others. 

But in some cases, these patrons expose them- 
selves in a pecu^liar manner to reprehension. Af- 
ter receiving the most distinguishing marks of na- 
tional favour ; having brothers, sons, or near re- 



rotts xdotiTes of friendship, affection, and the hit preference of 
talents and integrity, to fill places of sach high public trust ; that 
they should go to a shameless and open market ; that they shook! 
sell the attachments of their friends, neighbours, and dependents, 
for dirty and sordid gain, and sell it to utter strangers, of whose 
qualities they can have no other estimate than the weight of 
their purse ; this does, indeed, appear to me to be a great politi- 
cal evil and a great puhlic grievance. It degrades and debases 
the habits of the higher ranks of life, who confess their own 
sense of the nature of these transactions by the concealment 
with which they seek to cover them. It taints also, and cootanii- 
Hates the general character of parliament." AbboiVs speiek, 
June 1, 1809. 
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lations representatives of counties enjoying rich 
bisbopricks, or holding lucrative sinecure places, 
it might be expected, if they even should t">rget 
bow much they have at stake, that they would 
embrace some opportunities of making the best 
return in their power to their country, by sending 
to the House of Commons men of tried talents 
and approved integrity. But this is not the case. 
Instead of characters such as Mr. Wakefield has de* 
scribed, the objects of their choice are either young 
men unacquainted with the great duties they have 
to perform, or individuals alike strangers to them- 
selves and to Ireland : and the reason of all this 
is, because they have been recommended and sup- 
ported by an influence which their independence 
was not able to resist. 

If the representation of Ireland be regulated as 
it ought, by the choice of the people the thirteen 
members last mentioned must be deducted ; and 
as the second list comprehends thirteen also, if to 
these the twenty-nine independent members be 
added we shall still have forty-five to be disposed 
of. 
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Places. 


Pftlrool. 


Pardet. 




Antrim 


Marquis Hertford 


Patron and Electors 


P 




E. O'NeU 


■ 


P 


Armagh 


Mr. Brownlow 




P 




Earl of Gosford 




P 


Carlow 


Mr. CavaBmth 




HC 


Cavan 


Lord Famham 




P 


Clare 


Lord CoByngham 




RC 




(yBrieti Family 




RC 


Cork 


Lord Shannon 


Patron 


P 


City of Cork 


Lord LongneTille 


Patron and Electors 


P 


i 


Lord Donooffamore 




RC 
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COUNTIES, CITIES, AND BOROUGHS, 



Plftcet* 

Done^ 



Down 



Patrons. Partkt. 

Marqnis Abercom RC 

Lord Conyngbam RC 

r Patron RC. Electors P 
Marqnis Downshire^ Tbe members rote 

V. witb tbeir Patron. 
Patron and Electors P . 

P 

RC 
RC 
RC 

RC 

P 

P 



Fermanagh 


Lord Enniskillen 




Cd. Arcbdall 


Kerry 


Lord Kenmare 


Kildare 


Dnke of Leinster 


Kilkenny 


Earl of Besborongh 




Earl of Ormonde 


King*8 County 


Earl of Ross 




Earl of CbarleTille 


Leitrim 


c Clements 
\ Latonche 



} 



Undetermined 



Limerick 



Earl of Clare 



Londonderry M. Waterford 



Longford 
Loath 

^ayo 

Meath 

Queen's County 
Sligo 
Tipperary 



r Patron P. Electon RC 
} Members vote for 
t the Electon. 
Undetermined. 
Earl of Londonderry P P 

Earl of Granard Patron and Electors RC 

Earl of Ross P 

E. Roden P 

Rt. Hon. J. Foster p 



C Marquis of Sligo, 7 

i & Lord Dillon J Electors, Ice. 



RC 



Tyrone 
Watt-rfoid 
West meath 



Wirklow 



Lord Darnley 
Lord De Vesci 
Mr. Cowper 
Lord Landaif 
Marquis Abercom 

Marquis Waterford 

Lord Lona^ford 
Mr. Rochfort 
Earl Fitzwilliam 



Patron and Electors RC 

RC 
P 

RC 
RC 

C Patron undetermined. 

t Electors RC 

Patron aud Electors P 

P 

Patron RC. Electon P 
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Although Mr. Wakefield has pointed out the 
electors of seme counties, towns, and boroughs, as 
hostile to the catholic question, he does not mean 
to insinuate that this is the Case with the electors, 
but with the fandlords under whose control they 
are. There are two counties he particularly no- 
tices. The first is Down, the hot-bed of Orange- 
men and bigoted protestantism, which returns 
two members, who vote contrary to the opinion of 
of the county. It cannot be presumed but that 
those gentlemen act agreeably to the dictates of 
their conscience ; but it is a singular coinci- 
dence, that their sentiments always coincide with 
those of the Marchioness of Downshire. 

The other county to which he alludes is Wick- 
low, in which Earl Fitzwilliam is proprietor of 
50,000 acres. Before the existence of the act 
which extended the right of voting to Roman 
Catholics, the agents on this estate accepted 
none as tenants but protestants, that they might 
create such an influence as would carry the county. 
At a recent election Lord Fitzwilliam's protestant 
tenantry voted for the Rt. Hon. George Ponsonby, 
an avowed supporter of the catholic question^ 
while the Roman Catholics under protestant land- 
holders gave their suffrages for his opponent Lord 
Proby. 

The members under the influence of the Mar- 
quis of Waterford, withdrew until the last session 
1811, before a division ; so that adding these forty- 
five members to the twenty-nine independent 
ones, they will stand in the following manner 
upon this grand question. 

PART II. VOL. IV. T 
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i First deduct those who were not elected by 

their constituents, under an expectation of their 
i taking a decided part either way : 

;- Carrickfergus 1 

County of Cork I 

Newry 1 

Dublin University . • • . 1 

Leitrim 3 

Londonderry 3 

Longford I 

Waterford 1 

10 

Leaving 64. 

R,C, P. 

Of the independent votes there are 18 

Antrim y 

Armagh 3 

Cavan g 

Carlow 1 

Clare g 

Cork 1 

City of Cork 1 1 

Donegal 2 

Down 2 

Louth 2 

Fermanagh 2 

Kerry 2 

Kildare 1 ^ 

Kilkenny 2 

King's County 2 

Carry forward 34 16 
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R.C. P. 

Brought forward 34? 16 

Limerick 1 

Longford 1 

Mayo 2 

Meath 1 

Queen's County 1 

Sligo , . . . 1 

Tipperary 1 

Tyrone 1 

Westmeatb 2 

Wicklow 2 

41 S3 
23 

64 

Undetermined 10 

Members of close boroughs . 26 



Make the 100 

No great political parties, such as the wbigs 
and tories of England, and which have existed so 
long, and made so great a figure in history, are to 
be heard of in Ireland. Whigism is a subject 
never agitated in the course of a canvas ; it ex- 
pired with the late Lord Charlemont. Respect- 
ing the catholic question, the case however is dif- 
ferent ; it is always a prominent feature in every 
political discussion, and a kind of test by which 
persons of adverse opinions are guided in their 
choice of representatives. But although there are 
no great and powerful political parties, for those 
formed by the oatholic question ought rather to 

T 2 
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be denominated religious, there are many things 
connected with the representation of the country, 
which, were this a professed treatise on the sub- 
ject, would deserve to be taken into consideration. 
A county member, if he support the minister, 
or if he be in opposition to his rival,* has, what 
is called, *' the patronage of the county ;'* that is 
he appoints excise and custom house oflScers, of- 
ficers of militia, &c. Possessed of this influence, 
the claims upon his friendship are numerous ; and 
as long as any thing remains to be given away, he 
deals out his favours to the gentlemen who brought 
their voters to support him on the day of trial : 
these latter men forming another link in the politi- 
cal chain, a chain which binds as fast as any ever 
riveted on mankind, distribute their fiivours to 
their tenants, who have made the greatest number 
of freeholders on their estates. Thus the fertile 
spring of corruption flows in a strong current, 
hurrying forward persons of various ranks and 
conditions, who, buoyed up with the delusive 
hope of acquiring consequence through the inte- 
rest of some po werfu 1 man, abandon honest i nd ustry, 
to become the agents of intrigue, neglecting pur- 
suits which with care and industry would place 
them in a state of comparative independence. 

It is the opinion of a most respectable judge, 
that Ireland loses more by the absence of her 132 



* Dr. Dui^f^nan stated in the House of Commons, that he bid 
known county members buy of!' tiieir opponents. Cobbetfs Par- 
liamentary Register, voU 4. p. 895, a fact of which we have also 
heard, but we prefer giving Irish authority for so diagracefal > 
circumstance to both buyer and seller. 



I 
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representatives, than she gains by any service 
they can render to her during the session of Par- 
liament ; for he asks, How could England spare 
132 of the first of her inhabitants ? There is some 
truth in this observation ; but 1 do not attach so 
much importance to it, as to believe that it can 
produce any serious effect ; absentees, in my esti- 
mation, are not so detrimental to the country as 
is generally supposed. 

There are various acts which require persons to 
register their freeholds before they can be allowed 
to vote at an election. Hence perjury is often 
committed ; and it is perhaps, on this account, 
that although votes are so valuable and so much in 
request, instances of neglect of registry so fre- 
quently occur. Mr. Wakefield observed this 
among persons whose principal object in life was 
to divide their estates into the greatest number of 
freeholds. 

And he could give (he says) a list of persons re- 
turned to serve in Parliament by English patrons, 
whose talents have done credit to their choice; but, 
among the hundred Irish members, there is no in- 
stance where the possession of abilities has had any 
weight whatever in the consideration of those by 
whom they were sent to the Imperial Parliament. 
This cannot arise from a lack of men of talents, 
while Mr. Bolton of Waterford, Colonel Stepney 
of the King's County, Admiral Pakenham, Mr. 
Carew of Castleboro, Mr. Herbert of Caroeine, 
and many others remain in private in. Ireland : the 
people of England have scarcely been allowed an 
opportunity of estimating the rate of Irish talent 
in her public men. Several natives of Ireland 
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have distinguished themselves in the British senate 
by their eloquence and talents; and, no doubt, 
there are many of her sons now in obscurity and 
retirement, who, ifcalled to public exertion, would 
do equal credit to their country. Men of high 
merit are, however, inspired with sentiments of 
independence ill suited to the present system of 
Parliamentary influence * in Ireland ; while the 
pliant dependent, in whom self-will is extinct, 
and whose accommodating sentiments can be 
moulded into any form, according to the inclina* 
tion of his patron, is certain of success. Let me, 
says Mr. Wakefield, as a pattern to such patrons^ 
earnestly recommend the conduct of the late Lord 
Charlemont, as related by Mr. Hardy, in his life 
of that nobleman, recently published.f His loid- 



* Id En^and, the admirers of Tirtae oiiist never forget tkii 
it was under the present system of representation that the Uni- 
versity of Oxford refused to elect Sir WilHam Jones ; the town of 
Bedford, itie immortal Howard ; and that the hi^otry of Liver- 
pool attacked and refused Mr. Roscoe. After these inslauces, 
it excites no surpiise that Jeremy Bentham, Arthur Youn^, &c. 
have never found their way to the Honse of Commons. What- 
ever others may be disposed to assert, Mr. Wake6eld maintaios, 
that these instances, out of many, are sufficient to prove, that, 
under the present system, some of the very best and most en- 
lightened of our countrymen are omitted in the list of Bn'tish 
legislators. 

t Mr. Wakefield here alludes to his lordship's conduct r«- 
spectiug^ the beroug^h of Charlemont, which, through his inflow 
ence, returned as one of its members Mr. Richard Sheridan, 
a cousiii-german of Biinslcy Sheridan, who has distinguished 
himself so much by the power of his genius and his talents as a 
public speaker. The former was bred to the ^ar, though without 
a regular education, and possessed, in no slight degree, the 
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ship, whose name will be long remembered and 
revered, considered his borough interest as a sa- 

talents of his family. He died a few years after his election, 
leaTing behind him an excellent character, and re^^retted by 
all those who had the pleasure ef his acquaintance, but by 
none more sincerely than his noble friend and patron. Lord 
Charlemont. The following extract from his lordship's letter 
to him, dated April 10, 1790, desenres to be recorded :— " Some 
characters, as well aa some coantenances, possess the peculiar 
privilege of making an immediate and favourable Hnpression, 
My acquaintance with yoa has been of short duration ; and 
yet that short acquaintance has been effectual to point you out 
as the fittest person to execute a trust, which is, in my opinion, 
the most important that one man can receive from another. 
Whenever it may be possible that the representation of this king- 
dom shall be purified, and advantageously altered from its pre- 
sent absurd and unconstitutional course, I shall, with exultation* 
resign that which some men esteem their property, but will, in 
the meanwhile, endeavour to manage that trust which 1 hold for 
ay country, as far as I am able, to her. advantage ; neither do 
1 think that 1 can better perform this, according to my ideas, in- 
dispensable duty, than by offering you a seat for the borough of 
Charlemont, your acceptance of which will be an obligation to 
me." Hardy* s Ufe of Lord Charlemont^ p. 862. 

When Mr. Sheridan died, a Mr* Jephson was chosen to suc- 
ceed him ; and en this occasion Lord Charlemont, in a letter 
dated January 23, 1704, says : ^* The borough of Charlemont 
elects Richard Jephson, a young man of excellent talents, and, 
as far as my strictest investigation can fathom, of sound prin- 
ciples. How far an untried man may succeed is a matter of mere 
hazard; but the peculiar cast of his abilities, joined to much 
diligence and great ardour, gives him, 1 think, an excellent 
chance. It is, besides, my opinion, that almost the only good 
efiect which can be derived from the present absurd system of 
borough representation is, the possibility of bringing forward 
joung men, who may become useful to tht^ir country; but who, 
without this resource, would probably be condemned to ** waste 
their sweetness in the desert ain" Ibid* p. 363. 
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cred trust held for the benefit of his country ; and 
instead of bartering away that trust, his choice fell 
upon the most upright and able persons ; and, in 
some cases, upon gentlemen with whom he ap- 
pears to have hardly had a personal acquaintance.* 
Such instances, however, are rare in Ireland : the 
flame of patriotism burns there with a feeble light ; 
and the spirit of interest prevails so much, and so 
deadens every generous feeling, that the eloquence 
of the most captivating popular speaker, were it 
exerted among Irish freeholders, would be heard 
without emotion, and without being able to pro- 
cure a single vote. Were education as well as 
property made a test of qualification, would it not 
be an improvement of the system ? The same re- 
gulation might be extended to the candidate with 
the happiest effects. 

* Tke family of Charleoiont must ever feel iodebCed to Mr* 
Hardy for the manner in which he has laid before the public the 
many excellent traits in the character of the late earl. 
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No. I. 



CORRECT TABLE 



OF 



PA RLTA MENTA RY PA TRONA GE 



IN 



ENGLAND AND WALES. 



1. PATRONAGE OF PEERS. 



Names 
of PaUons. 



Prince of Wales 
Dak« of Norfolk 



Richmond 



Grafton 



Beaufort 



Leeds 
Bedford 



Nominate 
Members. 



2 Steyning 
2 Arundel 
2 Horsham 



Influence ti;e return 
of Members. 

2 Plymouth 
2 Hereford 
1 Gloster 
1 Carlisle 
1 Shoreham 
1 Sussex 
1 Chichester 



Total. 



1 Thetford 

1 St. Edmunds Bury 



2 Helstone 
2 Tavistock 



Devonshire 2 Knaresborough 



Marlborough 
Rutland 



2 Woodstock 

1 Bramber 
1 Scarborough 



1 Gloucestersh. 
1 Monmouthsh. 
1 Momouth 

1 Bedfordshire 

1 Bedford 

1 Derbyshire 

1 Derby 

1 Oxfordshire 

1 Oxford 

1 Leicestershire 

1 Cambridgesh. 

2 Cambridge 



11 



2 
4 



266 



PARUAMENTARY PATRONAGE 



[App. 



Nunea Koaiiiuita 

of Patroni. Memben. 

Duke of Portland 
•— «— Manchester 

Dacbefls of Dorset 2 East Grinsted 
Duke of Newcastle 2 Aldborough (York ) 

2 Boroughbridge 

m 

—Northumberland 2 Launceston 

2 Newport (Comw.) 
Mar. of Buckingham 2 Buckingham 

2 St. Mawes 
of Lansdown 2 Calne 
of Stafford 



Influtnce the retani 
of Mtmben. 



Townshend . 1 Tamworth 



2 Weobly 
2 Eye 

2 Orford 



of Bath 

Comwallis 

of Hertford 

of Bute 

of Exeter 

of Northampton 

Camden 

of Anglesea 2 Milbome Port 



Cholmondely 

Earl of Derby 



1 Castle Rising 



of Pembroke 2 Wilton 

of Bridgewater 

of Westmoreland 2 lime Regis 

ofThanet 1 Appleby 

of Sandwich 

^~ of Carlisle 



Nottinghamhs. 
Huntingdonsh. 

East Retford 
Newark 

Northnm. Co. 
Bttckinghams, 
Aylesbnry 

Slaflbrdshire 

ytchfield 

Newcastle 

(Sufford) 
BracUey 
Yarmouth 

(Norfolk) 
Bath 

Totness 

Cardiff 

Stamford 

Northampton 

Brecknocksh. 

Anglesea 

Carnarvon 

Lancashire 
Preston 

Brackley 



Toul. 

1 
I 
2 



} 
} 



Huntingdonsh. 

Huntingdon 

Morpeth 



} 



3 
2 
S 

1 
2 

1 
1 

4 

1 

2 

2 
1 
2 
1 

3 
1 
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Names 
of Patroni. 

Earl of Shaftesbary 
Paulet 

— of Bristol 

— of Portsmouth 

of Warwick 

of Buckinghams* 

— — Fitzwilliam 

— of Eg^remont 

of Guildford 

— of Hardwick 
of Darlington 



Nomlmte 
MeinlMra* 



rnfluenee the return 
of Member*. 

1 Dorchester 

2 Bridgfewater 



1 St.Edmunds Bury 



- of Radnor 

• Bathurst 

• of Aylesbury 

- of Clarendon 

- GrosTenor 

- of Mountedg- 
combe 



of Beverley 
of Onslow 
of Fowls 

Manvers 
of Orford 
of Lonsdale 



of Harrowby 
of Caledon 



1 Higham Ferrers 

2 Malton 



1 Ryegate 

2 Winchelsea 
2 Tregony 

2 Camelford 
2 Downton 
2 Cirencester 
2 Marlborough 
2 Great Bedwin 



1 Bossiny 
1 Fowey 

1 Plimpton 

2 Lestwithiel 
2 Beeralston 

1 Montgomeiy 

2 Bishops' Castle 



2 Cockermouth 
2 Haselmeie 

1 Appleby 

2 Old Sama 



Toul. , 
1 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 



1 Andoyer 
1 Warwick 
1 Lincoln 

1 Yorkshire 

2 Peterborough 
1 Sussex 
1 Chichester 
1 Banbury 1 
1 Cambridgeshire 2 
1 Durham (Co.) 

7 



1^ 



} 



1 Salisbury 



} 



1 Wotton Basset 
1 Chester 



2 Guildford 
2 Ludlow 



3 
2 



1 
1 



2 
2 



} 



1 Nottinghamshire 1 

1 Lynn I 
1 Cumberiand -% 

1 Carlisle S 9 

2 Westmoreland 3 

2 Tirerton 2 

2 



288 



PARUAMENTART PATRONAGE 



[ApP' 



Kamtt 

of Patrons. 

Eari Browolow 
— of St. GenntDS 

-p— of Mulg^raTo 

of Bradford 

— - of Harewood 

— * of Beancbamp 
Viscount Bolingbroke 

Falmoath 

Sydney 

Middleton 

Bulkeley 

Curzon 

Anson 



VoaunatM 
Iffembert. 

1 Clitheroe 

2 liskeard 

2 St. Germans 
1 Scarborough 
1 Wenlock 
1 Northallerton 



InJloence die return 
of Mraibers* 



Toul. 



Lord Clinton 

Petre 

— Middleton 
— — > Monson 
Foley 

Dynevor 

Somers 

— — Dundas 

— Yarborough 

— ^ Calthorpe 



1 St. Michael 
1 Whitchurch 
1 Whitchurch 
1 Beaumaris 
1 Clitheroe 

1 Ashburton 

2 Callington 



2 Droitwich 



1 Ryegate 

2 Richmond 

1 Newton (Hants) 






1 Yorkshire 

1 Pomfret 

1 Worcestershire 

1 Wotton Basset 

2 Truro 



I 



1 Camanronshire 



1 Litchfield 



} 



1 Thetford 

1 Newark 

1 Lincoln 

1 Worcestershire ^ 

1 Herefordshire 5 

1 Carmarthenshiie 



1 Lincolnshire 

2 Grimsby 



1 Hindoo 

1 Bramber 
De Dunstanville 2 Bodmin 
Cawdor 

Carrington 2 Midhurst 

2 WendoTer 
Northwick 

Total number of Members returned by 
Peers, in England and Wales on/y. 



5 



1 Penryn 
1 Carmarthen 
1 Nottingham 
1 Leicester 
1 Evesham 

eighty-seren 



> 

s 



I 

4 

1 
1 



I 
1 
3 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 



1 
1 
1 



1 
I 

2 



3 
1 

6 

1 



} 



218 
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2. PATRONAGE OF COMMONERS. 



Names 
of Patrons. 



N6mioate 
Members. 



luflueoce the return 
of Meinbers. 



Ag^ondesham 
Aldboroogh (Snff.) 



T. T. Drake, esq. 2 

SirC.C.DeCre8pig:ny2 

Mr. Ralph Etwall 

Sir Lawrence Paike 1 Ashbarton 

Lord GeorgeCaTendish 

Matthew Ro88elI,esq. 2 Bletchiogley 

Charles Palmer, esq. 

Mr. Roberts 

J. A.StuartWortley, 1 Bossiny 

esq. 
Sir Charles Morgan 

Thos. Whitmore, esq. 

Start, esq. 

Lord Lisbume 
Rich. Howard, esq. 1 
John Maitland, esq. 1 
Charles Brooke, esq. I 
The Rt. Hon. George 2 

Rose 
Henry Banks, esq. 1 
Rt. Hon. N. Bond I 
Hon. F. West 
Edward Coke, esq. 
Joshua Smith, esq. 
T. G. Estcourt, esq. 

PART II. VOL. IV. U 



Castle Rising 
Chippenham 
Chippenham 
Christchurch 

Corfe Castle 
Corfe Castle 



1 Andover 
1 Aylesbury 

1 Bath 
1 Bewdley 



1 MonmtQthsh. 

1 Brecknock 

2 Bridgenorth 
1 Bridport 

1 Cardigan 



1 Southampton 



1 Denbigh 
1 Derby 
1 Devizes 
1 Devizes 



Total. 

2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 



} 



} 



2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



1 
1 
1 
] 
1 
1 



380 



PARUAMENTARY PATfiONAGB 



|App. 



Nunes 




InfloeBCA the racon 


TBCml. 


of Patrons. 


Mcnben. 


of Monben. 




Rob. WilliamSy esq. 




1 Dorchester 


1 


Snowdon Barne, esq. 


1 Danwich 




1 


Lord Hantingfield 


1 Dunwich 




I 


Sir Edvard Bailer 


2 EutLooe 


■ 


2 


Sir Thomas Mostyn 




1 FlinUbire 


1 


Sir W. W. Wynne 




1 Montgomerysh. 


> 






1 Denbighshire 


h 






1 Flint 


} 


William Rashleigh 


1 Fowej 


■ 


1 


Sir Mark Wood 


2 GaUoi 




9 


Sir William Manners 2 UcheaUr 


1 GmtiMnii 


3 


Edward Milwaid 


2 Hastings 




a 


Lord Kensington 




I Harafoidvcst 


1 


Mr. L. IvesoB 




2 Hejdpn 


2 


Sit W. P. A'Court 


2 Heyteabuiy 




2 


Wm Beckfordy esq. 


1 Hmdon 




1 


Mr. Flood 




1 Honiton 


1 


Mr. Townsend 




1 QiNiiUNi 


1 


R. 4* Crickitty esq. 




1 Ipswich 


1 


Sir Christo. Hawkins 1 St. Michael 


2 Grampoond 


^ 




1 St. Ives 




Sam. Stepbeusy esq. 


1 St. Ives 




1 


SirM. B.Folkes 




1 Lynn 


1 


Mr. Coleman 




2 Leominster 


2 


Sir James Graham 


1 Ludgershall 




1 


J. H. Everett, esq. 


1 Ludgershall 




\ 


Sir H. B. Neale 


2 Lymington 






J. H. Stnitty esq. 




1 Maiden 


1 


Joseph Pitty esq. 


2 Malmsburj 


1 Cricklade 


3 


Owen Williams, esq. 


2 Marlow 






J. F. Luttrell, esq. 


2 Minehead 




2 


W. Ord, esq. 


1 Morpeth 




1 


Sir L.T.\V. Holmes 


2 Yarmouth (Hants) 


]' 




2 Newport (Hants) 




Thomas Leigh, esq. 


2 New town (Lancas 





2 



r(oX) lA* EN'GtAND ANb WAlfeS; 



• .\. 



Names 
of Pauroas. 

Sir John BanDgCon 
Henry Peirse, esq. 
Albany Savile, esq. 

t 

&T John OWen 

Hyhen JolISffe, eisq. 
P. T. Treby, esq. 
B. Lester, esq. 
John Jeffrey, esq. 
S. Horrocks, esq. 
Mr. Alderman Carter 
Miss Lawrence 
Sir Cholmondeley 

Deering 
Sir G. N. Noel 
T. P. Lambe, esq* 
John Bnller, esq. 



Kominate 
Members. 



laflaeDce the retarn 
of Members* 



1 Newtown (Hants) 



1 
2 



Northalerton 
Oakhampton 



1 



Petersfield 
Plympton 



2 
2 



Ripen 
Romney 



2 
2 
2 



1 
1 
2 
1 
1 



G. P. Jervoise^ esq. 
John Leach, esq. 
C. R. Ellis, esq. 
Johk Dyneley, esq. 
J. F. Barham, esq. 
George Porter, esq. 
Sir J. Cox Hippisley 
Sir Robert Peel 
Sir T. B. Lethbridc^e 
Sir Thos. Frankland 2 
Hon. W. J. V. {>awlett 
John Calcraft, esq. 2 
J. P. Tadway, esq. 
C. W. Forester, esq. 1 
Sir M. M. Lopez 2 
Sir G. F. Johnstone 4 



Rye 
Saltash 
West Looe 

Seaford 

Seaford 

Shaftsbnry 

Stockbridge 

Stockbridge 



291 

Total. 

i 
1 

2 



1 Pembrokeshire 
1 Pembroke 



1 Poole 
1 Poole 

1 Preston 

2 Portsmouth 



1 Rutlandshire 



1 Salisbuty 



1 Tamworth 



Thirsk 

Warebam 

Wenlock 
Westbury 
Weymouth and 
Meicombe Regis 
u2 



I Sudbury 
1 Taunten 
1 Totness 
I Wells 



} 



} 



} 



} 



2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 

2 

1 
2 



2 

4 
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Vamea 
of PatroDt* 

Sir R. H. Leigh 
John HodsoD, esq. 
Sir H. C. S. Mildmay 
Sir Thomas Baring 
Sir J. D. King 



Vomioate 
Mcnbcrt* 



InflaeoM tfie retora ToUl. 
of Memben. 



1 Wigan 

1 Wigan 

2 ^Tincheater 
1 High Wycomhe 
1 High Wycombe 



Total Dumber of Members retomed by ninety 
Commoners, in England and Wales only. 



} 



1 
1 
2 
1 
1 

137 



3. PATRONAGE OF GOVERNMENT. 



Treasnry 



Admiralty 



Ordnance 



2 Dartmouth 

1 Dover 

2 Harwich 
2 Hythe III 

1 Windsor 

2 Hampshire 
1 Yarmouth (Norfolk) 
1 Queenborough 

1 Rochester 

2 Sandwich 
1 Queenborough I 

Total number of Members returned by Government \ 

in England and Wales only, ^ 



No. I.] IN ENGLAND AND WALES. 293 



Total number of Members returned by eigbty-seven 1 



218 



Peers, in England and Wales only, 
Total number of Members returned by ninety } 

Commoners, in England and Wales only. 
Total number of Members returned by Government, 7 

in England and Wales only, 3 

Total number of Members returned by eigbty-seyen 

Peers, ninety Commoners, and Goyemment, in ^ 371 

England and Wales only. 



187 



16 



Oxford, Retford, Newcastle-under-Line, Totness, Tregony, 
Wotton Basset, and one member for St. Ives, were carried 
against tbe influence of tbe Patrons at tbe last general election ; 
but with the exception of Oxford and Newcastle, we are sorry to 
add, it was not the Amor Pairiie, nor the zeal of honest indepen- 
dence, that prevailed upon this occasion. 

Oxfordshire has, since the last general election, returned an 
independent member, after submitting to the nomination of the 
Duke of Marlborough for sixty-two years. 
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I. PATRONAGE OF PEERS. 



KamM of Pstroni. 

I 

DmK^ of H^BoihfMi 
DolLe of, Buccleogh 
MarqnU of Queensberij audi 
Earl of UopetouD 
Doke of baccleagh and 
Iff. DaodfiB of .An^iston 
l)^k|^ of Bwcle^gh. 



Win 



Gordon 
Argyll 

Athol 
Montrose 



Marquis of Queensberry 
Marchioness of Stafford 

Marquis of Bute 
Earl of Eglintoun 

of Home and 

Mr. Home, of Widderburne 
Earl of Galloway 



7 

s 



1. Luiark Couiity 
I DHOufnet Cunmif 



£duibui)gfi Coonty^ 
Ediabargh City 
&lkirk eounij 
Selkirk Dit^ct 
Aberdeen County 
Argyll County 
Ayr District 
Perth County 
Dumbarton County 
Sterling County 
Dumfries District 
Sutherland County 
Tain District 
Bute County 
Ayr County 

Berwick County 

Kirkcudbright County 
Wigtown County 
Stranraer District 



Haul. 

1 



I- 



} 



] 



} 



1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 
1 



I 
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IN SCOTLATJD. 
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Names of Patrons. 

£arl of f^uderdale 

of Kintore and 

of Fife 

• — of Seafield 
•-^-* of Hbpetoon 



«-*- of Minto 
Lord Dandas and 
Sir William Honyman 
Baroness Abercromby 
Lord Cawdor 



Inflocnce. 

1 HadingioQ District 

?1 Banff iMst net 

1 ^gin Comity 
1 Hadington County 
1 Linlitbgow Couitty 
^ 1' Stirling District 
1 Roxborgfa County 

> 1 Orkney County 

1 Gackmonnan County 
1 Nairn County 



Total. 
1 

1 

1 



Total returned by twenty-one Peers and Peeresbes 



1 
1 

31 



2. PATRONAGE OF COMMONERS. 



Sir George Abercromby 
General Wemyss 
Hon. William Maule 
Charles Grant, esq. 

Mr. Barclay, of Urie 
Sir James Montgomery 
Sir Michael Shaw Stewart 
Late Lord Seaforth*s Heir 
James Farquhar, esq. 
Sir John Anstruther 
Sir John Maxwell and 
Archibald Campbell, esq. 
General Ferguson 
Sir David Wedderbnme 



} 



1 Banff County 
1 Fife County 
1 Forfar County 
1 Inverness County 
1 Inverness District 
1 Kincardine County 
1 Peebles County 
1 Renfrew! County 
1 Ross County 
1 Aberdeen District 
1 Anstruther District 



1 Glasgow District 



1 Kinghom District 
1 Perth District ' 



Total returned by fourteen Commoners 
By twenty-one Peers and Peeresses 



} 



3] 
45 



'I'.i- 



:>'■ 



Ik 



2^ PARLIAMENTARY PATRONAGE, kc [App. 

When the county of Caithness returns a member^ he is nomi- 
nated by Sir John Sinclair. The county of Cromarty is under 
the influence of Henry Davidson, esq. ; and Che county of Kin- 
ross, of Thomas Graham, esq. 

The Treasury have a contreling^ inflaence nearly orer the 
whole of the Scotch representation. The late Lord Melville 
always boasted, that he conld return thirty-nine out of forty- 
five who represented the whole kingdom of Scotland ! The 
Duke of Montrose is now considered as the patron-geneial, for 
the Treasury of all Scotland* 




No. III. 

CORRECT TABLE 

OF 

PARLIAMENTARY PATRONAGE 

IK 

IRELAND. 

1. PATRONAGE OF PEERS. 



Arcbbisb, of Annafh 1 Armagb City 

Duke of LeioBlei 

' ftrDeTopahire 

Marqois of Wsterfordl Colerain 

• of DowBibire 

of Dooegal 1 Belfa 

ofHetdfort 

ofSliga 

of Ely 1 Wtt 

- — of AbeiGon 

— of Hertford 1 lisbi 
Ear) of Ormoyde 



1 Kildare 

1 DuDgarron 

1 LoDdonderry (Co. ) , 

1 Waterford [Co.) I ' 

2 Down (CouDiy) 

1 Meatb (Couoly) 
1 Mayo [CoDDty) 



1 



— - of Craaard 

Fitiwilliam 

— of Beuboreogh 



1 Donegal (Co.) ) 
1 Tyrone (Co.) i 
1 Antrim (County) 2 
1 Kilkenny (Co.) 1 
1 Kilkenny [City] ) 

1 Lonffbrd (County) 1 

2 Wicklow [County) 2 
1 Kilkenny (Counlyl 1 



• 



PARLUHENTARY PATRONAGE [App. 





1 Y<i^d 


1 Cork |Co.M,l 2 


•TRodta 


1 DBkaU 


1 LoBth (Count;) 2 


— rfU-Sfcri 




1 Wcstinutli 1 






1 


•fFuUw 




1 r.™ 1 


— aTEuiiLilla 


1 EuiitjUn 


1 Firaau|ii i 


aiOn 




1 liaokk {CkiijI I 






1 Lood«>knT (Co.) I 


— rfC»,i,ta. 




lCl»re|Co.l ) 
1 Do«pl (Co) i ' 






— ofLuiir 




1 r.p,=»jic.«iii) 1 


— 0->d 




1 ABUiB(CNllj] 1 


^Baitt 


I Ilul^Ki^ 


1 






ic«k(ca,) 1 


— afRMK 




lIi.,'.C«<, 1 
1 UifM ((i.) J 






— cfCbikiiBe 




1 si^iCair s 


— ttGmf»i4 




iA»,k(0»iri 1 


Tacm.i D.a» 




lU^lfkmt) I 



1 Dswspstik^ 



>Kfiir(OMir) 




3-.T-- 



No. 1II.1 



RuHoD.JobiiFoi-^: 
Merryn ArrfacLi. tn^, 
Rt. Hod. D. B. Di-T I Ci_ 

John L^i'jbci-f. ^— : 

Mr. Souib 
Mr. C«»?t: 

Owtn Wisit. =*^ 1 *L^. ZMi-mp 

RLl]C4i.n'&.bu-«T. ; C-iiiMBitll 
Mr. P*b»TU.'.ir- : .HHBir.-^be. 

Mr. Rocbfon 
Rl Ucm.Ws..HktA. 1 ^-jiuDM 

cock 
Mr. TmicdIub 1 >^ bis 

MooDliford 1 m^lkiii, 
«q. 




300 PARLIAMENTARY PATRONAGE, kc [App. 



RECAPITULATION. 



Membere retnraed by 87 Peers in Eng^land and Wales 218 

By 21 Peers ia Scotland 31 

By 36 Peers in Ireland 51 

Total returned by Peers 300 

Members returned by 90 Commoners in England and ) ,' 

Wales 5 ^ 

By 14 Commoners in Scotland 14 

By 19 Commoners in Ireland 20 

Nominated by Government 16 

Total returned by Commoners and GoyerBmeot 187 

Total returned by nomination 487 

Independent of nomination 171 

Total of the House of Commons G58 



/ 



No. IV. 



CORRECT TABLE 



OF THB 



COUNTIES, CITIES, AND BOROUGHS 



OF 



GREAT BRITAIN; 

Shewing the period at which each City and Borough first sent 
Members to Parliament; the time that each of the existing 
Boroughs have been deprived of their exclusive rights; and the 
different reigns in which they have been restored. 



Counties, 


When Wliea 


When 


« 


Cities, and Boronghi. 


first summoned. diacontiaiied. 


restored. 




Bedfordshire 


ab origine 






Bedford 


23 Edward 1 






Berkshire 


ab origine 


• 




Windsor 


30 Edward 1 14 Edward 3 


25 Henry 


6 


Reading 


23 Edward 1 






Wallingford 


23 Edward 1 






Abingdon 


11 Edward 3 12 Edward 3 


4&5P.&M 


Buckinghamshire 


ab origine. 






Buckingham 


11 Edward 3 12 Edward 3 


36 Henry 


8 


Wycomb 


28 Edward 1 






Aylesbury 


1 Mary 






Agmondesham 


28 Edward 1 2 Edward 2 


21 James 


1 


Wendover 


28 Edward 1 2 Edward 2 


21 James 


1 


Marlow 


28 Edward 1 2 Edward 2 


21 James 


1 


Cambridgeshire 


ab origine 







902 COUNTIES, CITIES, AND BOROUGHS, [App. 



Gonnties, 


When Wh«n 


When 


Cities, and Boroughs. 


first summoned. discontinued. 


rtttored. 


Cambridge Uni- 


• 1 James 1 




versity 






Cambridge Town 23 Edward 1 




Cheshire 


34 Hdnry 8 




Chester 


34 Henry 8 




Cemwall 


ab origine 




Lamieestoti 


23 Edward 1 




Leskeard 


23 Edward 1 




Lestwithiel 


23 Edward 1 24 Edward 1 


4 Edward 2 


Traro 


23 Bdwaid 1 




Bodmin 


23 Edward 1 




Helston 


23 Edward 1 




Saltaah 


6 iBdward 6 




Camelford 


6 Edward 6 




Wflstlooe 


6 Edward 6 

• 




Grampoand 


7 Edward 6 




Eastlooe 


14 Edward 3 V^ Edward 3 


13 Elizabeth 


Penxyn 


7 Edward 6 




Tregonjr 


23 Edward 1 24 Edward 1 


5 Elizabeth 


Bossiney 


7 Edward 6 




St. Ives 


4&5P.&M. 




Fowey 


14 Edward 2 15 Edward 2 


13 Elizabeth 


St. Germains 


5 Elizabeth 




St. Michael 


7 Edward 6 




Newport 


7 Edward 6 




St. Maw*s 


5 Elizabefh 




Callington 


27 tllizabetb 




Cumberland 


ab origine 




Carlisle 


23 Edward 1 




Cockermouth 


23 Edward 1 24 Edward 1 


16 Chatks I 


Derbyshire 


ab origine 




Derby 


23 Edward 1 




Devonshire 


ab origine 




Exeter 


23 Edward 1 




Totness 


23 Edward 1 
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Covnlim, 


When When 


When 


Cities, and Boroughs. 


first sammooed. diicontinaed. 


ratored. 


PYjrmouHi 


26 £dward 1 14 Edward 3 


20 Edward 6 


Oakbampton 


28 Edward 1 7 Edward 2 


16 Chariea 1 


Barnstaple 


2S Edward 1 




Plympton 


23 Edward 1 




HonitOD 


26 Edward 1 4 Edward 2 


16 Chariea 1 


Tavistock 


23 Edward 1 19 Edward 2 


4 Edward 3 


Ashburton 


26 Edward 1 8 Henry 4 


16 Charles 1 


Dartmouth 


26 Edward 1 27 Edward 1 


24 Edward 3 


Berealston 


27 Elizabeth 




Tiverton 


13 James 1 




Dorset 


ab origine 




Pode 


14 Edward 3 42 Edward 3 


31 Henry 6 


Dorchester 


23 Edward 1 




Lyme Regis 


23 Edward 1 




Wejmouth 


12 Edward 2 13 Edward 2 


9 Edward 3 


Melcombe Regis 


1 8 Edward 2 




Bridport 


23 Edward 1 




Shaftsbury 


23 Edward 1 




Wareham 


30 Edward 1 7 Edward 2 


2 Edward 3 


Corfe Castle 


14 Elizabeth 




Durham County 


30 Charles 2 




Durham City 


30 Charles 2 




Essex 


ab origine 




Maiden 


2 Edward 3 




Harwich 


17 Edward 3 18 Edward 3 


12 James 1 


Colchester 


23 Edward 1 




Gloucestershire 


ab origine 




Gloucester 


23 Edward 1 




Cirencester 


13 Elizabeth 




Tewkesbury 


7 James 1 




Hampshire 


ab origine ^ 




Winchester 


23 Edward 1 




Southampton 


23 Edward 1 




Portsmouth 


23 Edward 1 




Yarmouth 


23 Edward 1 24 Edward 1 


27 Elizabeth 
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Ooantiet, 
Cltic», And Boroughs. 

Newport 
New Town 
Petersfield 
Stockbridg^ 
Christchnrcb 
Lymiogton 
Whitcharcli 
AndoTer 
Herefordshire 
Hereford 
Leominster 

Weobly 
Hertfordshire 

St. Alban*8 

Hertford 
Huntingdonshire 

Huntingdon 

Kent 
Canterbory 
Rocbester 

Maidstone 

Queenborougb 
Lancashire 

Lancaster 

Newtown 

Wigan 

Clitberoe 

Liverpool 

Preston 
Leicestershire 

Leicester 
Lincolnshire 
Lincoln 
Boston 
Grimsby 



Wb«n 
first sammooedL 



When 
discontinued. 



When 
restored. 



27 Elizabeth 



1 Edward 6 



3 Edward 2 27 Elizabeth 



1 Edward 2 15 Charles 1 



9 Edward 3 
6 Edward 3 



1 Edward 6 
21 Janes 1 



23 Edward 1 24 Edward 1 

27 Elizabeth 

35 Edward 1 36 Edward 

1 Elizabeth 
35 Edward 1 3 Edward 2 13 Elizabeth 

27 Elizabeth 
27 Elizabeth 
23 Edward 1 
ib origine 
23 Edward 1 
23 Edward 1 
23 Edward 1 
ab origine 
35 Edward 1 
23 Edward 1 
ab origine 
23 Edward 1 
ab origine 
23 Edward 1 
23 Edward 1 

Edward 6 
13 Elizabeth 
ab origine 
23 Edward 1 5 Edward 3 1 Edward 6 

1 Elizabeth 
23 Edward 1 36 Edward 1 1 Edward 6 

1 Elizabeth 
23 Edward 1 
23 Edward 1 
ab origine 
23 Edward 1 
ab origine 
49 Henry 3 

11 Edward 3 28 Edward 3 
23 Edward 1 



Mary 



2 Elizabeth 



36 Edward 1 
2 Edward 2 



1 Edward 6 
1 Edward 6 



1 Edward 6 
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Slamford 

GraDthara 
Middlesex 

London 

Westminster 
Monmoulhsh'tTe 

MooDioutti 
Hor/olk 

Norwich 

Lynn Wtgis 

YRTmouth 

Tbetfoid 

Caetle Rising 
liorlhamplonxhire 

I'eterboroacb 

NorlliBiiipl<jn 

Brackley 

Higliam Ferrers 
KoTthvmbertand 

Newcastle 

Morpeth 

Berwick 
Tiottin^hamihire 

Nottingham 

East Retford 

OxfoTdsktTe 

Ozfoid Univctsiiy 

City 

Woodstock 

Banbury 
Rutlandshire 
Salop 

Shrewsbury 

Bridgenorth 

PART II. vol. IV. 



23 Edward 1 12 Edward 3 1 Edward 

2 Edward 4 
»b ori^ue 
49 Heni; 3 

1 Edward G 
27 Henry 8 
27 Henry 8 
ab origin* 
23 Edward 1 
23 Edward 1 
23 Edward 1 

1 Edward G 

5 P. and M. 
ab origini: 

1 Edward C 
23 Edward 1 

1 Edward 6 

28t3P.JtM. 
ab oiigine 
23 Edward 1 

Henry 8 

23 Edward 1 

9 Edward 2 10 Edward 2 13 Elizab« 
20 Charles 2 
ab origine 
James 1 
Edward I 
30 Edward 1 34 Edward 1 1 Mary 

I Mary 
ab origins 
ab origine 
23 Edward I 
23 E<lward 1 
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Connties, 
Cities, and Borooght. 

Ludlow 
Wenlock 
Bishop's Castle 
Somersetshire 
Bristol 
Bath 
Wells 
Taonton 
Bridg^water 
Minehead 
Ilchester 

Milborne Port 
Stcffwrdihire 

Litchfield 

Stafford 

Newcastle 

Tamworth 
S^ffo^k 

Ipswich 

Dunwich 

Orford 

Aldborough 

Sudbury 

£je 



Whea 
first summoiMd. 



When 
ditooDCiiiiiM. 



Whtn 
mtoTfti* 



12 Edward 4 
18 Edward 4 
15 Elizabeth 
ab origiue 

23 Edwaid 1 
23 Edwaid 1 
23 Edward I 
23 Edward 1 
23 Edward 1 
1 Elizabeth 
23 Edward I 35 Edward 3 1ft Edward 4 

13 Edward 4 18 JaoMt 1 

26 Edwaid 1 86 Edwaid 1 16 Chailes 1 
ab ori^ne 

33 Edward 1 28 Edwaid 3 1 Edward 6 
23 Edwaid 1 

27 Edwaid 3 
5 Elizabeth 

ab online 
23 Edwaid 1 
23 Edward 1 
23 Edward 1 

13 Elizabeth 
1 Elizabeth 

13 Elizabeth 



1 Edward 2 Henry 8 



St.Hdmunds^Bury 4 James 1 



Surry 
Southwark 
Bletchingley 
Ryeg^ate 
Guildford 
Gatton 
Haslemere 

Sussex 

Chichester 



ab engine 
uncertain 
23 Edward 1 
23 Edward 1 
23 Edward 1 
29 Henry 6 
27 Elizabeth 
ab origine 
23 Edward 1 
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ConDlin, 


When Wlien 


When 


CitiaB, and Boroaslis. 


fint snimnoned. disconUoucJ. 


mtored. 


Horsbam 


23 Edward 1 




Medharat 


4 Edward 2 




Lewe8 


23 Edward 1 




New Sboreham 


23 Edward 1 




Bramber 


23 Edward 1 24 Edward 1 


31 Henry 


SteyDing 


4 Edward 2 5 Edward 2 


31 Henry 6 


East Grinstead 


1 Edward 2 




Arundel 


23 Edward 1 




Warwickshire 


ab origine 




Coventry 


23 Edward 1 28 Edward 1 


8 Edward 2 




25 Edward 3 


31 Henry 6 


Warwick 


23 Edward 1 




Westmoreland 


ab origine 




Appleby 


23 Edward I 




Wiltshire 


ab origine 




Salisbury 


23 Edward i 




Wiltoq 


23 Edward 1 




Dowoton 


23 Edward 1 39 Edward 3 


1 Henry 


•■ 


2 Henry 5 


20 Henry 6 


Hinden 


27 Henry 6 




Heytesbury 


27 Henry 6 


• 


Westbury 


27 Henry 6 




Cahie 


23 Edward 1 2 Edward 2 


34 Edward 2 




37 Edward 3 


2 Richard 2 


Devizes 


28 Edward 1 20 Edward 2 


4 Edward 3 


Cbippenbam 


23 Edward I 5 Edward 3 


2 Richard 2 




3 Ricbard 2 


12 Henry 6 


Malmsbury 


23 Edward 1 




Cricklade 


23 Edward 1 1 Edward 2 


20 Edward 2 




21 Edward 2 


Edward 3 




Richard 2 


1 Henry 4 




10 Henry 5 


Henry 6 


Great Bedwin 


23 Edward 1 Edward 2 


36 Edward 3 




38 Edward 3 


7 Richard 2 




1 Henry 4 


9 Henry 5 



x2 



ao8 
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CouDtirs, 


When Whea 


When 


Cities, aud Boroughs. 


first summoned. diseontinued. 


reitored. 


Ludgershall 


23 Edward 1 4 Edward 2 


1 Edward 3 




4 Edward 3 


9 Richard 2 




10 Richard 2 


9 Henry 5 


Old Sarum 


23 Edward 1 24 Edward 1 


34 Edward 3 


Wottou Hasset 


25 Henry G 




Marlborough 


23 Edward 1 




Worcestershire 


• 

ab origine 




Worcester 


23 Edward 1 




Droitwich 


23 Edward 1 5 Edward 2 


2 P. & M. 


ETesbam 


23 Edward 1 24 Edward 1 


1 James 1 


Bewdley 


James 1 




Yorkshire 


ab origine 




York 


43 Heniy 3 


1 


Hull 


33 Edward 1 34 Edward 1 


12 Edwaid 2 


Knaresborough 


1 Mary 




Scarborough 


23 Edward 1 




Kippon 


23 Edward 1 24 Edward 1 


1 Edward 2 




3 Edward 2 


1 Maiy 


Hey don 


23 Edward 1 24 Edward 1 


1 Edward 6 


Bo rough bridge 


1 Mary 




Aid borough 


5 P. & M. 




Mullon 


• 2^3 Edward 1 27 Edward 1 


15 Chailt^ 1 


Thirsk 


23 Edward 1 24 Edward 1 


7 Edward 


Beveilty 


23 Edward 1 1 Edward 2 


5 Elizabeth 


Northallerton 


36 Edward 1 27 Edward 1 


15 Charles 1 


Poiitefiact 


23 Edward 1 27 Edward 1 


19 James 1 


Richmond 


27 Elizabeth 




Cinque Ports 






Hastings 


42 Edward 3 




Dover 


42 Edward 3 




Sandwich 


42 Edward 3 




Hyth« 


42 Edward 3 




New Roinney 


42 Edward 3 
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OouDtief, 


Wlien When 


When 


CitiM, and Boroughs. 


first samrooned. discontinued. 


restored. 


Rye 


42 Edward 3 




Winchelsea 


42 Edward 3 




Seaford 


26 Edward I 31 Edward 1 


10 Edward 2 




22 Edward 2 


1 Henry 4 




5 Henry 4 


16 Charles 1 



WALES. 



Counties, 
Cities, and Boroughs. 



Fust 
Summoned. 






Twelve Counties 

12 Members f «« o 
Twelve Boroughs 1 ^ 

12 Members ^ 



SCOTLAND. 



Thirty Counties 
30 Members 

Fifteen Borongl 
15 Members 




6 Anne 



IRELAND. 



Thirty-two Couns.") 
64 Members 

Two Cities 
4 Members 

Vniversity and 

Thirty-one Towns 

and Boroughs 
32 Mtmbers J 



>36 George 3 
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Hairing concluded the History of the Boroughs thai at present 
return Members to Parliament, we think it highly important to 
add a list of those wliich sent members in different reigns, from 
that of Edward 1. to the present time ; describing the different 
periods at which they sent members, as is proved by the writs 
fitill extant , to which We shall also add, the name of such bo- 
roughs and towns as are so distinguished in their charters, and 
occur in the patent rolls and other records, which were doubtless 
parliamentary boroughs in the time of the Saxons, if not at later 
periods ; — though no returns are to be found at the present time : 
and which, if restored, would constitute a parliament nearly as 
numerous as the present borough representation, and the con- 
stituent body be infinitely more numerous and respectable : and 
we conceive they have an equal claim with all the other bo- 
lOughs which have been discontinued and restored. 



Counlies. 


Boroughs* 


Summoned. 


nisconUoued. 


Bedfordshire 


Dunstable 


4 Edward 2 


11 Edward 3 


Berkshire 


Newbury 


30 Edward 1 


31 Edward 1 


Cambridgesh 


. Ely 


23 Edward 1 


27 Edward 3 


Cernwall 


Polurun 


11 Edward 3 


12 Edward 3 


Cumberland 


Egremont 


23 Edward I 


24 Edward 1 


Devonshire 


Bradnesham 


6 Edward 2 


7 Edward 2 




Crediton 


85 Edward 1 


36 Edward 1 




Exmouth 


14 Edward 3 


15 Edward 3 




FreraingloQ 


6 Edward 3 


7 Edward 3 




Liddeford 


28 Edward 1 


30 Edward 1 




Mod bury 


34 Edward 1 


35 Edward 1 




South Moulton 


30 Edward 1 


31 Edward 1 




Teignmoulh 


14 E«l\vr:ni 3 


15 Edward 3 




Toirington 


23 Edward 1 


45 Edward 3 


Dorsfctbhire 


Blandford 


23 Edward 1 


22 Edward 3 




Sherborn 


11 Edward 3 


12 Edward 3 


Essex 


Chelmsford 


11 Edward 3 


12 Edward 3 
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CounUes. 

Hampshire 



Herefordftbire 



Hertfordshire 

Keut 

Lancashire 

Leicestershire 

Lincolashire 

Northumberl. 

Oxfordshire 



Semersetsbire 



Saffolk 
Surry County 

WilUbire 



BoroQght. 

Alresford 
Alton 

Basingstoke 
Farebam 
Odiham 
Orerton 
Bromyard 
Ledbury 
Ross 

Berkbamstead 
Stortefort 
Greenwich 
Tunbridge 
Manchester 
Melton Mowbray 
Spalding 
Way I) fleet 
Bamberg 
Corbigg 

Burford 

Chipping Norton 

Doddington 

Witney 

Axbridge 

Chard 

Dunster 

Glastonbury 

Langport 

Montacnte 

Stoke Curcy 

Watchet 

Were 

Yarmouth Panra 

Famham 

Kingston upon Tha. 

BouUbrd 



Sumniooed. 

23 Edward 1 
23 Edward 1 
23 Edward 1 
34 Edward 1 
28 Edward 1 
23 Edward 1 

33 Edward 1 
23 Edward 1 
33 Edward 1 
11 Edward 3 

4 Edward 2 
4&5P.&M. 
23 Edward 1 
Commonwea. 
11 Edward 3 
11 Edward 3 

11 Edward 3 
23 Edward 1 
23 Edward 1 

34 Edward 1 
28 Edward 1 
30 Edward 1 

33 Edward 1 
23 Edward 1 
28 Edward 1 

34 Edward 3 

12 Edward 3 
33 Edward 1 

33 Edward 1 

34 Edward 3 
30 Edward 1 
34 Edwanl 1 
11 Edward 3 

4 Edward 2 

4 Edward 2 

23 Edwaid 1 



Discoutinned. 

35 Edward 1 
4 Edward 2 
4 Edward 2 

3C Edward 1 

36 Edward 1 

2 Edward 2 
34 Edwaid 1 
34 Edward 1 

34 Edward 1 
15 Edward 3 
15 Edward 3 

6 P. & M. 
24 Edward 1 

12 Edward 3 
12 Edward 3 

12 Edward 3 
24 Edward 1 
24 Edward 1 

35 Edward 1 
34 Edward 1 

34 Edward 1 
5 Edward 3 

17 Edward 3 

3 Edward 3 

35 Edward 3 

13 Edward 3 

36 Edward 1 

34 Edward 1 

35 Edward 3 
31 Edward 1 

36 Edward 1 
12 Edward 3 
38 Henry 6 
47 Edward 3 
24 Edward 1 
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BOROUGHS 



[A 



Counties. Boroughs. 

Wiltshire Mere 

High worth 

Worcestersh. BromsgroTC 

Dodley 
Kidderminster 
Pershore 

Yorkshire Doncaster 

Jervale 
Pickering 
Ravenser 
Tykhnll 
Halifax 
Whitby 
Leeds 

Calais in France 



Summoned. 

23 Edward 1 

26 Edward 1 
23 Edward 1 
23 Edward 1 
23 Edward 1 
23 Edward 1 
23 Edward 1 
23 Edward 1 
23 Edward 1 
33 Edward 1 
23 Edward 1 
Commonwea. 
Commonwea* 
Commonwea. 

27 Henry 8 



DbcontinaeJ. 

1 Edward 2 
27 Edward 4 
24 Edward 1 
24 Edward 1 
24 Edward 1 
24 Edward 1 
24 Edward I 
24 Edward 1 
24 Edwaid I 
12 Edward 3 
24 Edward 1 



3 P. & M. 



In all sixty-eight boroughs which sent members to parlia- 
ment in different reigns, and are now deprived of that invaluable 
right ; beside which we find ninety-seven other boroughs which 
have charters, and have most probably sent members at some 
former period since the reign of Edward 1., but for which no 
summonses are to be found, though they were unquestionably 
parliamentary boroughs in the time of the Saxon monarchy, 
when every borough in England was represented, as well as the 
rural tythings, who chose their representatives in the county 
courts. 



Counties. 

Berkshire 

Cambridgeshire 

Chester 



Boroagbs. 

Thatcham 

Wisbeach 

Altringham 

Congleton 

Macclesfield 

Middlewich 
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Coanties. 

Cornwall 



Derby 

DeTODshire 



Dorsetshire 



Durham 



Essex 



Gloucestershire 



Boroaghs. 

Botreaux Castle 
Crofthole 
Kilkhamptoo 
Milbroek 
Padstow 
Bakewell 
Chesterfield 
•fiidyford 
Bampton 
Cbadlington 
Chalveley 
Cholinley 
Comworlby, 
Denbery 
Hartland 
Ilford Combe 
Keneford 
Kingsbridge 
MilvertoD 
Newton-Abbas 
Pepelford 
Sampford Peverel 
Seal 

Twikebere 
Thalampton 
Bere 

Winbnrnminster 

Milton 

Bernard *s Castle 

Haitlepool 

Stockton 

Sunderland 

Bradfield 

Rawleigh 

Thaxted 

ATening 



ai4 



BOROUGHS 



[Apr. 



Couuum 

Gloac6$UfBbire 



Heiefoidbbiie 



HuntiDgdon 

Kent 

Monmouthshife 



NorthamptoDsbire 

Norfolk 
Nortbumberland 



Salop 



Sonieibetbbire 



Boroa^h*. 

Beikley 

St. Berwalds 

Cbipping Campden 

Chelteobam 

Frampton 

Letch lade 

Newnham 

Chipping Sodburjr 

Tetbuiy 

Thornbury 

Wot touunde ridge 

Ewias Lacy 

Pembridge 

Wigmore 

GodmaRcbester 

Deal 

Abergavenny 

Caerleon 

Chepstow 

Newport 

Uske 

Daventry 

Rotbewell 

Be may 

Alnmouth 

Alnwick 

Harbottle 

WarnmoQth 

Clebury 

Lidbam 

Oswestry 

Worth am 

Worthing 

SomertoQ 

Wellington 

Wincanton 
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Coootiet. 


Boroaght. 


Sonersetshire 


YeoviU 


Soatfaampton 


Porchester 




Ramsey 




WestoTOr 


Stafibrdshire 


Betely 




Burton-Qpon-TKent 




Tutbary 




Walsall 


Soffolk 


Buiigey 




Badesdale 




Clare 




Mendlesbam 


Sorry 


Langborst 


Sussex 


Peveosey 


Warwick 


Birmingham 




Stratford-vpon-AToii 


Westmoreland 


Kendall 


York 


Leeds 




Skelton 
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Lambert, in bis perambolation of Kent, reckons near forty 
places in tbe Latb of St. Augustine, under tbe denomination of 
boroughs, which being now villages we omit — as Brown Willis 
does several corporations in that and other counties, because he 
does not meet with them under the stile of ancient boroughs : 
and in Wales we meet with near twenty boroughs ; but as they 
are most of them included in the sberiflTs precept foi' choosing 
the members of the shire towns, they will be found in the His- 
tory of the Welch representation. 

It may be concluded that all corporations or boroughs had an 
inherent right to representation, if they had been desirous to 
have exerted it ; but as that franchise was formerly expensive, 
they no doubt industriously declined it. 

As Agmondesham^ Marlow^ and Wendover^ in the county of 
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Bockingham, were restored upon petition to Parliament^ on tbe 
4th May, 1624, to tbe priTilege of sending representatives ; after 
having lost that right from the 2nd of Edward 11. until the 2l8t 
of James I., a period of four hundred jears : — we conceive the 
above boroughs to have an equal claim to the same justice. 

By the above tables it appears, that one hundred and sixty- 
four boroughs, exclusive of Calais in France, which formerly sent 
members to Parliament, are now disfranchised ; and that bo« 
roughs have been created and annihilated from the reign of Ed« 
ward I. to that of Charles II. inclusive, at the caprice of each 
successive monarch. We may here be allowed to ask the ene- 
mies of reform, whether the constitution would receive a greater 
injury from the disfranchisement of Old Sarum, Gatton> Castle 
Rising, or Midhurst, than it has at present susfained from the 
disqualification of Leeds or Manchester? It surely becomes 
accessary to abolish the existing rotten boroughs ; or, according 
to the argument of our opponents, to make the constitution 
complete, by restoring tbe one hundred and sixty-foar which 
have been discontinued. 



No. V. 



EQUAL REPRESENTATION 



er 



THE PEOPLE 



IN TUE 



TIME OF THE COMMONWEALTH: 

A List of the Parliamenty consisting of the Knights of the Conn- 
tiesy Citizens of the Cities, Burgesses of the Boroughs and 
Towns, and Barons of the Cinque Ports of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, began at Westminster, Sept. 3, 1654^ and held to 
January 2*2, following, in which all the Rotten Boroughs were 
omitted. 



Bedfordshire 



Bedford Town 



Berkshire 



Abingdon 
Reading 



Sir William Boteler, knt. 
John Harrey, esq. 
Edmund Wingate, esq. 
John Neal, esq. 
Samuel Bedford, esq. 
Bulstrode Whitlock, one of the 

Lords Commissioners of the 

Great Seal 
George Purefoy, esq. 
Edmund Dunch, esq. 
Sir Robert Pye, knt. 
John Dunch, esq. 
John Southby, esq. 
Thomas. Holt, esq. 
Robert Hammond, esq. 



G 
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BMckinghanuhire 



BackiDgham Town 
Aylesbury 
Chipping Wycombe 
CamhridgeMre 



Cambridge (Town) 

Cambridge (Univ.) 
Isle of Ely 



Cheshire 



Chester (City) 
Cornwall 



DuDbeved al, 
T^unreston 



} 



Bnlstrode Whitlock, one of tbe 

Lords Commissioners of the 

Great Seal. 
Sir Richard Pigot» knt. 
Richard Ingoldsby, esq. 
Richard Greenville, esq. 
George Fleetwood, esq. 
T. Francis Ingoldsby, esq. 
Henry Phillips, esq. 
Thomas Scot 
John Desbrow, esq« 
Francis Russel, esq. 
Henry Pickering, esq. 
Robert Castel, esq. 
Richard Timbs, Alderman, of 

Cambridge 
Lord Henry Cromwell 
John Thnrloe, esq., secretar}' of 

state 
George Glapthom, esq. 
John Bradshaw, sergeant at law. 

Chief Justice of Chester 
Sir George Booth, bart. 
Henry Brook, esq. 
John Crew, of Ukinton, esq. 
Charies Walley, esq. 
Thomas Gewen, esq. 
Anthony NichoU, esq. 
Thomas Ceeley, esq. 
Richard Carter, esq. 
Anthony Rous, esq. 
James Lannce, esq. 
Walter Moyle, esq. 
Charles Boscawen, esq. 

Robert Bennett esq. 



H 



s 



6 
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Truro 


Francis Rous, esq. 


Penryn 


John Fox, esq. 


Cumberland 


Charles Howard, esq. 




William Brisco, esq. 


Carlisle (City) 


Colonel Thomas Fitck 


Derbyshire 


Nathaniel Bait on » esq. 




Thomas Sanders, esq. 




Edwtfd Gill, esq. 




John Gellf esq. 


Derby (Town) 


Gerrasa Bennet, esq. 


Devonshire 


Robert Roll, esq. 




Arthur Upton, esq. 




Thomas Reynell, esq. 




William Morris, esq. 




John Hale, esq. 




William Bastard, esq. 




William Fry, esq. 




Thomas Sanders, esq. 




Sir John Northcot, bart. 




Henry Hatsel, esq. 




John Quick, esq. 


Exeter (City) 


Thomas Bamfield, esq. 




Thomas Gibbons, esq. 


Plymouth 


Christopher Ceeley, merchant 




William Yeo, esq. 


Dartmouth 


Thomas Boon, esq. 



11 



H 



Totness 


John Desbrowe, esq., one of the 




Generals at Sea 


Barnstable 


John Doddridge, esq. 


Tiferton 


Robert Shapcot 




Major John Blackmore 


Honiton 


Sir John Young, knt. 


Dorsetshire 


William Sydenham^ esq. 




John Bingham, esq. 




Sir Walter Eari, knt. 



»l 



\ 
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/ 



Dorchester 
Weymoath and 
Melcombe Reg^s 
Lfine Regis 

Pool 
Durham 

Durham (City) 
Essex 



Maiden 
Colchester 



Gloucestershire 



} 



Gloucester (City) 



John Fitzjames, esq. 
John Trenchard, esq. 
Henry Henley, esq. 
John Whiteway, esq. 

Dennis Bond, esq. 

Edmund Prideauz, esq. attorney- 
general. 

Sir Anthony Ashley Cooper, knt. 
and bart. 10 

Col. Robert Lilborne 

George Lilburu, osq. 

Anthony Smith, mercer 3 

Sir William Masham, bait. 

Sir Richard Everard, bart. 

Sir Thomas Honey wood, knt. 

Sir Thomas Bowes, knt. 

Henry Mildmay, esq. 

Thomas Coke, esq. 

Carew Mildmay, esq. 

Dionysius Wakening, esq. 

Edward Turner, esq. 

Richard Cutts, esq. 

Oliyer Raymond, esq. 

Herbert Pelham, esq. 

Joachim Matthews 

Col. John Barkstead, Lieutenant 

of the Tower 
John Maidstone, esq. 15 

George Berkley, esq. 
Matthew Hale, one of the Justices 

of the Common Bench 
John How, esq. 
Christopher Guise, esq. 
Sylvanus Wood, esq. 
William Lenthall, esq. master of 

the rolls 
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Gloucester 
Tewkesbury 
Cirencester 
Herefordshire 



Hereford 
Leominster 
Hertfordshire 



St. Alban*s 
Hertford 
Huntingdonshire 



Huntingdon 
Kent 



Canterbury 



Thoonas Pury, senior, esq. 

Sir Anthony Ashley Cooper, bart. 

John Stone, esq. 

John Scudaniore, esq. 

John Pateshal, esq. 

John Flacket, esq. 

Richard Read, esq. 

Bennet Hoskins, esq. 

John Birch, esq. 

Henry Lawrence, Lord President 

Willianiy Earl of Salisbury 

Sir John Wittewrong, knt. 

Sir Richard Lucy, knt. and bart. 

Thomas Nicholl, esq. 

Alban Cox, esq. 

Isaac Pulter, esq. 

Edward Montague, esq. one of 

his Highness's Council 
Henry Cromwell, the younger, of 

Ramsey, esq. 
Stephen Phdtont, esq* 
John Bernard, esq. 
William James, esq. 
John Dixwell, esq. 
John Boys, esq. 
Sir Henry Vane, senior, knt. 
Ralph Weldon, esq. 
Lambert Godfrey, esq. 
Richard Deal, esq. 
Henry Oxinden, esq. 
Agustine Skinner, esq; 
Daniel Sbatterden, esq. 
John Seyliard, junior, esq. 
Thomas Scot, esq. 



9 



6 
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Rochester 

Maidstone 
QueenboroHgh 
Lancoihire 



Preston in Amound 
Lancaster 
Liverpool 
Manchester 
Leicestershire 



Leicester 



Lincolnshire 



Lincoln 
Boston 

Grantham 
Stamford 
Great Giimsby 
Middlesex 



Francis Batcher 

John Parker, esq.. Recorder 

John Banks, Jan., g^nt. 

Aof ustine Garland, esq. 1'6 

Richard Holland, esq. 

Gilbert Ireland, esq. 

Richard Standish, esq. 

William Ashnrst, esq. 

Richard Shnttleworth 

Henry Porter, esq. 

Thomas Birch, sen., esq. 

Charles Worsley, esq. S 

Thomas Beaamont, esq. 

Henry, Earl of Stamford 

Thomas, l4>rd Grey, of Grooby 

Thomas Pochin, esq. 

Sir Arthur Hasilrig^ 

William Stanley, gent, and Al- 

dennan of the Borough. 6 

Edward Rossiter, esq. 
Thomas Hall, esq. 
Thomas Lister, esq. 
Charles Hall, esq. 
Francis Clinton, esq. 
Alderman Finis 
Thomas Hatcher, esq. 
William Wooley, esq. 
William Savile, esq. 
William Welby, esq. 
John Wray, esq. 
William Marshal, Alderman, 
William Ellis, esq. 
William Bury, sen., esq. 
John Weaver, esq. 

William Wray, esq. 10 

Sir William Roberts, knt. 
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Westminster 



London 



Monmouthshire 



Norfolk 



Norwich 



Lynn Regis 



Great Yarmoiith 



Northamptonshire 



Josiah Berners, esq. 

Sir James Harrington, knt. and 
bart. 

Edmond Harvey, esq. 

Thomas Latham, esq. 

Thomas Pauconbridge, esq. 

Thomas Foot, Alderman 

William Steel, Sergeant at I^w, 
Recorder 

Thomas Adums, esq. 

John Langham, esq. 

Saniuel Avery, esq. 

Andrew Riccard, esq. 12 

Richard, Lord Cromwell 

Colonel Philip Jones 2 

Sir John Hobart, bart. 

Sir William Doyley, knt. 

Sir Ralph Hare, bart. 

Thomas Weld, esq. 

Robert Wilton, esq. 

Thomas Sotherton, esq. 

Philip Woodhouse, esq. 

Robert Wood, sen., esq. 

Philip Bediiigfield, sen., esq. 

Tobias Frere, esq. 

Bernard, Church, esq. 

John Hobart, esq. 

Philip Skippon, one of the coun- 
cil 

Goybon Goddard, esq., recorder 
there 

Colonel William Goflfe 

Thomas Dun, gent. 10 

Sir Gilbert Pickering, bart., one 
of his Highnesses CoHBcil 

John Crew, sen., esq. 
y2 
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Peterboroagb 

NorthamptOD 
Northumberland 



Newcastle on Tyne 
Berwitk on Tweed 
Nottinghamshire 



Nottingham 
Oxfordshire 



Oxford Cily 



Oxford University 
Woodstock 
Rutlandshire 

Salop 



Sir John Norwich, knt. and btrt. 

John Cleypooly sen., esq. 

*Sir John Dryden* bart* 

Thomas Brook, esq. 

Hamphrej Orm, esq. 

Alexander Blake, t^. 

T. Peter Whalley, gent. 

William Fenwick, esq. 

Robert Fenwick, esq. 

Henry Ogle, esq. 

Sir Arthur Hasilrig, bart. 

George Fenwick, esq. 5 

William Pierpont, esq. 

Edward Whalley, esq. 

Edward Nevill, esq. 

Charles White, esq. 

James Chadwick, esq. 

John Mason, gent. 6 

Robert Jenkinson, esq. 

Charles Fleetwood, Lient«<^en. 

of Ireland 
Colonel James Whitlock 
Nathaniel Fines, esq. 
William Lenthall, esq. 

Speaker 
Bulstrode Whitlock, one of the 

Lords Commissioners of the 

Great Seal 
John Owen, D.D. 

Lieut.-Gen. Charles Fleetwood 8 

William Shield, esq. 
Edward Horseman, esq. 
Humphrey Mackworth, sen., esq. 
Thomas Mitton, esq. 
Robert Corbet, esq. 
Philip Y'ong, esq. 
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Shrewsbury 


Richard Cheshire, gent. 




Humphrey Mackworth, sen.. 




gent. 


Bridgenortb 


William Crown, esq. 


Ladlow 


John Aston, gent. 


Somersetshire 


Sir John Horner, knt. 




John Buckland, esq. 




General John Desborough 




John Preston, esq. 




. John Harrington, esq. 




John Ash, esq. 




Charles Steynin'gs, esq. 




Robert Long, esq. 




Richard Jones, i^q. 




Thomas Hippesley, esq. 




Samuel Perry, esq. 


Bristol 


Robert Aldworth, esq. 




Miles Jackson, esq. 


Bath 


Colonel Alexander Popham 


Wells 


Lislebone Long, esq. 


Taunton 


Thomas George, esq. 




John Georges, esq. 


Bridgewater 


Colonel Robert Blake 


Southampton County 


Richard, Lord Cromwell 




Richard Norton, esq. 




Richard Major, esq. 




John St. Barbe, esq. 




Robert Wallop, esq. 




Francis Rivet^ esq. 




Edward Hooper, esq. 




John Bulkley, esq. 


Winchester 


John Hildesley, esq. 


Southampton 


John Lisle, one of the Lords 




Commissioners of the Great 




Seal, and Recorder of the said 




Town. 



8 



18 
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Portsmouth 


Nathaniel Whetham, esq. 


Audoyer 


John Duns, of Huretley, esq. 


Isle of Wight 


Colonel William Sydenham, one 




of his Highnesses Council 




Lord Lysle, one of the Comnis- 




missioiiers of the Great Seal 14 


Staffordshire 


Sir Charles Wolseley, bart. 




Thomas Crompton, esq. 




Thomas Whitgrave, esq. 


Litchfield 


Thomas Minors, esq. 


Stafford 


John Bradshaw, esq.. Sergeant 




at Law 


Newcastle-nnder-Line 


Edward Keeling, gent. 6 


Snffolk 


Sir Thomas Barnardiston, knt. 




Sir William Spring, bart. 




Sir Thomas Beddingfiald, knt. 




William Bloys, esq. 




John Gurdon, esq. 




William Gibbs, esq. 




John Brandling, esq. 




Alexander Bence, esq. 




John Sicklemore, esq. 




Thomas Bacon, esq. 


Ipswich 


Nathaniel Bacon, esq. 




Francis Bacon, esq. 


St. Edmunds' Bury 


Samuel Moody, esq. 




John Clatk, esq. 


Dunwich 


Robert Brewster 


Sudbury 


John Fothergill, esq. l(> 


Surry 


Sir Richard Onslow, knt. 




John Lambert, Major-Geneial 




Arthur Onslow, esq. 




Francis Drake, esq. 




Robert llolman, esq. 




Robert Wood, esq. 


Southwark 


Samuel Highland, esq. 
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Gaildford 
Rygate 
Sussex 



Chi€he8ter 
Lewes 

East Griosted 
Arundel 
Warwickshire 



Coventry 

Warwick 
Westmoreland 

Wiltshire 



New Sarum 



Robert Warcup, esq. 

Richard IHIler, gent. 

Edward Bishe, esq. 

Herbert Morley, esq. 

John Stapley, esq. 

John Fagg, esq. 

William HHy, esq. 

Jobn Pel bam, esq. 

Anthony Stapeley, esq. 

Sir Thomas Pelham, bart. 

Francis, Lord Dacres 

Herbert Sprungat, esq. 

Henry Peckham, esq., Recorder 

Henry Shelley, esq. 

John Goodwin, esq. 

Anthony Shirley, esq. 

Richard Lucy, esq. 

Thomas Willoughby, esq. 

Sir Richard Temple, bart. 

William Purefoy, esq. 

William Purefoy, esq. 

Robert Beak, esq. 

Richard Lucy, esq. 

Christopher Lister, esq. 

Jeremy Baynes, esq. 

Sir Anthony Ashley Cooper, 

bart. 
Alexander Popham, esq. 
Thomas Grove, esq. 
Alexander Thistlethwaite, esq. 
Francis Hollis, esq. 
Jobn Ernly, esq. 
William York, esq. 
John Norden, esq. 
James Ash, esq. 
Gabriel Martin, esq. 
Edward Tooker, esq. 



II 



13 
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William Stevens, esq.. Recorder 




there 


Marlborough 
Devizes 
Worcestershire 


Lieut.-gen. Charles Fleetwood 
Edward Baynton, esq. 
Sir Thomas Rous, bart. 




Edward Pitt, esq. 




Nicholas Lech mere, esq. 


Worcester 


John Bridges, esq. 
Talbot Badger, esq. 
William Collins, esq. 




Edward Elfines, esq., Alderman 


Yorkshire 


Thomas, Lord Fairfax 


West RidJDg 

1 


John Lambert, esq., one of his 

High Bess's Council 
Henry Tempest, esq. 
John Bright, esq. 
Edward Gill, esq. 




Martin Lister, esq. 


East Riding 


Sir William Strickland, bart. 




Walter Strickland, esq., one of 

his Highnesses Council 
Hugh Bethel, esq. 




Richard Robinson, esq. 


North Riding 


George, Lord Eure. 
Francis I^scelles, esq. 




Thomas Harrison, esq. 


York 


George Smithson, esq. 

Sir Thomas Widdrington, one of 




the Commissioners of the Great 




Seal 




Thomas Dickenson, Alderman 


Kingston-on-IIuIl 


William Lister, esq. 


Beverley 

Scarborough 
Richmond 


Francis Thqrp, one of the Barons 

of the Exchequer 
John Wildman, esq. 
John Wastal, esq. 


Leeds 
Halifax 


Adam Bayus, esq. 
Jeremy Bentley, gent. 



14 
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Cinque Ports 
Dover 
Sandwich 
Rye 



William Cullen, esq. 
Thomas Kelsey, esq. 
Herbert Morley, esq. 
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WALES. 



Anglesea County 

Brecknockshire 

Cardiganshire 

Caermarthenshire 

Caernarvonshire 



Denbighshire 

Flintshire 

Glamorganshire 



Cardiff 
yierionethshire 
Men tgomerysh ire 

Pembrokeshire 

Haverford-West 
Radnorshire 



Georg^e Twisleton, esq. 
William Foxwist, esq. 
Henry, Lord Herbert 
Edmand Jones, esq. 
James Phillips, esq. 
Jenkin Lloyd, esq. 
John Cleypool, esq. 
Rowland Dawkins, esq. 
John Glynn, esq.. Sergeant at 

Law 
Thomas Mostyn, esq. 
Colonel Simon Thelwall 
Colonel John Carter 
John Trevor, esq. 
Andrew Ellis, esq. 
Philip Jones, esq., one of his 

Highnesses Council 
Edmund Thomas, esq. 
John Price, esq. 
John Vaoghan, esq. 
Sir John Price, bart. 
Charles Lloyd, esq. 
Sir Erasmus Phillips 
Arthur Owen, esq. 
John Upton, esq. 
Geore^e Gwynn, esq. 
Henry William, esq. 



25 
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SCOTLAND. 



} 


1. 


COUNTIES. 


f 


Ross, Sutherland, and 




i , 


CroDiarty 


Doctor Thomas Cleat gies 1 


f 

• 


Inferness 


Colonel Thomas Fitch 1 




Bamff 


Master Alexander Douglas, esq. 1 




Aberdeen 


Colonel William Milchel 1 


t 


Forfar and Kincardine 


Colonel Da? id Barclay, of Urie 1 


• 


Fife and Kinross 


Sir John Wemys, of l$ongie 1 




Perth 


Sir Edvard Rhodes, one of his 


I 


Unlithgowy Stirling, and 


Highness*s Council 1 




Clackmannan 


Master Godfrey Rhodes, esq. 1 




DambartoD, Argyll, and 






Bute 


Master John Lockhart, esq. 1 


■ 


Ayr and Renfrew 


William, Lord Cochrane, of-Dun- 
donald 1 




Lanark 


Colonel William Lockhart, of 
Lee, one of his Highnesses 
Council 1 




Mid-Lothian 


Samuel Desborow, esq., one of 
his Highnesses Council 1 


\ 


Mcrce 


John Swinton, of Swinton, esq., 
one of his Highness's Council 1 


>> 


Roxburgh 


Master Ker, of Newton, esq. 1 




Selkirk and Peebles 


Henry Whalley, Judge Advocate 
of the armies in England and 
Scotland 1 




Dnrnfries 


George Smith, esq., one of the 
Judges in Scotland 1 




Wij;lon 


Sir James Mac Dowel, knt. 1 




East Lothian 


John, Eari of Tweedale 1 
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2. BOROUGHS. 

DenDobb, Tayn, Inverness, 

Dingwall, Nairn, Elgin, 

and Furras Matter Robert Wooseley, Com- 

missary of Ayrshire 1 

Bamflfand Aberdeen Colonel Stephen Yinlhropegesse, 

of Aberdeen 1 

Forfar, Dundee, Arbroth» 

Montrose, and Buchan Sir Alexander Wedderburn 1 

Linlithgow, Perth, Queen *8 

Ferry, Culross, and Ster- 
ling Colonel Henry Markbam 1 
St. Andrews, Dysarl, Kirk- 

aldy, Cupar, Austru- 

ther-East, Anstruther- 

West, Pillion ween, Crail, 

Dumfermling, Kinghorn, 

Inner-Kething,KilreRny, 

and Bruntisland Colonel Nathaniel Wetham 1 

Edinburgh City Right Hon. Lord Broghil, Presi- 

dent of bis Highne6s*8 Council 
ia Scotland 
Andrew Ramsey, Lord Provost of 
Edinburgh 2 

Lanark, Glasgow, Rather- 

glen, Rothsay, Reufrew, 

Ayr, Irwyn, and Dum* 

barton George Terbrax, esq. 1 

Dumfries, Sanclare, Lock- 

maben, Annand,Wigtont 

Kircudbright, White- 

bom, and Gallowry Colonel Salmon 1 

Peebles, Selkirk, Jedburgh, 

Lauder, North Berwick, 

Dunbar, and Hadiugtgii Gimt^ Dfewning, eiq. 1 



i *-. 



r 
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IRELAND. 



1. COUNTIES. 

Meath and Lowth John Fowk» esq: 

William Aston, esq. 2 

Kildare and Wicklow Sir Hardress Waller 

Anthony Morgan, esq. 2 

Dublin John Bysse, esq., Reeorder of 

Dublin 1 

A^ Dublin City Richard Tighe, esq.. Mayor of 

'[ Dublin 1 

Carlow, Wexford, Kilken- 
ny, and Queen's County Thomas Sadler, esq. 1 

Daniel Redman, esq. 1 

'! West meath, Longford, and 

King*s County Sir Theophilas Jones, 

Henry Owen, esq. 2 

Down, Antrim, and Ar- 
magh Colonel Thomas Cooper 

Lieut .-Colonel James Trayle 2 

Derry, Donegal, and Ty- 
rone Tristram Beresford, esq. 

Thomas Newburgh, esq* 2 

Cavan, Fermanneh, and 

Monaghan Richard Blayney, esq. 1 

Kerry, Limerick, and Clare Sir Hardress Waller 

Henry Ingoldsby, esq. 2 

Cork Roger Boyle, esq. 

Ijord Broghil 2 

Tipperary and Waterford Sir John Reynolds 

Daniel Abbot, esq. 2 

Sligo, Roscommon, and 

I^trim Sir Robert King 

John Bridges, esq. 2 

Galway and Mayo Sir Charles Coot 

Lientenant^Colonel John Bret 2 
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I, 



2. TOWNS. 



Carrickfergrus and Belfast John Davis, esq. 
Derry and Colerane . Ralph King, esq. 

^Limerick and Killmallock Walter Waller, esq. 
Cork and Youghal William Jephson, esq. 

Bandon and Kinsale Vincent Gookyn, esq. 

Watcrford and Clonmel William Halsey, esq. 



.-a 



A second Parliament, similar to the above^was assembled the 
17th of September, 1656, and contioaed sitting to June 26, 
lGr>7. It was dissolved the 4th of February following. 
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No. VII. 

^ KM of tbt SbptsAtxtt 

OFTHS 

HOUSE OF COMMONS 

FROM THE RBION OF KINO HENRY III. TO THE PRESENT TIME ; 
TOGETHER WITH THE NAME OF THE PLACE THET 
REPRESENTED IN PARLIAMENT. 



King Henry IIL 

Tear. Name. Place retoroed for* 

1260 P«tre de Montfort 
Johannes Tiptoft 

King Edward /• 
No speaker*s name to be found upon 
record. 

King Edward IL 
1326 William Trussell 

is said to have been speaker in Par- 
liament on the Deposition of Edward 
II., 1320. 

King Edward IIL 
1332 Sir Henry Beaumont 
1833 Scroope 

1376 Sir Peter de la Mare Herefordshire 

supposed to be the first regular 
speaker 
1387 Sir Thomas Huugerford Wiltshire 

Hakewell expressly says he was the 
first named speaker on record* 
King Richard IL 

1377 Sir Pelre de la Mare Herefordshire 
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Year, K»mf. 

1378 Sir James Pickering 

1380) 

> Sir John Goldsborough 

1382 Sir Kichard Waldegrave 

1386 Sir James Pickering 

1404^ 

1307 Csir John Bnshey 

1398 J Hakewell says he was presented to 
the King in full Parliament by the 
Commons, the first we find so pre- 
sented ; he was a special minion to 
the King. 

King Henry IV, 

1309 Sir John Chiney 

he growing infirm and unable to 
senre, 
John Dorwoody esq. 

was delegated to serve in his place 

1400 Sir Arnold Savage 

1403 Sir Henry Rediford 

1404 Sir Arnold Savage (again) 

1405 Sir William Estarmy 

Do. the same year 
Sir John Chiny 

also appears as speaker in this Par^ 
liament 

1406 Sir John Tiptoft 
1408^ 

1409 > Thomas Chaucer^ esq. 

1412 3 

JTtisg Henry K. 

1413 William Stour(on» esq. 

but he being sick» 
John Dorwordy esq. 
was chosen in his room 

1414 Walter Hangerford, esq. 

7 '> 



Fl«ce returned for. 

Westmoreland 

Essex 

Saflfolk 
Westmoreland 

Lincolnshire 



Gloucestershire 



Essex 

Kent 

Lincolnshire 
Kent 
Devonshire 

Cornwall 



Huntingdonshire 



Oxfordshire 



Dorsetshire 



Essex 



Wiltshire 
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Tear. 


Kame. 


Flaet ivtarned for. 


1415 


Thomas Chaucer, esq. 


Oxfordshire 




Richard Redman, esq. 


Yorkshire 




Sir Walter Beaochamp 


WUtshire 


1416* 


) 




1417 


> Roger Flower, esq. 


Rutlandshire 


1419 


) 




1421 


Richard Banyard, esq. 

King Henry VI. 


Essex 


1422 


Roger Flower, esq. (again) 


Rutlandshire 


1423 


John Russell, esq. 


Herefordshire 


1425 


Sir Thomas Waoghion 


Bedfordshire 


1426 


Richard Vernon, esq. 


Derbyshire 


1428 


John Tyrrel, esq. 


Essex 


1430 


William Atlington, esq. 


Cambridgeshire 


1431 


John Tyrrel, esq. (again) 


Pfi^iyfX 


1432 


John Russell, esq. (again) 


Hereferdshire 


1433 


Roger Hunt, esq. 


Huntingdoiishire 


1436 


John Bowes, esq. 

Here the records being imperfect, it 
is presumed he sat for Northumber- 
land. 




1439 


Sir John Tyrrel 

(for a third and fourth time) 


Essex 




William Boerley, esq. 


Shropshire 


1440 


William Tiesham, esq. 


Northamptonsh. 


1445 


William Boerley, esq. — (again) 


Shropshire 


1447 


William Tresham, esq.— (again) 


Northamptonsh. 


1449 


John Say, esq. 


Cambridgeshire 


1450 


John Popham, esq. 

but he excusing himself, 


Hampshire 




William Tresham, esq. 
(a third time) was chosen 


Northamptonsh. 


1451 


Sir William Oldhall 


Herefordshire 


1453 


Thomas Thorpe, esq. 
Do. Do. 
He was arrested in execution at 


Essex 
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Year. 



KaiBC. 



Place retuntd for. 



the suit of the Duke of York, be- 
tween two sessions of Parliament : 

wherein the opinions of the Judges 

being demanded by the Lords, the 

Judges answered, it belonged not 

unto them to judge of the liberties 

of Ptorliameut : whereupon (without 

them) it was adjudged that he was 

not to hare privilege, which was 

signified to the Commons by some 

of the Lords, and the King's plea- 
sure for present choosing of a new 

speaker, was declared unto them ; 

whereupon, they forthwith chose 
1458 Sir Thomas Charleton 
1455 Sir John Wenlock 
1450 William Tresham, esq. (a fourth time) 
1460 John Green, esq. 

King Edward IV. 
1460 Sir James Strangeways 

1463 > *^' *'^" 

1472 William AUington, esq. 

1477 Do. 

1782 John Wode, esq. 

JTtRg Richard III. 
1483 William Catesby, esq. 

In these times the Lord Chancellor, speaker of the Lords* 
House (being for the most part a bishop] took a text out of 
the Scripture, or some other theme, and grounded his oration 
thereupon ; therein declaring the cause of the summons of the 
Parliament, and in conclusion thereof, as the use now is, de- 
clared to the House of Commons the King's pleasure, that they 
should repair to their house and make choice of a speaker, not 
naming any day when they should present him ; (as is now 
used ;) and when the Commons had chosen their speaker, they 



Middlesex 
Bedfordshire 
Northamptonsh. 
flssex 

Yorkshire 
Hertfordshirs 

Cambridgeshire 

Lincolnshire 

Sussex 

Northamptonsh. 
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sent up some of their house to the Lords, to desire tbem to in- 
timate to the King, that they had made their choice of a speaker, 
not naming whom, and to move the King to appoint a time 
when they should present hini, and [commonly the King haying 
been formerly spoken unto) the day agreed upon by the King 
was declared unto them* At the day appointed, the Commons 
presented their speaker, who prayed that he might be excused, 
but his excuse not being admitted, he maketh the common pro- 
testations touching his own mistakes, without any petitions in 
the behalf of the Commons, as is now usual. 



Tear. 



King Henry VIL 

Name. 



1485 Thomas Lovel, esq. 

14S8 John Mordaunt, esq. 

1489 Sir Thomas Fitz William 
1492 Richard Empsom, esq. 

1490 Sir Reginald Bray 

Robert Drury, esq. 
1497 Thomas Englefield, esq. 
1504 Edmund Dudley, esq. 

King Henry VIII. 

Sir Thomas Englefield — (again) 

Sir Thomas Sheffield 

Sir Thomas Neville — (supposed) 



1509 
1512 
1514 

1523 >^. ^, _- 

J Sir Thomas More 

1524 5 

1530 Sir Thomas Audley — (supposed) 

No speaker named in the records or 
chronicles, in the years 22, 23, 24, 
25, 26, and 27, of the reign of 
Henry VIU. 
1537 Richard Rich, esq. 

afterwards made Lord Chancellor, 
and created a Baron ; the first that 



Pl«c« retaraed for. 

c Nortbamptonsh. 
\ or Oxfordshire 

Bedfordshire 

Yorkshire 

Northamptonsh. 
C Bedfordshire, or 
I Northamptonsh. 

Sussex 

Berkshire 

Stafibrdshire 

Btrkshire 

Lincolnshire 

Kent 
^ Middlesex, or 
^ Lancashire 

Essex 



Essex 
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Y«ar. Kame. 

is recorded to hare made a request 
for access to the King. 

1540 Sir Nicholas Hare 

1542 Thomas Moyle, esq. 

and so cootinaed all the rest of this 
reign : the first that is recorded to 
hare made petition for freedom of 
speech ; — the petition for privilege 
from arrest is of a later date ; but it 
appears in the first of Henry IV. that 
Sir John Cheney, then speaker, made 
a general request, that the Com- 
mons might enjoy their ancient pri- 
vileges and liberties, not naming 
any liberty in particular ; and he is 
noted to be the first that is recorded 
to have made that request — but 
they all make the usual request or 
protestation touching themselves. 
In the latter end of the reign of 
King Henry VIII. there is no men- 
tion made in the Parliament Roll 
of the presenting of any speaker, 
nor in the time of Edward VI. or 
Qaeen Mary; but the memoirs of 
the speaker's names, of those later 
times, is only presented in the 
journals of both Houses. 
King Edward VL 

1547 Sir John Baker 

1553 James Dyer, esq. 

Qtt^eii Mary I. 

1553 John Pollard, esq. 

1554 Robert Brooke, esq. 

Recorder of London, and member of 
Pailiament for that city, was choaen 



Plnce returaed for. 



Norfolk 
Kent 



Hnntingdonshire 
Cambridgeshire 

Oxfordshire 
London City 
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Vmne. 

speaker : he is the first instaoce of 
any person, that was otherwise than 
a knight of a shire, being elected to 
this honoorable office 

1555 Oement Higham, esq. 

1556 John Pollard, esq. — (again) 
1558 William CordeU» esq. 

Queen EliztJteitL 
1550 Sir Thomas Gargrave 

learned in the laws, and one of the 
Queen*s Conncil in the North ; he 
first made the foor requests, erer 
since, and now nsualij, made by 
most speakers, as appears by hia 
oration — 
First, for free access to the Queen 
Secondly, liberty of speech 
Thirdly, for pririlege from arrests 
Fourthly, that his mistakes might net 
prejudice the House 
1563 Thomas Williams, esq. 
died in 1566, and 
Richard Onslow, esq. 
was chosen in his room 

1571 Christopher Wrey; esq. 

1572 Robert Bell, esq. 

made a Baron of the Exchequer in 
1581, when 
John Popham, esq. 
was chosen in his place 



Place retaraad fc 



W* Looey Coniw. 
Chippenham 



Yorkshire 



Exeter 

Steyoiog, Sus. 

Lodge rshall 
Lynn Regis, Nor. 



15857 T 1^ « . . 

1''86 \ Puckenng, esq, 

1589 Thomas Snagg, esq. 

1592 Edward Coke, esq. 

1597 Christopher YeWerton, esq, 

1601 John Crook, esq. 



Bristol 

r Bedford 
\ Gatton 

Bedford 

Norfolk 

Northamptonsb. 

London 
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Yciir. 



Name. 



Place returned for. 





King James i. 






l(i03 


Edwaid PhiUips, esq. 




Somenetshire 


1614 


Randolph Crew, esq. 








No records of this Parliament are to 






be found, but it is presumed he sat 






for Bracklffy, Northamptonshire 




1620 


Thomas Richardson, esq. 




St. Alban% Herts 


1623 


Thomas Crt-w, esq. 




Aylesbury 


1625 


Sir Thomas Crew — (again) 




Gatton 


1626 


Sir Heneage Finch 




London 


1628 


Sir John Finch 




Canterbury 


1640 


John Glanville, esq. 




Bristol 


1641 


William Lenthall, esq. 
and continued till 1653. 
Commonwealth, 




Woodstock, Ox. 


1653 


Francis Rous, esq. 




Devonshire 


1654 


William Lenlhal, esq. — (again) 


Oxfordshire 


1656 


Sir Thomas Widdrington 




York 


1659 


Chaloiier Chute, sen.^ esq. 
died in the same year 




Middlesex 




Sir Lisiftbone Long 




Wells 




died in the same year 








Thomas Bampfylde, esq. 




Exeter 




King Charles 11. 






1660 


Sir Harbottle Grimestone 




Colchester 


1661 


Sir Edward Turner, bart. 




Hertford 


1673 


Sir Job Charlton, bart. 




Ludlow, Salop 




but he desiring leave to 


resign on 






account of his health. 








Edward Seymour, esq. 




HindoD, Wilts. 




was elected in his place. 


Resigned 






through indisposition 






1678 


Sir Robert Sawyer 




Wycombe 




Resigned through iudisposition 






Sir Edward Seymour^ bart.- 


-(again) 
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Tear. 

1678 Sir Edward Seymour* bart. 

mm again chosen in the next Parlia- 
ment, eonvened March 6th ; bat the 
King not approving of him, and the 
Parliament being thereupon pro- 
rogued. 
Sergeant William Gregory 
was appointed 

> William Williams, esq. 

1681 Again— March 2K 

iJCtiig James IL 
1685 Sir John TreTor 

King WiUiam III. Sf Queen Mary IL 
1689 Henry Powell, esq. 
1600 Sir John Trevor— (again) 

On the 20th March, 1604, l^e was 
expelled the Hoose and the chair, 
for tskiiig a gratuity after the act for 
the bt^nf fit of Orphans had passed 
1604 Paul Foley, esq. 

king William III. 
Paul Foley, esq. — (again) 
Paul Foley, esq. — (again) 
Sir Thomas Ly ttleton, bart. 



far. 



Devonshire 



? Robert Harley, esq. 



1605 
1606 
1608 
1700 
1701 

Queen Anne. 
1702 Robert Harley, esq.— (again) 
1705 John Smith, esq. 
1708 Sir Richard Onslow, bart. 
1710 William Bromley, esq. 
1713 Sir Thomas Hanmer, bart. 

King George I. 

1722 i '^^^ Honourable Spencer Compton 



Weoblj, HerU. 

Chester 
Ozlbnl 

Denbigh 

Windsor, Berks. 
Yarmouth (Hants 



Hereford 

Hereford 
Hereford 
Woodstock 

New Raduor 



Southampton 

Surry 

Oxford Univers. 

Suffolk 

Sussex 



Grantham, Lio. 
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Year. Nunc. Place returned for. 

King George IL 
1727 a 
1735/ 

1741^ Arthur Onslow, esq. Surry 

1747i 

1754 7 

King George I IL 

1761 K. , u ^ 

^ I ^^^ ^^^^ Cust, bart* 

On account of indisposition he re- 
signed, January 17th, 1770 

1770 J 

> Sir Fletcher Norton, knt. 
17743 

1780 Charles Wolfran Cornwall, esq. 

1784 Do. Do.— (again) 

1789 Jan. 5. William Wyndham GrenTille, 

esq. 

May 8. Henry Addington, esq. 

Do. Do. 

Resigned December 10, 1801 

Dec. 11. Sir John Mitford, knt. 

Resigned Feb. 8, 1802 

Feb. 10. Charles Abbot, esq. 

Nov. 16. Do. Do. 

1806 Do. Do. 

1807 Do. Do. 
1812 Do. Do. 



1789 
1796 

1801 

1802 



Guildford 

Winchelsea, Sns. 

Rye 

Buckinghamsh. 

Devizes 



fieeralston 

Helston 
Woodstock 

Do. 
Oxford Univers. 

Do. 



No. VIII. 



EILATIKO TO 



THE ELECTION OF MEMBERS 



OF 



PARLIAMENT. 



Issuing of Writs under a General EUcium* 

When a new Parliament is to be smnmoned, a warnnt, 
sig^ned by the king, with the advice of his priTj coancil» is di- 
rected to the lord chancellory commanding him to issue onder 
the great seal so many writs as have been nsual and customary 
for the purpose of calling a new Pariiament. 

These writs are made out accordingly by the clerk of the 
crown. 

When any new Parliament shall be called, there shall he/brty 
days between the teste and return of the vrrits, and the writs 
shall issue with as much expedition as may be. And as well 
upon calling a new Parliament, as in the case of any vacancy, 
the writs shall be delivered to the proper officer, and to no other 
person. 

And he shall endorse thereon the day he received it, and forth- 
with make out precepts to each borough, town corporate, port, 
or place within his jurisdiction, where any member is to be 
elected, and withiu three days after the receipt of the writ, shall, 
by himself or agent, deliver or cause to be delivered, the precept 
to the proper officer of every borough, town corporate, port, or 
place to whom the execution of any Drecept doth belong or ap- 
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pertaiDy and to no other person wbatsoe? er, and such officer* 
(upon the back of the same precept) shall endorse the day of 
the receipt thereof in the presence of the party from whom he 
received such precept, and shall forthwith cause public notice to 
be given of the time and place of election^ and shall proceed to 
election thereupon within the space of e^ht days next after his 
receipt of the same precept, and give /our days notice at least 
of the day appointed for the election. 

Issuing of Writs on a Vacancy during a Sitting. 

By a resolution of the House, 18th March, 1800-1, no writ to 
be issued during sittings but under warrant Jrotn the House, 
first directed to the clerk of the crown. 

Filling of Vacancies during a Recess, 

The speaker is to issue his warrant during a recess, for mak- 
ing out writs for electing members to serve in the room of those 

* lo the case of Milbourn Port, in 1775, where there were difierent 
persons claiming to be returning officers at the tame time under differ^ 
ent titles, a question arose upon the right of return, and it was a^ucd 
upon the construction of this act, that if the precept were to be deli- 
vered to the return int: officer of anj borough, who should go out of 
office, and aunther be appointed legally between that and the time of 
the election, such new officer should execute the precept. 

That such new officer was in the eye of the law the same officer with 
the former, and the above statute only meant, in order to prevent litiga- 
tion and delay at any election, to fix who was to execute the precept, 
when there should be different persons claiming to he returning officer* 
at the same tiraie under different titlci. 

That since the statute of W, ITL there have been many instances, of 
precepts received by one rct-.irning officer, and executed by his succes- 
sor, and the legality of soch execution had never been disputed even 
where the election had been controverted. Doug, i. 113. 

Mr. Douglas no<v (Lord Gienbervie) adds, in a note to this case, that 
he had heard of several instances where this happened at the last general 
eleclion, particularly at Sudbury ; yet, when the election was brought 
before a committee, though the misconduct of the officer who made 
the return was one ground of the petition, it was never contended, 
that he was not the person who ought to have had the cxecation of tho 
precept. Doug, u 139. 



SM LAWS RELATING TO THE [A pp. 

who shall die or become peers of Great Britain, apon receinng 
notice, by certifieate under the haands of two members ^ of the 
death of such member, or that a writ of summoDS has been is- 
sued under the great seal. 24 Geo. III. c. 26. s. 2. 

The speaker, upon receiTing such certificate, shall forthwith 
cause notice to be inserted in the Gazette, and shall not issue 
his warrant xmiW fourteen days af^er such insertion, s, 3. 

But the speaker is not by the preceding clause authorised to 
issue his warrant for the election of a new member, unless the 
return of the writ shaU have been brought into the office ^f the 
clerk of the crown at least fifteen days before the end of the 
last sitting of the House immediately preceding the time of ap- 
plication for such warrant, nor unless such application shall be 
made so long before the then next meeting of the House for the 
dispatch of business, as that the writ for the election may be issued 
before the day of such next meeting of the House, nor in case 
such application be made with respect to any seat vacated by 
either of the methods before mentioned, by any member against 
whose election a petition was depending at the time of the last 
prorogation of Parliament, or adjournment of the House. #• 4. 

Warrants to elect new Members on the Speaker's Absence or 

Death. 

To g^ard against inconvenience or delay occurring by the death 
or absence of the speaker^ it is provided, that every speaker of 
the House of Commons shall, within a conrenient time after 
having been in office, at the beginning of every Parliament, by 
a written instrument under his hand and seal, nominate and ap- 
point a certain number of persons, not more than seven^ nor lers 
than three members of the House, authorising them, or any one 
of them, to execute the powers given to the speaker for issuing 
such warrants, subject nevertheless to such regulations and ex- 
ceptions above-mentioned : — such instrument of appointment to 
remain in full force, notwithstanding the death or absence of the 
speaker, until the dissolution of that Parliament in which it 
shall have been made. 24 Geo, III. c. 26. x. 5. 

When such number as above-appointed shall be reduced to 
less than three, the speaker is to make a new appointment in 
the manner before directed, s. 6. 

Every such appointment shall be entered in the Journals of 
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the House, and be once published in the London ^^lazette : the 
instruuient of appointment shall be preserved by the clerk of th« 
House of * oiiinions, and a duplicate filed at ihe office of the 
clerk of the crown in chancery. «. 7. 

No person so appointed shall be authorised to act, unless there 
be no speaker of the House, or such speaker be absent, nor any 
long^er than such persons shall be members of the House, i. 8. 

The publisher of the Gazette shall give receipts for notices, 
specifying the day and hour when the same were received ; and 
in case of more than one notice for the same election, the notice 
first received shall only be inserted* 24 Geo, JIL c. 20. f • 9. 



FREEDOM OF ELECTIONS. 

Because elections o\i^ht to be free, the king commandeth 
upon great forfeiture, that no man by force of arms, nor by ma- 
lice, or menacing, shall disturb any to make free election. 31 E. 
L c. 5. 

By the declaration of rights, <* All elections of members of 
Parliament ought to be free.*' I W. Sf M. sets. 2. c. 2. 

** By the ancient common law of the land all elections ought 
to be free ;*' and forasmuch as the freedom of elections of mem* 
bers to serve in Parliament is of the utmost consequence to the 
preservation of the rights and liberties of this kingdom, and in- 
fringement of that freedom by violence voids the election." 8 G* 
//. c. 30. jf. 1. 

As often as there shall be an election of any Scots peer or 
members to serve in Parliament, the secretary at war shall send 
proper orders in writing for the removing of soldiers to the dis- 
tance of two or more miles from the place of election, who shall 
not make any nearer approach to snch place, until one day, at 
least, after the poll shall be ended, and the poll-books closed. 
Any secretary at war, or person ofiiciating as such, violating this 
Clause, to be discharged from ofiice, and rendered incapable of 
holding any office under government. 8 G. //• $• 1. 

This act not to extend to Westminster or Southwark, in re- 
spect of the guards of his majesty or any place where the royal 
family shall happen to be or reside, nor to any castle or fortified 
place, where any garrison is usually kept, in lespect of such 



f 
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rnmber of soMiers only whereof such garrison is composed. 8 G. 

U.S. 3. 

' Nor to any officer having a right to TOte at such election* 1. 4. 

The secretary at war shall not be liable to such forfeitures or 

^ incapacity for not sending such orders for the remo? al of soldiers* 

in case of a Tacancy, unless notice of the vmt be given by the 

) clerk of the crown. # • 5. 

With a view of still further preserving the freedom of elections, 
the House of Commons have passed the following resolutions : 

By a resolution of the House, (passed at the commencement 
•f every session,) " It is a high infringement of the liber- 
ties and privileges of the Commons for any lord of Pariiament, 
or any lord lieutenant of any county, to concern himself in the 

p election of members of Parliament.** 

By another resolution, 17 Jour. 507, ** It is highly criminal 
in any minister or servant under the crown^ directly or indirectly 
to use the powers of office, in the election of representatives to 
serve in Parliament ; and an attempt of such influence will at all 
times be resented by this House, as aimed at its own honour, dig- 
nity, and independence, as an infringement of the dearest rights of 
every subject throughout the empire, and tending to sap the 
basis of this free and happy constitution.*' 

By another resolution also, 9 Jour. 191, <* The sending- of 
warrants, or letters in the nature of warrants or letters io high 
constables J or constables or other officers, to be communicated 

^ to freeholders er other electors, when a knight ef the shire or 

' other member is to be chosen to serve in Parliament, or threat- 

ening the electors, is unparliamentary, and a violation of the 
right of election." 

Officers of Excise and Customs. 

No collector, supervisor^ gnawer, or other officer or person 
whatsoever, concerned or employed in the charging, collecting, 
levying, or managing the duties of excise, or any branch or pari 
thereof, shall, by word, message, or writing, or in any other 
manner whatsoever, endeavour to persuade any electer to give, 
or dissuade any elector from giving his vote for the rhoic»* of any 
member to serve in Pariiament, under penalty of lOOL and inca- 
pacity of serving in any office of trust or profit, b W. ^ M. c. 
20. s. 8. 



<No. VIIL] SLEOnON OF MEMBERS. 353 

Ofiicers of the Post Office ; officers or persons concerned in 
collecting or managiog any ef the duties upon soap, paper, can- 
dles, hides, skins, tanned vellum, &c., are prohibited from in- 
terfering at elections, under the penalties and disabilities of tho 
preceding act. 12 ^ 13 W. III. c. 10. $. 91. 9 Anne^ c. 11. 
i. 44. 18 Anne^ c. 19. s. 102. 



ELECriONS FOR COUNTIES. 



Issuing Precepts, 

Every sheriff, after receipt of the writ, shall issue a precept 
under his seal to every mayor and bailiff of the cities and bo- 
roughs within his county, reciring the writ, and commanding 
them to choose by citizens or burgesses, as the case may be, 
for any city or borough, to come to Parliament. 23 H. VL c. 14. 

The writs shall be delivered to the proper officers only, and 
the returning officer is to indorse on the writ the day he received 
it, and make out the precepts, and tcithin three days, [or in the 
Cinqoe-Ports, six days,'] after the receipt of the writ of election, 
shall cause such precepts to be delivered to the officer, to whom 
the execution of such writ shall appertain. 7 Sf S W. IIL c. 
25. 5. 14. 

No sheriffs or other officers, whose duty it is to execute such 
writs of election, are to take any fee or gratuity whatsoever for 
making out receipt, delivery, return, or execution of any such 
writ 'or precept, s. 2. 

The county court for the election shall be held by the sheriff 
at the most public and usual place ofeUction,* where the same 



* In the case of Pembrokeshire, ia 1770, on n petition of Hugh 
Owen, esq. the election (which had been at Haverfordwest) was on the 
ground of the partiality of the sheriff declared to be void. Upon this 
a new election took place, which was held at Pembroke, although the 
most usual place was Haverfordwest. 

" Mr. Owen being now returned, some of the freeholders in the oppo* 
site interest petitioned, on the ground that the election had been held 
at a wrong place, contrary to the ttatute» But the ordinary sheriff's 
court having been held at Pembroke, previous to the receipt of the writ 
by the sheriff, and the writ having been received more than six dayt 

PART II. VOL. IT. A A 
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has nosi asually been heldjwr forty yeaxs last past, and shall 
proceed to election, unlets it shall fall out m six da^$ alitor iha 
receipt of the writ, or upon the same day, and then shall adjowB 
the county court t<> some convenient day, giving ten da^ notica 
of the time and place of election. 7 and 8 W. III. c. 2&» s. 3. 

In consequence of sheriffs hsTing frequently made long ad- 
journments of the county court to delay the election of knights 
of the shire, no sheriff shall adjourn such court for longer than 
sixteen days, 6 G. //. c. 8. f • 10. 

Within two days after receipt of the writ, proclamation shall 
be made of the election, which must begin within the tenth and 
sixteenth days of the proclamation. 25 G. ///• c. 84. #• 4. 

Erecting Booths, appointing of Clerks, ^e. 

If any of the candidates shall, three days at least before any 
election, give notice in writing to the returning officer to pxoTida 
proper places for administering the oaths, declaraiioms^ and of* 
firmaiions, viz* the oaths of allegiance, supremacy, &c* to the 
electors, such proper places shall be provided by the returning 
officers ; the expenses to be paid by the candidates in equal pro* 
portions. 34 G. 111. c. 73. s. 6. 

At every such election in England and Wales* thesherift, &c« 
shall make, at the expense of the candidates,* such number of 
convenient booths, or places for taking the poll, as the candi- 
dates, or any of them, shall, three days at least before the com* 
menceroent of the poll, desire, so as the same do not exceed the 
number of rapes, &c. in the county, and not exceeding fifteen ; 
and shall affix on the most public part of each of the said booths, 
the name or names of the rape, &c. or rapes, &c. for which such 
booth is allotted ; und shall appoint a proper clerk, or clerks, at 
each of the said boollis, to take the poll (at the expense of the 



before the day when the court was fixed to be held, it was cooteoded, 
that under those circumstances tlie sheriff was bound by another pro- 
vision of the same statuti. (see above) to hold the election at that court, 
and therefore could not comply with the other requisition of the statute; 
the sitting member, Mr. Owen, was in consequence declared dkly 
elected. Doug. vol. ii. p. 216. 

* Ti)is point was attempted, but unsuccessfully, to be contested by 
Sir Francis Burdeit at his last election for Westminster. 
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eandidates, not exceeding one goinea per day each clerk;) and 
the sheriff, &c. shall also make out a list for each of the said 
booths, of all the towns, &r. lying wholly or in part in the rape 
or rapes, &c. for which snch booth is allotted ; and shall, npon 
teqnest, deliver a trne copy thereof to any of the candidates, or 
Uieir agents, taking for each copy two shillings* 18 G* JL 
e. 18. s. 7. 

No sheriff, &c. shall admit any person to Tote for any lands, 
lie. sworn to be lying at some parish or place, &c. notmeniianed 
m the Hst so made out for such booth, &c. unless such lands^ 
&€• lie, or be in some town or place not mentioned in any of the 
liste. 

The sheriff, &c. shall allow a cheque book for every poll book 
ibr each candidate, to be kept by their inspectors at erery place 
where the poll is carried en. 



PROCEEDINGS AT ELECTIONS. 

Ehctions for Counties* 

Upon the day appointed (or election, the sheriff is directed 
to proceed in his full county, betwixt the hours of eight in the 
morning and eleven before noon, without collusion, under pe- 
nalty of 100/. to the king, and another 100/. to the informer. 

Such suit must, however, be commenced within three months 
after the opening of the Pariiament. 23 Hen, VL c. 14. 

Commencement of Proceedings, 

The proceedings commence by proclaiming silence ; the next 
thing is the reading of the writ of summons : immediately after 
which, the sheriff is to read, or cause to be read, the whole of 
the Act of 2 Geo, II. c. 24. tIz. the Act for preventing Bribery 
and Corruption, by the third sectien of which the sheriff is re- 
quired immediately after reading the writ to take an oath, the 
substance of which is, that he hath not directly or indirectly 
leceired any reward, gratuity, &c. or promise of any such, for 
making any return at the election, and that he will return such 
persons as shall, ta the best of his judgment, appear to have a 
legal majority of TOtes. 2 G. 11. c. 24. 

A A 2 
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Oatksy by whdm to be administered. 

The preceding oaths are to be administered by any justice or 
justices for the county, &c. where such election shaU be made; 
or, in their absence, by any three of the electors ; and such oathSy 
when go taken, shall be entered on the records of the aesaioiis of 
such county, city, or borough. 

The oaths above-mentioned having been duly taken, either 
before the magistrates or the three electors, as the esse may be, 
the electors proceed to elect the candidates, which is decided by 
the three following modes, vis. 1» By tub View. — 2* By thb 
Poll.— 3. By the Scrutiny. 

Election by the View. 

The determination in this case is either by Toices, shew of 
hands, or collecting the friends of the respective candidates into 
separate bodies, or in such other modes as have been customary : 
the most usual method, however, is by the voices of the electors 
vociferating the names of their favourite candidates. 

Where such election is not determined by the view, but a poll 
shall be demanded, the sheriflT, under-sheriff, or such others as 
shall be by him deputed, shall forthwith there proceed to take the 
poll in some public place appointed for that purpose. 7andS W. 
III. c. 25. 5. 3. 



Proceedings previous to the Pojll. 
Administration of Oaths. 

To prevent the delays arising from the time and place where 
the oaths of allegiance, supremacy, &c. were usually adminis- 
tered to the electors, the following enactments have been made, 
viz. 

The returning officer shall, upon request of the candidates, 
appoint persons to administer the oaths of allegiance, supremacy, 
and dechration of fidelity, oaih of abjuration, and declaration or 
affirmation of the effect thereof now required, who shall have full 
power to adminsister such oaths, and who shall themselves take 
oath according to the form prescribed in the act 34 G. IIL 
c. 73. s. 3. 
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Electors are to apply to sach persons so appointed, who shall* 
previoas to their voting, administer the oaths of allt^giance, sa- 
premacjy &c. and gi?e certificates thereof* such certificates to 
contain the name, addition, and place ef abode of t lie person to 
whom the same shall be so given; the oath or affirmation, if a 
qnaker, to be in the form prescribed by the act. [This form 
is simply, that the person, tiz. name, residence, and addition, 
hath taken the oath : (or, being a quaker,) hath made and sub^ 
scribed the declaration of fidelity, and affirmed the effect qfthe 
oaih of abjuration ;] and every such person, upon producing his 
certificate to the returning officers, shall be permitted to polL 
34 G. ///. c. 73. $. 2. 

Persons offering to vote, without producing certificate, shall 
immediately withdraw and take the said oaths before they shall 
be permitted to be sworn, s. 3. 

Where the number originally appointed to administer such 
oaths shall be insufficient, more may be appointed, i. 4. 

Returning officers are to appoint places for taking the above 
oaths, &c. where free access may be had, without interrupting 
the poll, and provide a sufficient number of printed forms, with 
blanks to be filled up, and printed certificates, and deliver the 
same to each elector, taking and signing the same. 34 G. Ill, 
c, 73. 9. 5. 

If any of the candidates, three days at least before any such 
election, shall give notice in writing to such returning officers, 
to provide proper places for administering such oaths, &c. such 
places aie to be provided before the day of election* #• 6. 

The expenses of the above to be defrayed by the candidates. 



COMIIENCEIIBNT OP THB PoLL. 

Etbrt poll within England, Wales, and Berwick-upon-Tweed, 
dkM commence on the day upon which it shall be demanded, 
or upon the next day at farthest, (unless such day shall be on 
Sunday, and then on the day after,) and shall be duly and regu- 
larly proceeded iu from dny to day, (Sundays excepted ;) and the 
same shall be finally closed, at or before the hour of three in the 
afternoon of the same day. 25 G. ///• $, 1. 
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Time of keeping open the Poll. 

The said poll, unless prevented by unavoidable accident, shall 
be kept open for seven hours in each day, between eight in the 
morning and eight at night, (with the exception, however, of 
Winchester, where, by the 16th section of this act, wheo the 
poll closes, which must be within the fifteen days, the sheriff of 
Southampton may adjourn the poll to Newport, in the Isle of 
Wight, if required, and there commence in four days, and not 
continue longer than three days* 25 G. IIL c. 84. $• 3, 16. 

Adjournment of the Poll, 

The sheriff, or under-sheriff, shall not adjourn the plaoe of 
polling, unless by the consent of the candidates, (oQless, as 
before stated, from Winchester to the Isle of Wight.) 7 and 8 
ir. IIL e. 25. s. 5, 10. 

Regulation of Poll Clerks. 

The sheriff, or his deputy, shall appoint such number of clerks 
as he shall deem convenient for taking the said poll, who 8hall 
take such poll in the presence of the said sheriff, and shall be 
previously sworn truly and indifferently to take the poll and set 
down the name of each freeholder, and for whom he polls ; and 
the sheriff shall also appoint such persons as shall be nominated 
to him by each candidate to be inspector of every clerk, who 
shall be appointed to take the poll. 7 and 8 IF. Ill, c. 25. 
s. 3. 

Such sheriff, or deputy, shall allow a cheque book for every 
poll book for each candidate, to be kept by their respective in- 
spectors, at every place where the poll fur such election shall 
be taken or rarried on. 18 G. II, c. 18. s. V). 

By an act for more effectually preventing fraudulent convey- 
ances, in order to multiply votes for knights of the shire, not 
only the place of the elector's freehold shall be entered, but also 
the place of his ahode^ as he shall declare the same at the time 
of giving his vote, and shall enter jura^ against the name, if 
sworn, or if a quaker, affirmed. 

The mode of votiuo; at each booth is to be regulated by the 
list, and freeholders shall not vote for any lands or tenements 
lying in places not mentioned therein. 18 G, II. c. 18. s. 8. 
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Freeholder's Onth. 

Before any freeholder shall be permitted to poll, he shall, if 
required, take the follewiog oath ; or if a quaker make the fol- 
lowing affirmation, (see the form of oath in the act 18 G. IL 
c. 18. s. 5.) 

Every voter also, previous to giving his vote, shall, if re- 
quired, take also the bribery oath (or affirmation.) This oath is 
in substance, that the party hath received neither directly nor 
indirectly any reward, emolument, or promise to that efiect; 
2 G. //. c. 24. f . 13. 

The oath or affirmation required by 2. G. //. (The Bribery 
Act) to be taken by every person claiming a right to vote, shall 
be taken at the poll immediately before he is admitted to poll 
at such election. 42 G. ///. c. 62. 

By 43 G. ///. c. 74. So much of the preceding act as re- 
spects the oath required by 2 G. //. is repealed, and the said 
.x>ath shall be taken by every person before he is admitted to poll, 
in manner prescribed by 2 G. //. if demanded by either of the 
candidates, or any two of the electors. 

But by a more recent act, which, from its importance, de- 
serves a minuter detail, (commonly called Mr. Cujrwen*s Act,) 
it was enacted as follows : 

By the 49 G. ///• c. 118, for preventing the obtaining of 
seats in Parliament by corrupt practices, after reciting that the pro- 
mise of any gift, office, &c. to procure the return of any member to 
serve in Parliament, if not given to the use of some person having 
a right to act as returning officer y or to vote at such election^ 
was not bribery within the meaning of the 2 G. 11. c. 24 ; but 
that ^uch gifts or promises were contrary to the ancient usage^ 
right, and freedom of elections, and contrary to the law and con- 
stitution of this realm, enacts as follows : viz. That if any person 
shall, either by himself or by any other person or persons for or 
on his behalf, give or cause to be given, directly or indirectly, 
or promise or agree to give any sum of money, gift, or reward, 
to any person or persons, upon any engagement, contract, or 
agreement, that such person or persons to whom, to whose use, 
or on whose behalf such gift or promise shall be made, shall, by 
himself, or by any other person or persons whatsoever at his so- 
licitatioB, request, or command, procure or endeavour to procure 
the retom of any person to serve in Parliament for any county» 
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stewartry, city, town, borough » cinqoe-porty or place, ereiy 
person so having given or promised to give, if not returned him- 
self to Parliament for such county, stewartry, city, town, bo* 
rough, cinque-port, or place, shall for every such gift or promise 
forfeit the sum o(one thousand pounds, to be recovered in such 
manner as is hereinafter provided, with respect to the sum of 
Jive hundred pounds ; and every such person so returned, an4 so 
having given or so having promised to give, or knowing of and 
consenting to such gifts or promises, upon any such engagement^ 
contract, or agreement, shall be and is hereby declared and 
enacted to be disabled and incapacitated to serve in that Parlia^ 
ment for such county, stewartry, city, town, borough, cinqoe- 
port, or place, and that such person shall be deemed and taken 
to be no member of Parliament, and epacted to be, to all intents, 
constructions, aud purposes, as if he had never been returned or 
elected a member in Parliament; and any person or persons who 
shall receive or accept of, by himself, or by any other person or 
persons in trust for or to his use or on his behalf any such sum 
of money, gift, or leward, or any such promise upon any such 
engagement, contract, or agreepieut, shall forfeit to his majesty 
the value and amount of such sum of money, gift, or reward, 
over and above the sum of Jive hundred pounds, which said sttm 
of Jive hundred pounds he shall forfeit to any person who shall 
sue for the same, to be recovered in any of his majesty's courts 
of record at Westminster, if the offence be committed in Eogfand 
and Wales ; Dublin, if the offence be committed in Ireland; 
and if the offence be committed in Scotland, by summary action 
or complaint before the couitof session, or by prosecution before 
the court of justiciary. 

Provided always, that nothing in this act contained shall ex- 
tend, or be construed to extend, to any money paid or agreed to 
be paid to or by any person y for any legal expense, bondjide t«- 
curred at or concerning any election, s* 2. 

If any person shall by himself, or by any other person for or 
on his behalf, give or procure to be given, or promise to give or 
procure to be given, any office, place, or appointment, to any 
person or persons whatsoever, upon any express contract or 
agreement that such person or persons, to whom, or to whose 
use or on whose behalf such gift or promise shall be made, shall 
by himself, or by any other person or persons at his solicitation. 
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request, or command^ procure or endeaToar to proGvre tho 
return of any person to serve in Parliament for any colinty» 
stewartiy, city, town, borough, cinque-port, or place, aoeb 
person no returned, and so having gifen or procured to be 
given, w so having promised to give or procure to be given, 
or knowing of and consenting to such gift or promise upon any 
such express contract or agreement, shall be and is hereby de- 
clared and enacted to be disabled and incapacitated to serve i^ 
Parliament for such county, city, town, bon>ugh, ciuqoe^port, or 
place, and that such person shall be deemed and taken to be no 
member of Parliament, to all intents, constructions, end pur- 
poses, as if he had never been returned or elected ; and any 
person who shall receive, or accept of, by himself, or by any other 
person or persons in trust for or to the use or on the be-half of 
such persons, any such office, place, or employment, upon such 
express contract or agreement, shall forfeit such office, place, or 
employment, and be incapacitated for holding the same, and shall 
forfeit the sum of Jive hundred pounds , which said sum of/?«e Aain^ 
dred pounds shtll be recovered as is hereinbefore enacted ; and any 
person holdiw^ any office under his majesty, who shall give such 
office, appointment, or place, upon any such express contract or 
agreement, that the person to whom or for whose use such bffico, 
appointment, or place, shall have been given, or shall so procure 
or endeavour to procure the return of any person to serve in Par- 
liaiieBt, shall forfeit the sum of one thousand pounds, to be re- 
covensd in such manner as is hereinbefore provided. j 

By sec. 4, actions are to be brought and proceedings to be ac* 
tnally commenced within two years after offence committed* 

No person refusing to take the oaths directed by 1 fF. and RL 
St, L c. 8. (the oaths of allegiance and fidelity;) or being a 
quaker, refusing to subscribe the declaration of fidelity required 
by 1 fF. and M. st. 1. c. 18.) nor the oath of abjuration directed 
by the act st. fF. and Jlf. st. I. c. 18. shall be admitted to vote 
for the election of any member of Parliament. 



Of a Scrutiny. 

Thb returning officer shall immediately, or on the day next 
after the final close of tbo poll, truly, fairly, and publicly make 
a return of such parsons who have a majority of votes, unlesk 
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«ach returning officer, upon a scrutiny being demanded bj any 
candidate, or any two or more electorSyxjAM deem it necessarj^ to 
gnnt the same, in which case the objections on the Totes given 
Ibr the different candidates shall be decided alternately. 25 G. 
///• c.Si.s.2. 

The returning officer shall forthwith dellTer to erery person 
demanding the same, a copy of the poll taken at such electioB, 
paying only a reasonable charge for writing the same, under a 
penalty of dOO/. to the party aggrieved. 7 and 8 W. IIL c.25. 
«.6. 

Foil books shall be delivered upon oath to the dark of the 
peace, and kept among the records of the sessions. 10 Ami£^ 
e. 23. s. 5. 



Op the Return. 

The names of the persons chosen shall be written on an in- 
denture under the seals of those by whom they are ehosen, and 
tacked to the writ, which shall be deemed the sheriff's return ef 
such writ. 7 Hen. IV. c. 15. 

Returns shall be by the indentures sealed between the riieriff 
and the electors. 7 Hen. 7. c, 7. 

Time alloxcedfor making Returns. 

In order to prevent abuses in returning writs of summons,' the 
returning officer shall, within fourteen days next following, 
make return to the clerk of the crown in chancery, paying the 
ancient fees, viz. four shillings for every knight of the shire, and 
two shillings for every citizen, burgess, or baron of the cioque- 
porU. 10 and 11 IV. III. c. 7. 

Returns shall be made truly, fairiy, and publicly at the final 
close of the poll or the day after, unless a scratiny be demanded. 
The officer having the return of the writ shall cause the returns 
to he filed before the writ is returnable, and other returning offi- 
cers are to make their returns in six days. 

Penalties for False Returns. 

Sheriffs neglecting or omitting to make returns shall be 
amerced. 5 Rich. H. st. 2. c. 4. 
If found on inquest that the sheriflf hath made false returns 
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<^oatrary to f Hen. IV. he shall forfeit 100/. and the knights so 
fiedsely retorned shall lose their wages* foor shillings per day for 
each knight of the shire, and two shillings per day for each bnr- 
gess, citiEen, &c. 11 Hen. IV. t. 1. 

But knights choseu for the Parliament, and the sheriffii <yf 
counties, may have their traverse of an offence found against.theui* 
6 Hen, VI. c. 4. 

Justices of assize are to enquire of the returning knights to 
Parliament, and if the inquest be found, and the sheriff be duly 
attainted, he shall forfeit 100/. and one year's imprisonment, 
without bail or maiuprize, and the knights by him so unduly 
returned shall lose their wages. 8 Hen. VI. e. 7. 

Sheriffs making undue returns shall incur the above penalty, 
and forfeit moreover to every person so chosen and not duly re* 
turned, or to any other person suing for the same, 100/. with 
costs, to be recovered by action of debt. 23 Hen. VL c. 14. 

Sheriffs not making returns, shall forfeit 500/. 10 and 11 W* 

in. C.7. 

Returning officers. may be sued for neglecting to return per- 
sons duly elected, who shall recover damages with full costs; 
but actions shall be commenced within one year after the of- 
fence, or six months after conclusion of proceedings in the 
House. 25 G. HI. c. 84. $. 14. 

False returns are prohibited, and any returns contrary to tkt 
last decision of the House of Commons ^ shall be deemed false re- 
turns. Such votes to be deemed legal, which have been so de- 
clared by the last determination of the House of Commons, 
which to all intents and purposes shall be deemed final. 7 3f 9 
W. III. c. 7. s. 2, 3. 2 G. 11. c. 24^. s. 4. 

The 28 of G. ///. repeals so much of the above act as declares 
the last determination of the House on the right of voting to be 
final, and gives a power to future committees to decide the same 
by special resolutions, which if not appealed against in 12 ca- 
lendar months to be final. 

Parties aggrieved by false or double returns, may sue in anf 
court at Westminster, and shall recover double damages. 

All contracts made to procure false returns shall be void, and 
the parties shall be subject to a penalty of dOO/. ; one third to 
the king, another thkd to the peer, and one tUid to the i 
former, s. 4. 
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The clerk of the crown to enter every retam and amendment in 
a book to be kept for that parpose. All persons shall have access 
to the book, which, or a copy thereof, may be gxren in evidence. 
Snch clerk not entering returns in six days after receipt^ mak- 
ing any alterations, or omitting to perform his duty, shall forfeit 
500/1, and lose his office. #. 5* 

By section 6th of this act the information shall be within f iva 
years* 

0/ amending Returns. 

Retams were formerly amended by the returning officers ; bot 
by a resolution, April 12, 1000, 10th Jour., 377 they can only 
be amended by the Hausey for which purpose, when necessary, 
the clerk of the crown attends with his book, and amends it in 
the house, by erasing the names, or in case of a doable retarD^ 
taking the void one off the file, and letting the other remain. 



ELECTIONS FOR CITIES, TOWNS, BOROUGHS, AND 

CINQUE-PORTS. 

Duty of returning Officers on Receipt of Writ or Precept. 

Sheriffs of cities and towns, being counties of themselves, 
and having a right to elect members of Parliament by virtue of a 
writ without any precept, are to proceed to election within three 
days, giving three days notice. 19 G. 11, c, 28. 5. 7. 

Returning officers of boroughs, kc, are to indorse the day of 
the receipt of the precept, and give four days* notice at the 
usual place, within the hours e( eight in the forenoon, tLudfour 
in the afternoon, from the 25th of October to the 2&th of March 
inclusive, and within the hours of eight in theforenoon^ and six 
in the afternoon, from the 25tb of March to the 25th of October 
inclusive : Notices otherwise published to be deemed invalid. 
7Sf8W. HI. c. 25. s.l.Sf33 G. III. c. 64. 



* This notice must he four days, ejcclusive of the day when given ; 
thus, it was determined in the case of Seaford, 1785, that notice on the 
27th for the 30th was not good noticei and the election void. 
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Providing places for admiDistering the oaths of allegiance, &c 
and proceedings at the elections, viz. taking the poll, appoint- 
ing poll clerks, administering oaths. &c. are the same as those 
fi>r counties. See 34 G. ///. c. 73. s. 6. Elections for Counties. 



ELECTORS IN GENERAL. 
Of Persons disqualified, Votes throum away, 3fc. 

Minors. 7 and 8 W. TIL c. 3. s. 25. 

Women ; aliens born. ResoL H. C. 1608. 

Persons deaf, dumb, and blind; lunatics; peers; papists; 
outlaws ; persons excommunicated ; felony ; persons convicted of 
bribery, peijury, or subornation of perjury. 2 G. //. c. 24. s. 7. 

Copyholders under penalty of 50/. 31. G. II L c. 14. 

Persons receiving alms, almsmen, charities, in some* cases, in 
others not. 

Dissenting ministers are also not entitled to vote ; but school-^ 
masters may in particular cases. 

Commissioners or officers employed in collecting or managing 
the duties of excise or customs, under penalty of their offices 
becoming void, incapability of executing any office of trust under 
his Majesty, and forfeiture of 100/. 22 G. ///. c. 41. s. I. 

But by the four following sections, this act shall not extend 
to commissioners of the land tax or persons acting under them ;• 
nor to offices held by letters-patent for any estate of inheritance ; 
and prosecutions shall be commenced within twelve months afler. 
forfeiture incurred. 

Officers of excise, distributors or sub-distributors of stamps, 
collectors of duties on houses and windows, or persons employed 
lu receiving them ; postmasters, postmasters general, or their 
deputies, or any persons employed by them in receiving, col* 
lecting, or managing the revenue of the Post Office» are disqua-* 
lified. 
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ELECTORS FOR COUNTIES. 

Qualificaiions. 

Knights of shires shall be chosea of every county in Eng- 
land by people dwelling and resident in the same cauntiesy* 
whereof every one of them shall have/ree land, or tenement of 
the value of 40f • by the year at least, above all charges. 8 H. 
VL c. 7. 

Every man shall hvwtjreehold to the value of 4CM. hy the year 
at the least, above alleharges, within the same county, wh«ce 
eveiy such chooser will meddle of any such election. 10 H. F/. 
c. 2. 

No persons shall be allowed to vote by reason of any tmnt 
estate or mortgage, unless such trustee or mortgagee be in 
actual possession or receipt of the rents and profits of the saiiie 
estate ; but the mortgagor or cestui^que trust shall vote for such 
estate. 7kSW. III. c. 25. s. 7. 

Customary Freehold. 

Corporations sole have a right to vote for lands, which they 
hold in their corporate c opacity y i. e. to them and their succes- 
•ors; as have also corporations aggregate, as the mayor and 
commonalty of a city, the heads and fellows of a college, the 
dean and chapter of a cathedral church ; but the individual 
members of these corporations are not allowed to vote. 

Mode of ascertaining the Value of the Estate. 

No person to vote for a knight of the shire, in right of lands 
which have not been charged to public taxes, church rates, sad 
perish dues, &c. and for which such person has not received the 
reiits for one year be/ore, unless such lands came to him by 
descent. 10 Anne, c. 23. s. 2. 

^ This part of the act requiring residence^ is repealed b^ 14 G. IlL 
c. 58. 
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Penons ▼otingr contrarj to this act liable to a penalty of 4QL 
But persons voting m respect of any rents, &€• or chambera iB 
iana of court, in regard of their not being charged to public 
tazeSy &Cm provided tbat they hive been asaesaed aa other mea* 
aoages of 4Xk. per anoum in the aame parish, are, by the fifth 
aectioD, exeaspted from the operation of this act. 12 Amte, sU 

O/fraudulenf and occananal Votes. 

All oonv^yanoea of any neaaaages, lands, tenements, and here- 
ditaments, in order to multiply voices, or to split and divide the 
interest in any houses or lands among several persons, to enable 
theas to vote at electiona of members to serve in ParUaunent, are 
hereby declared void and of none effect, and that no more than 
one single voice shall be admitted to one and the same house 
and tenement. 7 and 8 JV. III. c. 2&. s. 7. 

The preceding statute of William being found ineffectual to 
remedy the scandalous and fraudulent practicea used to create 
aud multiply votes, it was enacted as Ibllows : 

AH conveyancLes yra»<fu/fiit/y made to qualify any poison to 
vote, subject to conditums to defeat the same^ shall be discharged 
of such condition, and be holden and enjoyed by every such 
person to whom such conveyance shall be made, freely and ab- 
aolutely acquitted from all trusts, conditions, &c. and all bonda 
given for defeating such estate, shall be void, and all persona 
making such conveyances, or voting in favour thereof, shall be 
void. 10 Anne^ c • 23. s» 1. 

No person shall vote in any auch (county) election, for any 
freehold, without having been in the actdal possesstOH, or in the 
receipt of the rents and profits thereof, for his own use, above 
twelve calendar months^ unless the same came to him within the 
time aforesaid by descent, marriage, marriage settlement, devise, 
promotion to any benefice in a church, or by promotion to an 
office; or shall vote in consequence oC any fraudulent grant ; or 
who shall vote more than once at the same election. 18 G. II. 
c. 18. 

Voting contrary to this act incurs a penalty of 40/. 

No freeholder shall be permitted to vote at county elections^ 
in right of any tenements, which have not been charged or as« 
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aessed towards tb>» land tax within six calendar m<mths next 
before such declion. 20 G. IIL e. 17. s. 2. 

This act contains an exception for voting in right of inns of 
court, chancery, or messuages, or seats belonging to offices, not 
dually charged to the land tax ; and enacts, that all duplicates 
•of the land tax assessments, shall be kept amang the records of 
the session, to be inspected, or copies taken by any person jre- 
quiring the same. $. 7. 

The above act not to extend to persons entitled to such lands 
or tenements by descent, marriage, marriage settlements, devise, 
promotion to any benefice in a church, or promotion to an office 
within twehe calendar months before such election. 

Commissioners of the land tax are to deliver to assessors a 
printed firm of an assessment, who are to make their assess- 
ments according thereto, and a duplicate of such assessments 
shall be stuck up on the door of the parish church. 

Qualified persons, whlUp anmes are omitted in assessments, 
may appeal to the cotnmisataMn, who are to amend their assess- 
ments where defective, and an amended duplicate to be returned 
to the assessors, and delivered to the clerk of the peace at the 
next quarter sessiens. 20 G. ///• c. 17. ^.3.^ 

Assessd^ Mid chief constables altering or neglecting to dri- 
ver duplicates as above directed, shall forfeit 5/. for each offence* 
s. 4. 

If clerks of the peace shall not receive all the duplicates before 
the end of Michaeirites session yearly, the court shall immedi- 
ately fine the chief constable making default, and on failure of 
payment, fines may be levied by distress. 5. 5. 

In case chief constables make oath that assessors neglected to 
deliver said-duplicates'to them, then the fines shall be levied on 
the said assessors, except they deliver the duplicates, &c. within 
ten days after notice. 

But if assessors within the said time shall produce to the clerk 
of the peace the chief constable's receipt, then the fine shall be 
levied on the said constables. 20 G. ///. c. 17. s* 7. 

All fines to be paid to the treasurer of the county, s, 8. 

When assessments are not made and returned to the clerk of 
the peace, justices may order them to be made and returned 
forthwith, s, 9. 

Persons aggrieved may apply to the quarter sessions, giving 
ten days notice, and justices may award costs, j. 10. 
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Persons whose namps on appeal shall appear to have been im« 
properly left cot of any assessment shall be deemed to have been 
raf^d theiein. 5. II. 

Duplicatt 8 may be inspected, and the clerk of the peace is to 
deliver signed copies of the duplicate on demand, and being paid 
6cf. for every three hundred words, such duplicates to be deemed 
hgal evidence, s, 13. 

The clerk of the peace or his deputy to attend at every elec- 
tion of a knight of the shire with original duplicate, at the request 
of any candidate ; such candidate to pay him 2/. 2s» for every 
day*8 attendance, and 1^. 6d. per mile travelling charges. 20 6. 
///. c. 17. s. 14. 

After issuing any writ for election of a county member, the 
clerk of the peace shall attend gratis from nine to three each 
day, where the records of the county are usually kept, to make 
copies of duplicates, Sec. 1. 15. 

Clerks of the peace making default io any of the above clauses 
shall forfeit 500/. to the party aggrieved. Action to be brought 
within two months, s, 16. 

By the 17ih, 18th, and 10th clauses of this act, final judg* 
ment upon any verdict against a clerk of the peace shall be 
deemed a sufficient conviction. Penalties to be recovered by 
action of debt, and prosecutions to be commenced within twelve 
calendar months. 

In consequence of some jarring decisions, with respect to whe? 
ther it was necessary that the name of the ovonet should appeat 
upon the rate, the following act was passed; 
Act 30 G. III. c. 35. J. 1,2. 

This act, after reciting the preceding act, viz, 20 G. ///« 
c. 17. enacts as follows. Nothing in the said acts contained shall 
be construed to prevent any person from voting in respect of any 
tenements charged for six calendar months next before such elec- 
tion, or entitled by descent, marriage, marriage-settlement, devise, 
promotion to church benefice or office, although the name of the 
tenant or tenants actually occupying such tenements, or the 
name of the person so claiming to vote, or that of the person by 
whom such person so claiming to vote derives his title, or of the 

PART !!• vol'. IV. B B 
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predecessor of the person so claiming to YOtCy shall not be inserted 
m the assessmenty according to the form of the assessment an- 
nexed to the 20 G. ///. c. 17.* 



ANNUITI ES. 



To ^preveni fraudulent and occasional votes , in so (ar as relates 
to annul ti/ or rent-charge^ no person may vote in elections of 
knights \ii the shire, or members for cities and towns, which are 
counties of themselves, in right of any annuity or rent-cfaarg'e» 
granted before June, 17Q3» unless a certificate be entered vfrith 
the clerk uf the peace or other proper oQcer, twelve months before 
any such election begin :f and in like manner with respect to 
snch qualifications as shall come by descent, macriage, dcTise, 
presentation or promotion. 3 G, III. c. 24. s. 1. 

Nor may any person vote in any election in respect of any an- 
nuity or rent-charge granted aAer June 1, 1763, unless a memo- 
rial of the grant be duly attested and registered as aforesaid.:^ 
3 G. ///. c. 24. s. 3. 

Nor may any one vote in right of any assignment of any an- 
auxty or rent-charge made before 1763, unless a certificate of the 
original annuity be entered as aforesaid ; and if the assignment 
be made after the said ist day of June, then a memorial thereof, 
and of the grant, to be attested and registered, as is directed in 
cases of oiiginal grants. 20 G. III. c, 24. j. 4. 

Books to be kept by the proper ufiicers for entering such certi- 
ficates and memorials, who shall be allowed 1^. and no more for 
the entry of every certificate, and 2s, for the entry of every me- 
morial, and for search of every certificate or memorial, \s, ; and 



* It hu^ been held that a rector may vote in respect of tythes l«t to 
the parishioners, althou|;h he is not assessed for the same. 

t This act also prescribt s the oath to be takf n : the substance of 

which is, t!iat tl»e voter, in respect of such annuity, is really and bon& 

fide seized of the same to his own use, and that the persons under whom 

he claims were seized of the same annuity or rent-charge before June 1, 

1763. 

X This clause also prescribt s the oaths to be taken. 
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shall fhrnish every person beings desirous of a copy of the same, 
paying for such copy after the rate of 6(f. for every two hundred 
words: the officer may administer the oaths in the aforesaid 
cases, and copies attested by the proper officer shall be deemed 
legal evidence, s, 5. 

Memorials of grants or assignments made and executed above 
Jbrty mites from the office of clerk of the peace, &c. to be regis- 
tered upon producing an affidavit made by one of the witnessies 
before one of the judges of Westminster, by a master in Cham-' 
ceiy. 3 G. III. c. 24. s. 6. 

The officer or deputy to attend, upon reasonable notice and 
satisfaction, with the books of entries, at every such election. 
3 G. III. c. 24. s. 7. 

* 

Officers guilty of neglect or misdelneanor to forfeit 100/. ; and 
prosecutions to be commenced within twelve months, i. 8, 9. 



ELECTORS OF CITIES, TOWNS, BOROUGHS, AND 

CINQUE-PORTS. 

These nay be divided into three classes, vis. 

L Elbctors as Freeholders. 

2. Electors as Freemen or Burgesses. 

3. Electors as Inhabitants. 

The acts 7th and 8th W. III. to prevent fraudulent votes 
was a general act, and not confined to electors for counties only ; 
but the subsequent regulations by the acts lOth and 12th of 
Anne^ c. 23, 25, weri* confined to electors/or knights of the shire 
only ; it being however thought necessary that the provisions 
contained in the two last>mentioned acts should be extended to 
cities and towns counties of themselves, wherein persons have a 
right to vote in respect to an estate of the yearly value of 40f. ; 
act l-'i G. //. c. 20. after reciting the act 10 Anne^ c. 23. st. 1, 
2» (See supra^) and act 12 Arme^ s. 1. c. 5. (the last-men- 
tioned act since repealed by the act 18 G. II. c. 18. st. 2*) 
enacts as follows, viz. 

Persons voting as freeholders, not having an ealate one year 
before election^ shall be subject to the penalties and forfeitures 
ordained by the 19th of Anne. 13 G. II. c. 20. 

bb2 
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B«t the aet 19 G. II. e. 28. ^. 2. after reciting the act 
10 Afmef c. 23. and the act 12 Anne^ si. 1. c. 5. the act 13 G. 
IL e. 20, and the act 18 G. //. c. 18. repeals so much ef the 
act 13 G. II. as extends the said provisions to such cities and 
towns that are counties of themselres, and enacts as follows, viz* 

No person shall vote for the election ef memhers for any city 
and town, being a county of itself in respect of any freehold, 
unless assessed to the land-tax twelve calendar months next 
before snch election: provided that nothing shall extend to any 
person voting for cities and towns as are counties in themselvesy 
in right of any rents> messnages, or seats belonging to any 
offices not usually charged to the land-tax, and the coounis- 
doners of the land-tax are to sign duplicates of the assessment, 
to be delivered to the clerks of the peace, &c. and filed amongst 
the records of the sessions, and copies are to be given te persons 
paying for them after the rate of sixpence for every ibree hun- 
dred words. 19 G. II. c. 28. s. 3. 

Persons voting, to have a freehold estate ^ forty shiltingSf and 
to be in possession a^ooe twelve calendar momtks, except the 
same came to them within such time aforesaid by descent, mar- 
riage, marriage-settlement, devise, or promotion ; and no person 
shall vote in right of any freehold frandulently conveyed, or vote 
more than once at the same election, under penalty of40L 

No parliamentary or parochial tax or duty to be deemed any 
charge payable out or in respect of any freehold. 19 C. //. c. 
28. s. 5. 

This aet, other than the clauses concerning the allowance of 
cheque books, and the notice of the time and place of election, 
and piocr«'dini: to election, shall not extend to any city or town 
being a county of itself, or where the right of voting is by bur- 
giip^e tenure, or where the right of voting in respect of sudi free- 
hold does not require the same to be of the clear yearly value of 
40#. s. 3. 
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BURGAGE TENURES. 

Definition. 

Burgage tenure has beeo defined as ^ne undivided and indi-- 
visible tenement, neither ereaiedy nor capable of being created 
within time of memory , which has immemorialfy given a right of 
▼oting; or an entire indirisible tenement, hoklen of the superior 
lord jof n borough, by an inmenorial certain rent distinctly re- 
served, to which the right of Toling is incident. 

OfElectfMTS as Freemen or Burgesses. 

Hvery person, to be entitled to vote ae a freeman or burgess^ 
onght to be regularly admitted^ and the entry thereof stamped 
as directed by act 5 G, ///• ^ 

These duties have been increased by several subsequent acts, 
which were repealed by act 44 G. ///. c. 98. for consolidating 
the stamp duties, pursuant to which the duty upon admission to 
any corporation in England is now 1/. ; in Scotland, \9s. 

Officers neglecting or refusing for one month to make snch 
entry shall forfeit 20/. 5 G. III. e. 46. 

By act 3 G. III. c. 15. (the Durham Act,) no pers6n claiming 
AS a freeman to vote at any election shall be permitted to give his 
vote, unless such person shaH havie been admitted to the freedom 
•f such city, town, or borough, twelve calendar months befora 
ibe first day of such election ; but this not to extend to any per- 
son entitled to his freedom by birth, marriage, or servitude. 
.3 G. III. c. 15. s. I. 

Proceedings to obtain Admissions. 

Any person entitled to be admitted a citizen, burgess, or free- 
jnan, &c. of any city, &c. town corporate, borough, cinque- 
port, Slc. and applying to the mayor, or other proper officer, 
giving him notice, ^nd specifying the nature of his claim; if 
such mayor or other officer shall refuse to admit such person, 
and a mandamus shall issue for compelling his admission, the 
mayor, &c« shall pay all costs. 12 G. IIL c. 21. s. I. 
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FreemeD to be admitted to inspect the entries of admission, to 
take copies, &c. and a|iy mayor or bailiff denying inspection of 
snch entries, or to give copies thereof, shall for every refusal for- 
feit 100/. to be recovered by action of debt, but the action must 
be commenced within one year after cause arisen, 12« G. i//. 
c. 21. 8, 2. 

In consequence of tbe constitution of some corporations admit- 
ting of freeinen or burgesses being made either by purchase or 
faTour, without any antecedent titles, and voting for members of 
Parliament, the legislature, in some degree, to check that privi- 
lege, which had been greatly abused in many places, but parti- 
cularly Durham, enacted by Act 3 G. IIL therefore called ibe 
Durham Act, as follows, viz. 

None to vote at elections* (ei^cept persons entitled to their 
freedom by birth, marriage, or servitude,) as freemen who have 
pot been admitted 12 mouths* d G. ///. c. 15. s. I, % 

Officers of corporations, or other persons wilfully antedating 
any adpission, to forfeit &0(y. s. 3. 

Any candidatt', or his agent, or any two freemen, may inspect 
^he books and papers of admission, #• 4, 

The 5tb and (ith sections point out the mode for recovering the 
penalties, and the latter enacts, that proceedings must be com- 
menced within one year after tbe penalties incurred. 

This act shall be read by the returning officer at every elec- 
tion, where the right is in the whole or iu part in freemen, im- 
mediately after reading the 2 G. JI. c. 24. 3 G. JJL c. J6. s. 7. 

This act not to extend to London or Norwich, s. 8. 

Defendants to informations in the nature of qxio warranto for 
the exereise of any office or franchise in any city, borough, or 
town corporate, may plead the holding it for six years or more. 
32 G. II, c. 58 s. 1. 

But furfeiture of office, within six years before information, 
may be replied to such plea, s, 2. 

Titles derived under an election, not to be affected on account 
of defect in the title of the person electing, if he was in the ex- 
ercise of his office six years previous to the information, s. 3. 

Officers having the custody of the corporalion records, are to 
permit any member thereof to inspect the book of admission of 
freemen, &c. on penalty of 100/. s, 4. 



No. Ylll.] ELECTION OF IffEMBERS. d75 

0/Eletiars as Inhabitants. 

These must be— Ist. InhabitantF, householders,* or — 2d. 
Inhabitants paying scot and lot. lo some cases, as iit Peterbo- 
roQgh, &c. the electors consist of both descriptions of persoiis. 

To be an inhabitant paying scot and lot, is now understood to 
mean a person who is rated, and pays the parish taxes. 

Burgesses, Commonalty, Potwallers, and Populacy. 

Burgesses are defined by Whitelocke, to-be the inhabitants 
and freemen of boroughs, or inhabitants of towns or boroughs, 
inclosed or fortified. 

Commonalty, by the particular conslitulion and corporate 
name of a place, may signify a restricted number, but its mere 
proper and general acceptation comprehends the whole body of 
the inhabitants. 

Populacy, — ^This term, in the case of Seaford, was explained 
by the House to meati inhabitant housekeepers, paying scot and 
lot ; but in the case of Honiton, 3d February, 1710-11, the word 
populace is used both by the parties an'd the committee, as dif- 
ferent fvbm inhabitants. 

OccasixmaHty is fatal to all descriptions of inhabitants. 

Any person voting as an inhabitant, paying scot and lot, &c. 
who shall not have been so six months, previous to the election, 
shall forfeit 20/. ; but this not to extend to persons acquiring' 
possession in any borough, by de8cent,devise, marriage, marriage- 
settlement, or promotion to any ofRce or benefice, nor to persons 
claiming a right to vote, under any other description than inha- 
bitants paying scot and lot. 26 G. Ill, c, 100. 

* With respect to what persons shall be deemed householders, it has 
been determined, that no person can be deemed a householder who 
does not possess the exclusive right to the use of the outward door of 
the building, although by taking inmates he may for a time have reUn- 
quished the exercise of that ciclusive right ; nor can a person whose 
habitation is composed of more apartments than one, be so deemed^ 
unless be possess the exclusive right to the use of the staircase, doorway, 
SfC, The house must also be a dwelling house, and fbe legal roeaniog 
ef the term householder or inmate, must be determined on the general 
principles of the law of the land, and not on any thing suggested by lo- 
f al usage. 
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OF CANDIDATES. 

Tub lawft relttWe to candidates for seats in Parliament may 
be divided into three dassf^s, vis. 

L Of Persons iveligible to be Members. — 2. Of their 
Qualifications ; and— 3. Op their Priyileges. 

1. Of Persons i$iel^ble to be Members. 

Minors. — ^Persona under 21 yearSt who shall presume to sit 
or vote in Parliament, shall incur such penalties and forfeitores^ 
as if they had presumed to sit and vote without being- chosen or 
letnrned, and every election or return of any person under that 
age» is declared to be null and void. 7 Sf S fV. IIL c. 25. 

Commons Journal, 10th March^ 16239 and \%th February, 

1625. 

Aliens by the law of Parliament are incapable of being mem* 
hers, and excluded by a vote of the House. 

Denizens and naturalized Aliens.— fio person born out of 
England, Scotland, or Ireland, or the dominions thereunto be* 
longing, is capable of being a member of either House. 12 Sf 
13 n\ III. c. 2. 

No p^'ison to be naturalized unless in the bill there be a disa* 
bling clause inserted, nor any bill to be received for that purpose 
without such clause. 1 G. J, r. 4. s. 2. 

Papists, by 30 Cur. II. c. 1. which directs the oaths of alle- 
S^iance and supremacy, and the dfclaration against popery. 

Traitors avd/elons, as being incapable to sit any where. 

Outlaws in ciirainal prosecutions, but not in civil suits. 

Ideots and Madmen, and Deo/' and Dumby (said to be.) 

Peers and Judges, as constitutiner a separate branch of the 
legislature. 

Sheriffs, Mayors, and Bailiffs of Boroughs in their respec- 
tive jurisfiictions, as being returning officers. 

A person who is elected to serve in the House of Commons by 
the people, may, by the law and custom of Parliameat, be disa- 
bled and incapable to sit as a member, as where a person has 
been guilty of any crime which renders him infamous^ and the 
like. 
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Brt^^ry.— Persons guilty of a breach of the Treating Act, 
labour ander a temporary incapacity. 

Members on double returns are iocapable of sitting till the 
returns are (ieteriniBfd by a committee ; and there is a resolu- 
tion of the Hourte to this effect, made at the commencement of 
every seMion. 

Members w^o have taken their seats are ineligible for any 
other place^ until they have vacated their former seats ; but per- 
sons elected for one place, may, before they take their seats, be 
returned for any other place; in which case, by an order of the 
Hous«, they are to make their election by that day three weeksy 
for which of the* places they will serve, provided there be no 
question upon the return from that place. 

No mv'mbers, except commissioners of the treasury and land 
tax, to be concerned directly or indirectly, in farming, collect- 
ing, or manas;ing any of the salt duties, granted by this or any 
other subsequent act relative thereto, b W. Sf M. c. 7. 

No member of Parliament shall be a commissioner or farmer 
of the excise, or a commissioner of appeals, or comptroller, or 
auditor of the duty of excise ; and such person, if- elected, is de- 
clareci inrapahle of sitting in the House of Commons. 11 it 12 
W. ih. c. 2. s. 15. 

No member to be a commissioner, or farmer of the customs, 
and persons executing such offices shall be incapable of sitting. 
12 and 13 W. III. c. 10. s. 89, 90. 

Pei-suns also holding any new officCy or place of profit what- 
soever under the crown, created since the year 1705, snail be 
incapable of sitting.* 6 Anne^ c. 7. s. 25. 

Merobera accepting any office of profit, whilst members, their 
election to be void ; but such persons may be re-elected. ' 6 
Anney c. 7 s. 26. 

No office to be executed by too many commissioners, s, 27. 

This act not to extend to officers of the army or navy. j.'28. 

Persons disableri, if returned as members, their election'to be 
void, and to be ii.<hle to a penalty of 500/. s. 29. '"' 



* Ry act 15 Geo. IL c. 13. s. 8. governors, directors, or proprieton 
of ihe Bank of England, shall not be thereby iocapacitattd from taking 
their seats in Parliament. „. 



* »•• 
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Pensimers of the Crown* 

After reciting act 6 Anne, c. 7. it is enacted, that no person, 
bating a pension from the crown, shall be capable of being 
elected a member of the House of Commons, under penaltj of 
forfeiting 20/. for erery day's sitting. 1 G. /. st. 2. c. 56. 

Placemen. 

No commissioners of the revenue in Ireland, or of the detj or 
vietvalling office, or any deputies or clerks in any of the said 
offices, or in any of the following offices, viz. the lord high trea« 
surer, or commissioners of the treasury, auditor, tellers, or cban- 
eellor of the exchequer, commissioners of the admiralty, paymas- 
ters of the army er navy, principal secretaries of state, or com- 
missioners of salt, stamps, appeals, wine-licences, hackney 
coaches, hawkers and pedlars ; persuns holding any office, civil 
or military, in the island of Minorca, or in Gibraltar, except 
officers holding commissions in any regiment there only, shall be 
capable of being elected, or sitting or vo<iug as a member of 
any parliament. 15 Geo. II. c» 22, s, 1. 

The returns of such members to be declared void^ and the 
persons so sitting, or voting, shall be liable to a penalty of £20 
for every day of such sitting, and be incapable of holding any 
office of honor or profit uuder his Majesty. 15 Geo, IL c. 22. 
S.2. 

Exempts the treasurer and comptroller of the navy, the secre- 
taries of the treasury, secretary to the chancellor cf the exche- 
quer, secretaries to the admiralty, under-secretarj to any of the 
principal secretaries of slate, or the deputy-paymaster of the 
army, from the operations of this act. s. 3. 

For further securing the freedom and independence of Parlia- 
ment, all persons holding contracts for the public service, are 
declared incapable of being elected or sitting, and any member 
accepting a contract, his seat shall be void ; but by sec. 3. this 
not to extend to incorporated trading companies. 22 G, III. c. 
45. s. I, 2. 

Persons disqualified by this act, if elected, such election to 
be void ; and disabled persons who shall sit in the House of 
Commons, shall forfeit 500/. for each day. 
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A comyiMMi shall be inserted in all public contracts, that no 
member of the House of Commons shall have any share thereof; 
and contractors admitting members to share in their contracts, 
sbaU iorieit 500/.» and prosecutions shall be commenced within 
twal?e months. 22 G. III. c. 45. i. 10, 11. 

Priests and deacons in the church of England, and ministers 
of tha church of Scotland, are also disabled. 41 G. ///• r. 68. 



QUAUFICATIONS OF MEMBERS. 

By an old stat. 1 Hen. V. c. 1. knights of shires were not to 
be chosen, unless resident wiikin the shire ^ the day of the date 
of the writ, and the citizens and burgesses resident^ dnoeUing^ 
and free in the same cities and boroughs. Th<'s« regulations, 
however, although not absolutely repealed, are nevertheless now 
disregarded. 

Knights of the shires shall be notable knights of the same 
counties t or shall be able to be knights^* and no man to be such 
kmghtf who stands in the degree of yeoman, or under. 23 Hen* 
Vi. c. 14. 

No person shall be capable to sit and vote as a member of 
the House of Commons, who shall not have an estate of freehold 
or copyhold for his own l{fe^ or some greater estate, either in 
law or equity, over and above what will satisfy and cltrar all 
inoambrancea, of the respective annual valoe hereinafter limited, 
vis. 600/. per annum for every knight of the shire, and 300/. 
per annum for every citizen, burgeu, or baron of the cinque 
ports ; and persons not being possessed of such estates respoc* 
tively, their election and return shall be void. 9 Anne, c. 5. 

This act not to extend to the eldest son of a peer, or of a per- 
son qualified to be a knight of the shire ; and the universities 
may elect members as formerly. Anne, c, 5. 5. 2, 3. 

No person to be qualified by virtue of any mortgaged premises^ 

* At the time of making this statute, freeholders of 40/. per annum 
ftere compellable to take the order of knighthood, which law was 
abolished hj st, 16 Charles J. c. 1.; and a much larger qualification 
required by 9 Anne^ e, 5. — See above. 
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unless the mortgagee hat been in possessiott seven f/ears before 
the election. 9 Anne, c. 5. s. 4. 

EFery caRdidate, at the request of another candidate, or of. 
two ef the roters, shall take the oaths of qualification, according 
to the form therein prescribed, via. 600/. for a county, and dOOL 
for a city. 

Such oaths lo be administered by the sheriff or under«eheriff 
of such county, or mayor, bailiff, or other officers for any city» 
borough, or port, who shall, wi^Atii three months after the taking 
thereof, certify the same into the Queen*s Bench, or Chancery^ 
under penalty of 100/. and any candidate refoaing to take the 
oath, his election to be void. 

One shilling only shall be received as a fee for administering 
the oath, two shillings for the certificate, and two ahiliings for 
filing, s. 8. 

All members (not particularly excepted, vis. the Scotcb mem- 
bers, and members for the universities) are to deliver in at the 
table, while thf house is sitting, a signed schedule of their re- 
spective qualifications, and to take and subscribe the oatba pie* 
scribed therein, which oaths are to be administered by the 
House, and enrolled after the usual oaths of qualification having 
been taken, and the schedules are to be filed.* SS G. //• c* 20. 
Any member presuming to act contrary thereto, or without 
being duly qualified, his election shall be void, and a new writ 
shall be issued. ^3 G. //. c. 20. s. 2. 

By sect. 3, the eldest sons, or heirs apparent, of peers, or 
lords of Parliament, or of persons qualified to be knighta of the 
shire, mt^inbers of universities, or Scots members, are exempted 
from the operation of this act. 

For disabling papists to sit in the House, no member shall 
act until he has taken the oaths of alliance and supremacy, 
and subscribed the declaration therein mentioned. 80 Car. IL 
St. 2. c. 1. 

Het^ulates the time and place of taking the oaths, and making 
and subscribing the declaration, s, 4. 

^ 

* By act 33 Geo. Ill, c, 20, extending these qualifications to mem- 
bers of the united Parliament, qualifications may be situate in England, 
Wales, Berwick-upon-Tweed, or Ireland. 
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Members of Pariiament not swearing and declaring as afore- 
said, and recusants conrict are forbidden the king*8 and qneen^s 
presence, under penalty of 500/. 80 G*eo. //. st. 2. c. 1. s. 5, 0. 

Either house of Parliament may cause any of their members 
to swear or «ubschbe as aforesaid. $. 7. 

The plact4 of members disabled to vote shall be Toid, and 
Writs shall be issued for new elections, s. 8. 

No member of either house of Parliament shall be capable of 
ipolingy &c till he has taken the abjuration oath ; and members 
presuming to vote contrary hereto, shall forfeit 500/. 



ABSTRACTS OF THE ACTS 

FOR REGULATING ELECTIONS IN 

LONDON, NORWICH, AND COVENTRY. 



Upon all elections by the lively men and at the wardmotes, 
the presiding officer is to appoint a convenient number of clerks 
to take the poUy and none are to. be polled who are not sworn ; 
(this clause also prescribes the liveryman*s oath ;) on refusal to 
swear, the poll to be rejected. M. C. I. c. 18. 

The oaths to be taken, if required, as appointed by 1. G. !!• ' 
$U 2. c. 13; and the preceding officer and sworn clerk to admi- 
nister the oaths, on penalty of 60/. 5. 2. 

Taking false oaths, or suborning others so to do, to be deemed 
perjury. $, 3. 

If a poll shall be demanded, the presiding officer shall begin 
tbe same upon the day it is demanded, or the next day following 
at the farthest, except Sunday, and proceed thereinyrom day to 
day^ until such poll be finished, and shall finish the poll at 
elections by the livery myn within seven days (exclusive of Sun- 
day,] and the poll at the wardmotes wilhin three days (exclosive 
of Sunday) after the commencing; the same respectively, and 
ahally upon adjourning the poll each day at each election^ seal 
up the poll books with the seals, and in the presence of such of 
the candidates as shall desire the same, and the said poll-book 
shall not be opened again but at the place of election, and be 
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duly and traly cast op ; and within two doyt after suck caitiBgs 
op, the number of the Totea or polls for each candidate shall he 
hirlj and publicly declared to the electors at the place of elee- 
tion ; and if a scrutiny be demanded, the scrutineers shall not 
exceed six on each side : the scmtinyy if demanded, shall be 
commenced within ten days after the deliFery of the copies of 
the said polls, and be proceeded upon day by day, (Sundays 
excepted,) and be finished within fifteen days after the comme»ee* 
ment of such scrutiny, and the presiding officer shall, within Ibor 
days after finishing such scrutiny, publicly declare at the place 
of such election which of the candidates are duly elected, and 
the number of legal votes appearing to him upon the scrutiny. 
7 11 G,Lc. lS.s.4. 

This section also regulates the dectioos at wardmotes, and 
enacts that true copies of the objections against the pollers shall 
be delivered, and subjects persons offending to 2MU penalty. 

After any election and scrutiny, a true list lo be gireo of the 
-1 voters disallowed by the presiding officers under their hands, to 

any candidate who shall demand the same within six days after 
such demand, such candidate paying for the same. «• 5. 

The mayor is to issae precepts to the companies to bring in 
lists, s. 6. 

The mayor, upon request by any candidate or his agent, on 

'^ i any election where a scrutiny shall be demanded and granted, 

; shall issue precepts as has been usual, requiring the roasters 

and wardens of the livery companies to cause their clerks forth- 
with to deliver two true lists of all the liverymen of their re- 
spective companies, who shall return them on eath within three 
days after the receipt of such precept, one of which lists the 
mayor is to cause to be delivered to the candidates on each side 
at such election, or their agents. 5. 6. 

No person shall vote at any election, who shall not have been 
upon the livery twelve calendar months before snch election ; 
and who shall not have paid their respective livery fines, or, 
having paid them, shall have received back any allowance in 
respect thereof, nor who shal/, within two years before such 
election, be discharged from paying any of the rates or taxes 
payable by the citizens of London, or within the above period 
have received alms, and the vote of every such person shall be 
void. s. 14. 

The 20th section prescribes the distribution of forfeitures* 
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Norwich. 

Persons, before they are permitted to poU as freemen, must 
take the oath prescribed by this act, and ii refusings their Totes 
to be disallowed. 8 G. 11. c. 8. 

One of the clerks is also by this set to go into the prisons to 
take the votes there, and persons guilty of perjury are to be 
punished es in other eases. 

Coventry. 

An open council is to be held at St. Mary's Hall on the first and 
last Tuesday in every month. 21 G. III. e. 54. 

By the 2d section of this act, the fee for taking up freedoms 
for this city shall not exceed three shillings, exclusive of stamps. 

Persons taking up their freedom are to produce regular in- 
dentures of apprenticeship for seven yearM^ and declare, upon 
oath, the name of the master, the trade to \vhich they served, 
the place of residence during the time they served, and their 
own residence at the time of claiming to be admitted to their 
freedoms, s, 3, 7. 

The tQwn clerk is to enter all the above particulars in a bool^ 
and lists of the names of all the freemen, &c. admitted, are to be 
pasted on the church door^. 21 G. III. c. 54. #. 6. 

No council to be held for admitting the claims of freemen^ 
after notice given by the sheriff for any election. 

The electors are to be sworn, and the parties swearing falsely 
to be liable to all the penalties of perjury, s. 7. 

Returning ofUcers admitting persons to poll without being 
sworn, and members of the council for refusing to admit eiectort* 
to be liable to a penalty of 100/. s. 9, 10. 

If the town clerk shall neglect, or make fraudulent entries, be 
shall forfeit 10/. for every such offence. 

This act shall not extend to any freemen of the said city, bat 
f uch as have a right to vote for the election of members of par- 
liament for the said city. s. 13. 

The remaining sections of this act prescribe the election 
booths to be erected in the market place, called Cross Cheap* 
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ing ; regelate the recovery of penalties; limit aetions to be 
broQght within two years* and coostitnte this a public act, and 
enact that deeds or indentures of apprenticeships, &c« shall be 
registered by the town clerk. 

Esclusire of the aboFe, there are certain acts which have been 
made of a local natore* as 34 and 35 Hen. VIIL for Cheshire ; 
95 Hen. VIlL c. IL for Wales; 25 Charlti JL c. 9. for Dor* 
ham ; 5 Anne^ e. 13 ; 9 Anne, e. 5. ; 12 Anne^ c. 6. ; and 7 G. 
Il.y. 16. for Scotland ; with respect to which it may be ob- 
serred in general, that all the laws which concern elections 
throughout the counties of* England^ are also in force throogh- 
oot the united kingdom. 

The mode relative to elections for ScoUand will be seen here- 
aAer. 



*y 



THE ELECTION OF THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
ROYAL BOROUGHS OF SCOTLAND. 

Thb following is the substance of the laws for electing mem* 
here of the royal boroughs, as inserted in the Treaty of Union, 
viz. The city of Edinburgh is allowed to elect one commissioner 
or representative to serve in Parliament ; and the remainder of 
the boroughs are divided into fourteen districts^ each disinct to 
send one representative. Each borough is governed by its own 
charter or srt. The members of Parliament art? not chosen by 
the inhabitants at large at the different boroughs, but by dele* 
gates chosen by the councils of the different boroughs of the 
fourteen districts. Thus the right of election is delegated to 
four, or at most ^ve ji>€rsons, who elect the member for the 
boroug:hs they represent. 

Willi »! ,j ect to the mode of election of the Jifieen representor 
tives, it is ordered, that the sheriff of the shire of Edinburgh 
shall, ('p the receipt of the writ directed to him, forthwith direct 
his prectpt to the lord provost of Edinburg^h, to cause a burgess 
to be rlecltd for (hat cit) ; and, on receipt of such precept, the 
city of EHiuburgb shail elect their member, and their common 
clerk sh !! ceriify b»s name to the sheriff of Edinburgh, who 
shall annex it to his writ, and return it. 

The mode of electing a memberybr the city of Edinburgh is 
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as follows; the right of election is vested in the whole magis- 
trates and coancily ordinary and extraordinary. The clerk takes 
the oath against bribery, and to make a faithful return. 

The form prescribed for the election of the representatives of 
the/ourteen districts of boroughs, is as follows : the sheriff, on 
receiving the writ, endorses on it the date at which it came to 
hand ; he then makes out a precept to every borough within his 
jurisdiction, requiring them to elect a commissioner to meet at 
the presiding borough of the district, there to assist in electing 
a bargess to serve in Parliament. These precepts must be deli- 
vered by the sheriff to the chief magistrate residing in each bo- 
rough, within four days from the receipt of the writ, under the 
penalty of ^ne hundred pounds for each offence. 

Under a similar penalty, the chief magistrate must endorse 
upon the precept the date of its delivery, and within two days 
most call a meeting of the council of the borough, to fix a day, 
at the distance of at least two free days, for the election of a 
commissioner or delegate to go to the head-borough to vote at 
the election of the member for the district. 

When the council is met for this election, they first take the 
oath of allegiance, and sign the assurance ; and also take the oath 
of abjuration, if required by any member. The town clerk then 
takes an oath against bribery, and to make a faithful retoni. 
The members of the meeting also take an oath againsUbribery, 
if any of the number require it. The votes are then pnt, and 
the clerk is directed to draw up a commission to the person who 
has the majority, and to sign it, and affix to it the commBn 
seal of the borough. The clerk not doing his duty forfeits ^ve 
hundred pounds to the commissioner duly elected. No particular 
qualification is requisite to entitle a person to be elected com- 
missioner for a borough. The commissioners from the different 
boroughs being thus chosen, meet at the presiding or head-bo- 
rough of the district, on the thirtieth day after the date of tht 
writ ; or if that should fall on Sunday, on the day follovriog, 
betwixt eleven and twelve o'clock before noon. The commis- * 
sioner from the presiding borough, administers to the clerk of 
bis own borough, (who is also clerk of the meetings) an oath 
against bribery, and that he shall make a faithful return. 

If the clerk refuse to act, or take the oath, the commissioners 
have power to choose another, and adnunister the oath to him* 
The commissions are then read; and protests may be entered 

FAET It. TOL* IT. C C 
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agfainst them. The commissioners take the oaths to govern- 
ment, and the oath against bribery ; they then pFe their rotes 
for a burgess to serve in parliament ; and the person presiding, 
and clerk, haviut;^ signed the minutes, the meeting is dissolved. 

If, however, any person assert that he was daly elected dele- 
gate from a borough in the district, bnt has got no commission^ 
and declare for whom he would have voted; upon taking the 
oatbsy his declarations will be inserted in the minutes of the 
meeting, but he cannot be allowed to vote. 

The clerk of the meeting must retorn to the sheriff the person 
who is elected by the majority of commissioners, prodncing re- 
gular commissions, sighed by the clerk, and having the commoii 
seal of their borough annexed ; leaving it to the Floase of Com- 
mons, on petition, to rectify any errors or injustice that may 
have been committed. 

If the votes of the commissioners are equal, the commissioQeT 
chosen by the presiding borough, besides his own, has also a 
casting vote; and the borougiis preside by rotation. 

If a vacancy should happen during the sitting of parliament, 
by the death of the member, or by his acceptance of a place, the 
Y>orough which presided last, continues to do so at this interm^ 
diate election, and its commissioner has the casting vote. 

If the commissioner from the borough be absent, or refase to 
vote, the commissioner from the borough which presided last but 
one, lias the casting vote, over and above his own ; and if be too 
be absent, or refuse to vote, it goes to the commissioner of the 
borough which presided last but two, and so on backwards. 

If a borough have no magistrates at the time of an election, on 
acconnt of liaving been deprived of its elective privileges, and 
not yet revived, iht- next borough in order entitled to preside, 
becomes the reluming borough, and its commissioner has the 
casting vote; and the borough which ought to have presided, i$ 
not allowed to do so, till all the others of the disliicl have pre- 
sided in thfir turn. 

If a cotnmis';ioner, after he is chosen, cannot attend on the 
day of ilrction, a town council has no power to choose a new 
ronv.nis ionor to vote for them at the election of the member for 
tlie (li tiict. 

Any man, not ( tlierwist; incapacitated from holding a seat in 
pailianit^ut, may be cltcied to serve as member for the city of 
Edinburgh, or for a district of boroughs in Scotland. It is eVea 
no good objection, that he has not been created an honorary 
burgess of any borough in the district. 
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ELECTIONS FOR IRELAND. 

Abstract of yicls passed in the United Parliament of Great J5ri» 

tain since the Irish Union. 

By the 41 G. ///. c. 52. s. 1, 2» 3, all persons disabled from 
sitting in the British parliament shall be disabled from sitting in 
the united parliament, and all persons disabled from sitting in 
the Irish parliament shall be disabled from sitting for Ireland, 
and all persons disabled by British statutes shall not hereby be 
enabled to sit for Ireland. 

By section 4, persons holding certain specified places in Ire- 
land, riz. commissioners of the customs, excise, stamp duties* 
(except commissioners of the treasury,) commissioners of 
appeals, accounts, army agents, contractors, (except members of 
trading companies,) deputies, or clerks of the treasury, (except 
the secretary of the treasury,) auditors of the exchequer, or chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, (except the secretary,] .or clerks to conn 
missioners of stamps ef appeals, shall be disabled from sitting in 
any future parliament of the united kingdom. 

Persons holding places under the lord lieutenant, created sinco 
33 Geo. III. c. 41. shall also be in future disabled. 41 G. IIL 
c. 52. s. 5. 

Disabled persons sitting in parliament shall incur the penalties 
under former British or Irish acts, and if disabled under this act, 
shall forfeit £500 per day* s. 6. 

This act net to extend to offices held for life, or daring good 
behariour, except in certain cases. $. 8. 

Members accepting offices under the crown, shall thereby 
vacate their seats, but they may be re-elected, s. 9. 

Abstract of 42 Geo. IIL c. 59. 

This act, which is entitled, ** An Act for amending the 35th 
of his present Majesty, for regulating the Election of Members to 
serve in Parliament, and for repealing the several acts therein 
mentioned," after reciting, that no person shall be admitted to 
vote at any election of a member to serve in parliament, by 
virtue of a freehold under the yearly value oi twenty pounds^ 
unless such freehold should have been in his actual occupation^ 
either by his residing thereon, or tilling or grazing the same to 
the amovQt oi forty shUlingi yearly value thereof, at the time of 
his registering the same pmisuant to the provisions of the said 

GC2 
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acty and also for six successive calendar months at the least be- 
tween the date of such registry and the teste of the writ for hold- 
ing the election, unless such freehold shall come to soch persoa 
by devise, descent, marriage, or marriage settlement, and was 
demised at the time it so came, and continued at the time of 
such election to be held under him by virtue of such demise : 
and also reciting that the aforesaid wholesome proTisions of the 
said recited act might be evaded by preteuded grants or of agree- 
ments for leases for a life or lives, though no lease shall have 
been executed, or such life or lives been nonynated ; enacts. 
That every person who, from and after the passing of this act, 
shall register a freehold under the yearly value of twenty poumdtp 
not arising from a rent charge, shall register the same io maoner 
and form following, instead of registering it in maaner and form 
prescribed by the said recited act, or any law or laws now in 
force; (that is to say,) he shall at any sessioas of the peace far 
the county, town, or city, wherein bis freehold lies, held twehe 
months at the least previous to the teste of.the writ for balding 
the election at which he shall tender his vote, produce in open 
court, the deed, lease, or instrument uader which his freehold 
arises, and take and subscribe an oath, or, if a quaker» tbe affii^ 
mation. 

And if the freehold in right or virtue whereof any person shall 
desire to qnalify himself to vote shall not arise by virtue of a 
deed, lease, or instrument, tbe person desiring to register it shall 
describe the same in the oath or affirmation so to be talcen by 
him, according to the true state and nature of bis tenure ; in 
which case the words in the foregoing oath, importing that the 
same arisen; by virtue of deed, lease, or instrument, shall be 
omitted, and such description inserted in the place thereof. 

Every such oath or affirmation shall be read aloud in open 
court, and be signed by two at least of the justices presiding 
there ; and shall be then delivered by the court to the acting 
clerk of the peace, to be filed and kept amongst the records of 
the county, city, or town, wherein such freehold shall lie. s, 2. 

Every deed, lease, or instrument produced by any person 
making: the affidavit or affirmation aforesaid, shall be indorsed at 
the time in open court by the acting clerk of the peace, with his 
name and the day of the month and year; and the clerk of the 
peace shall then and there compare the deed, lease, or instrument 
with the affidavit of registry; and he shall within ten days from 
the date hereof, enter into the book of his registry the date 
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thereof, the names of the parties, and the name or names of the 
Kfe or lives for ^hich the same is held. s. 3. 

By section 4, No person shall be admitted to vote at any elec- 
tion to be held in Ireland for a member to serve in Parliament* 
by virtue of a freehold under the clear yearly value of twenty 
poundSf who shall not have so registered his freehold twelve ca- 
lendar months at the least before the teste of the writ for holding 
the election at which he shall offer his vote ; and that every 
person who shall offer to vote as a freeholder, in right of a free- 
bold under the yearly value of twenty pounds, shall, before he 
shall be admitted to poll at any election, if so required by the 
sheriff or any elector, declare upon oath from whom he holds or 
derives his freehold, if he holds it under any person or persons; 
and if the same be situate in a city, town corporate, or market 
town, and describe the street or part of the city or town in 
which the same is situate, and who are his next resident neigh- 
boars, and when the same was granted, and for what life or lives, 
and whether such life or lives, or any of them, is or are in being 
at the time of such election; and whether he is the person who 
actually registered the freehold under which he desires to vote ; 
and the said declarations, in all such cases, shall be entered in 
the poll book taken by the sheriffs, or their deputies, at such 
election; and he shall, if so required by any elector, before he 
be admitted to poll, take an oath. 

The blanks in the said oath or affirmation shall be filled up 
in conformity to the oath or affirmation which the pei-son going 
to take the same shall have taken at the time of his registering 
such freehold, s. 6. 

From and after the commencement of this act, all the provi- 
sions, clauses, conditions, regulations, and penalties of the said 
recited acts, or any acts amending the same, with respect to 
freeholds, under the yearly value of twenty pounds, and which 
are not hereby altered or repealed, shall be applied, construed, 
deemed, and taken, to extend to freeholds under the value of 
twenty pounds, the registry whereof is, by this act, directed and 
required, as fully and effectnally as if the same were hereby and 
herein specifically enacted and applied thereto* s. 7. 

If any person shall fraudulently and knowingly grant any in- 
terest importing to be a freehold, which really is not so, with 
intent to enable any person to vote, such grant shall be good 
and valid against the grantor thereof for every purpose bat ena- 
bling the grantee to vote, s, S. 

If such grantor shall be possessed only of ^ term of years 
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therein, and shall demise the same, or any part thereof^ lor a 
life or lives, with intent to induce the lessee therein to le^stei 
such a freehold, or to vote as a freeholder thereout, he shall for- 
feit one hundred pounds to any person who shall sue for the 
same hy action, hill, plaint, or information in any court of law. 
s. 9. 

For the better securing the due re^try of freeholds, the 
several clerks of the peace, or their deputies, of the several 
counties of Ireland, shall, at the general quarter sessions of the 
peace, or adjournment thereof next after his appointment, take 
and subscribe an oath : which oath the said clerks and deputy 
elerks of the peace are hereby required to deliver to the treasurer 
of the county, to preserve amongst the records of the county* 
$. 10. 

The said several and respective clerks and deputy clerks of 
the peace shall, from time to time, as directed by the 35 G. II J. 
give to every freeholder who shall require the same, a full, tme, 
and correct return of the names of all such persons as shall re- 
gister their freeholds according to the directions of this act and 
of the said act of the thirty -fifth year of his present Majesty's 
reign, and shall certify, at the foot thereof, that the said return 
so made is true and correct, according to the schedule hereunto 
annexed, s. 11. 

By section 1*2. this act not to prevent persons voting before 
a time thcrfin limited, s. 1*2. 

For the greater convenience of registering freeholds^ every ad- 
journment of a sessions of the peace, and adjourooient of an ad- 
journment, shall be deemed a sessions of tbe peace within the 
meaniii? of the 35 G. III. and this present act ; and in case 
there shall have been no adjournment of such sessions, or no 
adjournment of an adjournment of such sessions, and that such 
sessions shall in that case lapse, a sessions shall be holden at 
which tlie cletk of the peace or his deputy shall attend, for tbe 
purpose of registering of freeholders, the first Monday in the 
next month, at the place where the last quarter sessions of the 
peace shall have been held for the purpose of registering of free- 
holders ; and every adjournment of every such sessions to any 
city or market town within the county shall be deeiued and 
taken to be a sessions within the meaning of tbe said act or this 
present act. s. 13. 

By section 14. taking any false oath or affirmation under 
this act, to be deemed perjury^ and punished accordiagly. 
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IRISH PETITIONS. 

All former British acts respecting^ petitions* for undue elee- 
tioflSy returnsy opposing right of election* &e. are extended to 
such petitions to the united Parliament from any place |in the 
united kingdom. 41 G. III. c. 101. and 42 G. ///. c. 106. 

Former regulations of British acts are extended to petitions on 
Irish elections. 42 G. I//, c. 106. s. I. 

Irish petitions shall state all matters to which witnesses ate 
to he examined, s. 2. 

Parties shall interchange lists of voters, s. 3. 

The committee may, on application of the parties* make an 
Older for appointing commissioners to take evidence in Ireland^ 
as to matters assigned and limited by the committee, s. 4* 7. 

Prescribes the mode of nominating such commtssionets, si 
8,15. 

The chairman of the committee shall issue his warrant to the 
commissioners to proceed, and the committee shall adjouni. 
42 G. ///. c. 106. s. 14, 15, 16. 

The 17th and 25th sections regulate the proceedings of the 
commissioners. 

When the evidence is closed, the commissioners shall trans- 
mit one copy thereof to the clerk of the crown in Ireland, and 
another to the speaker of the House of Commons, who may 
reassemble a committee, who shall proceed to determine the 
merits of elections, determining all matters referred to the com- 
missioners, according to the evidence transmitted to them. s. 
23, 26. 

Commissioners may re-assemble on warrant of the committee. 
*.27. 

Sect. 28, 30. inflict the penalties of perjury, and compel the 
attendance of witnesses; and the 31st section regulates the 
allowance to commissioners. 

By 47 G. ///. c, 14. the clerk to the commissioners for tak- 
ing evidence under the above act, 43 G, ///. c. 106. shall be 
sworn by the chairman faithfully and truly to take down in 
writing thu evidence adduced, and cause the same to be faith- 
fully transcribed for the use of the commissioners, &c. 

Officers employed in any department of the revenue in Ire- 
land are incapacitated for twelve months after holding such office. 
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from voting^ at elections for members for Ireland, under penalty 
of 100/. ; but this act is not to extend to patent offices ; s. 2. 
Bor to persons resigning before June 1, 1803. 43 G. Ill* c. 26. 
s. \, 3. 
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No petitions complaining of an nndne return shall be pro-< 
needed upon in the manner prescribed in act 10 G. ///. c. 16* 
and 11 G. ///. c. 42. and 25 G. ///. c. 84. unless the sam* 
shall be subscribed by a person claiming therein to have had a 
right to vote^ or be returned, or alleging himself to have been 
a candidate at the election. 2 G. ///. c. 52. s,l. 

A day and hour shall be appointed by the House for takings 
the same into consideration, and the speaker shall give the 
notice and order to attend. 10 G. ///. c. 16. 

Where there are several parties on distinct interests, the like 
notices and orders to be <i^iven to al). 11 G. Ill* c. 42. 

No petition shall be taken into consideration within fourteen 
days after the commencement of the session, nor within fourteen 
days after the return filed, s. 2. 

The House may alter the time on like notice and order. 10 G* ^ 

III. s. 3. 

Proceedings on the death of members petitioned against , where 
no notice is given to defend* 

In cases above-specified, where the speaker shall be informed 
oft fie death of any sitting member, or that any member peti- 
tioned against does not intend to defend his election, such 
speaker shall immediately send notice thereof to the sheriff, who , 

shall order a copy of the same to 'be affixed on the doors of the 
county or town hall, or nearest the church, and notice also to 
be inserted in the Gazette. The order for taking such petition 
into consideration shall also be adjourned. 28 G. Ill* c. 52. 

Within thirty days after notice so inserted in the Gazette, 
any voter may present a petition to be admitted a party in the 
complaint, i. 3. 

Members giving notice of their intention to defend their elec« j . 

Iton, not to be admitted as parties against any such petition, nor '} 

to sit in the House till the petition i^ decided, s.4. j 

* 
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No proceeding to be had upon any petition, unless on« Qf the 
iubscribers enter into a recognizance to appear before the House 
at the time fixed for taking it into consideration ; and if no re- 
cognizance be duly entered into, the order for taking the petition 
into consideration shall be discharged, unless cause shall be seen 
for enlarging the time, s, 5. 

Recognizances to be entered into before the speaker, and the 
sufiiciency of the sureties te be allowed of by him on the report 
of two persons appointed by the speaker to examine the same, of 
which two persons, the clerk or clerk assistant of the House shall 
always be one, and one of the following ofiicers, not being members, 
the other, viz. masters in Chancery, clerks of the court of King's 
Bench, prothonotaries in the Common Pleas, and clerks in the 
Court of Exchequer, s. 6. 

Sureties living more tbaa forty miles from London may enter 
into recognizance before a justice; and affidavits made before a 
master in Chancery, or a justice, to be received as evidence of 
the sufficiency of sureties, s. 7. 

Recognizances of petitioners not appearing before the Hou&e 
at the time fixed for proceeding to the appointment of a select 
committee, to be certified into the Exchequer, such recogniz- 
ances and certificate to be delivered by the cleik assistant into 
tke Exchequer, s, 8. 

Of Petitions to oppose the Right, 

Persons may, within twelve months after the report, pelilion 
to be admitted to oppose the right of election by such report 
•stablished. 28 G. ///. c. 52. s. (26. 

If uo such petitions be presented, the judgment of the com- 
mittee to he conclusive, s. 27. 

Forty days are to intervene between the presenting and heariug 
fuch pf^titions. s, 28. 

Befo.»' the hearing such petitions, any person may peti- 
tion to i) Lulmiited to defend such right of election, s, 29. 

Committee to be appointed to try the merits of such petitions, 
whose dettrminaiions shall be conclusive, s. 30. 

The act 2 Geo. II, c, 24. s, 4. is repealed as far as relating 
to any determination subsequent to passing this act ; and all the 
rules and regulations of the act 10 Geo. Ill, c. 16. the 11 Geo. 
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III. c. 42. and the 25 Geo. Ill, c. 84. shall remaiii in force 
with respect to committees appointed under this act, and regular 
tiona touching recognizances and payment of costs, not to appl j 
to petitions relating solely to questions respecting the right of 
election, s. 31, 32. 

Of Renewed Petitions. 

Renewed petitions, as to the fight, to be prosecuted withii^ 
fourteen days after e?ery new session, and taken into considera* 
tion within fourteen days after presenting. 34 G. III. e» 83» 
s. 1. 

If not renewed within fourteen days, the judgment of com- 
mittees to be final ; and renewed petitions delivered in together 
at the table, shall be read in the order in which they were di- 
rected to be taken into consideration in the last session. 

Of withdrawing Petitions. 

No petitions shall be withdrawn, unless the member's scat 
shall have been vacated. 28 G. III. c. 52. s. 8. 



COMMITTEES. 



Of Select Committees. 



By 10 G. ///. c. 16. (commonly called Mr. GieuTille's Act,) 
previous to taking any petition into consideration, the clerk is to 
put the names of the members drawn into a box or parcel, and 
attest the same, which shall be sealed by the speaker, who shall 
attest the making up thereof in his presence, and the names of 
the members undrawn may be read by the clerk. 10 G. HI. 
€. 16. 

The house shall not proceed to other business previous to 
reading the order of the day, except swearing members ; and by 
act 28 G. ///. c. 52. except the receiving reports from th« 
select committees ; altering and amending any return ; and at- 
tending his majesty, or his majesty's commissioners, in the 
House of Lor43. By act S2 G. ///• c. 1. the House may 
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alsoy on the day appointed for taking into consideration petitions 
complaining of undue elections, receive any message /rem the 
lords; and on the days appointed for the trial of articles ofim' 
peachmentf may proceed to any business necessary for carrying 
on the prosecHtion. 1 1 G. IJL c. 42. 

Ify after counting the House, according to the act 10 G, III. 
c. 16. there be not one hundred members present, or \( /brty^ 
nine not set aside or excused, cannot be completed, the House 
may proceed upon any order of the day for the call of the House 
which shall hare been previously fixed on for that day ; but if 
unch /orty-nine members cannot be completed, the House not to 
proceed until the door is unlocked, and the parties withdravro. 
36 G. ///. c. 59. 

When petitions are to be taken into consideratian, the House 
not to proceed to other busiDcss, until there be dne attendance, 
except calling over the House. 

Of forming Select Committees. 

The sergeant at arms, before the reading of the order of the 
day for appointing a committee, is to require the attendance of 
the members, and at his return the House to be counted, and 
for want of one hundred memhersy to adjourn, and from day to 
day, until one hundred shall be present. 10 G. ///. c. 16. 

If on the day preceding Christmas-day, Whitsun-day, or 
Good Friday, there shall not be one hundred members present, 
01 forty-nine not excused cannot be completed, (he order for 
taking any such petition into consideration may be discharged, 
and the House may be adjourned for any number of days. 28 G, 
///. c. 52. 

In presence of one hundred, the petitioner's counsel or agents 
shall be ordered to attend at the bar ; but if petitioners do not 
appear within an hour after the time fixed for appointing select 
committees, the order for taking such petition into considera- 
tion to be disdiarged. 10 G. Ill, c, 16. 

Where no party appears to oppose the petition, the House 
shall proceed to appoint a srlect committee to try the merits of 
such petition in the manaei after-mentioned, s. 14. 

When the several parlies are in the House, the names of the 
members to be put into six boxes or glasses to be drawn alter- 
nately and read by the speaker, iiU forty-nine be drawn. *. 5. 



No. VIII.] ELECTION OF MEMBERS. 397 

Members excused from Serving. 

Members who hare Toted at the election of the complaiDants 
are to be set aside, and by #. 7, 8, all above sixty years old are 
to be excused » or those who have served upon election commit' 
tees in the same session, unless the number who have not serred 
be insufficient. 10 G. HI. r. 16. s. 6. 

Members excused shall not be deemed to bare serred on any 
such select committee. 10 G. III. c. 16. s. 9. 

Members verifying other excuses, allegations to be entered/ 
and if the House resolve that they are unable, &c. they are to 
be excused, and others to be drawn instead, so as to complete 
the nvLmher forty ^nine. s. 10. 

Petitioners declaring that any member drawn is intended for a 
nominee f and such member consenting thereto, he is to serve as 
such, and another to be drawn to supply his place, but on de- 
fault of nomination the deficiencies to be supplied by lot, leaving 
tUwuys fifteen as a select committee. 

If at the time of drawing, ybr/y-7i»t« members cannot be com- 
pleted, the House to proceed in manner directed by act 10 G. HI. 
n G. III. c. 42. s. 3. 

Appointing Nominees. 

Petitioners are to name one nominee ; and the sitting members 
another, who may be set aside for the like causes as those chosea 
by lot, or excused, and others named. 10 G. ///. c. 16. s. 11, 12. 

When more than two parties on distinct interests^ neither of 
the parties to name a nomiuee, but when the list is returned i% 
the House, the thirteen members are to withdraw, and within one 
hour report the names of such two members; and in case soch 
two members shall be set aside, ihey shall choose others, until 
two are not objected against. 11 G. ///. c. 42. s. 6. 

When the nominees are directed to be named, no member i% 
depart until the time of meeting of the said committee is fixed. 

For reducing the Lists. 

After ihe forty-nine are chosen, the door to be opened, and 
the House may proceed on other business. Usts of the forty^ 
nine to be then given to the petitioners, who, with the clerk, are 
to withdraw and strike off, one alternately, till the number be 
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reduced to thirteen, and the clerk is tvithin one hour to deliver a 
list of thein> who with the nomiDees, are to be sworn a select 
emnmittee. 10 G. J II, c. 17. s. 13. 

If on com[laint of undue elect: au, there shall be more tkmm 
two parties on disiinct interests, each party shall strike off a 
number ftom/orty'^ne suceessiveltf, until the number be reduced 
to thirteen. 1 1 G. III. c. 42. 

Special regulations are enacted for reducing the lists, where 
BO party api;ears to oppose the petition, or wares bis right for 
reducing such list. 28 G. ///. c. 51. s, 14> 15. 

Regulation^ where no Special Return has been made. 

Where no return, or a special return, baa been made, any 
elector may petition, and thereupon a day and hour to be ap- 
pointed, and notice of the meeting of committees to be given to 
the petitioners and returning officer. 25 G. ///. c. 84. 

By the 1 1th sect, of this act the ieguiation)» ot 10 G. Ill* 
c. 16. and 11 G. ///. c. 42. are extended to this act. 

When the returning officers cannot be found, ur do not appear 
at committceb, other persons may be appointed to appear in 
their stead ; and where more than one petition is presented, the 
House t(i determine whether the returning officer is to strike off 
from the list of members drawn by lot. 35 G. ///. c. 84. s. 12. 

Meetings of Committees, and Proceedings tchen met. 

The Ih/use shall order the select committee to meet within 
twenty- four hours, and by section 17, a chainnau shall be elected 
out of the members chosen by ballot ; and in case of an equality, 
the member first drawn to have a casting vote. 10 G. ///. c. 16. 
s, 13. 

The 17th section also regulates the proceedings in the cause 
by act 28 G. Ill, c. 5. when the merits of pelilions depend on 
questions respecting the right of trleclion, statements of such 
right are to be delivered in writing, s, 17. 

10 G. ///. s, 20. Empowere the clerk of the committee to 
administer the oath ; prescribes the form of the oath, and inflicts 
the pains and penalties of wilful and corrupt perjury, as inflicted 
by law in other cases. 



No. YllL] ELECTION OF MEMBERS. 399 

Adjournment and Dissolution of Committees, 

Select committees are not to adjourn for more than twenty-four 
hoars without leaTe ; and if the House be then sitting, business 
to be stayed, and motion to be made for adjournment, s, 10. 

Sunday, Christmas-day, or Good Friday intervening, not to be 
deemed included, s, 20. 

Regulates the manner of adjourning the select committee, on 
their having occasion to report when the House are adjourned. 
11 Geo, HI. c. 42. 

Select committee-men not to be absent without lea?e, nor 
committee to sit, until all who have not leave be met, and on 
failure of meeting within one hour, a farther adjournment is to 
be made, and reported, with the cause thereof. 10 G, III* 
c, 10. 5. 21. 

The chairman at next meeting is to report absentees, who are 
to be directed to attend next sitting, and be censured or punished 
at discretion, unless absence proved unavoidable, s, 22. 

If thirteen do not meet, the committee to adjourn. 10 G, III. 
c. 16. 5. 23. 

If the members of such committee, from death or otherwise, 
shall for three whole days continue to be less than thirteen, 
the committee to be dissolved^ and past proceedings are to be 
void. A. 24. 

But if a committee shall have sat for business ybt/r/een days^ 
twelve members may proceed therein, and if twenty-five days, 
eleven members may proceed. 28 G, HI, c, 52. 

The committee shall not be dissolved by any prorogation of 
parliament, s, 33. 

On the Determinations of Committees, and their Report to the 

House, 

The committee are to determine finally, and the House shall 
thereupon confirm or alter the return, or issue a writ for a new 
election, as the case may require. 10 G. HI. c. 16. s, 18. 

Other resolutions may be reported at the same time, and the 
House may make order thereon. 10 G. HI. s. 25. 

When committees choose to deliberate, the room may be 
cleared, and questions shall be determined by a majority, in 
which the chairman is to have a etstingTOtek 10 G» ///• c. 16. 
5.27. 
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